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CIIAPTKK  I. 

Ilisfortj  of  the  Medical  rrofhsiofi  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
British  Cnlunirs  in  Amerirn^  to  the  year  17S3. — Dy  N.  S.^ 
Davi:^,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  PhvsioWv  and  Patliol()":v  in  Rush 
Medical  Collcizo. 

[Cfipy  ttidil  Scoured.] 

The  origin  of  ihc  insiiintions  of  this,  unlike  iho.so  of  most 
odier  c'oiinlrios,  is  involved  in  no  oh.scnrity;  and  is  lohc  traced 
to  no  remote  cliivalric  or  fcu(L-d  aijc.  On  the  contrary,  they 
have  all  had  their  birth  since  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century;  and  been  exposed  to  the  full  gaze  of  an  cnhghtencd 
world. 

This,  together  \vidi  the  fact,  that  they  have  not  oidy  had  their 
beginning,  but  their  maturity,  thus  far,  among  the  most  enter- 
prizing  pi^^ple,  and  under  the  inlluence  of  the  mo.st  liberal 
government  on  earth,  renders  everv  tliini?  connected  with  their 
history,  doubly  interesting  and  im[)ort.ant,  as  aflbrding  the 
fairest  illustrations  of  human  progress,  and  ccn.se(]ucntly  the 
most  valuable  lessons  of  human  experience. 

The  Medical  Profession  in  the  United  States,  and,  indeed, 
throughout  the  civihzed  world,  constitutes  an  important  part 
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of  society ;  for  while  on  the  one  band,  its  ranks  can  bonst,  not 
only,  of  names  of  the  highest  eminence  in  every  department 
of  science  and  literature,  but  can  also  claim  to  be  equal  with 
the  foremost  in  every  enterprise  for  extending  human  knowl- 
edge,  and  ameliorating  human  sudering;  its  free  access  to  the 
homes  and  firesides  of  all  classes,  gives  it  a  moral  and  social 
influence  of  the  most  potent  character.  And  in  no  part  of  the 
world  is  this  influence  more  extensively  or  happily  (bit,  than 
in  this  country,  where  the  absence  of  all  hereditary  distinc- 
tions and  privileged  orders,  leaves  learning  and  virtue  free  to 
assume  their  own  native  eminence. 

As  far  as  can  now  be  ascertained,  but  very  few  regularly 
educated  physicians  embarked"  with  the  first  colonists  that 
planted  themselves  in  the  wilderness  of  America.  Wc  are 
told  by  Dr.  S.  W.  Williams,  of  Deerfield,  that  Dr.  Samuel 
Fuller,  a  regularly  educated  physician  and  highly  esteemed 
man,  accompanied  the  first  emigrants  who  landed  at  Plymouth 
in  1620.  He  was  a  faithful  and  devoted  practitioner,  and 
died  of  an  infectious  fever  at  Plymouth  in  1G32.  The  name 
of  Dr.  Russell  is  also  mentioned  as  a  companion  of  Cnptnin 
Smith,  in  his  survey  of  Chesapeake  Bay  in  an  open  bo:it,  in 
1608.  But  the  fact  that  Smith  was  obliged  to  return  to 
Europe  the  very  next  year,  to  procure  surgical  aid,  on  ac- 
count of  an  injury  to  his  hand,  **there  being  none  to  be  had 
in  the  colony,"  shows  that  Dr-RusscU's  stiiy  was  short,  or  else 
he  was  not  a  man  skilled  in  his  profession.  These  mv  the 
only  names  that  wc  can  find  mentioned  umong  tht;  first  set- 
tlers, cither  at  Jamestown,  Plymouth,  or  New-York.  The 
fact  that  there  were  either  very  few  physicians  among  the 
early  colonists,  or  that  they  wcrv.  poorly  prepared  to  discliarg'? 
their  responsible  duties,  is  further  eorroboraltul  b}' the  almost 
total  neglect  of  those  sanitary  legulations  so  necessary  lo  |)rc- 
Bcrvc  their  health,  and  the  conseiiuent  great  mortality  that 
took  place  in  all  the  colonics  during  the  iirst  lew  yi'ars.  A 
surgeon  is  mentioned  as  on  board  one  of  the  ships  sent  to  aid 
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Capt.  Mason  in  bis  expedition  against  the  Pequoit  Indians  in 
1637.  but  whether  he  belonged  to  the  colony,  or  the  ship 
merely,  is  not  known.  In  1649  we  find  a  law  passed  by  the 
Massachusetts  Colony,  forbiding  "Chirurgeons,  Midwives, 
Physicians,  or  others,  to  exercise,  or  put  forth  any  act  con- 
trary to  the  known  rules  of  art,  in  each  mystery  and  occupation, 
to  exercise  any  force  or  violence  or  cruelty,  upon  or  toward 
the  body  of  any,  whether  joung  or  old  (not  even  in  the  most 
<lesi)erate  cases)  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  such  as 
are  skillful  in  the  same  art,  (if  any  such  may  be  had,)  or  at 
least,  of  the  wisest  and  gravest  there  present,  and  consent  of 
the  patient  or  patients,  if  they  be  mentis  compotes^  much  less 
contrary  to  such  advice  and  consent,  &c."  This  provision  is 
sufficiently  indicative  of  the  condition  of  the  profession,  at 
this  early  period,  in  the  New-England  States. 

Indeed,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  Governors  Win- 
throp,  one  of  Massachusetts  and  the  other  of  Connecticut, 
and  a  few  of  the  clergy,  we  find  no  names  of  even  re- 
spectable attainments  in  the  profession,  during  the  first  half 
century  after  the  coinmencementof  our  colonial  existence. — 
The  younger  Winlhrop,  not  only  practised  medicine  exten- 
sively, but  was  also  a  member  ol  the  Royal  Society  of  London, 
to  which  he  made  several  respectable  communications.  And 
even  so  lute  as  1753,  we  arc  told  by  the  Independent  Reflec- 
tor, a  paper  then  published  in  the  city  of  New- York,  "that  it 
(the  city  of  N.  Y.  then  containing  about  10,000  inh:d:)itants) 
could  boast  of  more  ihiinforfij  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  the 
greatest  part  of  whom  were  mere  pretenders  to  a  prolu.^sion 
of  which  they  were  entirely  ignorant;  and  convincing  |)ro()fs, 
of  their  incapacity  were  exemplified  in  their  iniquitous  prac- 
tices. The  advertisements  they  pnblished  proved  them  ig- 
norant of  the  very  names  of  their  drugs"  &c..  &c.  Dr.  Nicho- 
las Romaine,  in  his  annual  address  before  the  New- York 
State  Medical  Society,  (In  ISll)  speaking  of  this  early  period, 
«ays  :    **  It  would  be  iminfid  to  intrude  on   your   notice,   the 
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humble  condition  of  medicine  which  seems  to  have  existed  lor 
more  than  a  century  after  the  first  settlement  of  this  State. — 
It  could  only  consist  of  a  statement  of  the  arts  and  intrigues,  by 
which  the  practitioners  ofphj'^sic  succeeded  in  advancing  their 
private  interests  and  professional  emoluments."  The  reasons 
for  such  a  state  of  things,  at  this  period,  are  obvious, — there 
being  no  medical  schools  in  the  colonics,  or  any  institutions 

^  for  the  instruction  of  ^medical  students,  the  only  sources  of 
supply  consisted  in  emigrations  from  the  mother  country,  or 
in  the  sending  of  native  young  men  to  the  hospitals  and  col- 
leges of  Europe. 

The  Circumstances  of  the  country  during  the  whole  of  the 
first  century  were  such,  that  no  man  already  established  in 
practice  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  would  think  of  Icav- 

^  ing  it  for  the  hardships,  the  poverty,  and  wilds  of  America; 
while  the  absence  of  all  those  Medical  Societies  and  Institu- 
tions, which  constitute  so  powerful  an  object  to  the  aspiring 
ambition  of  the  thoroughly  educated  student,  equally  prevented 
this  class  from  resorting  hither.  Hence,  as  a  general  rule, 
only  those  physicians  who  had  failed  to  obtain  a  j)ractice  at 
home,  or  were  too  conscious  of  their  own  unfitness  to  make 
the  attempt,  emigrated  to  America.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
great  expense  attending  the  education  of  young  men  belong- 
ing to  the  colonics,  in  the  Medical  Institutions  of  Europe,  oper- 
ated as  an  ecjual  barrier  to  this  source.  Thus  it  was,  that 
while  persecution  filled  ihoc-erical  ranks  of  the  colonies  with 
men  of  the  deepest  piety,  and  the  most  varied  learning,  and 
the  patronage  of  the  crown  induced,  a  full  supply  of  legal 
talent,  the  profession  of  medicine  sunk  to  a  comparatively 
low  state. 

In  New-England,  the  greater  number  of  those  who  prac- 
ticed medichic  were  priests,  whose  medical  knowledge  was 
chiefly  derived  from  the  writings  of  Hippocrates,  Galen, 
Aretieus,  &c.,  which  they  had  read  during  their  collegiate 
education    in  Eurcpe.     Some  of  the  noa-couformist  clergy. 
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however,  who  werfe  persecuted  or  silenced  in  the  Old  World, 
went  through  with  a  reguldr  course  of  medical  studies 
before  leaving  home,  and  afterwards  became  exceedingly 
useful,  both  as  physicians  and  preachers,  among  the  colonists 
here.  Of  this  number,  were  Drs.  Giles  Firmer  and  John 
Fisk;  the  first  arrived  in  New-England  1633,  and  the  last  in 
1637.  Both  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  and  were  highly  re- 
spected. Dr.  Thomas  Thatcher,  also  cnme  about  the  same 
time ;  and  his  pamphlet  entitled  **A  Guide  in  Small-Pox  and 
Measles,"  published  in  1677,  is  said  to  be  the  first  medical 
publication  in  America.  About  the  middle  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  Drs.  Bellingham  and  Henry  Saltonstall,  after 

• 

receiving  a  general  education  at  Harvard  College,  went  to 
England,  where  they  completed  a  full  course  of  medical 
studies,  received  the  degree  of  M.D.,  and  returned  to  practice 
their  profession  in  the  Massachusetts  Colony.  These  were 
the  first  young  men  of  whom  we  can  get  any  account,  who 
left  the  colonies  to  obtain  a  regular  medical  education  in  the 
mother  country,  for  the  purpose  of  practicing  here. 

But  during  the  latter  part  of  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  anew  era  began  to  dawn  on  the  medical  profession 
in  America.  It  was  during  this  period  that  we  find  several 
young  men  of  the  highest  order  of  native  talent,  after  receiv- 
ing a  thorough  course  of  instruction  in  the  medical  insti- 
tutions of  Great  Britain  and  the  Continent,  returning  to 
practice  their  profession  in  the  New  World.  Among  these 
we  find  the  names  of  Dr.  Zabdiel  Boylston  and  Dr.  James 
Lloyd  of  Massachusetts; 'Lieut.  Gov.  Colden  and  Dr.  James 
Ogden  of  New- York;  Drs.  John  Morgan,  William  Shippcn,  Jr., 
and  Benjamin  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania;  Drs.  John  Mitchell 
and  Thomas  of  Virginia,  and  Dr.  Lining,  of  South  Carolina — 
names,  that  will  ever  remain  as  ornaments  to  the  medical 
profession  in  America. 

During  this  period,  other  circumstances  also  occurred  which 
aided  very  much  the  advancement  of  the  profession. — 
Wars  between  England  and  France,  were  carried   on,  with 
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only  short  intervals  of  peace,  during  ther  greater  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  And  so  early  as  1690,  hostilities  com- 
menced between  New- York  and  New-England  on  the  side  of 
England,  and  the  French  settlements  in  New-Brunswick  and 
Canada.  From  this  time  to  the  final  subjugation  ofthe  French 
colonics  in  1763,  many  expeditions  were  sent  from  England 
to  aid  the  colonists,  and  each  was  accompanied  by  a  well 
appointed  Medical  Staff.  These  being  almost  constantly  in 
the  colonies,  with  the  military  hospitals  which  necessarily 
accompanied  the  n.ovements  of  regular  armies,  supplied  the 
place,  in  some  degree,  of  medical  schools,  and  doubtless  ex- 
cited the  ambition  of  many  of  the  young  men,  who,  during 
the  latter  part  of  this  period,  spent  some  time  in  Europe  and 
returned  to  become  the  founders  of  Medical  Science  in  Ameri- 
ca. What  Dr.  Nicholas  Romaine  says  of  the  influence  of 
these,  on  the  medical  profession  of  New-York,  is  equally 
true  of  New-England,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia.  In  his 
annual  address  to  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Slate  of  New- 
York  in  1811,  to  which  we  have  already  alluded,  Dr.  Ro- 
maine says:  **The  war  wiiich  eilected  the  conquest  of 
Canada,  was,  perhaps,  the  first  circumstance  which  materi- 
ally improved  the  condition  of  medicine  in  this  State,  (New* 
York).  The  English  army  employed  for  that  purpose,  left 
Europe  accompanied  by  a  highly  respectable  Medical  Staff, 
most  of  whom  landed  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and  continued 
some  years  in  the  neighboring  territories,  affording  to  many 
young  Americans  opportunities  of  attending  the  military  hos- 
pitals, and  receiving  such  professional  instruction  as  gave 
them  afterward  consideration  with  the  public.  The  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  ofthe  Anglo-American  army,  gained  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  by  their  superior  deportment  and 
professional  information.  The  military  establishment  in  this 
State,  after  the  Canadian  war,  rcfjuircd  medical  and  surgical 
attendants;  so  that  the  people  had  the  benefit  of  their  advice. 
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In  this  manner  a  new  order  of  medical  men  was  introduced 
into  the  community." 

It  was  doubtless  owing  to  the  increased  attention  to  medical 
science  and  practice,  produced  by  these  causes,  that  led  the 
colony  of  New  York  to  make  the  first  effectual  attempt  to 
regulate  the  education  and  practice  of  the  profession  by  legal 
enactment-  We  have  already  quoted  from  the  Independent 
ReHector  of  1753,  a  paper  which  not  only  exposed  the  igno- 
rance and  pretensions  of  the  profession,  but  appealed  with 
boldness  and  energy  to  the  people  for  a  remedy.  And  some 
of  the  arguments  presented,  would  afford  useful  lessons  for 
many  legislators  of  the  present  day. 

It  was  not  until  1760  that  the  General  Assembly  of  New- 
York  ordained  that,  **  no  person  whatsoever  should  practice 
as  Physician  or  Surgeon,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  before  he 
shall  have  been  examined  in  physic  and  surgery,  and  ap- 
proved of  and  admitted  by  one  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  tbd 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  King's  Attorney  General, 
imd  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New-York  for  the  time  being,  or 
by  any  three  or  more  of  them,  taking  to  their  assistance  for 
such  examination,  such  proper  person  or  persons  as  they  in 
their  discretion  shall  see  fit." 

Such  candidates  as  were  approved  received  certificates, 
•conferring  the  right  to  practice  physic  or  surgery,  or  both, 
throughout  the  whole  province;  and  a  penally  of  five  pounds 
was  prescribed  for  all  violations  of  this  law.  Its  restrictive 
operation,  however,  was  confined  exclusively  to  the  city  and 
county  of  New-York;  and  with  the  exception  of  a  similar  en- 
actment in  the  colony  of  New-Jersey  in  the  year  1772,  it  was 
the  only  attempt  to  regulate  the  qualifications  and  piactice  of 
physicians,  by  any  of  the  colonial  governments,  previous  to 
the  Revolutionary  War. 

But  the  causes  to  which  we  have  alluded,  had  already  in- 
troduced into  the  profession  many  young  men,  possessed  not 
only  of  sound  learning,  but  also,  of  a  laudable  ambition  for  the 
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honor  and  advancement  of  their  favorite  calling-  Among  these 
none  were  more  zealous  in  the  cause  of  medical  education  than 
Drs.  John  Morgan,  and  William  Shippen,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  Drs.  Samuel  Bard,  Peter  Middleton,  and  John  Jones,  of 
New-York.  Although  many  private  and  temporary  hospitals 
had  been  established  in  the  several  colonies,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  seamen,  and  the  reception  of  patients  for  inoculation, 
the  first  permanent  institution  of  the  kind  was  estabhshed  in 
Philadelphia  in  1752,  and  was  aided  by  a  grant  of  2,O00Z.  from 
the  Colonial  Assembly.  Its  establishment  was  owing  to  the 
suggestions  and  exertions  of  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  who  became 
its  superintendent,  and  wa  believe,  the  first  regular  Clinical 
Lecturer  on  Medicine  in  America.  In  1762  Dr.  Wm.  Shippen 
returned  from  his  studies  in  Europe,  to  settle  in  his  native 
city,  Philadelphia,  and  the  same  year  commenced  a  course 
of  Lectures  on  Anatomy,  to  a  class  of  twelve  students.  He 
continued  the  same  course  during  the  two  following  years, 
and  in  1765  was  joined  by  John  Morgan,  M.D.,  who  had  just 
returned  from  an  honorable  completion  of  his  medical  studies 
in  the  schools  of  Edinburgh.  Dr.  Morgan  soon  delivered  a 
public  discourse  on  •*  the  Institution  of  Medical  Schools  in 
America,"  before  the  Trustees  of  the  University  that  had 
been  established  in  Philadelphia,  and  proposed  a  plan  for 
teaching  the  various  branches  of  Medical  Science.  His  views 
were  warmly  seconded  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  wlio  soon 
after  appointed  Dr.  Morgan  Professor  of  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine,  and  Dr.  Shippen  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Surger}'.  The  remaining  chairs  were  not  filled  until  1768, 
when  Dr.  Adam  Kuhn,  was  chosen  Professor  of  Botany  and 
Materia  Medica;and  inihc  following  year  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush 
returned  from  Edinburgh,  and  was  appointed  to  the  Chair 
of  Chemistry.  Thus  organized,  the  first  Medical  School  iu 
America  continued  its  annual  courses  of  instruction  to  an  in- 
creasing number  of  students  until  1777,  when  it  was  sus- 
pended by  the  Revoiutioaary  War.    To  give  a  still  better 
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idea  of  the  objects  and  Regulations  of  this  school,  and  the 
liberal  views  of  its  founders,  we  will  quote  the  following  rules 
in  regard  to  studies  and  qualifications  from  a  printed  circular» 
addressed  by  Dr.  John  Morgan  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  West 
Indies  in  1772,  viz : 

For  a  Bachclor'*s  Degree  in  Physic. 

"I.  It  is  required  that  such  students  as  have  not  taken  a 
degree  in  Arts,  shall,  before  admission  to  a -degree  in  Physic, 
satisfy  the  Trustees  and  Professors  of  the  College,  concerning 
their  knowledge  of  the  La^i/i  tongue,  and  in  such  branches  of 
Mathematics,  Natural  and  Experimental  Philosophy,  as  shall 
be  judged  requisite  to  a  Medical  Education. 

"II.  Each  student  shall  take  at  least  one  course  in  Anato- 
my, Materia  Medica,  Chemistry,  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Physic  and  Clinical  Lectures,  and  shall  attend  the  practice  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  one  year;  and  then  may  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  public  examination  for  a  Bachelor's  Degree  in 
Physic,  provided  that  on  previous  private  examination  by  the 
Medical  Trustees  and  Professors  and  such  other  Trustees  and 
Professors  as  choose  to  attend,  such  student  shall  be  judged 
fit  to  undergo  a  public  examination. 

"  III.  It  is  further  required  that  each  student,  previous  to 
obtaining  a  Bachelor's  Degree,  shall  have  served  a  sufficient 
apprenticeship  to  some  respectable  Practitioner  in  Phj'^sic, 
and  be  able  to  make  it  appear  that  he  has  a  general  knowl- 
edge in  Pharmacy.'^ 

For  a  Doctor^ s  Degree  in  Physic. 

"I.  It  is  required  that  at  least  three  years  shall  intervene 
from  the  lime  of  taking  the  Bachelor's  Degree,  and  tliat  the 
candidate  be  full  ttmnfy-four  years  of  age,  and  that  he  write 
and  defend  publicly  in  college,  a  Latin  Thesis  or  dissertation 
on  some  disease,  or  other  useful  Medical  topic,  which  shall 
also  be  printed  at  his  own  expense. 
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"II.  The  above  scheme  of  a  Medical  Education^  is  upon  as 
extensive  and  liberal  a  plan,  as  in  any  of  the  most  respectable 
European  Seminaries,  and  the  utmost  care  is  taken  to  render 
the  Degrees  real  marks  ofhonor^  the  marks  of  only  distinguish- 
ed learning  and  abilities.  A  good  medical  education  is  here 
looked  upon  as  not  the  least  useful  part  of  Science.  As  it  is 
both  a  noble  and  extensive  branch  of  learning  of  itaelf,  and 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  society, 
•there  cannot  therefore  be  too  much  encouragement  given  to 
a  full  and  regular  attainment  of  it.'  'Tis,  on  this  account, 
one  great  object  in  the  Philadelphia  College,  and  intended  to 
put  the  practice  of  physic  in  America  in  general,  upon  a  re- 
spectable and  beneficial  footing." — [See  *»  The  Address  and 
Representation  of  Dr.  John  Morgan  of  the  College  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  behalf  of  the  Seminary,  dated  1772,"] 

Such  were  the  views  and  objects  of  the  founders  of  the  first 
Hospital  and  College,  in  America.  The  rules  quoted  were 
adopted  by  the  College  on  the  12th  May,  1767,  and  continued 
in  full  force  until  the  operations  of  the  College  were  suspen- 
ded by  the  occupation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  British  in  1777. 
During  this  period  the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Physic  was 
conferred  on  about  thirty  young  men,  and  a  reasonable  degree 
of  prosperity  seems  to  have  attended  the  College.  But  while 
these  things  were  being  done  in  Philadelphia,  the  Profession  in 
New-York  were  not  idle.  The  zealous  efforts  of  Drs.  Bard, 
Middleton,  and  others,  aided  doubtles  by  a  spirit  of  rivalry 
with  Philadelphia,  effected  the  organization  of  the  Society  of 
the  New-York  Hospital,  and  procured  for  it  a  charter  from 
the  Colonial  Government  in  1777.  The  first  building  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1772  which,  together  with  the  occupation 
of  New- York  by  the  British  army,  prevented  the  completion 
of  another,  until  1791.  when  the  first  patients  were  received. 
Their  efforts  to  establish  a  Medical  College  in  connection 
with  King's  College,  which  had  been  established  in  the  city 
several  years  previous,  was,  however,   attended  with  better 
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soccess.  A  full  Medical  Faculty  was  organized  in  1768,  com- 
posed of  Samuel  Glossy,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy,  John 
Jones,  Bf.D.,  Prof.,  of  Surgery,  Peter  Middleton,  M.D.,  Prof, 
of  Physiology  and  Pathology,  James  Smith,  M.D.,  Prof,  of 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  John  V.  B.  Tennent,  M.D.t 
Prof.  Midwifery,  and  Samuel  Bard,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Tlieory 
and  Practice  of  Physic.  The  first  courses  of  lectures  were 
given  in  the  winter  of  1768-9,  at  the  close  of  which,  the  de- 
gree of  JSacAc/or  in  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  Samuel 
Kissam  and  Robert  Tucker;  and  in  the  year  following,  the 
same  gentlemen,  received  the  higher  degree  of  Doctor  in 
Physic.  These  are  stated  by  Dr.  Beck,  in  his  **  History  of 
American  Medicine  before  the  Revolution,"  to  be  the  first 
Medical  Degrees  conferred  by  the  schools  in  America.*  But 
this  is  probably  a  mistake,  as  we  find  in  a  historical  sketch  of 
the  College  in  Philadelphia,  published  in  1836,  the  namos  of 
ten  students  who  received  the  degree  of  J5«cAc/or  of  Physic, 
at  the  Commencement  in  that  College,  in  June  1768;  and  a 
number  of  others  were  annually  thereafter,  honored  with  the 
same  degree,  until  the  operations  of  the  School  were  suspen- 
ded by  the  vicissitudes  of  war.  During  this  period  very 
few  seem  to  have  applied  for-tlje  higher  degree  o^  Doctor  in 
Medicine,  either  in  Philadelphia  or  New- York.  ,  We  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  what  rules  were  adopted  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  college  in  New- York;  or  what  were  the  requi- 
sites for  the  graduation  of  medical  students.  It  is  certain, 
however,  that  the  prosperity  ol  the  school  was  not  propor- 
tioned to  the  known  respectability  and  learning  of  the  Pro- 
fessors. 

Thus,  we  are  told  by  Dr.  N,  Romainc,  that   in  1774,  six 

years  after  its  first  organization,  only  **  about  25  persons  at- 
tended the  Anatomical  Lectures,  some  of  whom  were  stu- 
dents from  the  West  Indies."  This  want  of  prosperity  has 
been  attributed  to  the  conduct  of  the  governors  of  the  College^ 
but  with  what  justice,  we  are  entirely  unable  to  judge.     The 

*8ee  Transactions  of  tlie  Medical  Society- of  the  State  of  New-York. — Vol.  6,  pp.  141. 
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medical  books  then  in  general  use,  were  the  wrilings  of  Syd- 
enhaiij,  Boerhaave,  Van  Swielen',  Mead,  and  Huxham;  the 
Physiology  of  Haller;  the  Anatomy  of  Cowper,  Clieselden, 
and  Munro;  the  Surgery  of  Sharp,  Le  Dran,  and  Pott;  the 
Midwifery  of  Hunter  and  Smellie  ;  and  the  Materia  Med ica 
of  Lewis.  But  though  the  works  then  in  general  use  were 
all  of  European  production,  yet  medical  literature  had  by  no 
means  been  neglected  by  the  profession  in  America;  as  the 
following  list  will  show,  viz: 

•*A  Brief  Guide  in  Small- Pox  and  Measles;"  by  Thomas 
Thatcher,  of  Massachusetts,  published  1677.  "Some  Ac- 
count of  the  New  Method  of  Receiving  the  Small-Pox  by 
Engrafting  or  Inoculation;"  defending  the  practice,  by  Benj. 
Colman,  of  Boston,  published  in  1721.  "An  Account  of  the 
Climate  and  Diseases  of  New -York;"  by  Cad  wallader  Golden, 
of  New- York,  published  in  1720.  "An  Historical  Account  of 
'  the  Small-Pox  Inoculation  in  New-England;"  by  Dr.  Zabdiel 
Boylston,  of  Boston,  published  in  1727.  "On  the  Method  of 
Practice  in  Small-Pox  in  1730;"  by  Nathaniel  Williams,  of 
Massachusetts.  "A  Treatise  on  Pharmacy  in  1732;"  by 
William  Howard,  of  Mass.  An  Essay  on  Fevers,  by  Dr. 
John  Walton,  of  Boston,  in  1^^.  "The  Practical  History  of 
a  New  Epidemical  Eruptive  Miliary  Fe^ver,  with  an  Angina 
Ulcusculosa,  which  prevailed  in  New-England  in  1735-6;" 
by  Dr.  William  Douglass,  of  Mass.,  published  in  1736.  "An 
Essay  on  the  Polygala  Sencka;"  by  Dr.  John  Tennent,  of 
New-York,  published  1736.  "An  Essay  on  Illiac  Passion;" 
by  Dr.  Thomas  Cad  wallader,  published  1740.  "An  Essay  on 
the  Causes  of  the  Different  Colors  of  People  in  Different  Cli- 
mates," and  "Letters  on  the  Yellow  Fever  of  Virginia;"  by 
Dr.  John  Mitchell,  of  Virginia,  published  1743.  "The  Flora 
Virginia;"  bj'  Dr.  John  Clayton,  of  Virginia,  published  1743. 
"A  very  valuable  account  of  Statistical  Experiments  concern- 
ing Excretions  of  the  Human  Body;"  by  Dr.  John  Lining,  of 
South-Carolina,  published  in  1743.     About  the  same  time  Dr. 
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Cadwallader  Golden,  of  New- York,  published  "Observations 
on  the  Fever  which  prevailed  in  the  City  of  New-York  in  1741 
and  '42;"  also,  "On  the  Virtues  of  Great  Water  Dock;"  and 
a  "Sore  Throat  Distemper  which  prevailed  Epidemically  in 
this  country  in  1735."  "A  description  of  American  Yellow 
Fever,"  was  published  by  Dr.  John  Lining  in  1753;  and  a 
paper  on  "Opisthotonos  and  Tetanus;"  by  Dr.  Lionel  Ghal- 
mers,  of  South-Garolina,  published  in  1754.  "An  Essay  on 
the  Use  of  Bark  in  Scrofulous  Gases,"  was  published  by 
Dr.  Thomas  Bond  of  Philadelphia  in  1759;  also,  an  Inaugural 
Dissertation,  entitled  "Tentamen  Medicum  de  Puris  Con- 
fectione,  Edinb'jrgh,  1763,"by  Dr.  John  Morgan.  Dr.  Ship- 
pen's  Inaugural  Thesis,  entitled  "De  Placentae  Gum  Utero 
Nexu,"  was  published  in  1760;  and  during  the  same  year, 
Dr.  John  Bard,  of  New-York,  published  a  case  of  "Extra 
Uterine  Foetus,"  and  an  "Essay  on  the  Nature  and  Gause  of 
the  Malignant  Pleurisy,"  which  prevailed  on  Long  Island  in 
the  winter  of  1749.  In  1771,  Dr.  Samuel  Kissam  published 
his  Inaugural  Dissertation  on  the  "Anthelmintic  Virtue  of  the 
Phaseolus  Zuratensis  Siliqua  Hirsuta,or  Gowhagc."  A  val- 
uable work  on  the  "Treatment  of  Wounds  and  Fractures," 
was  published  by  Dr.  John  Jones,  in  1776.  And  the  same 
year  Dr.  Lionel  Ghalmers  published  his  able  work  on  the 
"Weather  and  Diseases  of  South  Garolina."  "An  Kssay  on 
Fevers,"  had  been  published  by  the  same  author  in  1768, 

Many  of  these  productions  are  characterized  by  a  variety 
of  learning,  an  accuracy  of  observation,  and  an  originality  of 
thought,  which  do  credit  to  any  age  or  country.  Thus,  Dr. 
Lining's  "Description  of  American  Yellow  Fever."  stands  to 
the  present  day,  unrivalled  for  its  accuracy  and  minuteness 
of  description  ;  and  Dr.  Douglass,  in  his  "History  of  the  New 
Epidemical  Fever"  of  1735—6,  not  only  gives  the  best  ac- 
count of  that  fatal  disease,  but  also  enjoys  the  honor  of  first 
suggesting  the  use  of  Galomel  as  a  remedy.  Dr.  Glayton's 
"Flora  Virginia"  attracted  so  much  attention  that  it  was  re- 
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published  at  Leyden,  1762;  and  very  few  papers  exhibit  a 
greater  degree  of  Philosophical  acumen  and  learning  than 
Dr.  Mitchell's  on  the  **Causes  of  the  Different  Colors  of  Dif- 
ferent People."  The  Work  of  Dr.  Chalmers  on  the  Climate 
and  Diseases  of  South-Carolina,  in  two  volumes,  is  particu- 
larly worthy  of  attention,  as  well  as  that  of  the  same  charac- 
ter concerning  New-York,  by  Dr.  Colden.  And  the  credit  of 
originality,  in  promulgating  the  true  doctrine  in  regard  to  the 
formation  of  Pus^  though  usually  ascribed  tu  Dr.  John  Hunter, 
undoubtedly  belongs  to  Dr.  John  Morgan,  who,  in  his  inau- 
gural thesis,  maintained  with  great  abihty  the  doctrine 
that  P71S  is  a  Secretion.  This  is  fully  and  honorably  acknowl- 
edged by  Dr.  James  Curry,  lecturer  at  Guy's  Hospital,  so 
early  as  1817. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  instance  of  fair  claim  to  originality, 
which  has  been  appropriated  elsewhere.  The  use  of  Mercury, 
in  the  treatment  of  Inflammatory  diseases  and  Eruptive  Fe- 
vers had  its  origin  with  Dr.  Douglass,  of  Boston,  in  1736. — 
The  preparation  used  was  Calomel.  But  to  Dr.  Jas.  Ogden,  of 
Long  Island,  are  the  profession  indebted  for  pointing  out  more 
systematically  the  indications  for  its  use  and  the  manner  of 
using  it.  He  used  it  extensively,  and  with  the  happiest  ef- 
fects, in  the  Agina  Maligna  oi  1749;  and  its  use  was  rapidly 
extended  to  the  treatment  of  nearly  all  the  Phlegmasia. — 
Angaii^  to  Dr.  Richard  Baj'ley,  are  we  indebted,  lor  first 
pointing  out  the  true  inllammatory  nature  of  the  Cynanche 
Trachoalis,  or  Croup,  and  the  great  utility  of  Blood-letting  and 
Antimony  in  its  treatment.  Yet  all  of  these  have  been  often 
set  forth,  as  originating  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Dr.  James  Lloyd,  of  Mass.,  and  Dr,  Wm.  Shippcn,  of  Pliilad. 
were  the  first  regular  and  successful  practitioners  of  Midwife- 
ry in  this  country.  The  one  settled  in  Boston  in  1754,  and 
the  other  in  Philadelphia  in  1756;  and  to  their  skill,  boldness, 
and  decision  of  character,  are  we  indebted  for  the  rescue  of 
that  most  delicate  and  important  branch  of  practice,  from  the 
bands  of  ignorant  and  credulous  females. 
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Although  a  consideration  of  Medical  Practice,  doo8  not  come 
strictly  within  the  scope  of  our  present  work;  j'^et  an  occa- 
sional glance  at  this,  and  the  character  of  diseases  prevalcMit  at 
difierent  periods  of  time  will  bo  both  interesting  and  profitable. 
Indeed,  a  carefully  written  history  of  diseases,  their  variations 
of  type  and  severity,  in  connection  with  the  prevalent  nioiles 
of  medical  practice,  and  the  ever  varying  customs  of  society, 
would  be  of  great  value  to  the  profession.  It  would  explain 
the  origin  of  many  theories  and  systems  in  medicine,  and 
reconcile  much  that  now  seems  discordant  and  contradictory 
in  our  medical  literature. 

Thus  says  Dr.  Rush : — *'The  success  of  nature  in  curing 
the  simple  diseases  of  Saxony  laid  the    foundation  for  the 
Anima  Medica  of  Stahl.     The  endemics  of  HoUand  led  Dr. 
Bcerhaave  to  seek  for  the  causes  of  all  diseases  in  the  fluids. 
And   the  universal   prevalence  of  diseases  of  the   7icrvca  in 
Great  Britain,  led  Culleh  to  discover  their  peculiar  laws  and 
to  found  a  system  upon  them — a  system,  which  will  probably 
last  till  some  new  diseases  are  let  loose  upon  the  human  spe- 
cies, wiiich  shall  unfold  other  laws  of  the  animal  economy." 
During  the   greater  part  of  the  period  included  in  this 
chapter,  the  Humoral  doctrines  of  Boerhaave  held  an  unlimited 
sway  over  the  minds  and  practice  of  physicians,  both  in  this 
country  and  Europe.     Endemic  and  Epidcnfiic   Fevers  pre- 
vailed frequently,  in  nearly  all  the  colonies,  and  sometimes 
produced   great  destruction    to   life.     This  was  the  case,  to 
some  extent,   even  among  the  Indians,  before  while  s(»llle- 
ments  were  formed.     Thus,  we  are  told  by  Dermer,  Mather, 
and  Gookin,   that  in  1618-19,  a  pestilential  f^vcr  prevailed 
among  the  Indians  in  New-England,  wirh  such  severity  that 
whole  tribes  were  nearly  destroyed,  and  in  some  places,  in 
16*20,  their  dead  bodies  were  found  unburied,  putrefying  in 
the  sun.     The  first  colony  of  Pilgrims  that  landed  at  Plym- 
outh in  1020,  suffered  dreadfully  from  sickness  during  the 
few  following  years.    And  m  1632-33-38,  a  pestilence  ro- 
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sembling  the  Yellow  Fever,  prevailed  extensively  in  the  New- 
England  settlements,  which,  with  the  Small-Pox,  cut  off 
many  of  the  inhabitants.  Dr.  Rush  tells  us  that  between  the 
years  17G0  and  1766,  Intermitting,  Bilious,  and  Yellow  Fe- 
vers were  common  in  Philadelphia  and  it^  environs;  that  In- 
fluenza was  epidemic  in  1761,  and  the  Malignant  Sore  Throat 
in  1763.  He  also  states  that  deaths  were  **  common  between 
the  50th  and  60lh  years  of  life,  from  gout,  apoplexy,  palsy, 
obstructed  livers,  ar.d  dropsies." 

This  last  paragraph  is  worthy  of  a  moments  consideration. 
Why  were  these  diseases  so  frequent  and  fatal,  when  thirty 
years  after  the  same  author  tells  us  they  were  comparatively 
rare  in  the  same  city  ?  A  very  satisfactory  answer  to  this 
question  will  be  be  found  in  the  habits  of  the  citizens  at  the 
two  periods  referred  to.  Alluding  to  these  habits  during  the 
period  intervening  between  the  5'ears  1760  and  1766,  Dr. 
Rush  says,  "the  diet  of  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  du- 
ring those  years,  consisted  chiefly  of  animal  food.  It  was 
eaten,  in  some  families,  three  times,  and  in  all,  twice  a  dav. 
A  hot  supper  was  a  general  meal.  To  two  and  often  three 
meals  of  animal  food  in  a  day,  many  persons  added  what  was 
then  called  *  a  relish,'  about  an  hour  before  dinner.  It  con- 
sisted of  a  slice  of  ham,  a  piece  of  salted  fish,  and  now  and 
then  abeef-steaR,  accompanied  with  large  draughts  of  punch 
or  toddy.  Tea  was  taken  in  the  interval  between  dinner  and 
supper.  In  many  companies,  a  glass  of  wine  and  bitters 
was  taken  a  few  minutes  before  dinner,  in  order  to  increase 
the  appetite.  The  drinks  with  dinner  and  supper,  were 
punch  and  tc'^le  beer.  Besides  feeding  thus  plentifully  in 
their  families,  many  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  belonged 
to  clubs,  which  met  in  the  city  in*  the  winter,  and  in  its  vicini- 
ty under  shcdsi  or  the  shades  of  trees,  in  the  summer,  once 
and  twice  a  week,  and  in  one  instance  every  night. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

Malaria  and  its  Relations  to    the  Existence  and  Character  of 
Disease.     A  Paper  read  before  the  JSscidapean  Society. — By 
Samuel  Thompson,  M.D.,  of  Albion,  111. 

I  have  taken  for  the  subject  of  the  present  paper,  a  rather 
wide  subject,  and  perhaps  shall  find  few  who  will  coincide  in 
the  views  I  shall  advance.  They  are,  however,  the  result  of 
much  reflection  and  considerable  observation,  and  to  placing 
them  in  their  present  form,  I  have  been  led  by  the  perusal 
of  a  long  list  of  notes  of  cases,  occurring  in  different  localities, 
at  different  seasons,  and  in  different  years,  as  well  as  by  the 
fact  that  the  question  to  some  extent  involves  the  aetiology  of 
at  least  one  disease,  to  which  popular  opinion  attributes 
a  special  cause,  and  the  proving  w^hich  to  depend  on  malari- 
ous origin,  would  certainly  be  a  public  benefit.  At  the  same 
time,  to  show  the  coincident  action  of  malaria,  may  per- 
haps relieve  us  from  much  fear  and  a  good  deal  of  perplexity 
in  relation  to  apparent  danger  from  contagion,  in  cases  where 
the  simultaneous  or  successive  invasion  of  a  disease  on  many 
persons,  gives  rise  to  suspicion. 

Previous,  however,  to  pointing  out  the  effects  of  malaria,  it 
may  be  as  well  to  say  some  little  in  reference  to  its  existence, 
as  some  writers  of  reputation,  among  whom  Dr.  Bell,  of 
Philadelphia  stands  prominent,  deny  that  theie  is  any  such 
thing,  and  consider  that  all  those  effects  usuaUy  ascribed  to 
its  influence,  can  be  better  explained  by  reference  to  common 
causes,  such  as  vicissitudes  oiheat  and  moisture;  and  regard 
the  belief  in  malaria  as  visionary  and  unphilosophical.  But 
with  the  highest  respect  for  the  Doctor  and  his  support- 
ers, I  must  demur  to  such  views,  considering  that  it  is  much 
less  a  stretch  of  imagination,  to  believe  that  the  atmosphere 
Vol-  3.  No.  1.— 2. 
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may  be  the  vehicle  for  conveying  the  cause  of  certain  symp- 
toms and  appearances,  when  we  know  that  effects  at  any  rate 
analagous  may  be  artificially  induced  by  certain  agents  in- 
haled with  the  airj  than  to  invoke  the  power  of  vicissitudes  of 
either  Thermometer  or  Hygrometer  to  explain,  what  such 
alternations  alone  (how  popular  soever  thQ.idea)  are  not  proved 
to  produce. 

That  there  is  no  such  connection  between  atmospheric  vi- 
cissitudes, and  the  peculiar  character  of  disease,  will,  I  thinks 
clearly  appear,  from  the  following  facts,  derived  from  Dr. 
Torrey's  able  statistical  work  on  the  climate  of  the  United 
States.    I  will  refer  to  the  records  of  three  stations  only. 

At  Fort  Gratiot,  latitude  43  North.  The  general  sickness 
is  Fever  and  Ague.  The  river  on  which  it  is  situated  is  bor- 
dered by  broad  marshes,  where  also  the  Cholera  in  1832 
raged  most  violently  ^mong  the  troops.  Here  the  range  of 
the  thermometer  in  the  year  is  about  110°. 

At  Fort  Brady,  in  latitude  46.39, — with  same  range  of 
thermometer.  The  location  on  the  south  bank  of  the  St. 
Marie.  To  the  S.W.,  beyond  some  cultivated  lands,  runs  a 
marsh.  But  the  prevailing  winds  are  from  W.,  N.W.,  and 
S.E. — the  latter  passing  over  the  marsh, — the  former  a  moun- 
tainous country;  yet  here  Intermittents  and  Remittents  are 
rare;  Inflammatory  diseases  and  Typhus  being  mostcommon. 
(It  is  a  pity  there  is  no  statement  of  the  relations  of  the  inva- 
sions of  Typhus  with  the  previously  existing  wind,  as  Mcin- 
tosh, Armstrong,  and  others,  consider  Typhus  a  disease  of 
malarious  origin.)  But  it  is  certainly  a  much  more  healthy 
post  than  the  former.  Here  vicissitudes  are  well  matched, 
and  the  diseases,  if  resulting  fr9m  them,  should  be  of  the  same 
description. 

At  Fort  Trumbull,  latitude  41,  near  Long  Island  Sound, 
where  tHe  mean  range  of  the  thermometer  is  78.^  Malarious 
diseases,  as  they  are  commonly  called,  are  unknown;  while  in 
Florida,  where  the  range  of  the  thermometer  is  but  a  few  de- 
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grees,  Intermittent  and  Remittent  Fevers  abound.  Indeed, 
were  this  doctrine  of  vicissitudes  correct,  the  climate  of  Flori- 
da should  be  among  the  most  heahhy  in  the  world — the  mean 
range  of  the  thermometer  at  Key  West  being  only  37°;  yet  it 
is  known  to  be  the  most  unhealthy  of  all  the  Florida  stations: 
while  at  Fort  King^ where,  from  its  inland  situation,  the  range 
of  the  thermometer  is  as  much  as  78°,  the  sickness  is  but 
trifling,  at  the  same  time,  that  from  its  secondary  basis  and 
swampy  neighborhood  its.  fevers  are  chiefly  intermittent. 
Now  the  unhealthiness  of  localities,  should  on  this  principle 
increase  just  in  proportion  as  they  are  more  remote  from 
large  bodies  of  water  yas  the  sudden  alternations  are  generally 
jusC  in  proportion  to  such  remoteness.  Yet  we  know  that  this 
is  anything  but  true ;  the  difierence  in  the  salubrity  of  a 
place,  as  well  as  the  character  of  the  diseases,  appearing  gen- 
erally to  be  associated  with  certain  geological  formations. 
Those  lying  upon  primary  rocks  and  covered  by  a  poor  sandy 
soil,  being  free  from  Malarious  diseases,  as  in  most  parts  of 
New  England:  while  in  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  lying 
upon  a  secondary  formation,  like  our  valley  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  covered  ^ith  a  soil  full  of  organic  remains,  they  are  in- 
digenous: thus  in  the  midst  of  a  non  malarious  region,  form- 
ing a  striking  illustration  of  the  connection  of  such  soil  and 
substrata  with  Intermittent  fever. 

That  vicissitudes  of  heat  and  moisture  are  quite  inadequate 
Co  account  for  a  certain  class  of  diseases  is  manifest.  For  as 
Dr.  Torry  remarks  that,  ••  as  the  regions  of  New  England, 
New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia  are  exempt  from  Intermit- 
tent, while  in  the  region  of  the  great  Lakes,  both  on  the  Brit- 
ish and  American  sides*  it  is  very  prevalent;  and  as  the  coas: 
of  the  former  exhibits  climatic  features  similar  to  the  other, 
so  iar  as  regards  temperature  and  humidity,  it  follows  that  a 
solution  of  the  question,  must  be  sought  in  the  admixture  of 
terrestrial  emanations  dissolved  or  suspended  in  atmospheric 
sioisture."     That  vicissitudes  of  heat  and  moisture  are  there- 
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fore  quite  inadequate  to  account  for  a  certain  class  of  diseases 
is  manifest.  Whether  we  can  as  clearly  show  any  other 
causes  is  another  question.  It  is  however  evident  that  there 
is  some  cause  connected  with  locality.  We  all  know  that  in 
a  great  majority  of  cases,  moisture  is  essential  to  the  produc- 
tion of  this  cause,  and  yet  that  excess  ©f  moisture  is  uncon- 
genial to  it  also,  as  no  one  ever  suspected  pure  and  deep  wa- 
ter of  developing  malaria,  while  few  doubt  the  dangers  of 
lands  that  have  been  submerged,  but  which  are  in  a  drying 
state;  and  who  is  there  whose  olfactory  nerves  have  not  told 
him,  in  a  night  ride  in  summer  or  autumn,  that  the  air  con- 
tained different  elements  indifferent  spots? 

But  it  is  objected  that  Chemistry,  that  inspector  of  nature, 
can  detect  no  change  in  the  atmosphere  in  those  spots  said  to 
be  loaded  with  miasm.  But  I  would  ask,  can  Chemistry  de- 
tect the  particles  exhaled  by  a  grain  of  musk,  and  perfuming 
a  whole  room  ?  Can  Chemistry  isolate  the  contagious  exha- 
lation from  a  small  pox  patient  ?  Or,  can  she  or  the  micro- 
scope detect  the  myriad  germs  of  the,  Fungi  ?  Yet  we  know 
these  must  exist  and  in  their  larger  varieties  we  can  see 
them,  and  who  doubts  that  Musk  or  the  blossom  of  the  rose 
perfume  the  air,  or  that  such  perfume  is  indeed  matter — part 
and  parcel  of   that  from  which  emanates* 

But,  say  the  anti-malaria  men,  you  attribute  this  occult  and 
mystical  cause  to  the  decomposition  of  vegetable  substances. 
How  then  will  you  account  for  its  manifestation  m  places  such 
as  the  Spanish  Sierra's  (as  noted  by  Fergusson)  where  no 
vegetation  exists  or  can  exist,  in  the  almost  dry  beds  of  moun- 
tain torrents.  But  allowing  all  this — giving  the  fullest  force 
to  every  point — allowing  if  you  please  that  the  waters  of 
these  torrents  never  swept  a  foot  of  land  bearing  vegetation, 
still  what  does  it  prove?  Do  I,  does  any  one  pretend  to  say, 
that  Malaria,  though  probably  generally  emanating  from  veg- 
etable decayt  is  vapor  sui  generis,  and  not  formed  of  nature's 
common  elements.  Oxygen,  Hydrogen,  Nitrogen,  or  Carbon, 
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or  their,  or  other  elementary  combinations  ;  and  who  is  there 
in  this  day  shall  deny  that  vegetable  and  inorganic  matter 
may  and  will,  in  decomposition  yield  many  of  the  same  ele- 
ments ?  But  is  it  true  that  Chemistry  has  really  come  to 
fault  ?  Can  she  indeed  with  her  argus  eye  detect  no  trace 
of  the  foe.  No  benSed  grass,  no  ruffled  leaf,  to  guide  ls  to 
his  lair?  No  indeed  !  some  at  least,  of  her  scouts  declare 
that  they  have  found  a  trail,  and  though  it  be  crossed  and  dis- 
turbed in  spots,  they  say  (perhaps  with  too  sanguine  faith) 
that  they  can  detect  his  foot  print  among  the  fresh  leaves,  on 
the  slimy  marsh,  in  the  slaty  clay,  aye,  even  by  the  cool 
spring  side.  Perchance  they  may  have  only  found  one  of  the 
family^  but  they  have  at  any  rate  it  appears,  proved,  that  that 
one  leaves  a  trace  behind.  Let  us  hear  what  they  say.  For 
years  past  it  has  been  known  that  the  copper  sheathing  of 
ships  traversing  certain  waters,  decayed  with  unusual  quick- 
ness. To  ascertain  the  cause  of  this  great  commercial  evil, 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  of  Great  Britain,  directed  that 
gome  of  the  water  from  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia  on  the 
Coast  of  Africa,  one  of  the  spots  where  copper  was  so  affect- 
ed, should  be  carefully  secured  in  glass  bottles  and  sealed 
up,  brought  to  England  and  submitted  to  the  examination  of 
that  able  chemist.  Professor  Daniell.  In  it  he  detected  Sulphu- 
reted  Hydrogen  in  large  proportions.  We  all  know  that  the 
coast  of  Africa  is  one  of  the  most  fatal  places  in  the  world  to 
human  life*  A  single  night  ashore  often  being  supposed  to 
destroy  life,  by  developing  a  fever  neaily  akin  to  yellow  fever 
or  to  our  malignant  congest! ves.  Previous,  however,  to  this. 
Dr.  Malcolmson  had  suggested  that  the  presence  of  this  gas, 
which  he  had  detected  in  the  waters  of  the  Saline  lakes  of 
different  parts  of  the  world,  must  arise  from  the  decomposi- 
tion  of  the  Sulphates  in  the  water  by  the  carbonaceous  mat- 
ter of  vegetables  floating  in  them.  Acting  upon  this  idea 
Professor  D.  on  the  2nd  Nov.  1840,  instituted  the  following 
experiments.    He  placed  a  quantity  of  newly  fallen  leaves 
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in  three  glass  Jars,  capable  of  holding  a  gallon  and  a  half 
of  water  each : 

Upon  the  first  he  poured  a  gallon  of  river  water. 

Upon  the  2nd  the  same  quantity  of  water  with  one  oz.  of 
common  salt. 

Upon  the  3rd  the  same  quantity  of  water  with  one  oz.  of 
»Sulph.  Sodse. 

The  three  jars  were  then  placed  in  a  warm  room,  the  tem- 
perature of  which  varied  from  70  to  1  iO,  and  the  water  was 
filled  up  from  time  to  time  and  well  stirred.  Upon  examin- 
ing them  on  5th  Feb.,  1841,  (three  months)  the  following  was 
found  to  be  the  state  of  the  jars.  No.  1  had  a  very  disagree- 
able odor,  but  produced  no  change  whatever  upon  paper 
soaked  in  acetate  of  lead.  No.  2  was  perfectly  sweet,  and 
possessed  indeed  a  rather  agreeable  odor.  It  produced  an 
effect  of  course  upon  the  test  paper.  No.  3  had  a  most  in- 
supportably  sickening  odor,  much  worse  than  that  of  pure 
sulphureted  Hydrogen,  and  instantly  blackened  paper  soaked 
in  acetate  of  lead,  throwing  down  sulphuret  of  lead  with  a 
metalic  lustre. 

Two  gentlemen  (Saerd  and  Oldfield)  entrusted  with  con- 
ducting an  expedition  up  the  Niger,  remarked  upon  the  dead- 
ly effect  of  breathing  the  air  of  "  Those  accursed  swamps, 
where  one  is  oppressed,  not  only  bodily  but  mentally,  with 
an  indescribable  feeling  of  heaviness,  langour,  nausea  and 
disgust ;"  and  such  is  the  united  evidence  in  relation  to  all 
spots  where  sea  water  comes  in  contact  with  vegetable 
matters. 

Now,  it  has  been  experimentally  proved  by  Thenard  and 
Dupuytren,  that  so  small  a  quantity  as  l-1600th  part  of  Sul- 
phureted Hydrogen,  dispersed  in  atmospheric  air,  kills  small 
animals  which  breathe  it,  and  the  effect  produced  upon  hu- 
man beings  inhaling  it,  are  those  very  sensations  of  langour, 
heaviness  and  nausea,  described  above.  But  is  this  all  that 
can  be  adduced  in  favor  of  the  opinion  that  the  natnre  of  MaU 
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aria  is  gaseous,  and  that  gas  probably,  sulphureted  Hydrogen? 
No  indeed !  I  think  it  was  in  1845  that  Dr.  Gardner,  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  in  Hampden  Sydney  College,  in  a  paper, 
published  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences, 
assuming  that  Sulph't.  Hydrogen,  was  the  active  agent  in  the 
production  of  Malarious  diseases  on  the  coast,  undertook  the 
following  experiments  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  the 
same  agent  cuuld  be  detected  in  those  inland  spots  where 
periodic  fevers  also  prevailed,  and  where  Malaria  was  gener- 
ally supposed  to  exist.  Finding  it  impossible  to  procure  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  atmospheric  air  to  test  its  presence,  he 
determined  to  apply  pure  silver  (one  of  the  most  delicate 
tests  for  Sulphur)  as  the  means  of  trying  the  question.  The 
purity  of  the  silver  he  used,  and  the  delicacy  of  the  test  was 
shown,  by  putting  one  dropof  hydro-sulphate  of  Ammonia  into 
120,000  grains  of  water:  a  6  cent  piece  placed  in  it  was  dis- 
solved in  a  few  minutes,  proving  that  pure  silver,  is  able  to 
detect  Sulphur,  in  a  solution  containing  only  one  part  in 
3,000,000  parts  of  water.  With  silver  thus  prepared,  he 
examined  the  air  over  various  streams  and  marshes,  and 
while  in  some  of  these  it  took  weeks  to  produce  any  tangible 
effect,  in  others  22  hours  were  sufficient  to  render  the  pre- 
sence of  Sulphur  evident,  upon  passing  a  stream  of  Hydro- 
gen Gas  over  the  pieces  of  coin  when  enclosed  in  a  green 
glass  tube  and  made  red  hot.  Having  thus  proved  that  sul- 
phur existed  in  such  localities,  his  next  object  was  to  examine 
the  source  of  it.  In  the  foregoing  experiments,  the  immedi- 
ate source  was  a  marsh  containing  much  decaying  vegetable 
matter ;  a  rich  alluvial  soil  saturated  with  spring  water,  or 
that  which  had  percolated  through  the  soil,  and  heated  by  the 
temperature  of  midsummer.  Alluvial  deposits  contain  much 
vegetable  matter  ;  their  blackness  greatly  depends  on  it,  and 
this  vegetable  matter  is  in  a  constant  state  of  decayi  the  ra- 
pidity of  which  is  proportioned  to  the  access  of  oxygen  and 
the  warmth  of  the  season.    The  second  element  of  the  sites 
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in  which  Sulphureted  Hydrogen  was  deteuled  by  Dn  Gard- 
ner, was  decaying  vegetation  ;  in  its  decay  carbon  is  left  in 
excess  and  exerts  all  its  powerful  affinities  to  assume  the  gas- 
eous form.  But  vegetables  contain  also  certain  inorganic 
constituents,  which  are  of  great  interest  in  the  present  ques- 
tion. Of  these,  the  Sulphates  of  Lime,  Soda,  Potassa,  and 
Magnesia,  have  been  selected ;  in  the  decay  of  a  plant  con- 
taining any  of  these  salts,  the  result  will  depend  upon  the  pre- 
sence or  absence  of  water.  If  dry,  they  will  be  unchanged , 
but  if  water  and  heat  be  present,  the  Sulphuric  Acid  will  be 
decomposed.  The  leaf  contains  a  large  portion  of  the  Salt9 
existing  in  a  plant ;  but  of  all  agents,  spring  water  is  the 
most  important — it  is  usually  impure.  It  contains  the  soluble 
•alts  of  the  land  through  which  it  has  percolated.  These 
must,  from  the  nature  of  ihe  case,  differ;  Muriates,  Sulph- 
ates, Phosphates,  and  Carbonates,  have  been  found  by  differ- 
ent analysts.  Spring  water  is  seldom  free  from  Sulphate  of 
lime  or  magnesia ;  the  former  imparts  to  it  the  quality  called 
hardness.  When  these  ingredients  are  present  in  any  quanti- 
ty, and  the  water  is  kept  in  contact  with  decaying  vegetable 
matter,  they  aredecomposed;  Oxygen  is  abstracted,  and  Sul- 
phurets  are  produced  ;  the  latter  in  their  turn  yield  Sulphu- 
reted Hydrogen,  with  the  first  nascent  Hydrogen  they  en- 
counter. So  says  Dr.  Gardner:  and  when  we  compare  these 
views  and  experiments  with  those  of  Professor  Daniell,  I 
conceive  it  will  require  powerful  arguments  and  well  collected 
facts  to  invalidate  them.  Sulphureted  Hydrogen  is  a  narcotic 
poison,  prostrating  the  nervous  system,  and  destroying  mus- 
cular energy ;  in  small  quantities  it  produces  colic  and  inter- 
nal congestions.  Well,  still  it  will  be  objected  perhaps,  thai 
so  far  all  that  we  have  said  only  proves  that  Sulphur  exists  in 
the  water,  in  the  soil  and  in  vegetation,  and  that  Hydrogen 
gas  coming  in  contact  with  it  gives  rise  to  Sulphureted  Hy- 
drogen ;  but  that  we  have  have  not  proved  that  the  existence 
of  this  gas  is  the  cause  of  disease.     To  this^  I  reply— we  have 
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proved  its  existence  in  those  places,  especially  where  mala- 
rious diseases  are  most  rife,  and  we  have  shewn  that  its  ef- 
fects, especially  in  minute  quartities,  are  in  many  points  sim- 
ilar to  those  we  find  as  symptoms  of  disease  peculiar  to  such 
regions.  That,  therefore,  we  are  justified  in  coming  to  the 
conclusion,  that  like  effects  result  from  like  causes,  even 
should  it  turn  out  that  they  are  not  identical  ones. 

Dr.  Bell  asks  why  m  large  cities,  where  the  sources  of  Sul- 
phureted  Hydrogen  must  be  so  plentiful,  are  not  the  effects 
of  malaria  more  prevalent  ?  To  this  I  would  answer, — that 
the  question  assumes  the  dispute,  and  that  it  is  entirely  an 
assumption  to  assert  that  its  effects  are  not  manifest.  For,  if 
as  I  believe,  various  diseases,  even  owning  a  common  causes 
do  under  different  circumstances,  manifest  themselves  in  dif- 
ferent grad''s  or  even  forms,  as  resulting  from  the  differences 
of  circumstance,  it  must  be  evident  to  all,  that  inasmuch  as 
cities  are  proverbially  more  unhealthy  than  the  country, 
though  the  phases  of  disease  are  not  always  the  same,  it  re- 
mains with  the  unbelievers  in  malarious  causation,  to  show  a 
more  reasonable  and  efficient  cause  of  such  excess  of  disor- 
der, than  this  gas  which  the}'  admit  exists  there  in  such 
abundance. 

But  while  I  thus  think  it  more  than  probable  that  Sulphu- 
reled  Hydrogen  plays  a  most  important  part  in  the  aetiology 
of  manv  of  our  diseases,  I  bv  no  means  intend  to  assume 
that  it  is  absolutely  and  alone  such  cause.  My  arguments  and 
quotations,  have  had  one  general  aim, — viz :  to  prove  the  ex- 
istence and  agency  of  malaria,  define  it  lo  be  what  you  may; 
and  to  sliow  that,  not  only  can  wc  prove  its  existence  from 
theory  reasoning,  but  that  if  if,  and  in  one  of  its  shapes,  at 
least,  15  tangible.  I  disapprove  of  setting  down  malaria  as  a 
vision,  and  I  equally  object  to  hasty  and  positive  conclusions 
as  to  its  essence.  I  am  too  well  aware,  that' in  all  investiga- 
tions into  the  arcana  of  nature,  we  should  walk  with  cautious 
steps,  and  enquiring  eyes,  conscious-  bow  often  our  apparent 
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discoveries  of  truth,  are  but  the  shadows  cast  by  some  great 
fact  we  do  not  see  or  cannot  grasp:  or  like  those  of  the  first 
voyagers  in  search  of  this  continent  may  prove  but  some  jut- 
ting headland  or  some  stray  island,  parts  of  the  whole,  it  is 
true,  and  if  wisely  and  cautiously  followed,   invaluable    as 
guides  and  incentives  to  further  enterprize ;  but  apt  to  frus- 
trate all  our  hopes  if  we  too  eagerly  conclude  it  to   be  the 
mainland,  and  consider  our  search  ended.     While  perhaps, 
others  more  temperate,  cautious  and  persevering,  starting  from 
our  self  satisfied  halt,  will  reap  the  harvest  and  the  honor, 
which  were  just  within  our  grasp.     Having  thus  far  demon- 
strated, I  conceive,  that  miasma  is  not  a  vision  of  a  heated 
fancy,  but  that  if  we  have  not  yet  attained  the  key  to  its 
identity,  we  can  at  any  rate,  manifest  that  it  has  existence  and 
location,  I   shall  turn  to  the  ultimate  object  of  this  paper. 
Namely  :  to  endeavor  to  show  that  our  diseases,' though  mod- 
ified by  season  and  locality,  are  generally  children  of  one  fam- 
ily, or  at  any  rate,  have  some  of  the  same  blood  flowing  in 
their  veins.     In  endeavoring  to  do  this,  I  shall  refer  to  a  num- 
ber of  cases,  grouping  them  wherever  I  can  by  a  brief  state- 
orient  of  their  character  and  symptoms,  and  only  occasionally 
detailing  such  as  are  necessary  for  illustration:  and  I  would 
call  attention  to  the  n^erging  of  one  class  into  the  other,  as 
seasons  changed  or  localities  varied,  marking  the  fact  that 
the  basis,  the  wax  was  indeed  the  same,  the  chief  difierence 
being  in  the  seal  that  marked  its  surface. 

I  shall  commence  with  cases  of  what  is  called  Milksick- 
ness  ;  and  the  first  I  shall  adduce  occurred  in  t^eiuU  of  1846. 
The  prominent  symptoms  were  pain  in  the  head^  backy  legs^  and 
elbows.  She  had  been  sick  for  some  time  before,  and  for  two 
days  previous  to  being  taken  down,  the  bowels  had  been  cos- 
tive. The  pulse  during  the  whole  continuance  of  the  case, 
was  about  100,  weak  and  soft  when  she  was  quiet,  but  upon 
the  least  excitement  or  exertion  becoming  temporarily  full 
and  strong.  There  was  obstinate  constipation,  incessant  vom- 
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itiogof  acid  matters,  a  sense  of  buniing  at  the  epigastrium. 
The  skin  was  rather  warm  for  the  first  two  or  three  days,  but- 
after  that,  cool.  The  next  case  is  oi  a  somewhat  similar  char- 
acter, occurring  in  Oct.  1847,  and  in  a  different  neighborhood, 
but  in  a  malarious  district.      (My  notes  are  not  full.) 

W.B.  at  about  45  years,  had  been  ailing  for  some  weeks,  took 
some  Calomel  and  oil,  felt  better  afterwards,  but  never  recov- 
ered his  strength  ;  said  he  felt  pretty  well,  but  could  not 
work.  On  Wednesday  27th  Oct.,  went  outside  his  house  to 
cut  some  sticks  of  firewood,  but  could  not  work  above  a  few 
minutes  without  sitting  down ;  could  not  eat  his  meals,  and 
next  day  was  much  troubled  with  a  sensation  of  burning  at 
the  epigastrium,  which  indeed,  he  had  occasionally  felt  for 
weeks  before.  Had  great  eructations  ;  no  appetite ;  took 
some  salts  which  operated  from  7  a.  m.,  till  7  p.  m.  ;  stools 
watery.  I  saw  him  on  the  30th  at  6  p.m.,  he  had  vomited  twice 
this  day,  a  quantity  of  bluish  green  water,  with  a  thick,  dark 
colored,  grainy  sediment ;  he  could  not  eat  and  had  great 
thirst  ;  said  he  felt  all  right  below  the  stomach;  skin  cool, 
feet  had  been  cold  and  were  still  disposed  to  be  so ;  pulse 
regular,  about  80,  a  little  sharp,  but  compressible ;  cheeks 
flushed  ;  great  nausea  ;  had  pain  and  soreness  in  upper  max- 
illa, and  occasionally  in  the  hips,  and  over  left  side  of  the 
thorax,  which  were  even  tender  to  the  touch ;  had  a  little 
cough  and  expectoration,  but  no  pain  on  deep  inspiration  ;  no 
abnormal  murmurs  in  lungs;  the  matter  vomited  was  vbet 
sour ;  gave  Soda  Garb,  but  with  no  evident  benefit ;  at  7  p. 
M.  gave  Quinine  gr.  x.,  Morphine  gr.  i,  in  pills  ;  at  8  p.  m., 
said  he  felt  easier,  but  as  if  he  had  a  knot  in  his  stomach ;  lefi 
him  with  orders  to  take  Quinine  gr.v.  Calomel  gr.  v.  Morphine 
gr.  i,  every  4  hours,  with  Soda  Carb.  ad  libitum,  for  the 
vomiting,  and  Cremor  Tart.  Jalap  and  Soda,  to  keep  the 
bowels  in  a  solvent  state.  Saw  him  again  next  day  ;  pulse  then 
80,  and  small,  skin  cold,  still  had  the  epigastric  burning,  bad 
vomited  excessively  ;  a  mistake  was  made  in  not  giving  him 
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the  calomel  with  the  quinine;  ibe  bowels  had  been  moved 
three  times,  but  he  had  first  to  take  all  the  powders,  (com- 
prising Cremor  Tart.  3.  iv,  and  Jalap  3j.)  The  motions 
were  dark,  watery  and  very  offensive  ;  tongue  moist,  and  ra- 
ther red  at  the  apex ;  still  had  tenderness  and  burning  at  the 
epigastrium.  Urine  free ;  cheeks  flushed  ;  nausea  and  thirst 
excessive.  Ordered  cloths  wrung  out  of  cold  water  frequently 
changed  to  be  applied  to  the  epigastrium,  with  Calomel  gr.  vi. 
and  Morphine  gr.  J.  at  the  time,  and  Calomel  gr.  vi.  and  Jalap 
gr.  viii.  every  3  hours,  till  they  operated  ;  give  Soda  water 
ad  libitum,  and  if  he  should  feel  chilly,  use  sinapisms  instead 
of  the  cold  wet  blankets.  On  Nov.  1st,  he  was  better;  no 
vomiting,  pulse  soft,  66,  bowels  freely  moved,  motions  black 
and  foetid  with  seme  scybala ;  urine  free  ;  no  headache* 
(which  had  previously  been  present)  has  taken  some  chicken 
broth  ;  he  kept  gradually  improving  under  the  same  course, 
with  the  addition  ,towards  the  latter  end,  of  Quinine  and  Iron 
and  occasionally  Turpentine.  I  dismissed  the  case  on  the  12th. 

On  7th  Oct.  1847,  G.  K.  aged  about  35,  sanguine  nervous 
temperament,  was  taken  after  very  similar  premonitory 
symptoms,  with  some  little  fever  for  the  first  two  or  three 
days,  intense  restlessness,  incessant  vomiting  of  sour  matters 
with  a  sense  of  burning  at  the  epigastrium  ;  headache,  pain  in 
back  and  thighs;  bowels  costive,  pulse  oppressed,  tongue  pale, 
Afler  the  2nd  or  3rd  day  his  skin  became  cool,  but  the  vomit 
ing  continued.  The  bowels  yielded  to  one  or  two  active  do- 
ses of  ordinary  purgative  medicine,  and  the  stools  were  like 
tar,  and  horribly  offensive.  He  has  since  complained  at  va- 
rious times,  of  threatenings  of  a  return  of  the  same,  as  he  has 
languor,  pains  in  the  back,  and  limbs,  &c.,  but  he  is  a  little 
fanciful  I  think. 

On  18th  Sept.  1847,  I  was  called  to  attend  the  family  of 
Mr.  B.,  who  had  been  deluded  into  putting  himself  under  the 
tender  merv:ies  of  one  of  the  pepper-box  fraternity,  alias 
steamers.     There  were  sick,  Mr.  B.  and  bis  wife,  a  little  girl 
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of  9  years,  and  a  boy  of  7  years  old  ;  the  latter  was  dying  of 
dysentery,  and  the  tortures  of  red  pepper  injections  which  had 
been  administered  till  the  poor  creature  no  longer  possessed 
human  intelligence,  but  upon  each  call  of  nature  would  bolt 
up  in  bed,  and  before  any  one  could  support  him,  fall  head- 
long to  the  flo6r.  He  appeared  to  have  lost  all  self  govern- 
ment or  consciousness  beyond  sensation  in  the  rectum  ;  that 
indeed,  in  his  case,  appeared  to  be  the  centre  of  sympathies. 
The  others  were  well  marked  cases  of  the  so  called  milksick- 

• 

ness,  occurring  on  a  spot,  on  which  it  is — be  its  cause 
what  it  may — endemic.  The  symptoms  were  of  course,  not 
in  their  simple  condition,  as  the  violent  and  absurd  means, 
which  had  been  already  employed,  had  of  course,  modified 
and  exaggerated  some  of  them  very  much.  But  the  common 
symptoms  of  pain  in  the  back,  head  and  limbs  ;  the  intense 
craving  thirst ;  the  absence  of  any  marked  fever;  the  inces- 
sant vomiting  of  acid  matters ;  the  burning  at  the  epigas- 
trium ;  the  obstinate  constipation ;  the  cold  extremities ;  the 
restless  indescribable  distress  ;  were  all  present;  and  in  the 
husband,  of  a  plethoric  sanguine  temperament, the  over  stim- 
ulation, and  maltreatment  had  given  rise  to  the  most  vio- 
lent convulsions,  with  loss  of  consciousness,  and  a  bounding 
pulse.  The  latter  gave  way  to  free  v.  s.,  All  these  patients 
had  had  the  premonitory  symptoms  of  languor  and  heavy  limbs, 
popularly  called  the  Tires.  The  treatment,  though  eclectic, 
was  essentially  the  same,  and  all  except  the  boy  recovered. 
These  cases  were  all,  except  the  2nd,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
county,  towards  the  Little  Wabash,  where  low  swampy  bot- 
toms extended  westward  of  them,  and  this  circumstance  ap- 
plies equally  to  the  second  case,  which  occurred  in  the  South 
part  of  the  county.  During  the  same  period  1  find  on  my 
book  brief  minutes  of  a  number  of  cases  noted  as  irregular 
Intermitlents,  complicated  with  Dysentery,  also  occurring  on 
the  west  side  of  the  county. 

In  most  seasons  our  most  healthy  district  is  to  the  east  of 
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the  town,  unless  you  go  too  near  the  Bonpas  Creek.  But 
from  the  beginning  x)f  July  to  the  end  of  Aug.  1847,  we  had 
on  the  east,  and  extending  north  and  south,  a  fever  apparently 
difierent  from  what  we  are  accustomed  to.  But  I  believe  the 
diiference  was  in  grade  only.  It  appeared  to  rage  among 
those  who  lived  in  good  houses  and  were  well  fed  and  clothed, 
as  much  as  among  those  in  different  circumstances  ;  (by  one 
practitioner  it  was  called  a  brain  fever)  and  went  thrangh  nearly 
all  in  a  house  when  once  it  began.  My  notes  supply  me 
with  few  details,  for  I  was  too  incessantly  occupied  to  make 
many.  But  I  would  call  it  Typhus  or  Typhoid,  (though  I 
could  discover  no  cutaneous  rash  or  spots,)  or  rather  as  Arm- 
strong Sc  Mcintosh  call  it,  Congestive  fever,  and  it  tallied  with 
Dr.  M's.  description  most  closely.  The  previous  indisposi- 
tion ;  the  sense  of  oppression ;  the  headache  ;  the  low,  quiet 
delirium ;  the  suffused  conjunctiva ;  the  teeth  and  lips  cover- 
ed with  sordes,  with  the  general  tendency  to  Diarrhoea,  and 
even  in  some  cases  to  Dysentery  ;  and  be  it  observed,  these 
symptoms  only  differ  in  degree,  not  in  kind,  from  the  group 
we  have  last  described.  It  appeared  to  concentrate  its  great- 
est force  on  certain  spots,  and  though  many  other  cases  oc- 
curred, they  were  more  dispersed.  Yet  there  was  no  grouud 
to  consider  it  contagious.  In  the  house  in  which  occurred  the 
first  case  of  it  which  I  attended,  the  whole  of  those  taken 
during  the  epidemic  recovered  ;  but  the  wife  who  had  hitherto 
escapedy  after  nursing  the  whole  family  was  suddenly  taken 
with  a  congestive  chill,  and  died  in  12  hours ;  this  was  three 
weeks  after  I  had  quit  attending  the  others,  and  just  at  the 
same  time  that  the  milksick  and  congestive  character  be- 
gan to  be  most  marked.  But  I  look  upon  this  case  as  of  a 
kindred  nature  with  the  previous  ones ;  only  that  it  took  a 
different  shape  from  difference  of  constitution,  and  the  ex- 
hausted state  of  the  nervous  system,  from  fatigue  and  anxiety. 
More  north  in  the  county,  the  cases  took  a  more  Dysenteric 
type.    In  the  latter  part  of  Aug.  and  Sept.  the  sickness  chang- 
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ed  a  little,  taking  on  a  more  intermittent,  though  not  a  milder 
form ;  approximating  more  to  the  character  of  the   case   1 
have  just  noted y  though  generally  it  was  more  prevalent  to- 
wards the  Little  Wabash.     I  was  called  to  one  house  on  a 
bluff  over  the  Little  Wabash  flats,  where  six  were  taken  down 
in  two  days  ;  some  were  immediately  delirious  with  rending 
headache ;  others  were  cold  and   puking.     Through  October 
the  sickness  much  abated,  but  still  it  maintained  much   the 
same  outlines ;  and  in  many  instances  continued^  to  bear  the 
peculiar  features  of  what  is    called  milksickness.     And  I 
would  request  particulai  attention  to  the  fact,  that  the  time 
when  the  fevers  in  certain  spots  took  the  algid  form,  was  also 
the  time,  when  in  other  localities,  the  milksick  group  of  symp- 
toms became  most  prominent ;  in  some  cases  the  symptoms  of 
each  class,  so  running  into  one  another,  as  to  make  the  diag- 
nosis a  matter  of  difficulty.     Through   Nov.  and  Dec.   the 
same  typhoid  tendency,  which  had  so  specially  marked  the 
middle  months,  gave  a  color  to  all  the  cases,  modified  as  the 
weather  grew  colder,  by  Pneumonic  complications,  especial- 
ly in  the  flat  w^et  grounds,  and  in  those  who  had  been  much 
exposed,  or  badly  clothed  ;  constituting  what  is  so  indefinitely 
called  winter  fever,  or  more  properly  Typhoid  Pneumonia. 
We  had  at  this   time  some  mild  cases  of  Scarlatina,   in  the 
town ;  but  still,  as  previously,  the  chief  sickness  this  year  ap- 
peared to  the  west  of  the  streams  or  flats.     Duripg  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  summer,  we  had  a  most  unusual  prevalence 
of  easterly  winds. 

In  regard  to  the  early  part  of  this  yeart  the  sickness 
was  not  of  any  particular  character ;  scattering  cases  of 
Diarrhoea,  Dysentery,  Intermittent,  &c.,  occurring,  with, 
in  June,  two  rather  marked  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  Bui 
as  pointing  out  the  generaUy  progressive  development    of 

the  prevailing  type,  already  described,  I  find  under  the  date 
of  9th  Juae,  this  note  upon  my  book.  "  J.  H.  and  wife:  dis- 
position to  drowsinessy  when  free  from  pain  and  headache ; 
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vertigo  on  stooping,  or  sudden  motion ;  dark  stools ;  a  feeling  of 
languor  and  oppression ;  anorexia  ;  alternate  feverish  and  chil- 
ly sensations;  pulse  low,  and  when  I  saw  J.  H.,  his  skin  was 
cold  and  clammy,  (the  general  initial  symptoms  of  the  sick 
just  now)."  In  the  succeeding  month  commenced  the  fever 
above  described. 

I  have  taken  a  rapid  glance  at  the  primary  character  of 
the  ailments  in  1847.  Did  those  of  1848  bear  the  same 
stamp?  Not  exactly;  though  still  the  resemblance  was 
considerable ;  but  the  average  of  sickness  was  in  my 
neighborhood  much  less.  During  the  early  months,  the  cases 
bore  very  much  the  same  features,  as  in  the  latter  months  of 
the  preceding  year.  But  in  May,  intermittent  fevers  became 
common,  in  many  cases,  running  into  congestive  remittents:  the 
same  may  be  said  of  July,  the  congestive  character  increas- 
ing in  frequency  and  gravity.  During  this  month,  there  were 
also  some  cases  of  Jaundice  ;  and  in  the  low  grounds  towards 
the  mouth  of  the  Bonpas  Creek,  some  few  cases  of  Typhoid 
Erysipelas.  In  Aug.  the  tendency  to  low  congestive  remit- 
tent still  increased ;  accompanied  in  its  own  localities,  with 
milksickness ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  Sept.,  the  amount  of 
sickness  abating  towards  the  latter  end.  Through  Oct.  Nov. 
and  Dec,  the  cases  were  of  a  promiscuous  character ;  with 
some  few  instances  of  Typhoid  Pneumonia,  towards  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Now,  through  all  this  period,  in  all  these  various  phases  of 
disease,  or  disorder,  as  Armstrong,  I  think  more  correctly 
calls  it — was  there  that  similarity  of  symptoms,  that  would 
warrant  the  opinion  I  entertain  of  their  common  parentage? 
And  here  I  would  remark,  that  I  have  great  doubts  whether 
malarious  effects  are  generally  manifested,  the  season  of  the 
inception  of  the  cause  ;  as  the  greatest  results  are  generally 
perceived  in  the  middle  months,  while  it  is  most  probable, 
that  the  greatest  elaboration  would  be  towards  autumn.  We 
know,  indeed,  that  the  disease  may  lay  dormant,  till  some 
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exposure  to  a  farther  depressing  cause,  as  cold  or  fatigue, 
lays  a  spark  on  the  train.     Of  this  we  have  a  remarkable  ex- 
ample in  the  cases  of  the  British  soldiers,  who  returned  ap- 
parently unscathed,  from   the  Walcheren  Island,  where  so 
many  of  their  comrades   had  fallen  victims  to  its  malignant 
intermittents;  and  yet,  some  months  after  their  return  to  a  sa- 
lubrious atmosphere    had,  by  mere  change  of  weather,  the 
same  disease  developed.     It  has  probably  been*  remarked  by 
others,  as  well  as  myself,  that  emigrants  rarely  become  sub- 
ject to  endemic  diseases,  the  first  season  they  are  here.     A 
modem  English  writer,  (Carbutt)  in   speaking  of  the  exemp- 
tion of  Manchester  from  intermittents,  observes : — **  But  do 
we  never  see  this  ague  there  in  Manchester  ?  oh  yes;  we  see 
plenty  of  it.     The  poor  Irish  who  go  in  the  fall  to  assist  in  the 
harvest,   in  Lincolnshire,  Cambridge,   &c.,  come,   many  of 
them,  to  winter  in  Manchester ;  and  the  first  east  wind  that 
blows  in  February"*    March,  brings  out  the  paroxysm  of  ague, 
which  they  had  caught  in  the  autumn  ;  but  which  had  lain 
undeveloped  and  unsuspected  in  the  system,  till  aroused  by 
such  weather  as  we  generally  have  in  February  and  March." 
Till  (he  might  have  said)  a  call  was  made  upon  the  vital  en-^ 
ergies  of  the  system  which  had  been  sapped  before. 

Well,  then,  let  us  look  back  and  sum  up  the  evidence.  In 
the  early  months  we  find  but  little  peculiar:  their  diseases  in 
fact  belong  to  ^he  group  of  winter,  and  it  is  not  till  about 
April  or  May,  we  must  look  for  the  starting  point.  Then  we 
see  Intermittents  of  mild  character  generally,  merely  exhibit- 
ing the  want  of  nervous  tone  ;  but  gradually  progressing  with 
the  year,  and  the  fresh  obnoxious  cause,  aided  by  the  debili- 
tating efiects  of  heat  and  fatigue,  into  a  graver  character.  It 
is  now  we  begin  to  meet  the  imperfect  reaction,  the  protract- 
ed chill ;  the  prostrate  nervous  energy :  showing  clearly  that 
the  being  taken  sick,  as  it  is  called,  is  but  the  bursting  forth 
of  the  smouldering  fire;  for  they  have  been  long  sicki  and  the  ' 
visceral  complications  are  the  result  of  protracted  causes. — 
Vol.  3.  No.  1.— 3. 
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Question  your  patient :  he  will  tell  you  he  has  not  felt  well  for 
some  time ;  he  was  quite  unwell  some  weeks  back,  but  got 
better;  he  has  had  bad  taste  in  his  mouth  ;  irregular  bowels  ; 
his  appetite  has  often  been  capricious ;  but  he  felt  well  when 
at  work.  We  all  know  how  common  is  such  a  history,  and 
yet  with  all  this  he  thinks  he  was  well,  and  he  dates  back  his 
present  attack  to  some  cold,  some  getting  wet,  &c. 

Let  us  look  further.     We  have  had  cases  of  Milksick  and 
Trembles,  as  it  is  called,  with  the  long  premonitory  tires,  as  . 
popularly  styled,  succeeded  or  accompanied  by  irregular  ap- 
petite   sometimes  in  excess,  then  entirely  wanting  ;  the  foetid 
breath;  the   irregular  bowels;  the  pains  in   the,  back  and 
limbs;  and  lastly,  in  most  cases,  the  torpor  of  the  bowels,  of- 
ten amounting  to  absolute  constipation.     In  most  cases,  there 
is  for  a  few  days,  an  attempt  at  reaction  or  fever,  but  it  fails, 
and  then  there  is  the  cool  skin ;  the  burning  at  the  epigastrium; 
the  excess  of  acid,  secreted  by  the  stomach :  the  consequence, 
I  suppose,  at  first,  and  alterwards  the  cause,  of  the  gastric 
pain:  the  excessive    thirst;  and    often   again,    the    raven- 
ous appetite ;  the   oppressed  pulse ;  the   depressed  nervous 
sensibility,    as  evidenced   in  most  cases  after  the  first  few 
days,  by  the  dilated  pupils  ;  the  miserable  indescribable  rest- 
lessness, the  common  consequence  of  congestive  oppression  ; 
the   black,  tarry,   foetid   stools ;  or  else  the  green  scylabous 
ones,  (when  stools  are  obtained.) 

In  some  of  these  cases,  the  symptoms  so  vague,  that  even 
the  neighbors,  with  all  the  popular  belief  in  its  specific  and 
distinctive  character,  will  contest  among  themselves,  the 
question  of  its  identity;  and  yet  its  fraternity  could  not  be 
doubted  by  the  observant  physician,  if  similarity  of  pathologi- 
cal derangement,  and  symptoms,  grouped  in  like  order,  and 
only  differing  in  degree,  be  the  criteria  in  diagnosis. 

I  have  described  as  occurring  at  the  same  time,  or  just  pre- 
ceding— ^but  in  diiJerent  parts  of  the  county — Congestive  Re- 
mittent Fever,  of  a  most  grave  character ;  with  headache ; 
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pains  in  the  limbs  and  back ;  vomiting ;  and  in  most  cases,  ac- 
companying Diarrhoea,  with  epigastric  and  abdominal  tender- 
ness ;  and  as  the  weather  grew  colder,  Pneumonia.  But  what 
class  of  Pneumonia?  Was  it  with  high  febrile  excitement; 
pain;  cough;  hot  skin,  and  flushed  face?  No,  indeed:  out 
a  true  typhoid  disease,  in  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases;  with 
dry,  dark  tongue,  and  crusted  teeth  ;  Diarrhoea ;  feeble, 
quick  pulse  ;  and  listless,  yet  restless  feelings ;  and  but  little 
thoracic  sign,  but  what  the  stethescope  supplied. 

In  the  succeeding  year,  184S,  we  find  pretty  much  the  same 
record:  the  same  classes  of  disease,  appearing  in  the  same 
localities.  The  following  case,  in  Aug.  and  Sept.,  will  illus- 
trate in  detail,  the  fevers  of  that  year,  classed  by  me,  as  con- 
gestive remittent.  The  location,  a  flat  prairie,  to  the  north 
east  of  a  timbered  swamp : 

E.  F.,  a  girl  of  about  15  ;  sanguine  nervous   temperament, 

was  taken  on  Monday,  28th  Aug.,  with  fever  and  lassitude  ; 

no  chill  noticed;  took  some  pills,  which  moved  her  bowels. 
I  saw  her  on  the  31st ;  at  that  time,  the  motions  were  dark 
and   watery,  with    yellow   shreds  floating  therein  ;  tongue, 

broad,  moist,  and  coated  whitish  yellow,  with  red  points  pro- 
jecting through  the  coal,  towards  the  apex ;  has  had  head-  . 
ache;  is  now  dull  and  restless.  On  the  night  of  the  29th 
was  delirious  ;  dropping  asleep  and  waking  up  in  great  alarm  ; 
pulse  soft  and  small;  skin  not  hot;  passes  urine  often,  but  in 
small  quantities  ;  has  no  appetite ;  not  very  thirsty,  till  last 
night.  Quinine  gr.  vii.  ;  Morphine  gr.  ^  ;  Blue  Mass  gr.  v., 
every  six  hours  ;  Sp'ts  Ether  Nit.  Aqua  Camph.  equal  parts  ; 
a  table  spoon  full  in  water,  every  three  hours. 

1st  Sept.  Yesterday  about  4  p.  m.,  had  a  hot  skin,  which 
cooled  down  during  the  night ;  pulse  now  72,  soft  and  full ; 
skin  cool,  and  sweating ;  tongue  moist,  and  coated  whitish 
yellow  ;  still  some  red  points ;  there  "is  a  dry  l^furred  stripe, 
rather  brown  at  the  root,  down  the  centre  of  the  tongue,  but  not 
reaching  to  its  point ;  slept  pretty  well  nearly  all  day  yester- 
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day  and  last  night ;  bowels  not  ni9ved ;  urine  more  copious  ; 
face  occasionally  flushed ;  her  eyes  are  natural;  she  is  very 
susceptible  to  noise  or  talking,  (perhaps  caused  by  the  Quin- 
ine ;)  has  not  eaten  anything;  not  much  thirst ;  says  she  has 
no  pain  anywhere.  Quinine  Sulph.Ex.Gentianaa.  9j.  in  pills 
ix.  three  to  be  taken  every  six.  hours,  with  Blue  Mass  gr.  v., 
continue  Spirits  Nitre  and  Aqua  Camph. 

2nd  Sept.  Is  better ;  skin  cool ;  pulse  70,  small  and  weak ; 
Congue  clean  and  moist ;  no  headache ;  no  pain ;  bowels  open  ; 
some  scybala ;  slept  well  last  night ;  has  taken  some  chicken 
broth ;  continue  same  treatment,  with  wine  or  beer. 

4th  Sept.  She  is  mending  rapidly.  R.  Calomel  gr.  x.. 
Jalap  gr.  x.,  and  then  resume  the  quinine  pills,  as  before. — 
Dismissed. 

This  was  a  very  mild  and  favorable  case,  yielding  readily 
to  treatment :  I  select  it  for  its  brevity.   I  would  furnish  many 
more,  some  of  much  greater  severity ;  some   mixed,  up   of 
these  symptoms,  and  those  of  the  supposed  milksickness,  but 
Ihavealteady  extended  this  paper  too  far. 

These  were  diseases,  in. my  belief,  depending  on  Mallaria 
fbr  cause  or  color ;  and  here  I  would  wish  to  be  understood, 
that  I  intend  not  to  argue,  that  all  diseases  are  so  caused,  nor 
even  that  all  the  cases  that  I  have  refered  to,  were  wholly 
of  that  character.  But  that  in  all,  the  peculiar  grades 
they  took,  when  once  developed,  was  dependent  on  the  pre- 
vious depressed  nervous  condition ;  the  eflfecl  of  Malaria.  In 
the  same  way  as  the  hysterical  constitution,  or  the  acquired 
diathesis  of  the  habitual  inebriate,  modifies  the  character  of 
every  ailment  to  which  such  individuals  may  become  subject. 

I  consider  Malaria  to  be  a  depressent  poison  ;  the  peculiar 
effect  of  which  is  to  obtund  or  crush  (in  proportion  to  its  con- 
centration, and  the  constitutional  resisting  power  of  each  in- 
dividual,) the  nervous  system  of  those  exposed  sufliciently 
long  to  its  action ;  as  we  see  manifested  in  the  oppression  and 
MalaisCi  so  generally  experienced  by  persons  fbr  days  or 
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weeks  previous  to  tbe  attack  of  sickness,  and  as  shown  in  the 
prostration,  and  insensibility  to  the  stinaulus  of  medicines, 
&c.,  in  many  bad  cases  of  fever ;  and  as  we  see  in  its  more 
exaggerated  form,  in  those  fearful  cases,  where,  as  in  a  per- 
son asphyxiated,  they  sink  beneath  the  cause,  without  nature 
appearing  even  to  make  a  struggle. 

In  the  fbliowing  remarks,  then,  I  assume  the  agency  of  Ma- 
laria as  proved ;  and  shall  only  now  briefly  point  out  the  mode 
and  channel,  by  which,  I  conceive,  its  fearful  powers  are 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  system.  In  order  more  efiectually 
to  convey  my  explanation  of  its  effects,  I  would  recall  to  your 
attention  the  fact,  and  one  which  I  think  cannot  be  too  famil- 
iar to  our  minds,  of  the  division  of  the  nervous  system  as  de- 
fined by  Bichat,  into  the  nerves  of  relation  or  animal  life,  and 
nerves  of  nutrition  or  organic  life.  And  it  is  to  these  last, 
that  I  think  our  attention  is  especially  called,  in  connection 
with  this  subject;  admitted  as  it  now  is,  by  Physiologists,  that 
from  the  ganglionic  system  are  derived  those  nerves  lining  tbe 
bloodvessels;  and  therefore,  receiving  the  first  impression 
from  all  elements  circulating  in  the  blood,  and  also  controling 
nutrition,  secretion  and  absorption.  Malaria  we  have  assum- 
ed to  be  gaseous;  and  though  capable, probably,  of  being  to 
some  extent  absorbed  through  the  skin,  to  our  clothed  bodies  at 
least,  its  introduction  must  be  clearly  by  the  lungs  ;  and  let  its 
constituents  be  what  they  may,  must,  like  the  oxygen  of  the 
air,  enter  the  blood  by  endosmosis  :  thus  in  a  moment  is  the 
whole  nervous  tissue,  lining  the  vast  area  of  the  vascular  sys- 
tem, subjected  to  its  influence ;  which,  if  of  concentrated  force, 
and  the  resisting  power  relatively  small,  crushes  it  at  once,  as 
in  some  rare  instances  we  see.  Or  acting  gradually  and  slow- 
ly from  its  diluted  state,  paralyses  by  degrees  or  perverts, 
that  vital  energy,  upon  which  depends  tbe  healthy  functions 
of  all  the  organs  of  secretion,  or  absorption  ;  for  what,  after 
all,  is  secretion?  what  is  absorption  but  vascular  action? — 
What  are  the  organs  of  secretion  or  absorption,  but  certain  con- 
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geries  of  vessels  specially  circumstanced,  and  specially  en* 
dowed  for  certain  and  specific  departments  of  the  same  func- 
tion ?  But  is  this  prostrated  condition  of  these  functions,  the 
whole  amount  of  the  mischief?  Unfortunately  not!  This  de- 
ranged condition  of  the  several  organs  designed  to  purify  or 
repair,  leaves  the  circulating  fluid,  fjfwi  neglect  of  its  nntunil 
guardians,  loaded  with  elements  which  should  have  been  re- 
moved, and  therefore,  unfit  for  healtliy  nutrition  of  the  tissues; 
and  thus  the  torpor  of  function  of  one  organ,  may  throw  cor- 
ruption and  derangement  through  the  whole.  Thence  results 
either  excitement  of  function  primarily,  or  by  reaction,  as 
in  the  excessive  secretion  of  Dysentery  or  Diarrhoea,  when 
endemic  or  epidemic,  or  accompanying  or  complicating  fever, 
and  perhaps  we  might  even  say  in  Cholera:  or  producing 
torpor,  palsy  of  the  intestinal  muscular  fibres,  as  exhibited  in 
the  80  called  milksickness,  and  the  character  of  which  palsy, 
is  so  peculiarly  illustrated  to  us  all  in  the  constipation  of  lead 
colic;  a  disease  receiving  its  special  cause  also,  either  by  cu- 
taneous or  gastric  absorption,  or  by  inspiration  ;  but  from 
either  mode  producmg  the  same  results.  But  to  re  turn  to 
our  text.  This  same  cause,  manifests  its  action  in  either 
excessive  secretion  or  suppressed  secretion ;  in  depressed 
capillary  action  and  decreased  capillary  area,  as  we  sec 
during  a  chill,  and  the  engorgement  of  the  internal  organs  as 
its  consequence,  as  we  know  occurs  in  the  spleen  and  liver, 
and  doubtless  also  in  the  network  of  veins  surrounding  the 
Theca  Vertebralis,  and,  I  believe,  the  cause  therefrom  of  those 
dorsal  pains,  so  constantly  accompanying  the  first  periods  of 
our  fevers,  as  also  supplying  us  with  a  ready  explanation  of 
the  origin  of  those  anomalous  pains  in  the  limbs,  of  which  our 
patients  under  such  circumstances,  make  such  bitter  com- 
plaints. Upon  what  other  view  can  we  explain  the  strange 
symptoms  we  have  most  of  ns  occasionally  met  with,  of  pain 
in  the  great  toe  or  heel,  and  there  only  ;  a  symptom  said  to 
have  been  peculiar  to  a  disease  known  and  dreaded  through 
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this  country,  many  years  ago,  called  by  the  people,  Cold 
Plague,  very  fatal»  little  understood,  and  doubtless  a  peculiai 
shade  of  Congestive  fever. 

Now,  then,  I  think  I  have  shown  that  certain  pain- 
ful symptoms,  common  in  many  of  our  endemic  dis- 
eases, are  readily  accounted  for  on  clear  pathological 
principles.  Let  us  see  what  Dr.  Bell,  the  great  contemn" 
er  of  Malaria,  says  in  reference  to  the  production  of  local  ef- 
fects from  general  causes.  In  showing  the  one  sided  reasoning 
of  the  followers  of  Brou^sais,  he  has  the  following : — "In  the 
first  place,  let  us  inquire  whether  any  cause  acting  on  the 
whole  economy,  is  capable  of  producing  local  disease.  Now 
I  believe  it  is  quite  certain  that  such  is  the  fact,  and  that  we 
may  have  first  a  morbid  condition  of  the  whole  system,  and 
consequent  on  this,  nervous  local  lesions.  Several  continen- 
tal pathologists,  but  in  particular,  M.M.  Gaspard  and  Ma- 
jendie,  have  shown  by  repeated  experiments,  that  we  can  pro- 
duce all  the  phenomena  of  Typhus  in  the  lower  animals,  by 
introducing  putrid  substances  into  the  system.  These  gentle- 
men injected  putrid  substances  into  the  veins  of  animals  and 
applied  them  to  the  surface  of  wounds  ;  and  in  every  case 
where  these  experiments  were  performed,  they  observed  that 
the  animals  became  ill ;  had  langour ;  loss  of  appetite  ;  thirst ; 
prostration;  in  fact  all  the  symptoms  of  bad  typhus,  and  in 
case  of  death,  they  exhibited  local  lesions,  corresponding  with 
those  we  meet  with  in  the  human  subject  in  fever."  Here, 
then,  is  admitted  the  capability  of  agents  acting  on  the  gen- 
eral organism  to  produce  local  effects;  the  accompanying 
symptoms  too,  of  which,  closely  correspond  with  those  we 
have  sketched  as  resulting  from  Malaria.  But  surely  I  have 
said  enough.  That  certain  agents  of  a  gaseous  form,  can,  when 
inhaled,  produce  all  these  effects  is  well  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  Christison's  work  on  Poisons: — "In  March 
1817,  a  number  of  miners  at  Lead  hills,  were  viblbntly  affect- 
«ed,  and  some  killed,  in  consequence,  as  was  supposed,  of  the 
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smoke  of  one  of  the  steam  engines  having  escaped  into  the 
way  gates,  and  contaminated  the  air.  The  gas  present  was 
supposed  to  have  been  sulphurous  acid  gas  with  carbonic, 
both  in  a  diluted  state;  some  who  attempted  to  pass  through 
died  immediately,  some  made  their  escape  after  some  hours, 
but  some  remained  till  the  air  was  so  far  purified,  that  their 
companions  could  descend  to  their  aid.  When  Mr.  Braid  first 
^w  them,  they  were  running  about  frantic  and  furious,  and 
striking  all  who  came  in  their  way ;  some  ran  off  terrified, 
when  any  one  approached  them  ;  some  were  singing ;  some 
praying,  and  others  lay  listless  and  insensible ;  many  retired 
and  vomited.  In  some  the  pulse  was  quick,  in  others  slow ; 
in  many  irregular,  and  in  all  feeble  ;  all  who  could  describe 
their  complaints  had  violent  headache  ;  some  Tenesmus,  and 
a  few  Diarrhoea ;  many  recovered  in  a  few  days." 

But  let  it  be  remembered  that  in  these  cases  the  poisonous 
gas  was  inhaled  at  once,  and  not  during  a  long  period,  in  a 
state  of  great  dilution,  like  a  secret  foe,  working  un- 
seen, till  the  superstructure  of  our  health  is  trembling  to  its 
base.  That  constant  and  long  continued  obstruction  of  the 
cutaneous  functions,  from  cold,  or  damp,  or  other  cause,  may 
by  suspending  the  proper  depuration  of  the  blood,  cause  it, 
after  a  time,  to  become  so  loaded  with  effete  matters,  that  by 
the  irritation  it  may  produce  from  the  exetted  vicarious  action 
of  other  organs,  and  the  depraved  nutrition  supplied  to  the 
body,  may  give  rise  to  conditions,  and  symptoms  of  those 
conditions,  in  many  points  analogous  to  the  effects  of  mias- 
matic agents,  I  do  not  dispute.  But  such  would  undoubtedly 
be  cases  of  exception  ;  similitudes,  and  not  the  rule,  or  the 
thing  itself.  The  ordinary  effects  of  vicissitudes  of  heat  and 
moisture,  we  all  know  to  be  inflammatory  diseases;  such  as 
simple  acute  Pleurisy ;  acute  Pneumonia ;  Rheumatism;  In- 
flammatory Erysipelas;  Inflammatory  Fever;  Peritonitis, 
&c.,  &c ,  These  are  efiects  from  sudden  causes,  acting  on 
previously  healthy  bodies,  and  widely  different,  I  conce ive* 
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would  be  our  diagnosis,  prognosis  and  treatment.  In  this  re- 
lation, is,  I  think,  one  of  the  most  important  bearings  of  our 
sabject  Are  we  to  consider  all  these  cases  in  different  dis- 
tricts, and  on  different  soils,  as  alike  ?  Are  We  to  treat  Pneu- 
monia, as  occurring  in  our  low,  swampy  grounds,  with  the 
same  means  we  would  apply  to  the  same  disease  in  a  hardy 
mountaineer?  Is  Erysipelas  when  epidemic  to  be  treated  in 
like  manner,  to  the  same  disease,  occurring  in  a  healthy  suV 
)ect  from  some  local  irritation;  or  rather  do  we  not  know,  thai 
in  certain  spots,  call  them  malarious  or  what  you  will;  let  the 
cause  be  bad  air  of  one  kind  or  another ;  our  patients  wear, 
not  only  in  the  pallor  of  their  skiiis,  and  the  size  of  their  solid 
abdominal  organs,  but  in  the  grade  of  their  diseases,  the 
stamp  of  their  locality.     In  the  words  of  Moore, 

**  The  trail  of  the  serpent  is  over  them  all." 

The  proverb  says,  tell  me  the  company  you  keep,  and  I 
will  tell  you  what  you  are.  But  I  say,  tell  me  where  you  live, 
and  I  will  make  a  very  close  guess  at  the  character  of  your 
disorders  :  and  indeed,  is  it  true,  that  full  often,  to  look  in  a 
man's  face  alone,  tells  but  too  plainly  the  character  of  the 
soil  he  lives  on,  and  the  air  he  breathes. 


ARTICLE  II. 

Hamorrhoides  with  Scirrhous  Rectum  —By  R.  Willard,  M.D. 

of  Oswego,    Ind. 

Mr.  Alex.  C.  Bull,  a3t.  26,  of  good  constitution,  and  tem- 
perate habits,  was  seized  with  a  disease  of  the  anus,  suppo- 
sed to  be  Piles,  at  the  age  of  20  or  21  ;  after  becoming  trou- 
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blesome,  was  treated  by  Physicians  in  Massilon  and  W003-' 
ter,  Ohio,  but  without  any  apparent  benefit.  In  1846  he  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  so  infirm  as  not  to  be  able  to  labour,  nor 
had  he  been  for  a  year  previous  to  his  return  to  his  friends 
here.  The  diseased  state  of  the  anus  and  lower  portion  of 
the  rectum,  was  becoming  more  and  more  formidable,  and  he 
regolved  to  visit  Cincinnati,  and  put  himself  under  the  care 
of  Messrs.  Hill  &  Morrow,  the  former.  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  the  Eclectic  Medical  School.  These  gentlemen  excised  by 
ligature  one  tumor;  cauterized  some,  and  discharged  him  with 
an  assurance  that  he  would  soon  be  well.  What  the  bill  of 
these  gentlemen  was,  I  did  not  learn,  but  the  brother  informed 
me  that  during  his  stay  of  nine  weeks,  it  cost  him  $400.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  he  returned  to  his  friends  unbenefitted.  Sci- 
ence having  failed  to  restore  him  ;  he  again  applied  to  some 
German  pretender,  and  then  to  a  professed  Botanic,  and  final- 
ly, when  the  symptoms  became  so  urgent  as  to  threaten  the 
citadel  of  life,  I  was  sent  foi  also,  and  found  him  in  the  fol- 
lowing condition  :  When  repairing  to  his  bed  side,  I  asked 
him  how  he  did.  With  apparent  emotions  of  hope  and  des- 
pair alternating,  he  turned  down  the  clothes  to  show  me  what 
a  dreadful  state  he  was  in.  My  senses  were  shocked  on  be- 
holding the  enormous  size  of  his  abdomen,  which  I  found  on 
examination,  to  be  tympanitic,  and  greatly  emaciated  ;  with 
-hectic  pulse ;  flushed  face ;  parched  tongue  ;  dyspnoea,  and 
much  restlessness  ;  wanted  water  constantly,  and  as  frequent- 
ly ejected  it. 

Having  obtained  a  succinct  history  of  his  case,  and  being 
informed  that  he  had  not  for  some  S6  or  88  days,  had  what 
might  be  considered  an  operation  from  the  bowels,  I  proposed 
to  examine  the  ntiture  of  the  difficulty.  He  was  accordingly 
laid  upon  a  low  bed,  near  the  window,  for  examination.  The 
sphincter  ani,  rectum,  and  all  the  soft  parts  between  the 
tubera  ischii,  appeared  to  be  a  perfect  mass  of  Scirrhus,  and 
to  the  touch  quite  unyielding.     I  then  attempted  to  introduce 
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a  metalic  sound  of  some  nine  inches  in  longth,  feeling  and 
probing  into  several  fiisures,  and  ultimately  succeeded  in 
passing  the  instrument  up  the  rectum.  On  its  withdrawal, 
no  feces  followed.  I  then  informed  him  and  his  friends,  that 
I  saw  no  way  in  which  I  could  render  him  a  permanent  ben- 
efit, and  that  a  reduction  of  the  abdomen  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  any  relief,  and  in  order  to  eflect  such  a  resuh,  I 
knew  of  no  other  way  than  to  discharge  the  gas  by  puncture 
of  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen  ;  but  viewing  the  case  hope- 
less, I  should  not  attempt  the  measure  without  the  full  and  en- 
tire consent  of  the  patient  and  his  friends  ;  the  latter  of  whom 
made  no  objections,  while  the  patient,  conscious  that  some- 
thing must  be  done,  wislied  me  to  operate.  Having  with  me 
a  small  trocar,  I  passed  it  into  the  abdomen  through  the  linea 
alba,  some  two  inches  below  the  umbilicus  ;  the  eflect  was, 
on  withdrawing  the  slilet.  that  a  sudden  and  forcible  escape 
of  gas  followed,  and  the  abdomen  was  reduced  to  nearly  an 
ordinary  size.  The  patient  made  no  complaint  in  the  opera- 
tion, and  said  he  felt  relieved.  Mv  mind  was  now  drawn  to 
a  consideration  of  the  cause  of  this  untoward  phenomenon,  as 
regarded  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  disease,  as  also  the 
practicability  of  any  pertnancnt  n.*lirf.  It  occurred  to  nie 
that  possibly  the  natural  passaire  miijht  be  made  pervious,  or 
an  artificial  one  substituted.  I  therefore  ordered  an  elder 
quill  with  the  pilh  removed  which  I  dressed  up  with  cotton 
flannel  in  a  manner  so  as  not  to  lacerate  the  parts. 

Having  prepared  a  niucilnge  of  corirx  uhni  and  lubricated 
my  finger,  with  cautious  perseverance  I  succfieded  in  passing 
it  dt)wn  the  scirrhous  atfection  in  th«;  ch;innel  of  the  true  rec- 
tum ;  but  the  indurated  condition  of  the  surrounding  parts, 
were  so  resisting  as  to  [)reclude  anv  passage  of  feces.  Ha- 
ving withdrawn  the  finger,  I  then  attempted  the  introduction 
of  the  canula,  which,  after  using  some  address,  turning  and 
twisting,  wq^  carried  above  the  stricture.  The  result  was  a 
passage  oi  dark  colored  feces,  in  the  amount  and  consistence 
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of  something  more  than  an  ordinary  discharge  from  physic. 
About  this  iiwm  a  sensible  chill  came  over  him,  with  return- 
ing pains  and  fulness  of  the  bowels.  Having  taken  a  saucer 
of  gruel  soon  after  the  operation  of  paracentesis,  the  question 
arose  in  my  mind,  whether  it  had  become  fermented  so  as  to 
produce  the  tympanitic  state  of  the  abdomen,  or  whether  a 
putrescent  tfate  of  the  viscera  had  not  produced  it.  Sufl5ce  it 
to  say  be^^oon  became  inflated;  while  a  train  of  symptoms 
began  to  assure  me  that  death  would  claim  its  victim.  He 
died  in  about  four  hours  from  the  time  I  first  saw  him. 

Now,  the  inquiry  will  arise,  can  the  anus  and  rectum  be  so 
diseased  as  to  utterly  preclude  foecal  discharge?  Can  a 
person  subsist  three  months,  by  what  chylopoietic  nutrition 
the  stomach  and  upper  bowels  are  able  to  concoct,  and  take 
up,  and  at  the  same  time  the  lower  bowels  serve  as  a  reser- 
voir for  the  feces  during  that  time?  Such  seems  to  have 
been  the  above  case,  though  the  patient  was  greatly  atrophied. 
Had  it  been  practicable,  it  would  have  been  interesting  to  ex- 
amine into  the  pathological  condition  in  the  above  case, 
and  thereupon  premise  some  efficient  method  of  treatment; 
but  circumstances  did  not  allow  a  post  mortem  examination 
to  be  made. 

Should  the  above  case  be  thought  of  sufficient  interest  to 
find  a  place  in  your  journal,  it  is  at  your  option  to  insert  or 
otherwise. 


ARTICLE  III. 


Observdtions  on  the  use  of  Coffee  as  a  Cause  of  Disease* — By 
W.  Matthews,  M.D.,  of  Nicholsonville,  Ind. 

Because  an  article  of  diet  or  luxury  is  in  universal  use,  it  it 
not  therefore,  necessarily  innocuous.     On  the  contrary,  sever- 
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al  articles  which  are  habitually  used  by  a  vast  majority  of 
the  civilized  world,  are  highly  deleterious  lo  tfie  health  of  tli« 
millions  who  employ  them.  Most  prominent  among  these 
are  the  various  preparations  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco^  Tea^  and 
Coffee. 

Passing  by  the  three  tirst  named  substances,  I  design,    in 
the  observations  which  follow,  calling  the   attention   of  the 
reader  to  some  of  the  pernicious  effects  which  Coflfee,  as  it  is 
commonly  used  throughout  the  Western  Country,  is  capable 
of  exercising  upon   the  constitutions  of  its  consumers,  espe- 
cially of  those  who  use  it,  as  the  phrase  is,  imnjoderately. — 
It  is  true,  that  persons  may   live  to  a  great  age,  and  for  the 
most  part  in  the  enjoyment  of  tolerable  health,  altliough  they 
swallow  daily  small  doses  of  poison  ;.  yet  when  the  doses  are 
increased,  either  in  frequency  or  size,  a  more  or  less  rapid  de- 
cay and  wretchedness  is  the  consequence.     Thus,  the  moder- 
ate spirituous  drinker,  may  live  to   a  great  age,  and  even  en- 
joy for  the  most  part,  an  exemption  from  pain  and  sickness  ; 
yet  no  sooner  does  he  become  an  intemperate  drinker,   than 
functional,  followed   sooner  or  later,  by^  organic  disease,  en- 
sues, and  life,  if  not  at  once  destroyed,  is  rendered  burden- 
some, and  the  wretched  victim  drags  out  a  miserable  exist- 
ence of  pain  and  anguish.     And  the  same,  I  conceive,  is  true, 
though  in  a  degree  less  marked,  when  coSee  is  substituted  for 
tde  alcoholic  potations. 

Hundreds  and  thousands  of  people,  especially  in  the  Wes- 
tern States,  destroy  their  health  by  the  intemperate  use  of 
coffee,  as  certainly  as  the  unfortunate  inebriate  destroys  his  by 
the  excessive  indulgence  in  his  peculiar  vide.  And  it  would 
not  seem  to  be  an  irrational  conclusion,  that  if  large  quantities 
of  coffee  taken  into  the  stomach  prove  deleterious  to  the  hu- 
man system,  when  taken  in  less  quantities,  the  same  conse- 
quences follow,  though  in  an  inverse  ratio.  Admitting  that  a 
single  cup  of  coffee,  when  suitably  qualified  by  cream  aud 
sugaTi  does  not  act,  either  upon  the  nerves  of  the  stomach,  or 
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upon  the  general  nervous  system,  to  which  its  action  is  chiefly 
directed,  injuriously,  yet  the  validity  of  the  above  proposition 
is  not  in  the  least  lessened  ;  for  here  in  the  West,  where  eve- 
rything is  tending  to  extremes,  it  is  not  at  all  uncommon,  in- 
deed it   is  very  common   for  nervous  and  exsanguineous  fe- 
males to  consume,  during  a  single  meal,  two,  three,  four  or 
six  cups  of  strong  coffee,  almost  boiling  hot,  and  perhaps,  en- 
tirely   unqualified    by  the    cream     and    sugar.     Is    it  not 
strange,     that     persons    indulging    thus    intemperately    in 
the    use    of   a    pretty     active    narcotic,    should     be    able 
to   resist  its   pernicious  effects  as  well  as   they  do?      Nor 
fe  it  uncommon  for  such  individuals  to  repeat  these  enormous 
quantities  two   or  three  times  daily.     Even  hot  water,  thus 
habitually  swallowed,  one  would  suppose  could  not  fail  to  dis- 
order the  stomach,  and  ultimately  lead  to  troublesome   dys- 
peptic affections ;  and  such,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  would 
be  the  case,  especially  if  accompanied  by  sedentary  habits. 
Because  the  gastric  juice   when  greatly  diluted,  it  is  well 
known,  loses  to  a   corresponding  degree,  its  solvent  power, 
upon  which  depends  almost  entirely  the  physiology  of  healthy 
digestion.     But  Coffee,  when  unduly  indulged  in,  undoubted- 
ly interferes  with  the  process  of  digestion,  not  only  by  dilu- 
ting the  gastric  juice  and  scalding  the  mucous    membrane  of 
the  primae  viae  but  also  by  disordering,  by  its  narcotic  proper- 
ty, the  organs  of  the  gastric  secretion  itself. 

Now,  it  is  obvious  that  the  effects  of  the  inordinate  use  of 
coffee  will  be  seen,  first,  in  the  disordered  state  of  the  general 
nervous  system ;  and  secondly,  or  concomitantly,  in  the  dis- 
order of  the  digestive  apparatus.  From  often  repeated  abnor- 
mal stimulation  of  the  nervous  system  by  narcotics,  we  look 
for  tremors,  palpitations,  headaches,  general  debility,  and 
more  or  less  irritability  of  temper.  And  such  are  precisely 
the  symptoms  that  are  evolved  in  persons  addicted  to  the  vi- 
cious practice  of  goading  their  stomachs,  several  times  daily, 
with  enormous  quantities  of  strong,  hot  cofiee.     But  most  cer 
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tainly,  along  with  the  symploms  above  enumerated,  we  liavc 

superadded  those  common  to  dyspepsia  ;  such  as  constipation, 

a  foul  tongue,  habitually  high  colored  urine,  tenderness  of  the 
epigastrium,  heavy,  dull,  and  persistent  pain  of,  most  often, 

the  left  hypochondrium,  sallow  or  icteric  complexion,  lassi- 
tude, with  a  sensation  of  weariness  throughout  every  part  of 
the  body. 

For  the  purpose  of  more  fully  illustrating  the  subject,  the 
two  subjoined  cases  are  offered.  Similar  cases  might  be  men- 
tioned to  an  indefinite  extent,  but  as  little  advantage 
would  be  likely  to  result  from  a  repetition  of  such  examples, 
it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  occupy  valuable  space  therewith. 

Case  I.  A  boy  of  twelve  years  of  age,  who  from  infancy 
had  been  accustomed  to  coffee  drinking,  during  the  last  year 
had  been  in  a  state  of  ill  health.  He  was  pale  and  exsan- 
guincous;  features  sharp,  and  contracted;  complairicd  fre- 
quently of  severe  headache;  was  peevish  and  ill-tempered. 
For  months  he  had  been  suffering  from  universal  tremors; 
could  scarcely  raise  his  hands  to  his  mouth ;  and  indeed,  ul- 
timately sufiered  a  paralysis  of  his  right  arm  and  hand.  Up- 
on inquiring  into  the  case,  it  was  ascertained,  that  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  consuming  three  large  cups  of  coffee,  once,  twice, 
and  not  unfrequently  three  times  daily.  He  took  no  medicine, 
but  was  advised  to  abandon,  in  toto  his  long  cherished  coffee, 
and  use  in  its  stead,  a  moderate  quantity  of  cow's  milk.  With 
the  suspension  of  the  coffee,  he  began  to  improve,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health. 

Now,  tliere  can  be  no  question,  that  if  the  boy  had  been 
allowed  to  continue  his  coffee,  despite  the  most  judicious  med- 
ical treatment,  he  would  have  remained  in  ill  health,  and 
after  years  of  wretched  valetudinarianism,  would  have  be- 
come a  prey  to  a  pernicious  luxury,  of  the  injurious  effects  of 
which  neither  the  child  nor  his  parents,  ever  dreamed. 

Case  n.  W.  M.,  a  medical  man,  of  slender  and  delicate 
constitution,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  for  several  years  pre- 
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vious  lo  the  last  one  had  been  the  subject  of  dyspepsia,  and 
its  twin  brother,  hypochondriacism.     His  bowels  were  habit- 
ually disordered ;  being  either  constipated  or  suffering  from 
Diarrhoea;  he  was  subject  to  headache  ;  was  fretful,  emacia- 
ted, feeble,  short  of  breath;  and  upon  the  slightest  exertion, 
either  of  body  or  mind,  incipient  syncope  would  be  induced; 
there  was  irregular  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries — especial-^ 
ly  of  the  carotids — which  led  him  into  the  belief,   that  he 
was  the  subject  of  incurable  cardiac  disease.     But  the   most 
prominent  and  troublesome  symptom  was  an  indescribable 
persistent   pain    or  uneasiness  of  the   left  hypochondrium, 
which  tormented   the  unfortunate  sufferer    continually,  and 
from  which  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  divert  his  attention, 
even  for  a  nK)ment.     Every  imaginary  treatment  was,  of 
course,  adopted  in  the  management  of  this  case;  but  all  to 
no  purpose.     The   patient   being  of  temperate  habits   was 
^ieted  almost  lo  death,  yet  every  symptom  seemed  to  be  be- 
coming more  grave.     The  patient  was  a  coffee  drinker,  and 
for  several  year*  had  been  in  the  daily  habitof  using  a  single 
cup,  three  times  daily.     This  he  was  finally  induced  to  aban- 
don ;  and  from  that  day^ — the  day  on  which  he  parted  with 
his  old  and  long  cherished  companion,  his  improvement  has 
been  steady ;  and  at  this  time  his  health  is  sufficiently  good 
to  attend  to  an  extensive  practice  in  his  profession. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

Singular  Case  of  Malformation. — By  C.  A.  Hathwell,  M.D., 

of  Virginia,  111. 

I  submit  the  following  remarkable  case  which  occurred  in 
my  practice,  for  record  in  the  pages  of  this  Journal,  with  con- 
siderable reluctance;  but  I  deem  it  the  duty  of  every  prac- 
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citioner  to  fearlessly  give  such  extraordinary  cases  to  the  pub- 
lic, totally  regardless  of  the  opinions  some  may  entertain  and 
express. 

Dec.  7,  1849.  Called  in  great  haste  to  see  Mrs  C.  W.,  re- 
aiding  in  the  country.  On  my  arrival  found  her  flooding 
rather  profusely :  at  once  prescribed  cold  applications  to  the 
pubes,  30  grs  Acet.  Plumbi,  3grs.  Pulv.  Opii,  m.  div.  in  pulr. 
No.  vj.,  to  be  given  at  appropriate  intervals;  strictly  enjoined 
perfect  rest,  with  cool  acidulated  drinks.  The  lady  was  in 
the  eiglh  month  of  her  pregnancy.  Upon  inquiry,  I  learned 
the  following  history  of  the  case  :  Not  long  previous  to  my 
being  sent  for,  >vhilst  at  the  wash  tub,  and  leaning  against  the 
machine,  suddenly  the  tub  upset  and  she  fell  with  great  vio- 
lence  on  her  abdomen,  across  the  tub.  In  the  course  of  an 
hour  afterwards  hemorrhage  ensued  ;  this  having  become 
alarming,  I  was  immediately  called  in.  I  remained  with  her 
until  the  flooding  was  considerably  abated.  Called  next  day;: 
found  my  patient  better,  hemorrhage  very  slight;  ordered 
much  the  same  treatment,  omitting  however  the  Acet.  Plumbi 
and  Opium. 

Dec.  23.  Was  again  summoned  to  attend  the  lady,  found 
her  very  restless,  fretful  and  uneasy,  feverish,  cephalalgic, 
tongue  loaded,  breath  hot  and  offensive,  with  dyspnoea,  bowels 
very  constipate*!,  had  had  no  operation  for  some  40  hours,  &c.; 
was  informed  by  an  elderly  attendant  that  she  had  been  in 
labor  five  or  six  hours;  but  the  pains  were  very  weak.  After 
some  time  I  lequested  an  examination,  which  was  positively 
objected  to.  Taking  the  costive  state  of  her  bowels  into 
consideration,  I  ordered  enemata  immediately,  which  was 
promptly  attended  to.  A  discharge  of  feces  was  procured  and 
my  patient  was  much  relieved.  The  pains  gradually  became 
stronger,  but  with  long  intervals  between  them.  Permission 
at  length  having  been  obtained,  I  examined  the  patient.  I 
found  the  os  uteri  much  dilated,  and  a  hairy,  soft,  pulpy  maat 

presenting  itself.    Pains  became  still  oMre  forcible  and  fre* 
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quent.  I  endeavored  to  feel  for  a  fontanelle,  or  something  by 
T\'hich  I  could*^di3tinguisb  the  mass  that  was  there,  but  in 
Tain.  I  confess  I  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  it,  and  felt 
quite  uneasy.  Pains  now  became  very  strong,  and  at  each 
successive  one,  this  hairy  mass  was  gradually  protruding  itr 
self,  long  and  narrow,  until  some  twelve  or  fourteen  inches 
(it  appeared  to  me)  was  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi.  After  a 
severe  pain  this  part  suddenly  advanced,  and  at  once  as- 
sumed a  round  globular  form,  which  I  then  discovered  to  be 
a  head.  In  due  course  of  tune  the  whole  was  born.  I  cut 
the  umbilical  cord  and  took  it  away.  It  had  evidently  been 
dead  some  time  ;  was  discolored,  and  quite  oifensive.  The 
description  of  the  foetus  is  as  follows :  the  head  was  large,  very 
soft,  with  apparently  no  ossification  whatever  ;  the  eyes  also 
large,  the  pupil  particularly  so.  Where  the  nose  should  have 
been  there  was  an  entire  flat  space,  terminating  below  and 
just  above  the  mouth,  in  two  small  foramina.  There  was  no 
external  ear,  but  a  small  round  hole  on  either  side.  The 
shoulders  were  depressed  and  bending  forward ;  and  upon 
investigation  I  found  a  deficiency  of  the  clavicle  on  either 
side.  There  was  no  thumb  on  either  hand,  and  the  nails 
were  on  the  inside  of  the  phalanges ;  a  thin  membrane  grow- 
ing between  them,  from  the  metacarpal  bones  to  the  end  of 
each  phalanx,  connecting  them  in  a  manner  similar  to  the 
feet  of  a  duck  or  goose.  I  perceived  nothing  further  unnatur- 
al until  we  arrived  at  the  patella  which  was  situated  in  what 
should  have  been  the  popliteal  space;  the  heel  was  anterior  and 
the  metatarsal  bones,  &c.,  posterior.  Seeing  the  great  distress 
of  Mr.  W.,  I  forbore,  through  feelings  of  delicauy  and  respect, 
from  examining  it  more  closely. 

I  most  earnestly  requested  him  to  permit  me  to  preserve  it, 
using  every  argument  I  was  master  of  to  persuade  him  of  the 
propriety  of  so  doing,  but  to  no  purpose.  I  was  peremptori- 
ly refused,  from  conscientious  prejudices  against  any  thing  of 
the  kind.    Seeing  it  was  impossible  to  overcome  his  repug- 
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nance  to  my  having  it,  I  urged  the  matter  no  further.  He 
would  have  it  buried,  and  I  never  ascertained  where.  The 
lady  stated  to  me  that  she  had  not  felt  the  muscular  move- 
iQent  of  the  child  for  some  weeks  previous  to  her  accouch- 
mcnt.  The  placenta  came  away  in  proper  time  ;  some  hem- 
orrhage ensued,  much  coagulated  blood  and  some  pus.  I 
visited  the  lady  some  three  or  four  times  and  she  did  well.-*- 
Her  husband  informed  me  in  conversation  some  days  after- 
wards, that  this  was  the  third  time  she  had  proved  pregnant, 
and  that  twice  before  she  had  miscarried  in  the  seventh 
ttionth  of  her  pregnancy. 


ARTICLE  V, 

TAc  Obstetrical  Extractor. — A  Paper  read  before  the  Chicago 
Medical  Society. — By  John  Evans,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Ob- 
stetrics, &c.,  iu  Rush  Medical  College. 

The  idea  of  laying  hold  of  the  head  of  the  child  to  exert 
extractive  force  upon  it,  must  have  occurred  to  the  first  intel- 
ligent accoucheur  in  attendance  upon  a  tedious  or  obstructed 
labour.  And  yet  ive  have  no  account  of  any  successful 
means  having  been  devised  for  fulfilling  this  plain  indication, 
which  so  frequently  occurs  in  the  practice  of  every  Obstetri- 
cian, up  to  the  time  of  the  Chamberlains.  And  since  the  dis- 
covery and  universal  adoption  of  the  obstetrical  forceps, 
which,  by  general  consent,  are  not  proper  to  be  used  in  one 
fourth  the  cases  in  which  this  kind  of  aid  is  indicated,  the 
whole  profession,  has  strangely  enough,  seemed  to  be  satisfied 
with  efforts  at  improving  them,  without'  seeming  to  think  a 
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better  contrivance  possible  or  desirable.  So  much  so  bas  tins 
been  the  case,  that  when  two  years  ago,  I  proposed  to  devise 
an  instrument  that  would  be  simpler,  safer,  and  more  general 
in  its  application,  I  was  met  on  every  hand  by  the  reply,  that 
the  forceps  properly  constructed  were  all  that  was  wanted.* — 
But  the  multiplicity  of  modifications  through  which  the  for- 
ceps have  gone  shows  that  there  is  great  deficiency  in  the  in- 
strument. 

Since  the  greatest  obstacle  in  the  way  of  improvement,  is 
a  want  of  a  proper  understanding  of  the  errors  and  deficien- 
cies under  which  we  labor,  I  will,  before  describing  the  in- 
strument I  have  invented,  and  used  as  a  means  of  extracting 
the  head  of  the  child  in  diflScult  labor,  direct  attention  to 
some  of  the  numerous  defects  of  the  forceps.  For,  notwith- 
standing they  are  the  greatest  triumph  of  obstetrical  art,  if  not 
the  most  \iseful  instrument  ever  invented  for  the  relief  of  suf- 
fering humanity  ;  still,  they  fall  far  short  of  fulfilling  all  the 
ii^dications  for  a  resort  to  extractive  force  in  parturition. 

The  size  of  the  forceps,  with  their  wide,  rigid,  permanently 
curved  clamps,  renders  their  introduction  diflicult;  in  all  case9 
painful — often  dangerous: — and  under  many  circumstances, 
entirely  impossible.  The  dangers  of  lacerating  the  vagi- 
na, OS  tincoe  and  perinseum,  and  of  destroying  the  child,  from 
compression  of  the  head,  where  much  force  is  required,  are 
familiar  to  all,  and  universally  admitted. 

A  large  number  of  cases  evidently  demanding  such  assist- 
ance as  they  give,  are  allowed  to  go  on  hour  after  hour,  and 
softietimes,  even  days,  without  relief,  from  a  horror  of  apply- 
ing the  forceps  ;  which  can  only  be  the  resull  of  their  danger 
and  the  pain  necessarily  inflicted  by  them. 

The  forceps  are  not  applicable  until  the  head  has  engaged 
in  the  superior  strait,  and  according  to  British  authors,  not  un- 
til it  has  descended  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  are  not 
applicable  until  the  os  tincae  is  dilated,  under  any  circumstan- 
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ces.     Hence»  they  are  useless  in  many  cases  of  hemorrhage, 
aod  convulsions,  demanding  speedy  delivery. 

They  interfere  with  the  natural  rotation,  if  applied  high  up 
in  the  pelvis,  and  thus  render  the  delivery  more  difficult. 

The  rules  for  the  application  of  the  forceps  are  so  complex 
and  varied,  that  they  are  learned  and  understood  with  diffi- 
culty, and  the  cases  in  which  their  use  is  recommended  oc- 
cur so  rarely,  that  few  practitioners  are  prepared  to  use  them, 
when  the  emergency  requiring  it  comes. 

Certainly,  under  these  circumstances,  and  in  view  of  the 
great  amount  of  suffering  endured  in  consequence  of  the  want 
of  an  instrument  to  fulfil  the  indications  in  these  and  other 
cases,  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  give  .the  results  of  my  ef- 
forts  to  furnish  the  desideratum. 

The  Obstetrical  Extractor  was  exhibted  to  my  class  in  Rush 
Medical  College  during  the  winter  of  1848-9;  but,  by  waiting, 
to  test  its  applicability,  it  has  not  been  made  more  public  until 
now. 

The  principle  upon  which  it  operates  is  plain  and  simple, 
being  that  of  placing  a  band  or  fillet  around  the  head 
of  the  child  above  its  largest  diameter,  and  fixing  the  ends 
near  together,  by  steel  fingers,  so  that  it  cannot  be  drawn  off. 
From  this  band  straps  pass  down  to  the  vertex  and  out  through 
the  OS  externum,  tu  be  grasped  by  the  hand,  and  upon  which 
the  extractive  force  is  exerted. 

The  band  or  fillet  is  applied  after  the  manner  of  passing 
the  ligature  an>und  a  polypus  by  Gooch's  double  canula,  as 
will  be  more  readily  understood  after  describing  the  instru- 
ment. 

In  the  following  cuts  No.  1  shows  imperfectly  the  instru- 
ment and  its  difierent  parts,  and  No.  2  its  position  upon  the 
head  when  applied. 
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CUT    NO.    1    SHOWINQ    THE    EXTRACTOR. 


A  The  edge  of  one  finger  extended  as  when  iDtrodnced;  6  6}ointB. 

B  A  finger  showing  the  palmar  face  and  the  attachment  of  the  band  at 
(a)  the  ring  on  the  end;  c  a  hole  in  the  end  of  the  handle  through  which 
■tringa  may  be  tied. 

C  The  edge  of  the  other  finger  turned  up  to  show  the  curve  when 
flexed,  with  band  attached. 

T>  The  silk  braid  or  fillet  to  which  are  attached  straps  of  silk  braid  teee. 

E  A  net-work  two  inches  wide  of  small  silk  braid  sewed  together  to. 
form  the  meshes. 

P  F  Pine  silk  braid  strings  attached  to  the  band  half  way  from  the  end 
to  the  centre  and  passed  through  the  rings  to  draw  the  banif  intolhem. 

O    Sliding  ring  that  slips  on  the  handles  to  firmly  hold  them  in  appo- 

The  Extractor  consists  of  two  blades  or  fingers  of  steel  that 
are  exactly  alike ;  each  11  inches  long,  5  inches  of  which  ig 
handle  and  6  inches  finger ;  a  sliding  ring ;  a  silk  band  pass- 
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ing  from  one  finger  to  the  other,  9  inches  long  by  1  inch  wide, 
and  4  straps  of  silk  braid  passing  from  it  downward  between 
the  fingers,  18  inches  long,  and  J  of  an  inch  wide.  Between 
these  straps  and  attached  to  the  inferior  margin  of  the  band 
is  a  net  wort  2  inches  wide,  made  of  silk  braid. 

The  handles  are  t  of  an  inch  wide,  and  3-16ths  thick,  uni- 
form and  straight  the  entire  length,  so  that  a  sliding  ring  can 
be  passed  over  both  when  their  edges  are  brought  together,  so 
as  firmly  to  fix  them  side  by  side,  as  at  Gf,  cut  2. 

The  other  part  forms  the  finger  which  has  a  curvature  to  fit 
the  convexity  of  the  child's  head.  It  is  J  of  an  inch  thick  at 
the  junction  with  the  handle,  for  here  the  greatest  strain  comes 
on  the  instrument,  but  rapidly  becomes  thinner  toward  the 
end,  until  it  is  as  much  attenuated  as  it  can  be,  to  allow  of 
two  strong  hinge  joints  (6.  6.)  in  it.  It  tppers  also  in  width 
from  I  of  an  inch  at  the  handle  to  f  at  the  end,  where  it  is  ter- 
minated by  a  ring,  the  hole  (a)  through  which  is  i  of  an  inch  in 
diameter.  The  edges  of  the  fingers  are  rounded  and  the 
hinges  made  so  that  they  present  no  roughness.  They  allow 
flexion  enough  to  adapt  the  finger  to  any  part  of  the  head  upon 
which  It  may  rest  at  the  time,  and  extension  enough  to  make 
it  as  straight  (A)  as  is  desirable  in  the  introduction  of  the  in- 
strument. The  slide  holds  the  handle  and  fingers  parallel 
and  firmly  together,  so  that  their  ends  cannot  separate. 

The  band  {D)  or  fillet  is  firmly  attached  to  the  end  of  each 
finger  at  the  ring,  and  by  a  few  drilled  holes  below  it.  This 
is  the  main  part  of  the  instrument  as  the  steel  fingers  are  only 
used  to  pass  it  around  the  head  and  hold  it  there. 

The  net  work  (E)  is  designed  to  keep  the  band  from  slip- 
ping ovei  the  chin  of  the  child  and  to  keep  the  straps  in  their 
places. 

The  straps  {e.  e.  e,  e.)  are  firmly  sewed  to  the  margin  of 
the  band  nearest  the  handles,  and  pass  down  so  as  to  reach 
some  distance  below  the  ends  of  the  handles.    These  may 
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be  tied  together  at  their  ends,  to  form  a  loop  in  which  the  hand 
may  hold  when  pulling  to  extract  the  child. 

The  thread  or  6ne  braid  (F F)  is  to  draw  the  band  into  the 
rings  at  the  ends  of  the  fingers,  so  that  it  will  be  carried  en- 
tirely up  during  the  introduction  of  the  instrument; 

CUT    NO.    S    SHOWING    THE    APPLICATION. 


To  prepare  the  Extractor  for  application,  draw  the  band 
through  the  rings,  and  tie  the  threads  holding  it  to  the  ends  of 
the  handles ;  put  on  the  slide,  extend  the  fingers,  adjust  the 
Hraps,  and  dip  the  whole  in  oil. 

To  introduce  it,  pass  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand  to  the  pre- 
seotiog  part  of  the  head  of  ihe  child,  or  to  the  os  uteri ;  take 
the  Instrunaent  as  prepared,  by  the  handles,  holding  the  straps 
in  place,  parallel  with  the  fingers  of  the  instrument,  and  pass 
it  within  the  uterus,  with  the  palmar  surface  of  the  fingers 
next  the  bead.  Then  as  it  is  passed  up,  flexion  of  the  fingers 
will  take  place  from  traction  on  the  straps  and  the  pressure 
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of  the  uterus,  so  as  to  keep  them  in  contact  with  the  head,  as 
if  grasping  it.  With  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  examine  and 
adjust  the  end  of  the  instrument  so  as  to  give  it  a  right  direc- 
tion, then  gently  press  it  up  until  the  curve  fits  upon  the  head» 
as  seen  in  cut  No.  2.  When  the  end  with  its  bunch  of  silk 
passes  over  the  greatest  diameter  of  the  child's  head,  the  re- 
sistance gives  way  and  it  becomes  free. 

In  this  process  there  is  no  danger  of  injuring  either  mother 
or  child,  if  done  with   moderate  prudence,  as  the  end  of  the 
instrument  is  protected  by  the  bunch  of  silk  band  drawn  into 
the  rings.     Next  the  threads  that  hold  the  band  thus,  are  loos- 
ened and  the  slide  taken  off.     One  handle  is  now  grasped  and 
gently  carried  around  the  head  from  its  fellow  to  the  opposite 
side.     As  the  finger  goes   round  it  pays  out  the  baud   at  the 
very  place  desired.     Care  must  be  had  that  none  of  the  straps 
are  pulled  at  this  stage  of  the   process,  lest  they   draw  the 
band  too  far  down.  The  other  handle  is  next  grasped  and  car- 
ried in  the  opposite  direction  until  it  meets  its  fellow.     Du- 
ring this  part  of  the  process  two  points  should  be  attended  to» 
to  facilitate  the  application.     First,  to  relieve  compression  be- 
tween the  head  and  any  part  of  the  pelvic  walls,  the  former 
may  be  pressed  upward.     And  when  the  instrument  is  pas- 
sing over   the   occiput,   if  passed  far  up,  the  end  of  it  may 
strike  against  the  child's  neck  and  make  an  obstruction.     If 
this  occurs,  slightly  withdrawing  the  handle  will  obviate  the 
difficulty. 

When  brought  together  the  slide  is  to  be  placed  upon  the 
handles  again  and  the  straps  adjusted  with  the  fingers,  so  as 
to  be  about  equi-distant  from  each  other,  gathered  together 
and  passed  through  the  staple  upon  the  sliding  ring,  and 
drawn  down  tightly.  Thus  applied,  the  slide  on  the  handles 
holds  the  fingers  of  the  instrument  parallel  to  each  other,  and 
fixes  firmly  the  ends  near  together  so  that  the  band  cannot 
give  or  slip  off  of  the  head. 
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The  instrument 'thus  apglied  as  seen  in  cut  No.  2,  is  ready 
for  the  application  of  extractive  force,  which  may  be  made 
as  occasion  requires  either  directly,  obliquely  downward,  up- 
ward or  to  either  side  by  pulling  more  forcibly  the  opposite 
straps.  If  the  head  needs  its  position  altered,  it  gives  us  the 
best  possible  power  for  accomplishing  it. 

Although  I  have  had  but  limited  experience  in  the  use  of  the 
Extractor i  so  far  it  has  proved  itself  to  be  all  that  I  could 
have  expected.  My  greatest  fear,  before  using  it,  was  that  it 
would  be  difficult  of  application,  and  especially  in  passing 
the  fingers  from  one  side  of  the  head  to  the  other,  but  in  this, 
even  when  the  head  has  been  pressed  down  tightly  in  the 
.pelvis,  I  have  met  with  comparatively  little  difficulty,  as  the 
whole  process  of  application  required  but  a  minute,  and 
scarcely  caused  an  extra  pang  of  suffering  *  to  the  patient. — 
But  as  the  test  of  experience  can  scarcely  be  claimed  for 
the  Extractor,  we  will  look  at  it  philosophically  and  see  what 
indications  it  will  probably  fulfil. 

As  it  is  capable  of  being  extended  beyond  a  right  line  as 
shown  at  A.  Cut  No.  1,  it  can  be  passed  round  the  bulge  of 
the  head  at  any  point  in  the  maternal  passages  and  from  its 
small  size,  flexibility,  and  smoothness,  with  great  facility. 

These  traits  will  also  enable  the  operator  to  apply  it  even 
before  the  os  uteri  is  dilated  larger  than  the  size  of  a  dollar. 
The  bunch  of  silk  braid  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  instrument, 
made  by  the  band  being  drawn  into  the  rings,  makes  a  perfect 
protection  from  its  being  pushed  against  the  uterus  or  child  in 
a  way  to  inflict  injury. 

The  parts  applied  to  the  head,  being  a  kind  of  silken  net 
work,  are  in  no  danger  of  injuring  the  child. 

The  application  of  force  involves  but  little  compression  of 
the  head,  which  is  left  free  to  be  moulded  to  the  shape  of  the 
passage. 

The  straps  being  so  soft  and  yielding,  and  their  adaptation 
to  the  head  being  so  close,  there  is  no  danger  of  contusion  or 
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laceration  resulting  from  them.  ^  Even  when  the  os  uteri  is 
but  slightly  dilated  the  straps  would  be  in  no  danger  of  in- 
juring it. 

The  head  is  so  completely  grasped  by  the  instrument,  that 
we  can  apply  our  force  so  as  to  make  but  little  pressure  on  the 
mother's  parts,  in  advance  of  the  head. 

There  is  no  precise  place  on  the  head  where  the  instrument 
must  be  applied,  as  there  is  no  danger  of  its  injuring  any  part. 
The  small  size  of  the  instrument  (its  weight  entire  is  8  oun- 
ces) renders  it  convenient ;  its  simplicity  understandable  and 
safe,  and  its  cheapness  commends  it  especially  to  those  who 
have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  forceps,  on  account  of  their 
price.  The  Extractor  will  probably  not  cost  over  3  or  4  dollars 
when  its  manufacture  is  systemized. 

The  cases  to  which  it  is  applicable  are : 

Ist.^AU  of  those  in  which  the  forceps  are  now  recommend- 
ed, excepting  when  the  head  may  be  so  firmly  locked  be- 
tween opposite  points  of  the  pelvis  that  it  cannot  be  moved 
by  compressing  it  upward. 

2nd. — All  labors  protracted  in  the  second  stage,  where  it  is 
possible  to  deliver  with  safety  to  the  child.  Being  applied 
with  little  pain  or  danger  there  can  be  no  excuse  for  allowing 
a  patient  to  suffer  the  agonizing  throes  of  labor,  hour  after 
hour,  without  progress,  as  is  done  in  almost  all  such  cases 
now,  should  the  physician  have  the  Extractor  at  hand. 

3rd. — In  labours  obstructed  at  the  superior  strait  of  the 
pelvis  it  will  be  especially  applicable,  for  the  higher  up  the 
head  is  at  the  time,  thf  easier  will  be  the  application  of  the 
instrument.  This  will  be  manifest  if  we  consider  how  readily 
it  can  be  passed  up  by  the  side  of  the  head  when  the  fingers 
are  extended,  and  that  the  only  obstacle  likely  to  interfere 
with  its  application  is  in  passing  the  fingers  from  one  side  to 
the  other,  of  the  head.'  The  higher  the  head  is  up,  the  more 
loosely  it  floats,  and  of  course,  the  less  resistance  of  this  kind 
will  be  offered. 
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4th. — Cases  requiring  spqedy  delivery  at  any  time,  either 
before  labour  has  comnaenced  (for  the  os  uteri  toward  the  full 
time  is  always  dilatable  enough  to  allow  of  its  application,) 
or  during  its  progress,  as  is  sometimes  desirable  in  convul- 
sions, hemorrhage,  and  the  induction  of  premature  labour,  to 
prevent  craniotomy. 

By  applying  the  Extractor,  immediately  after  the  separation 
of  the  placenta,  in  placenta  previa,  as  recommended  by  Prof. 
Simpson,  probably  the  head  may  be  kept  so  compressed 
against  the  os  uteri  as  to  prevent  fatal  hemorrhage,  and  possi- 
bly, sometimes  deliver  so  speedily  as  to  save  the  child. 

In.cases  of  prolapsus  of  the  funis  umbilicalis,  the  fold  may 
be  completely  returned  by  placing  it  between  the  ends  of  the 
fingers  of  the  Extractor,  when  it  will  rest  upon  the  bunch  of 
0ilk  band  as  prepared  for  introduction,  by  which  it  can  be 
carried  entirely  above  the  head  and  held  there  until  the  head 
is  delivered. 

The  difficulty  of  describing  an  instrument  that  is  entirely 
unique,  may  prevent  me  from  making  myself  understood  with- 
out exhibiting  it,  but  I  think  no  one  will  fail  to  see  its  plausi- 
bility, upon  an  examination  of  the  Extractor  itself. 

That  it  will  fill  most  of  the  indications  pointed  out,  I  have 
no  doubt,  but  extensive  experience  must  be  the  test  of  the 
range  of  its  usefulness. 

Chicago,  April  16,  1860. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

A  Case  of  Uterine  Hejnarrhage -^By    Isaac  E.    Thayer/ 

M.D.,  of  Grand  Prairie,  Wis. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th  January,  I  wa»  summoned  to 
attend  Mrs.  E.  H.,  in  labor  with  her  first  child.  On  my  arrival 
I  found  the  uterine  contractions  irregular ;  os  uteri  btrt  very 
little  dilated,  the  soft  parts  in  a  rigid  and   unyielding  state. — 
Accordingly  I  administered  Tartarized  Antimony  2  gr.,  Gum 
Opii2  gr,  and  after  the  space  of  two  hours  the  soft  parts  be- 
came quite  yielding,  and  the  labor  advanced  regularly  until 
the    head    arrived     at   the    inferioF    strait   of     the   pelvis, 
where  it  met  with  some  resistance  on  account  of  the  large 
size  of  the  head.    I  applied  the  forceps  and  delivered,  with- 
out much  trouble.     On  examination  I  found  the  placenta  ad- 
herent over  its  whole  surface  ;  the  uterus  was  excited  to  con- 
•  traction  by  external   friction,   and  grappling  the   abdomen, 
which  availed  nothing  in  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta.     I 
then  proceeded  to  deliver,  by  introducing  my  hand  and  sep- 
erating  its  attachments,  which  resulted  in  a  profuse  and  alarm" 
ing  hemorrhage,    producing  syncope  in  the   space  of  three 
minutes.     I   immediately  compressed  the  abdominal  aorta* 
firmly,  while  the   contractions  of  the  uterus  w^ere  produced 
by  the  administration  of  fifteen  grs.  Ergot,  and  a  continuous 
stream  of  cold  water  falling,  the  distance  of  eighteen  inches 
upon  the  abdomen.     The  alarming  symptoms  soon  subsided, 
and  the  mother  and  child  are  both  doing  well  at  this  time. 


Je\. 
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ARTICLE  Vir. 
Western  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

• 

A  Convention  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  from  the  coun- 
ties of  Iowa,  Grant,  and  La  Fayette,  and  State  of  Wisconsin » 
assembled  in  Shullsburg,  La  Fayette  Co.,  the  4th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1849,  and  proceeded  to  organize  a  Medical  Society, 
which  is  called  the  *'  Western  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,"  and  the  following  named  persons  were  elected 
for  one  year,  to  the  various  offices  respectively,  as  follows : 

Dr.  J,  W.  Clark,  of  Plattville,  President;  Dr.  A.  P.  Ladd, 
ol  Shullsburg,  Vice  President;  Dr.  Geo.  D.  Wilber  of  Miner- 
al Point,  Recording  Secretary  ;  Dr.  J.  S.  Russell  of  Plattville, 
Corresponding  Secretary;  Dr.  G.  W.  Phillips  of  Dodgeville, 
Treasurer;  Dr.  H.  Van  Dusen  of  Mineral  Point,  Dr.  A.  P. 
Ladd,  of  Shullsburg,  and  Dr.  J,  W.  Clark  of  Plattville,  Censors, 

A  series  of  By-laws,  Orders,  &c.,  were  adopted  by  the  So- 
ciety, and  also  the  Code  of  Medical  Ethics,  recommended  by. 
the  National  Medical  Convention  in  1S47.     Several  of  the 
pop:ilar  movements  of  the  day,  were  touched,  without   any 
definite  actron  upon  them. 

Resolutions  approving  of  the  National  Medical  Conventions, 
and  American  Medical  Associations,  were  introduced  and 
unanimously  adopted,  and  a  copy  of  their  proceedings  order- 
ed for  the  Society.  Dr.  H.  Van  Dusen,  was  chosen  delegate 
to  attend  the  latter  at  its  next  meeting. 

The  best  feeling  pervaded  the  meeting,  and  all  se  emed  de- 
termined to  stop  the  inroads  of  quackery  in  any  of  its  various 
forms ;  to  assist  in  promoting  the  harmony  and  interests  of  the 
Profession  of  Medicine,  and  in  elevating  the  standard  of  Med- 
ical Education. 

The  Society  holds  its  sessions  semi-annually,  and  its  next 

meeting  will  be  held  at  Mineral  Point,  the  first  Tuesday  of 

June,  1850. 

GEO.  Di  WILBER,  M.D.,  Recording  Secretary. 


I   IWfci^ 


Hart  2.-^HeDUtD0  an b  33fo tees  of  NctD  tUorks- 

ARTICLE  I. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association^  Instituted 
1847.  Vol.  2  pp.  956,  8vo.  Philadelphia  :  printed  for  the 
Association,  by  T.  K.  &  P.  G.  Collins,  1848. 

This  anxiously  expected  volume  has  at  length  appeared  on 
our  table.  The  vexatious  delay  in  its  appearance  was  owing 
to  the  want  of  punctuality  on  the  part  of  the  various  Commit- 
tees, in  furnishing  their  reports,  and  returning  the  proof  sheets 
to  the  Publishing  Committee.  This  statement  is  due  to  the 
Committee,  in  order  to  exonerate  it  from  the  charge  of  tardi- 
ness,  which  was  everywhere  being  preferred  against  it.  It  is 
but  common  justice  that  the  blame  should  attach  to  the  pro- 
per persons. 

The  mechanical  execution  of  the  volume  is  excellent.  We 
regret  to  see  that  a  number  of  typographical  errors  of  a  vex- 
atious character,  have  crept  into  the  body  of  the  work.  We 
allude  to  the  frequent  misprint  of  the  names  of  authors  allu- 
ded to  in  the  various  reports.  We  suppose,  however,  that  it 
is  next  to  impossible  to  bring  out  such  a  volume,  without  mis- 
takes of  this  character. 

As  this  is,  to  the  American  Physician,  the  most  interesting 
and  important  medical  publication  of  the  year,  we  shall  not 
apologize  to  our  readers  for  going  somewhat  into  detail  in  our 
notice  of  its  contents. 

In  the  first  part  of  the  volume  is  contained  the  minutes  of 
the  session  of  the  Association,  an  abstract  of  which  we  have 
already  presented  to  our  readers,  in  a  preceding  number. 

The  first  report  in  the  volume  is  that  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Medical  Sciences.  To  this  report  we  have  a  few  ob- 
jections. The  chairman  of  the  Committee  sets  out  by  inform- 
ing us  that  although  instructed  by  the  Association,  to  confine 
the  report  to  the  progress  of  the  Medical  Sciences  in  our  own 
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country,  he  had  deemed  it  best  to  embody  the  discoveries  in 
this  department  the  world  over.  Now  we  have  no  doubt  the 
entire  profession  concurs  in  the  propriety  of  the  instructions 
given  by  the  Association  to  the  Committees,  and  we  do  not 
recognize  the  right  of  the  Committee  to  set  at  naught  the  spe- 
cific directions  laid  down  for  it*  guidance.  We  are  also  in- 
formed by  the  chiirm.in  of  tha  Committee  that  his  files  of 
American  Medical  Journils  was  found  to  be  incomplete,  and 
that  this  defect  was  not  noticed  until  too  late  to  remedy  it. 
Of  course  this  renders  the  report  to  some  extent  defective. 
We  are  told,  however,  in  this  report,  that  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  present  year,  will  probably  be  more  careful  in 
in  this  particular :  and  we  hope  the  prediction  will  be  veri- 
fied. We  are  not  informed  whether  or  not  the  Committee's 
files  of  European  Journals  were  incomplete ;  but  we  infer, 
from  the  abundant  reference  to  them,  that  they  were  not- 

We  submit  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  more  interesting  points 
of  this  report,  which  have  not  heretofore  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  our  readers.  Prof.  Parker  has  revived  the  views  of 
Mcintosh ,  touching  the  pathology  of  Dysmenorrhcea,  and 
gives  the  following  result  of  Treatment . 

"  Pathology  OF  Dvsmexorrho^a. — Professor  Parker  has 
treated  a  number  of  cases  of  dysmenorrhoea  wiihin  the  past 
year,  upon  the  theory  that  the  difficulty  lies  in  the  narrowing 
of  the  OS  uteri,  and  perfect  success  has  attended  the  practice/ 
He  relieves  the  stricture  by  introducing  a  bougie  of  sufficient 
size,  precisely  as  he  would  remove  ordinary  strictures  from 
the  urethra.  From  much  observation,  he  is  satisfied  that 
many,  if  not  most,  cases  of  dysmcnorrhcxja  depend  upon 
this  mechanical  obstruction,  and  that  the  mechanicjil  treat- 
ment proposed  will  save  nunibers  of  the  sex  from  years  of  in- 
tense suffering,  and  relieve  them  from  the  evil  of  sterility/' 

Dr.  Cartwright  is  responsible  for  the  following,  in  which, 
the  rapid  increase  of  Western  population  is  accounted  for,  in 
the  most  natural  and  satisfactory  manner  in  the  world : 
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"Causes  op  Mortality  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mis- 
eiSMppi. — Dr,  Cartwright  refers  the  mortality  of  the  Slates 
west  of  the  mountains  to  three  principal  causes.  1st.  Mala* 
ria,  and  the  too  common  practice  of  treating  malarious  or  bil- 
ious aflfectionst  congestive  fever,  pneumonia,  &c.,  as  the  dis« 
eases  of  hyperborean  Europe  are  treated.  2dlv.  The  large 
amount  ot*  adulterated,  stale,  and  worthless  medicine  brought 
into  those  States  and  used  by  physicians.  3dly.  The  im- 
mense consumption  of  nostrums  and  patent  medicines  of  all 
kinds  by  the  "  western  people  in  attempting  to  doctor  them- 
selves." The  mortality  of  the  Western  States  does  not  ap- 
pear as  conspicuously  a/it  ought,  ••  owing  to  the  women  in 
the  Mississippi  valley  being  twice  as  prolific^  or  nearly  so,  as 
the  women  east  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  For  every  1000 
women  cast  of  the  mountains,  between  the  vears  of  15  and 
50,  there  are  only  on  an  average  about  1200  children,  or  per- 
sons under  15  years  of  age;  while,  for  every  1000  women  be- 
tween 15  and  50  west  of  the  mountains,  the  average  number 
of  children  or  persons  under  15  years  of  age,  is  2200.  Ow- 
ing to  this  greater  fecundity  of  western  women,  if  there  were 
no  emigration  from  the  east,  and  the  mortality  in  the  west 
was  the  same,  the  west  would  double  its  population  in  nearly 
half  the  time  of  the  east."  But  it  does  not  do  this,  allowing 
for  what  it  gains  and  the  east  loses  by  removals,  and  the  de- 
ficiency is  occasioned  by  the  greater  mortality  of  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi." 

On  page  97  we  find  a  description  on  the  tlierapeutic  pro- 
perties of  Quinine.  Dr.  Booth  '^  concludes  that  the  power  of 
the  medicine  depends  on  an  anti-congestive  propertj'',  the  re- 
sult of  a  tonic  action  on  the  nervous  system."  He  thinks 
periodicity  is  always  to  be  met  with  Quinine,  whether  in- 
flammation be  present  or  not;  and  then,  inconsistently  enouglr, 
discourages  its  use  in  Remittent  Fever.  Dr.  Shanks  regards  it 
as  a  sedative,  and  administers  it  in  acute  inflammations. — 
Dr.  Mcndenhall  thinks  that  although  Quinine  has  some  pro- 
perties peculiar  to  itself,  it  must  be  classed  as  a  stimulant. 
Dr.  Brickell  lelates  a  case  of  traumatic  tetanus,  treated  by 
•large  doses  of  this  drug.  30  grs.  iu  CO  drops  of  laudanum, 
Vol.  3.  Ho.  1.- 
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were  administered  twice  in  one  day,  and  three  times  the  fol- 
lowing day,  with  entire  relief;  and  this,  aftex  chloroform  had 
failed  to  alleviate  the  spasms. 

Under  the  head  of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  some  interest' 
ing  items  of  information  are  given.  Calcined  Magnesia  is 
strongly  recommended  as  an  antidote  to  Arsenic— -the  remedy 
to  be  administered  pro  re  nata.  The  Carbonates  of  Potaab 
and  Soda  are  recommended  as  antidotes  to  the  Chloride  of 
Zinc. 

At  the  close  of  this  report  is  a  careful,  well  written  sum- 
mary of  the  present  condition  of  our  knowledge  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Anaesthetics.  In  our  opinion,  this  is  the  most  valuable 
portion  of  the  repoit;  but  as  it  is  itself  an  abstract,  and  a9 
many  of  its  most  interesting  points  have  already  been  pre- 
sented to  our  readers,  we  content  ourselves  with  heartily 
subscribing  to  the  sentiment  with  which  the  report  concludes: 
'*  That  finally,  with  all  the  drawbacks  upon  them,  Anoesthet- 
ics  form  a  most  precious  contribution  to  the  resources  of 
our  art." 

The  next  document  in  the  volume  is  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Practical  Medicine.  Of  all  the  Committees,  we 
should  suppose  this  one  had  the  most  difficult  duty  to  per- 
form. To  collect  the  history  of  the  epidemics  and  endemics 
•over  solarge'an  extent  of  country  as  ours,  would  require  that 
the  Committee  should  be  composed  of  persons  from  all  quar- 
ters of  the  country,  and  that  each  member  should  industri- 
ously co-operate  with  the  chairman. 

The  author  of  this  report  (Dr.  D.  F.  Condie),  is  well  known 
to  the  profession  as  a  gentleman  of  most  extensive  research, 
and  indefatigable  industry;  and  we  may  therefore  rest  assured 
that  no  labor  and  pains  have  beeen  spared  to  render  the  re- 
port interesting  and  valuable. 

The  principal  epidemics  of  the  year  ending  May  1849, 
were  Typhus  or  Ship  Fever,  Ervsipelas,  Dysentery ,  Cerebro- 
spinal Meningitis,  Yellow  Fever  and  Cholera* 
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Appended  to  the  Report,  are,  First,  A  Report  on  The  More 
PreiMUent  Diseaaes  of  Swedesbaro,  N.  /.,  and  its  Neighborkoodf 
during  the  year  1848:     By  Dr.  J.  F.  Garrison. 

Second,  An  Account  of  the  Dyientery^  as  it  prevailed  in 
Camhridge^  Mass.y  in  the  years  1847  and  1843 :  By  Dr.  Mor- 
rill Wyman.  Dr.  W,  Placed  his  main  reliance  on  Opium  ; 
and  his  treatment  seems  to  have  been  attended  by  very  salis- 
lactoiy  results. 

Third,  On  Bilious  Feoer,  as  it  prevails  in  the  Eastern  portion 
of  New  Jersey :  By  Dr.  J.  Fithian.  Dr.  F.  thinks  that  when 
the  fever  is  high,  the  best  mode  of  treatment,  is  to  precede  the 
use  of  purgatives  and  quinine,  by  bleeding. 

Fourth,  On  Erysipelas j  as  ii  prevailed  in  the  Eastern  portion 
of  New  Jersey;  with  some  Remarks  on  Erysipelas  of  the  Respira- 
tory Mucous  Membrane:  By  Dr.  J.  Fithian.  His  mode  of 
treatment  presents  nothing  peculiar. 

The  next  document  in  order  is  the  excellent  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Surgery.  This  is  short,  concise,  and  very  much 
to  the  purpose.  The  first  part  is  taken  up  with  a  summary 
of  Anaesthesia  in  Surgical  Practice. 

Of  the  Gutta  Percha  as  a  surgical  appliance,  the  Chair- 
man speaks  as  follows: 

*'  Very  recently,  if  not  within  the  last  year,  a  new,  and  re- 
markable material  has  been  furnished  to  the  profession,  for 
the  mechanical  treatment  of  fractures.  The  Gutta  Percha, 
to  which  we  allude,  possesses  a  property  by  which,  when  im- 
mersed in  hot  water,  it  becomes  as  plastic  as  wet  paper.  On 
cooling,  it  instantly  recovers  its  nrmness,  whicn  is  almost 
equal  to  that  of  horn,  retaining  whatevet  form  may  have  been 
impressed  upon  it  when  warm. 

"  This  property  will,  at  once,  suggest  to  any  one  who  has 
employed  the  starched  bandage,  the  usefulness  of  the  article, 
in  the  formation  of  moulded  splints.  We  have,  however, 
searched  the  communications  of  our  correspondents,  as  well 
as  the  journals,  in  vain,  for  any  reports  of  its  .use  by  American 
surgeons.    Another  year  may  furnish  interesting  facts  in  re- . 


70  AMBRICAX  MEDICAL   ASSOCIATION. 


lation  to  it.  We  have  ourselves  employed  it  with  great  satis- 
faction in  fra'nure  of  the  patella  and  of  the  leg.  Prof.  WilteB- 
hcr^ar,  of  Baltimore,  is  now  employing  this  form  of  splint  in 
uvniling  a  case  of  ununited  fracture  after  resection.  He  in- 
forms me  that  it  accomplishes  the  mechanicai  purpose  with 
beautiful  precision." 


Prof.  l*ope  has  used  with  good  results,  In  the  treatment  of 
fractures  of  children,  splints  formed  by  satuiatuig  strips  of 
linen  with  Collodion.  He  regards  such  a  splint  as  superior  to 
the  starch  or  dextrine  bandage.  Our  readers  will  perhaps 
n.'collcct  that  a  great  noise  was  made  sometinr>e  since,  con- 
cerning Jarvisi'  Patent  Surgical  Adjuster.  The  fact  of  the 
np[)aratu8  being  patented,  led  us  to  infer  that  there  was  pro- 
bably something  wrong  about  it ;  and  we  see  that  it  is  herein 
<'ondemnc(I  as  a  deficient  and  unsatisfactory  instrument.-— 
Prof.  Hmilh  presented  to  the  Association,  a  new  method 
for  the  treatment  of  dislocation  of  the  shoulder,  which  we 
here  furnish  to  our  readers: 


•  •  •  •  it  }{«f  peculiaritj'  chiefly  consists  in  the  appli- 
rallon  of  tin*  counter-extension  to  the  opposite  wrist,  extension 
being  made  fn)m  the  wrist  of  the  dislocated  member.  Steady 
traction  from  the  two  wrists,  in  the  horizontal  direction,  will 
\\r.  observed  immediately  to  erect  the  head,  neck,  and  chest, 
and  to  restore  the  symmetry  of  the  two  sides  of  the  body.  This 
at  oncu  calls  to  our  aid  the  action  of  numerous  muscles.  The 
obji*ct  of  counter-extension,  is,(»fcourse,to  fix  the  scapula  of  the 
injured  side.  Tractioi)  from  the  op[)osite  side  most  effectoallj 
do(»s  this,  first,  by  erecting  the  spine,  which  otherwise  3'ields 
to  the  extension,  audi  more  directly,  by  communicating  sup- 
port to  it  through  the  clavicles  which  in  fnnit  fix  the  two 
scapula*  together,  and  brhind  through  the  muscles  and  ten- 
tlons,  which  t^fVecl  the  same  on  the  back.  Support  one  scapula 
and  you  necessarily  sustain  the  other. 

We  accomplish  reduction,  in  ujany  instances  of  dislocation 
into  the  axilln,  by  simple  traction,  for  a  tew  minutes,  from  the 
two  wrists.     In  diHicuIt  cases  wo  place  the  patient  on  a  cbair. 
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pass  a  band  (sheet  or  towel)  over  the  top  of  the  saapula  and 
tie  it  beneath  the  chair.  The  knee  of  the  surgeon  is  then 
placed  in  the  axilla,  and  traction  is  made  steadily  from  the  two 
wrists,  till  the  muscles  are  observed  to  yield,  and  the  head  to 
be  disengaged.  Then  the  surgeon  directs  the  arm  to  be  de- 
pressed, while  at  the  same  moment  he  urges  his  knee  into  the 
axilla  by  extending  his  foot.  We  have  succeeded  thus  in 
cases  of  two  months'  standing,  and  where  other  methods  in 
judicious  hands  have  failed.  Indeed,  we  now  practice  no 
other  method." 


Dr.  Bigelow  uses   Gutta  Percha  for  taking  impressions  of 

stricture  of  the  Uretha : 

• 

••••**  He  employes  it  thus :  A  bougie  of  this  ma- 
terial is  oiled,  and  then  its  point  is  passed  to  and  fro  rapidly, 
in  the  flame  of  a  candle,  till  the  nail  will  indent  it.  If  it  be 
now  quickly  passed  down  to  the  stricture  and  urged  against 
it,  with  a  force  equal  to  an  ounce  or  two  of  weight,  and  then 
allowed  to  cool  during  three  or  four  minutes,  it  will  retain, 
when  withdrawn,  a  perfect  impression,  thus  furnishing  to  the 
operator  information,  which  will  give  precision  to  the  me- 
chanical means  subsequently  resorted  to." 

The  report  on  Obstetrics  is  somewhat  incomplete.  The 
Chairman  being  incapacitated  by  continued  ill  health,  from 
discharging  the  duty  imposed  upon  him,  a  brief  report  was 
furnished  by  another  member.  Th^re  are  two  points  which 
we  deem  worthy  of  notice,  and  therefore  present  them.  The 
first  has  reference  to  treatment  of  Occlusion  of  the  Vagina: 

**  This  state  of  parts,  resulting  most  commonly  from  injuries 
suffered  during  parturition,  but  sometimes  from  acrid  leucor- 
rhoeal  discharge,  and  sometime  existing  congenitally,  has  fal- 
len under  the  notice  of  most  obstetricians.  During  the  past 
year,  a  new  operation  has  been  performed  by  Dr.  A.  P.Hayoe, 
of  Charleston,  S.  C.  The  aahesions  of  the  vaginal  wall 
were  broken  up  by  the  preserving  use  of  compressed  sponge, 
and  at  the  end  often  weeks  the  canal  became  pervious,  and 
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the  retained  menstrual  fluid,  which  had  been  collecting  for 
more  than  a  year,  was  discharged  ;  she  did  perfectly  welL— ^ 
This  operation,  if  hereafter  found  effectual,  has  obvious  ad- 
vantages; on  the  one  hand,  over  the  use  of  the  knife,  as  avoid- 
ing the  great  danger  of  cutting  into  the  bladder  or  rectum  ; 
and  on  the  other,  over  the  operation  by  laceration,  practised 
by  Amussat,  as  inflicting  much  less  pain,  and  producing  less 
local  and  constitutional  irritation.  It  deserves  to  be  borne  in 
mind  as  an  available  means  of  relieving  cases  of  great  danger 
and  diflScuhy." 

The  second  is  a  new  mode  of  managing  Placenta  Praevia* 

**  It  is  to  the  active  and  original  mind  of  Prof.  Simpson,  of 
Edinburgh,  that  we  owe  the  revival  of  a  practice  first  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Kinder  Wood,  of  Manchester,  who  proposed 
to  separate  the  placenta  entirely  from  the  uterine  surface,  as  a 
means  of checkmg  hemorrhage  in  placenta  praevia.  This  new 
practice  is  advocated  on  three  distinct  grounds. 

**  1st.  The  old  plan,  of  rupturing  the  membranes  and  turn- 
ing the  child,  has  been,  according  to  recorded  experience, 
singularly  unsuccessful,  one  in  three  of  the  mothers  perishing, 
and  the  proportion  of  children  saved  boing  inconsiderable. 

"  2d.  In  not  a  few  cases,  the  rigidity  of  the  os  and  cervix 
uteri  renders  the  operation  of  turning  exceedingly  difficult; 
indeed,  almost  impossible;  and,  when  performed  under  such 
circumstances,  it  is  nearly  always  and  of  necessity  fatal. 

**  3d.  The  detachment  of  the  placenta  will,  in  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  cases,  immediately  and  effectually  check  the  hem- 
orrhage." 

We  here  close  for  the  present  our  notice  of  this  valuable 
and  interesting  volume.  We  will,  in  a  future  number,  re- 
sume the  subject;  as  we  feel  assured  that  our  readers  cannot 
but  be  gratified  with  a  summary  so  purely  the  exponent  of 
professional  progress  in  the  United  States. 

This  volume  may  be  obtained  by  remitting  Three  Dollars 
to  Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  Philadelphia.  M. 
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ARTICLE  II. 

Principles  of  Human  Physiology^  with  their  chief  Aapplicor 
tions  Co  Pathology^  Hygiene^  and  Forensic  Medicine. — 
By  William  R.  Carpenter,  M.D.,  F.  R.  S.,  F.  G.  S., 
Examiner  in  Physiology  in  the  University  of  London  ;  cor- 
responding member  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
and  of  the  National  Listitute  of  the  United  States ;  Lec- 
turer on  Physiology  at  the  London  Hospital  Medical  School. 
Fourth  American  Edition,  with  extensive  additions  and  im- 
provements  by  the  Author.  Two  Plates  and  three  hun- 
dred and  four  wood-cuts.  pp.  760,  8vo.  I860.— Lea  & 
Blanchard,  Philadelphia.     (From  the  Publishers.) 

Altogether  this  is  the  best  text  book  within  the  reach  of  the 
Medical  student.  Its  author  is  a  highly  distinguished  Anato- 
mist and  Physiologist,  and  his  work  gives  evidence  of  exten- 
sive, patient,  and  discdminating  research.  The  volume  be- 
fore us  is  a  complete  summary  of  all  the  modern  discoveries 
and  doctrines  of  the  most  distinguished  physiologists,  and  is 
therefore  superior,  as  a  text  book,  or  work  of  reference  to  any 
other  now  in  the  market. 

The  Author  has,  in  our  opinion,  improved  his  work  by  the 
substitution  of  more  rational  views  of  the  Nervous  System, 
than  those  contained  in  the  former  edition.  For  however  in- 
genious and  plausible  the  theory  of  Marshal  Hall,  it  lacks  the 
exactness  necessary  to  produce  conviction  in  an  inquiring  and 
candid  mind.  The  chapter  on  Generation  has  also  under- 
gone thorough  revision  and  alteration,  and  may  be  regarded 
as  containing  the  received  doctrine  on  this  interesting  topic. 

At  the  close  of  the  volume  is  an  appendix  containing  two 
short  chapters  ;  the  one  devoted  to  Phrenology,  the  other  to 
Mesmerism.  We  are  pleased  to  see  on  record  in  a  standard 
medical  work,  accessible  to  the  entire  profession,  a  summary 
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of  the  anatomical  and  physiological  facts,  which  in  our  opin- 
ion, entirely  invalidate  the  conclusions  of  the  Phrenologists. 
The  chapter  on  ArfiBcial  Somnambulism  and  Mesmerism, 
though  not  as  full  as  we  could  desire,  is  yet  very  interesting, 
and  suggestive  to  the  physiologist  and  mental  philosopher, 
of  many  important  reflections. 

There  is  one  circumstance  connected  with  the  appearance 
of  this  volume,  which  is  worthy  of  remark.     This  edition  was 
specially  prepared  for  the  American  market,  the  demand  here 
having  anticipated  the  exhaustion  of  the  last  English  edition. 
We  would  infer  from  this,  that  "medical  books  meet  with  a 
much  more  ready  sale  here,  than  in  Great  Britain.     This  be- 
ing the  case  we  regret  that  the  demand  cannot  be  supplied 
by  native  productions.     The  enterprising  gentlemen  who  have 
brought  out  the  present  volume  (and  in  praise  of  whom  as 
medical  publishers,   too  much  cannot  be  said)  would  doubt- 
less just  as  readily  pay  for  an  American  aa  an  English  work  ^ 
and   although  Dr.  Carpenter^s  volume  is  a  valuable  one,  we 
doubt  not  there  are  amongst  us  those  who  are  capable  of 
producing  one  equal  to  it  in  every  respect.     We  hope  there- 
fore, that  by  the  time  the  present  edition  shall  have  been  ex- 
hausted, an  American  Author  will  have  a  volume  prepared  ta 
replace  it.  M^ 
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ARTICLE  III. 

On  the  Diseases  of  Infants  and  Children, — By  Fleetwood 
Churchill,  M.D.,  M.R.I.A.;  Hon.  Fellow  of  the  College  of 
Physicians,  Ireland ;  Hon.  Member  of  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Society,  etc.,  etc.;  Author  of  *'  The  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Midwifery,"  '*  on  the  Diseases  of  Females,*'  etc. 
pp.  623.  Oct:  Philadelphia:  Lea  &  Blanchard:  1S50. — 
(From  the  Publishers,  by  Express.) 

We  have  not  time  to  read  and  give  an  extended  notice  of 
this  work  in  the  present  number.  The  writings  of  the  author 
are  familiar  to  the  profession  in  America ;  and  from  the  high 
reputation  of  former  works,  we  doubt  not  this  will  receive  an 
extensive  patronage. 

•  One  new  feature  presented,  we  must  notice,  i.e.,  it  was 
written  expressly  for  the  American  Publishers.  This  is  then 
not  a  re-print  of  a  European  work,  but  an  Original  European 
work  published  in  America.  While  we  award  to  Dr.  Churdli- 
ill  great  ability  in  compiling  medical  works,  we  very  much 
doubt  whether  he  will  have  furnished  a  work  better  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  American  Practitioners,  than  those  of  some  of 
our  native  authors  upon  the  same  subject.  While  the  enter- 
prising publishers  are  certainly  not  to  blame  for  publishing 
such  works  as  sell  best,  it  is  humiliating  to  our  national  pride 
to  see  with  what  avidity  every  thing  in  the  way  of  medical 
literature  from  Europe,  is  gathered  up  by  the  profession,  and 
often  to  the  great  neglect  of  equally  good,  if  not  better  native 
productions. 

We  will  endeavor  to  give  a  more  extended  notice  of  this 
work  heieafter.  E. 
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having  anticipated  the  exhaustion  of  the  last  English  edition. 
We  would  infer  from  this,  that  "medical  books  meet  with  a 
much  more  ready  sale  here,  than  in  Great  Britain.     This  be- 
ing the  case  we  regret  that  the  demand  cannot  be  supplied 
by  native  productions.     The  enterprising  gentlemen  who  have 
brought  out  the  present  volume  (and  in  praise  of  whom  as 
medical  publishers,   too  much  cannot  be  said)  would  doubt- 
less just  as  readily  pay  for  an  American  aa  an  English  work  ^ 
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doubt  not  there  are  amongst  us  those  who  are  capable  of 
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fore, that  by  the  time  the  present  edition  shall  have  been  ex- 
hausted, an  American  Author  will  have  a  volume  prepared  ta 
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ARTICLE  III. 

On  the  Diseases  of  Infants  and  Children. — By  Fleetwood 
Churchill,  M.D.,  M.R.I.A.;  Hon.  Fellow  of  the  College  of 
Physicians,  Ireland ;  Hon.  Member  of  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Society,  etc.,  etc.;  Author  of  *'  The  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Midwifery,"  '*  on  the  Diseases  of  Females,"  etc. 
pp.  623.  oct:  Philadelphia:  Lea  &  Blanchard:  1S50. — 
(From  the  Publishers,  by  Express.) 

We  have  not  time  to  read  and  give  an  extended  notice  of 
this  work  in  the  present  number.  The  writings  of  the  author 
are  familiar  to  the  profession  in  America ;  and  from  the  high 
reputation  of  former  works,  we  doubt  not  this  will  receive  an 
extensive  patronage. 

•  One  new  feature  presented,  we  must  notice,  i.e.,  it  was 
written  expressly  for  the  American  Publishers.  This  is  then 
not  a  re-print  of  a  European  work,  but  an  Original  European 
work  published  in  America.  While  we  award  to  Dn  Churdli- 
ill  great  ability  in  compiling  medical  works,  we  very  much 
doubt  whether  he  will  have  furnished  a  work  better  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  American  Practitioners,  than  those  of  some  of 
our  native  authors  upon  the  same  subject.  While  the  enter- 
prising publishers  are  certainly  not  to  blame  for  publishing 
such  works  as  sell  best,  it  is  humiliating  to  our  national  pride 
to  see  with  what  avidity  every  thing  in  the  way  of  medical 
literature  from  Europe,  is  gathered  up  by  the  profession,  and 
often  to  the  great  neglect  of  equally  good,  if  not  better  native 
productions. 

We  will  endeavor  to  give  a  more  extended  notice  of  this 
work  heieafter.  E. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Children, — By  D. 
Francis  Condie,  M.D.,  Secretary  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians ;  Member  of  the  American  Medical  Association ; 
Member  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society;  Honorary 
Member  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  etc.  Third 
Edition.  Revised  and  Augmented,  pp.  696:  oct:  Phila- 
delphia: Lea  &  Blanchard :  1850.  (From  the  Publishers, 
by  Express.) 

This  standard  work  upon  the  Diseases  of  Children  is  im- 
proved in  this  edition  by  a  careful  revision  by  the  author,  and 
the  addition  of  an  entire  chapter  upon  Epidemic  Meningitis, 
"  a  disease  which,  although  not  confined  to  children,  occurs, 
far  more  frequently  in  them  than  in  adults." 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  it  is  one  of  the  very  best 
works  upon  the  subject  extant^  This  edition  is  got  up  in  re- 
markably good  style,  quite  worthy  of  the  high  reputation  of 
the  publishers.  £. 


ARTICLE  V. 

The  Cholera  in  Cincinnati:  or  a  connected  view  of  the  controvert 
sy  between  the  HomcBopathists  and  the  Methodist  Expositor. — 
Also  a  Review  of  the  Report  read  before  the  Homoeopathic  As- 
sociation. -^By  S.  A.  Latta,  M.D.    pp.  40.    8  vo. 

We  cannot  go  very  much  into  detail  in  a  notice  of  Dr.  Lat- 
ta's  pamphlet;  indeed  we  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary. — 
We  will  however,  present  our  readers  with  a  brief  synopsis 
of  it. 
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Certain  persons  in  the  Queen  City,  soi  disant  doctors,  issu- 
ed a  bulletin  setting  forth  that  they  had,  during  the  late  epi- 
demic in  that  city,  Homoeopathically  treated  1116  cholera  pa- 
tients—-of  whom  474  were  Americans  and  the  remainder 
principally  Germans — and  lost  but  two  Americans  and  thir- 
ty-three Germans;  and  that  the  remedy  they  used  was  strong 
tincture  of  Camphor  in  doses  equal  to  one  or  two  drops  every 
five  minutes.  Dr.  Latta  reviewed  the  report,  in  the  Metho- 
dist Expositor,  of  which  he  is  the  editor:  setting  forth  in  the 
first  place,  that  no  one  but  a  charlatan  would  blow  his  own 
trumpet  in  the  manner  these  persons  had  done;  next  that  ac- 
cording to  their  own  showing,  they  had  abandoned  Homoeo- 
pathy; and  lastly,  that  the  report  was  false.  In  proof  of  its 
falsity  he  stated  that  he  was  cognizant  of  tl^e  fact,  that  at 
least  nine  Americans  had  died  in  their  hands. 

Hereupon  the  Homoeopaths  addressed  the  Doctor  a  reply 
which  is  about  as  complete  a  specimen  of  unlettered  rudeness 
as  ever  came  under  Qur  notice;  or,  to  use  Dr.  Latta's  phrase 
in  speaking  of  it,  'Mt  is  a  confused  tissue  of  insinuations  in 
very  bad  English."  Dr.  Latta  replied  and  gave  the  name^ 
and  residence  of  the  nine  Americans  before  referred  to.  This 
raised  a  commotion  m  the  Homoeopathic  camp,  and  a  com- 
mittee headed  by  a  lawyer  and  a  parson  (par  nobUe  fratrum) 
came  to  the  rescue  of  their  beloved  leaders.  These  gentle- 
men took  issue  with  the  Doctor,  not  only  on  the  question  of 
facts;  but,  with  a  confidence  in  their  own  extensive  acquire- 
ments very  entertaining  to  reflect  upon,  on  the  subject  of  the 
action  of  remedies.  The  result  of  their  investigation  was 
to  throw  a  doubt  over  the  statement  of  Dr.  L.,  so  far  as  three 
cases  were  concerned,  leaving  the  other  six  intact,  and  of 
course  not  helping  the  case  a  particle.  Pending  the  investi- 
gation of  these  gentlemen,  they  were  requested  to  withhold 
their  report  for  a  short  time;  Dr.  Latta  promising  to  furnish 
them  some  more  statistics.*  But  they  very  wisely  declined  his 
offer,  as  they  doubtless  be^an  to  fear  that  the  matter  would 
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end  in  demonstrating  that  iheir  doctors  were  impostors,  and 
themselves  dupes. 

In  the  mean  time  Dr.  Latta  furnished  the  names  and  resi- 
dence of  nine  other  American  patients  who  had  died  in  the 
hands  of  these  doctors,  and  avers  that  he  has  a  list  of  fifty  or 
sixty  Germans,  which  he  will  add  to  it  when  called  for. 

Mr.  Taft  (the  legal  member  of  the  committee)  is  a  queer 
lawyer,  and  has  peculiar  notions  of  evidence.  In  making  his 
investigation,  he  summons  the  accused  doctors,  and  saySf 
^^Messieurs  you  are  not  guilty,  are  you?"  they  indignantly  an- 
swer no ;  and  on  their  own  testimony  he  acquits  them ;  for  he 
acknowledges  that  his  evidence  is  obtained  partly  from  the 
attending  physicians.  He  also  refers  to  a  statute  of  Ohio, 
which,  Dr.  Latta  very  satisfactorily  shows,  has  no  existence. 
Mr.  Taft  is  thus  made  to  occupy  a  very  ridiculous  position, 
and  we  feel  sorry  for  him  ;  but  he  doubtless  remembers  the 
maxim  of  the  old  Roman  law  ^^ignorantia  legum  nerninem  ex- 
cusat.^\  As  to  the  Rev.  gentleman  who  is  associated  with  him, 
we  have  only  to  suggest  for  his  improvement,  that  text  which 
intimates  something  m  reference  to  zeal  not  according  to  knowl- 
edge. 

We  have  no  disposition  to  review  the  controversy  contain- 
ed in  this  pamphlet  concerning  the  therapeutic  properties  of 
Camphor;  as  we  do  not  suppose  our  readers  would  be  there- 
by edified.  Neither  is  it  necessaay  to  follow  Dr.  Latta's  dem- 
onstration of  the  absurdity  of  these  two  Homoeopaths'  asser- 
tion that  they  made  probably  as  many  as  fifteen  thousand  pro- 
fessional visits — exclusive  of  obstetrical  and  office  business— 
in  three  months.  We  therefore  close  this  brief  notice  with 
the  sincere  hope  that  the  inhabitants  of  Cincinnati  may  have 
the  good  sense  to  infer  that  there  must  be  something  wrong 
about  a  medical  theory  which  requires  for  its  support,  unblush- 
ing falsehood  on  the  part  of  its  practitioners,  and  ignorant 
sophistry  and  testimony  incompatible  with  all  rules  of  law  or 
logic,  on  the  part  of  its  advocates.  ^  M. 
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ARTICLE  VI; 

A  Sysfemaiic  Treatise f  Historical  Etiological^  and  Practical,  on 
the  Prijicipal  Diseases  of  the  Interior  Valley  of  North  America, 
as  they  appear  in-  the  Caucasian,  African,  Indian,  aud  Esqni* 
maux  Varieties  of  its  Poptdation, — By  Daniel  Drake,  M.D- 
pp.  878.  8vo.  Cincinnati,  Winthrop  B.  Smith  &  Co.; — 
Philadelphia,  Grigg,  Elliott  &  Co.;  New- York,  Mason  & 
Law:  1860. 

We  have  received  the  first  volume  of  this  work  too  late  for 
an  extended  notice  in  this  number,  but  will  pay  attention  to  it 
in  our  next.  However,  we  cannot  refrain  from  congratulating 
the  American  Medical  Profession  upon  the  appearance  of  an 
Original  Medical  Book,  and  one  that  will  be  highly  entertain- 
ing, and  10  the  Western  Physician,  full  of  the  most  important 
information. 

Prof.  Drake's  extensive  observations  through  a  long  series 
of  years,  made  with  special  reference  to  the  production  of  the 
work ;  his  erudition,  pleasing  style,  and  great  ability,  have 
raised  the  public  ex|>ectation  to  the  highest  point,  and  we  are 
glad  to  be  impressed  with  a  belief,  by  a  glance  over  this  vol- 
ume, that  they  will  not  be  disappointed. 

We  think  it  very  unfortunate  that  a  small  edition  only  has 
been  published,  for  there  ought  to  be  a  demand  for  a  very  large 
one  in  the  great  "  Interior  Valley  of  North  America."      E. 


ARTICLE  VII. 


Ranking's  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  and  Braith** 
waite's  Retrospect  continue  to  make  their  regular  semi-annu- 
al visits  to  our  table,  and  continue  to'  receive  a  hearty  wel- 
come,  as  valuable  repertories  of  the  improvements  in  Medi- 
cal Science.  They  are  republished  in  this  country;  the  for- 
mer by  Lindsay  &  Blakiston  of  Philadelphia ;  the  latter  by 
Daniel  Adee,  New  York.    Terms  $1,60  per  annum  in  advance. 


ARTICLE  I. 

On  the  Treatment  of  External  Hemorrhoids  by   Potassa  Fusa.^^ 
By  Dr.  F.  C.  Jones,  Surgeon  to  the  South  London  Dispensary* 

[  Dr.  Jones  states  that  within  twelve  months  he  has  treated 
between  sixty  and  seventy  cases  of  external  piles  with  unde^ 
viating  success,  by  the  means  which  he  here  describes.  He 
says:] 

Observing  that  in  all  cases  of  spontaneous  cure  of  external 
hemorrhoids,  they  primarily  slough,  1  was  led  to  think  that  if 
nature  obliterates  the  vessels  by  sloughing,  it  is  feasible  that 
artificial  means  might  induce  the  same  remedial  action. 

In  turning  over  in  my  mind  the  action  of  various  remedies 
likely  to  produce  this  condition,  it  struck  me  forcibly  that  pot- 
assa fusa  was  precisely  the  agent  required.  I  forthwith  deter- 
mined to  apply  it  to  tne  first  case  that  came  under  my  care, 
and  the  results  were,  that  upon  the  first  application  ttie  patient 
complained  of  a  burning  sensation,  which  passed  off  in  the 
course  of  half  an  hour;  at  the  end  of  four  days  the  parts  Were 
considerably  diminished  in  size,  and  by  brushing  a  piece  of 
lint  quickly  over  the  part  I  removed  the  superficial  slough,  aad 
again  applied  the  potassa  fusa;  the  same  treatment  was  (oh 
lowed  at  the  interval  of  four  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
they  had  entirely  disappeared,  leaving  only  a  slight  soret 
which  healed  within  a  week.-^Lancetf  Sept.  8, 1849,|?.  277. 


ARTICLE  It. 

Treatment  of  Ulcers  by  Meansof  Opium. -^"ByV.  C,  Skey,  Esq., 
Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

In  the  summer  of  last  year  Mr.  P.,  a  gentleman  residing  in 
Montagu-square,  a  governor  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
placed  himself  under  my  charge,  with  a  large  chronic  ulcer 
on  the  calf  of  the  right  leg.  Its  margin  was  irregular  and  jag- 
ged, and  was  elevated  to  at  least  one-third  of  an  inch  above 
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the  base  of  the  ulcer,  which  base  was  pale  and  bloodless. — 
This  wound  was  about  the  size  of  a  man's  extended  hand,  in- 
cluding the  fingers,  or  even  larger.  It  had  existed  for,  I  think, 
seventeen  yearsr  All  remedies  had  failed,  and  the  cure  had 
long  been  abandoned  as  hopeless.  I  gave  Mr.  P.  Haifa  grain 
of  opium  night  and  morning.  In  three  days  he  himself  no- 
ticed the  singular  red  color  of  the  entire  margin  of  the  ulcer, 
which  in  a  week  extended  over  the  base.  I  rolled  and  strap- 
ped the  limb;  the  entire  sore  consequent  on  its  depressed  sur- 
lace  being  placed  beyond  the  influence  of  the  pressure.  With- 
in two  months  that  sore  was  reduced  ^o  the  size  ofhalf^-crown^ 
and  the  only  remedy  employed  was  half  a  grain  of  opium  night  and 
mornings  which,  by-the-bye,  had  a  very  beneficial  inttuence 
on  his  heallb.-^Jkfe(2.  Time$j  July  21^  1846,  p.  61. 


ARTICLE  III. 
Tannate  of  Quinine. — By  R.  H.  Thomas,  M.  D. 

[The  following  on  a  combination  of  tannic    acid   with  qui- 
^nine,  we  extract  from  the  Amer.  Med.  Journal  for  April.]  . 

I  have  prescribvid  it  in  a  number  of  instances,  and  found 
that  whilst  it  was  equally  eflfectual,  it  was  far  more  palatable 
than  any  other  combination  of  quinine  I  was  acquainted  with* 
On  referring  to  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences^ 
Vol.  XIX.  p.  219  (1836),  it  will  be  lound  that  Dr.  Ronander, 
Secretary  of  the  Swedish  Medical  Association,  recommend- 
ed, in  1834,  the  tannate  of  quinine  and  cinchonin  as  the  most 
active  ingredients  of  the  Peruvian  bark;  he  asserts  that  he  has 
cured  bv  their  means,  several  cases  of  obstinate  ague,  which 
had  resisted  the  use  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  and  other  power- 
ful remedies,  &c.  &c.  Nothing  is  said  in  the  extract,  Jfrom  the 
original  paper  in  Hecker^s  Annals,  December,  1834,  of  the 
taste  otthe  taimate  of  quinine.  Compared  with  the  sulphatei 
it  is  almost  tasteless. 

The  following  is  the  extemporaneous  prescription  I  am  in 
the  habit  of  ordering  for  a  chdd  two  years  old:  ft.  Quinise 
sulph.  gr.  x;  acid,  tannici  gr.  ij  ;  aqua  3vj ;  syrup  aurant.  3ij. 
M.     A  teaspoonful  every  hour  or  two. 


|)art4.— €J>itorial. 

ARTICLE  I. 

FREB    MEDICAL    SCHOOLS* 
Messrs  Editors: — 

I  find  in  the  February  number  of  the  Western  Lancet,  some  remarks  in 
reply  to  my  observations  on  Free  Medical  Schools,  contained  in  the  Jatm- 
ary  number  of  your  Journal.  The  only  part  of  the  article,  however,  which 
bears  any  semblance  of  argument,  is  embraced  in  the  two  following  para- 
graphs.— "Professor  Davis  refers  to  free  teaching  in  France,  and  intimates 
that  it  hos  resulted  in  elevating  the  prot6ssion  of  that  country,  and  supposes 
that  the  same  result  would  follow.here.  The  illustration  is  singularly  in- 
apt; for  in  France,  the  most  rigid  laws  exist,  prohibiting  irregular  practice. 
If  each  state,  (or  so  many  as  have  suitable  localities,)  would  endow  medi- 
cal colleges,  ond  then  by  legislative  enactment  prohibit  all  from  practicing 
who  were  not  graduates  of  those  colleges,  the  plan  might  become  beneficial; 
but  as  such  restrictions  can  never  be  secured,  it  is  altogether  absurd  to  dU^ 
cuss  such  contingencies." 

"It  is  estimated  by  Prof.  D.  that  this  system  would  induce  pupils  to 
study  longer,  and  consequently  more  accurately.  Our  experience  teaches 
the  contrary.  Most,  if  not  all  schools,  admit  pupils  free  to  a  third  courae, 
and  yet  how  small  a  proportion  avail  themselves  of  this  system?  Not  one 
in  fifty !  They  ore  not  even  willing  to  pay  the  expenses  of  board,  for  the 
j)rivilege  of  attending  three  or  more  courses." 

The  editor  of  the  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  quotes  these  par- 
agraphs, and  rather  naively  adds: — "We  leave  Prof.  Davis,  to  make  a  sat- 
isfactory reply  to  these  strictures  as  best  he  may." 

If  we  %can  these  propositions  a  little,  we  shall  find  them  to  contain  the 
following  elements,  viz; — First;  in  France  where  the  most  stringent  laws 
prohibit  all  irregular  ]>ractice,  it  does  very  well  to  make  medical  schools  al- 
together free.  Second  ;  if  the  same  ])rohibitory  laws  existed  and  were  en- 
forced in  this  country,  the  same  system  of  schools  "might  become  benefi- 
cial." But  as  such  restrictions  on  irregular  practice,  do  not  exist  here,  and 
cannot  be  enacted,  nothing  but  the  most  disastrous  results  couhl  follow  from 
making  medical  tuition  free.  In  other  words,  whenever  regularly  educa- 
ted medical  men,  arc  fully  protected  by  law,  and  enjoy  an  entire  monopo- 
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**  Causes  op  Mortality  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi.— Dr.  Cartwright  refers  the  mortality  of  the  Slates 
west  of  the  mountains  to^three  principal  causes.  1st.  Mala- 
ria, and  the  too  common  practice  of  treating  malarious  or  bil- 
ious affections,  congestive  fever,  pneumonia,  &c.,  as  the  dis- 
eases of  hyperborean  Europe  are  treated.  2dly.  The  large 
amount  of  adulterated,  stale,  and  worthless  medicine  brought 
into  those  States  and  used  by  physicians.  3dly.  The  im- 
mense consumption  of  nostrums  and  patent  medicines  of  all 
kinds  by  the  *'  western  people  in  attempting  to  doctor  them- 
selves." The  mortality  of  the  Western  States  does  not  ap- 
pear as  conspicuously  as  it  ought,  *'  owing  to  the  women  in 
the  Mississippi  valley  being  twice  as  prolific^  or  nearly  so,  as 
the  women  east  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  For  every  1000 
women  cast  of  the  mountains,  between  the  years  of  15  and 
50,  there  are  only  on  an  average  about  1200  children,  or  per- 
sons under  15 years  of  age;  while,  for  every  1000  women  be- 
tween 15  and  50  west  ot  the  mountains,  the  average  number 
of  children  or  persons  under  15  years  of  age,  is  2200.  Ow- 
ing to  this  greater  fecundity  of  western  women,  if  there  were 
no  emigration  from  the  east,  and  the  mortality  in  the  west 
was  the  same,  the  west  would  double  its  population  in  nearly 
half  the  time  of  the  east."  But  it  does  not  do  this,  allowing 
for  what  it  gains  and  the  east  loses  by  removals,  and  the  de- 
ficiency is  occasioned  by  the  greater  mortality  of  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi." 

On  page  97  we  find  a  description  on  the  therapeutic  pro- 
perties of  Quinine.  Dr.  Booth  **  concludes  that  the  power  of 
the  medicine  depends  on  an  anti-congestive  property,  the  re- 
sult of  a  tonic  action  on  the  nervous  system."  He  thinks 
periodicity  is  always  to  be  met  with  Quinine,  whether  in- 
flammation be  present  or  not;  and  then,  inconsistently  enough, 
discourages  its  use  in  Remittent  Fever.  Dr.  Shanks  regards  it 
as  a  sedative,  and  administers  it  in  acute  inflammations. — 
Dr.  Mendenhall  thinks  that  although  Quinine  has  some  pro- 
perties peculiar  to  itself,  it  must  be  classed  as  a  stimulant. 
Dr.  Brickell  relates  a  case  of  traumatic  tetanus,  treated  by 
large  doses  of  this  drug.  30  grs.  in  60  drops  of  laudanum, 
Vol.  3.  No.  1.— 5 


JJart  4.— <SJ>itorial' 

ARTICLE  L 

FREB    MEDICAL    SCHOOLS* 

Messrs  Editors: — 

I  find  in  the  February  number  of  the  Western  Lancet,  some  remarks  in 
reply  to  my  observations  on  Free  Medical  Schools,  contained  in  the  Jatiii- 
ary  number  of  your  Journal.  The  only  part  of  the  article,  however,  which 
bears  any  fsemblance  of  argument,  is  embraced  in  the  two  following  para- 
graphs.— "Professor  Davis  refers  to  free  teaching  in  France,  and  intimates 
that  it  has  resulted  in  elevating  the  prutdssion  of  that  country,  and  supposes 
that  the  same  result  would  follow.here.  The  illustration  is  singularly  in- 
apt; for  in  France,  the  most  rigid  laws  exist,  prohibiting  irregular  practice. 
If  each  state,  (or  so  many  as  have  suitable  localities,)  would  endow  medi- 
cal colleges,  and  then  by  legislative  enactment  prohibit  all  from  practicing 
who  were  not  graduates  of  those  colleges,  the  plan  might  become  beneficial; 
but  as  such  restrictions  can  never  be  secured,  it  is  altogether  absurd  to  dial^ 
cuss  such  contingencies." 

"It  is  estimated  by  Prof.  D.  that  this  system  would  indnLce  pupils  to 
study  longer,  and  consequently  more  accurately.  Our  experience  teaches 
the  contrary.  Most,  if  not  all  schools,  admit  pupils  free  to  a  third  course, 
and  yet  how  small  a  proportion  avail  themselves  of  this  system?  Not  one 
in  fifty !  They  are  not  even  willing  to  pay  the  expenses  of  board,  for  the 
privilege  of  attending  three  or  more  courses." 

The  editor  of  the  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  quotes  these  par- 
agraphs, and  TVithcrnaively  adds: — "We  leave  Prof.  Davis,  to  make  a  sat- 
isfactory reply  to  these  strictures  as  best  he  may." 

If  we  %can  these  propositions  a  little,  we  shall  find  them  to  contain  the 
following  elements,  viz; — First;  in  France  where  the  most  stringent  laws 
prohibit  all  irregular  ])ractice,  it  does  very  well  to  make  medical  schools  al- 
together free.  Secon«l ;  if  the  same  prohibitory  laws  existed  and  were  en- 
forced in  this  country,  the  same  system  of  schools  "might  become  benefi- 
cial." But  as  such  restrictions  on  irregular  practice,  do  not  exist  here,  and 
caimot  be  enacted,  nothing  but  the  most  disastrous  results  could  follow  from 
makinf;  medical  tuition  free.  In  other  words,  whenever  regularly  educa- 
ted medical  men,  arc  fully  protected  by  law,  and  enjoy  an  entire  monopo- 
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**  Causes  op  Mortality  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi.— Dr.  Cartwright  refers  the  mortality  of  the  States 
west  of  the  mountains  to^three  principal  causes.  1st.  Mala- 
ria, and  the  too  common  practice  of  treating  malarious  or  bil- 
ious affections,  congestive  fever,  pneumonia,  &c.,  as  the  dis- 
eases of  hyperborean  Europe  are  treated.  2dly.  The  large 
amount  of  adulterated,  stale,  and  worthless  medicine  brought 
into  those  States  and  used  by  physicians.  3dly.  The  im- 
mense consumption  of  nostrums  and  patent  medicines  of  all 
kinds  by  the  *'  western  people  in  attempting  to  doctor  them- 
selves." The  mortality  of  the  Western  States  does  not  ap- 
pear as  conspicuously  as  it  ought,  "  owing  to  the  women  in 
the  Mississippi  valley  being  twice  as  prolific^  or  nearly  so,  as 
the  women  east  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  For  every  1000 
women  cast  of  the  mountains,  between  the  years  of  15  and 
50,  there  are  only  on  an  average  about  1200  children,  or  per- 
sons under  15 years  of  age;  while,  for  every  1000  women  be- 
tween 15  and  50  west  ot  the  mountains,  the  average  number 
of  children  or  persons  under  15  years  of  age,  is  2200.  Ow- 
ing to  this  greater  fecundity  of  western  women,  if  there  were 
no  emigration  from  the  east,  and  the  mortality  in  the  west 
was  the  same,  the  west  would  double  its  population  in  nearly 
half  the  time  of  the  east."  But  it  does  not  do  this,  allowing 
for  what  it  gains  and  the  east  loses  by  removals,  and  the  de- 
ficiency is  occasioned  by  the  greater  mortality  of  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi." 

On  page  97  we  find  a  description  on  the  therapeutic  pro- 
perties of  Quinine.  Dr.  Booth  *'  concludes  that  the  power  of 
the  medicine  depends  on  an  anti-congestive  property,  the  re- 
sult of  a  tonic  action  on  the  nervous  system."  He  thinks 
periodicity  is  always  to  be  met  with  Quinine,  whether  in- 
flammation be  present  or  not;  and  then,  inconsistently  enough, 
discourages  its  use  in  Remittent  Fever.  Dr.  Shanks  regards  it 
as  a  sedative,  and  administers  it  in  acute  inflammations. — 
Dr.  Mendenhall  thinks  that  although  Quinine  has  some  pro- 
perties peculiar  to  itself,  it  must  be  classed  as  a  stimulant. 
Dr.  Brickell  relates  a  case  of  traumatic  tetanus,  treated  by 
large  doses  of  this  drug.  30  grs.  in  60  drops  of  laudanum, 
Vol.  3.  No.  1.— 5 
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ARTICLE  m. 

r 

ORADVATSS  IN  BUSH  NTBDIOAI.  COLLECTS — SESSION  OF  1849-S!F«' 

At  the  Annual  Commeneenient  of  'Rush  Medical  CoUege,1ieM  TlmraAiyr 
GPeb.  Tth,  185j(),  the  degree  oi  lector  of  Bfedicme  was  conferred  o»4r 
gentlemen,  whose  names,  with  the  titles  of  thetr  Inang«ral  Thesest  anr 
annexed: 


J,  L*  AndeTsonr 
CyroB  O.  Blood, 
Clay  Brown, 
Henry  F.  Brown, 
William  F.  Coleman, 
Kimball  FaTor, 
£dward  J.  French, 
John  Gregory, 
Samnel  Rash  Haven, 
Isaiah  P.  Hamilton, 
George  Hicgins, 
Orson  CHoyt, 
Alexander  Hall, 
Franklin  B.  Ives, 
Thomas  G.  Kleppar, 
M.  Tevis  Klepper, 
Charles  J.  Macon, 
Manly  Miles,  Jr., 
Risdon  C.  Moore, 


IlHnois, 
Iowa, 

Indiapar 
Illinois, 


Wisconsin^ 


it 


New^Yorb, 
Illinois, 

Minnesota, 

lUinois, 

Iowa, 

Michigan, 

Indiana, 


AloBzo  L.  McArthar,        Illinois, 

WilUam  C.  Oatman, 
8ilas  S.  Parkhnrst,    • 
WiUiam  J.  Paogh, 
William  W.  Perry, 
John  M.  Phipps, 
Giles  P.  Ransom, 
David  Rog[ers, 
Josiah  R.  Bnelling, 
John  W.  Spaalding, 


Michigan, 

Illinois, 

Michigan, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Ohio, 

Illinois, 


H 


Benjamin  G.  Stephens, 

Benjamin  F.  Stephenson 

Edwin  Stewart, 

Isaac  £.  Thayer, 

John  M.  Todd, 

Henry  D.  C.  Tattle,       Michigan, 


Tide  fff  T%9$m. 

FcTcr. 

CircalatioB  of  the  Blood. 

Ophthalmia. 

ifepre^sionand  Depreaaing  Agcsati^ 

Dyspepsia. 

M!ateria  Medica. 

PneoMomftr 

Hydropathy. 

Free  Medical  Schools. 

Canse  dc  Effect  of  Marsh  Miasmata^ 

Cholera. 

Cholera. 

Miasmata. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Fever. 

Remitting  Fever. 

Tetanus. 

Pathological  Changes  of  the  Bloodu 

Cholera  Infantum. 

JEtioloffy  and  and  Pathok^  of 
Phthisis  Pulmoaalis. 
Chymiticatian. 
Scrofula. 

Pneumonia  Biliosa^ 
Peritonitis. 
Cholera. 

Pathology  of  Fe>'er. 
Pernicious  Fever. 
Science  of  Medicine. 
Typhoid  Fever. 
S  The  Influence  of  Correct  Thcorir*- 


lowa, 

Michigan, 

Wisconsin, 


^  The  Influence  i 
i  in  Medicine. 
Hepatitis. 


'patitis. 
Inflammation, 

Character  and  Duty  of  a  Physician^ 
Cholera. 
Neuralgia. 


STATISTICS   OF    MEDICAL    SCHOOS^S.  8? 


Nanu,                         Residence, 

Tide  qJ  Theses. 

James  P.  Walker, 

Illinoii, 

Bilious  Remitting  Fever. 

Harmon  Wasson, 

ii 

Epidemic  Cholera. 

George  S.  Wheeler, 

44 

Hematemesis. 

Zachariah  H.Whitmir^,, 

44 

.  jP«ver. 

Treatment  of  Diseases  in  the  West. 

Thomas  Wilkina, 

44 

Wm.W.R.  Woodbury, 

44 

Pnenmonia. 

Jvnea  &.  Zeariaf« 

U 

Ophthalmia* 

The  Honorary  Dtgtte  6f  jyoctor  6f  Bf  ledicine  was  conferred  on  Br.E. 
S.  Cooper,  of  Henderson,  III.,  atld  Che  ad^  mndem  Degree  on  James  S, 
Whitmire,  M.D.,  of  Metamora,  111. 


ARTICLE  IV. 


STATISTICS  OF   M^DIOAL   SCBOQLS 1849-60. 


University  of  Pennsylvania,  - 
University  of  the  CiAy  of  New- York, 
Harvard  Univeraityi  -  -  « 

College  of  Physicians  and  Svrgeons,  N.  Y. 
Medicid  College  of  Ohio,    • 
Bnfialo  University,  •  .  . 

Yale  College,  •  - 

Rush  Medical  College, 
Albany  Medical  Collage,     - 
Univer9ity  of  Louis\ille,    - 
Transylvania  University,    - 
University  of  St.  Louis, 
University  of  Missouri,  (St.  Louis)t 
Medical  College  of  EvansviHe, 
Indiana  Central  Medical  College,  - 
Starling  Medical  College,    - 
Jefferson  Medibal  College,  • 
Pemwylvania  Medical  College, 
MecUcal  CoUegi  of  Georgia, 
Berkshire  Medical  College, 


StudenU. 

ChaduaUt. 

438 

m 

Ill 

• 

93 

- 

49 

- 

49 

- 

87 

• 

14 

2j2Q 

H 

100 

2$ 

376 

113 

92 

32 

110 

110 

40 

6 

50 

10 

154 

616 

211 

106 

3)1 

17d 

4|4 

9a 

8^     I 

88  OatOAGO  MEDICAL   SOCIETY  ETC. 


ARTICLE  V. 


r 
CHICAGO   MEDICAL   SOCII::TT. 


A  meeting  of  Physicians  of  Chicago  was  held  at  Drs.  Boone  andM' Vickar**' 
office  on  the  15th  ultimo.    After  considerable  discussion  a  Society  wa» 
organized,  and  a  Conmiittee  appointed  to  draft  a  Constitution  for  its  gov—, 
emment. 

On  the  19th  ult.  the  Society  met  again,  and  after  adopting  a  Constitn* 
lion,  elected  Dr.  L.  D.  Boone,  President;  E.  McArthnr,  Vice-President; 
B«  McVickar,  Secretary,  and  Drs.  Evans  and  Boone  Delegates  to  th* 
American  Medical  Association. 

Much  good  feeling  was  manifested,  and  the  Society  promises  a  career 
of  usefulness. 

The  stated  Meetings  are  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  eaich  month. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

DEMONSTRATIVE    MIDWIFERY. 


We  observe  by  our  contemporary,  the  Buffalo  Med.  Sc  Surg.  Journal, 
that  a  Demonstration  of  Natural  Labour,  was  made  by  Prof.  White  before 
the  medical  class,  in  the  University  of  Bufialo  last  winter ;  and  that  the 
afiair  went  off  very  satisfactorily  to  all  parties  concerned.  Although  id 
the  present  state  of  society  in  America  it  is  not  probable  that  such  a  meaas 
of  instruction  will  become  general,  or  often  be  repeated.  Still,  we  unhee- 
itatingly  say,  that  when  considered  properly,  it  is  a  false  nKxlesty  that 
condemns  it. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

MISCELLANEOUS   MEDICAL   INTELLIGENCE. 

Dr.  S.  H.  Dickson,  Prof,  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the  University  €f 
the  City  of  New- York,  has  resigned  his  Chair  on  account  ef  ill-health.— - 
His  place  is  to  be  filled  from  applications  made  by  the  first  of  May  inei* 
fSbort  notice). 


MISCELLANY.  89 

It  Is  rumored  that  Prof.  Chapman,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
has  resigned  his  Chair  in  that  Institution. 

We  observe  by  the  papers  that  a  new  Medical  School  is  being  organ- 
ized at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

Prof.  Webster  has  been  convicted  of  the  murder  of  Dr.  Parkman,  and 
sentenced  to  be  hung,  but  the  day  of  execution  has  not  yet  been  designated. 
The  reward  of  $3,000,  offered  for  Dr.  Parkman*s  body,  was  paid  to  Mr. 
LittleBeld  on  6th  of  April. 

A  Bill  has  been  presented  in  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  requiring 
Physician's  prescriptions  to  be  written  in  English  instead  of  Latin. 

The  Cholera  lingers  about  New-Orleans,  and  occasionally  breaks  out 
on  bi.ard  of  boats  on  their  passage  up  the  Mississippi  River  and  its  tribu- 
taries ;  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  spreading  with  as  much  rapidity  as  last 
spring. 

Prof.  W.  L.  Attee  has  performed  his  seventh  operation  for  Extripatioa 
of  Ovarian  Tumors. 

It  is  announced  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  that  Dr.*8 
Forbes  and  Marshall  Hall,  are  about;  to  visit  this  country. 

It  is  said  that  chewing  a  piece  of  orange  peel  just  before  taking  cod-liver 
oil,  masks  its  taste  entirely. 

*' Yankee  Doctors. — Let  Sir  James  Graham's  Medical  Bill  come  intv 
operation,  and  Doctors  will  spring  up  among  ns  as  they  do  in  America. — 
"**Do  you  know  what  your  Doctor  was  two  years  ago?"  asked  a  Yankee 
not  six  months  since  of  an  Englishman,  in  Boston.  ^^Do  you  know,  stran- 
ger, what  he  was?"  "No!"  "Well,  then,  he  was*  only  a  book- binder,  I 
guess."  At  this  news,  the  Englishman's  jaw  fell,  and  he  returned  sileni 
thanks  that  his  book-binder  Doctor  had  not  put  him  in  boards.*^ 

Dr.  O.  W.  Mayberry,  of  Alabama,  says  that  blood  externally  applied 
is  a  most  soothing  and  efficacious  remedy  in  Erysipelas  and  burns. 

A  Female  Medical  School  was  to  have  been  opened  in  Boston  some  time 
in  April  past. 

Dr.  Landon  C.  Rives,  formerly  Professor  of  Midwifery,  etc.,  in  Cincin- 
cinnati  College,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  the  Chair  recently  occupied  by  the  late  lamented 
Dr.  Harrison. 

Prof.  J.K.  Mitchell,  of  Jefierson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  in  hi* 
late  Valedictory  Lecture,  contends  that  the  supply  of  Educated  Physicians 
in  the  United  States,  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  demand. 

A  Belgian  tribunal  has  decided  that  all  professional  visits  by  Physicians 
made  between  9  o'clock  p.  m .  and  6  o'clock  a.  m.,  are  night  visits. 

Miss  Dix,  the  eminent  Philanthropist,  has  succeeded  in  persuading  the 
Mississppi  Legislature  to  build  a  Hospital  for  the  Insane.  An  appropri- 
ation of  $50,000  was  made  for  the  purpose. 
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ARTICLE  VIIL 

NOllTHERN    LANCKT. 

We  have  received  No  1 1  of  this  new  candidate  for  public  fiivor.  It 
seems  to  be  of  mixed  character ;  and  aims  to  cater  to  the  taste  of  the  phy- 
sician, lawyer,  and  general  reader.  We  doubt  whether  the  plan  is  feasi- 
ble :  nevertheless  we  wish  it  abundant  success. 

It  is  published  at  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.  monthly,  at  $1  per  annum,  id 
advance. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

OBITUARY. 

We  regret  to  learn  by  the  newspapers,  the  death  of  John  H.  Savj^mmb^ 
H.D.of  Indianapolis  la,  who  was  on  bis  way  from  New  Orleans  to  1m 
home,  when  stricken  down  by  the  Cholera.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  mesft* 
bars  of  our  profession  in  Indiana.  He  spent  a  long  series  of  years  in  tke 
faithful  discharge  of  his  professional  duties  in  Indianapolis ;  where  he  liv- 
ed highly  respected ;  and  his  loss  is  deeply  regretted. 

It  haa  seldom  bees  our  good  fortune  to  enjoy  the  friendship  of  one  «o 
richly  endowed  with  thoae  kindly  feeUngs,  and  impulses  of  the  heart,  that 
form  the  true  gentleman,  and  ornament  the  christian.  EL 

We  have  learned  through  the  pmblic  prints,  the  death  of  ottr  friend,  Dr. 
T.  W  CowoiLL  of  Greencastle,  Indiana.  He  was  selected  to  fill  the 
chair  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Indiana  Central 
Medical  College ;  but  his  declining  health  prevented  him  from  entering  on 
the  duties  assigned  him.  Dr.  C.  was  a  popular  and  useful  citizen  in  the 
community  where  he  resided,  and  leaves  a  wide  circle  of  relatives  and 
friends  to  deplore  his  loss.    His  disease  was  Phthisis.  M. 

Died,  in  Boston,  on  the  2d  of  March  last.  Dr.  Jno.  D.  Fishsr,  one  of 
thfT  Physicians  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  aged  53  years. 

Died,  at  Ottawa,  SepU  17th.  1849,  Dr.  Henrt  S.  Pratt.  The  de- 
ceased was  a  young  physician  of  great  promise,  evincing,  as  he  did,  an 
unusual  facility  in  acquiring,  and  a  great  fondness  for  the  practice  of,  hia 
profession.  Dr.  Howland,  (his  preceptor,)  made  some  feeling  remarks  be- 
fore the  Ottowa  Medical  Society,  on  the  occasion  of  Dr.  Pratt's  death;  and 
we  dengned  publishing  them,  but  find  we  have  not  the  space. 


NOTICE  TO  READERS  AND  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Original  communications  have  been  received  from  Dre.  J.  J.  Lescher, 
v.  M.  Saterlde,  and  W.  Matthews. 

InjecUans  of  Iodine  and  Iodide  of  Potassium  in  Spina  Bifida  and  Hydro- 
cephalns,-^^.  ^ntklii^haa  employed  the  injection,  during  tbepast  year, 
in  three  additipnal  cases  of  Spina  Bifidti^  with  satisfactory  results;  and  in 
one  case  of  chronic  congenital  Hydrocephalus.  This  latter  case  has  been 
six  months  under  KreaHaent;  daring  wich  time  the  operation  has  been  re- 
peated twenty  one  times.  As  large  an  amount  as  gr.  xij  of  Iodine,  and  gr. 
xxxvj  Iodide  of  Potass  to  oz.  j  of  Distilled  Water,  has  been  injected  inu 
the  head,  at  one  operation,  without  producing  inconvenient  results.  A  fah 
report  of  the  cases  will  be  furnished  to  our  readers  in  a  future  number. 

We  regret  that  a  notice  of  Maclise's  Surgical  Anatomy  was  overlooked 
in  sending  copy  to  the  compositor.   It  shall  appear  in  our  next. 

We  have  been  compelled  to  abridge  the  obituary  notice  of  Dr.  Pratt,  of 
Ottowa,  as  there  has  been  a  demand  on  our  pages,  for  matter  of  more  gen- 
eral interest  to  our  readers.  We  may  as  well  take  this  time  to  request  oc 
correspondents  to  make  their  communications  on  such  subjects — and  ix 
deed  all  subjects,  as  concise  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  will  admit.  We 
aim  to  give  as  great  a  variety  as  possible;  and  to  accomplish  this  in  our  nar- 
row limits,  requires  that  we  should  apply  the  condensing  process  to  many 
of  the  communications  furnished  us.   . 

We  shall  hereafter  add  a  new  department  to  the  Journal,  in  which  we 
will  give  a  summary  of  the  more  interesting  articles  in  the  American  and 
Foreign  Jouhittls  *.  an  tie  large  amount  of  original  matter  furnished  us 
prevents  U9  froita  extracliag  many  articles  entire. 

In  addition  to  the  publications  already  noticed,  we  have  receiv^thei 
lowingt-^Heport  of  the  PebHsylvaaia^  Hospital  for  the  Insane,^  foi  1840. 
Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum  of 
New  York. — Report  of  the  Ohio  Lunatic  Asylum. — Valedictory  Address 
to  the  graduating  Class  in  the  Medical  Department  of  Transylvania  Uni- 
versity, by  Prof.  Boling. — Lecture  introductory  to  the  course  of  Sur- 
gery, delivered  at  the  Mass.  Med.  College,  in  Boston,  by  Prof.  Bigelow. 
Catalogue  of  Starling  Medical  I>epartment  of  Transylvania  University. — 
Comparative  vakie  of  the  diffbrent  Aiuesthetic  Agents:  by  Geo.  Hayward 
M.D. — Researches  on  the  Natural  History  of  Death,  by  Bennett  Dowler, 
M.D. — Dental  News  Letter. — Annual  Report  of  Physicians  to  the  Marine 
Hospital.  (From  the  Author,  Dr.  F.  C.  Stewart.) 

We  have  beenfumishedby  Messrs.  J.  H.  Reed  ic  Ca,  with  a  specimen 
4if  a  new  remedy  for  Epilepsy,  (the  Extract  of  Cotyledon  Umhilicus)^  men- 
tioned with  approbation  in  No.  xixofBraithwaites  Retrospect. 
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SEARS  &  BAY, 

[SUCCESSORS  TO  L.  M.  BOYCE.] 

NO.  113,  LA KE-ST.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

WHOLESAIL  DEALERS  IN  FOREIGN  &  DOMESTIC 

Drugs  and  Medicines, 

CHEMICALS,  PERFUxMERY.  PAINTS  &  OILS,  DYE- 
STUFFS,  DRUGGIST'S  GLASS-WARE, 
WINDOW-GLAS,  ETC.,  ETC. 

We  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  Druggists  and  Physicians 
o  our  usually  large  assortment,  to  which  we  are  now,  and  shall  constantly 
e   adding  fresh  supplies,  selected   with   great  care  by   an  experienced 

ruggist,  in  New- York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston  Markets,  and  which  we 
offer  to  the  trade  on  as  good  terms  as  any  house  in  the  West. 

All  those  who  may  favor  us  with  their  orders,  can  depend  on  tbeir 
being  executed  satisfactorily,  or  may  be  returned  at  our  expense. 

Chicago,  April,  1850. 


^.      JAMES  ANDREW, 

DRUGGIST  AND  APOTHECARY, 

WEST-RANDOLPH  ST. 

CHICAGO,  ILL. 

DEALER  IN  DRUGS,  MEDICINES  AND  CHEMICALS, 
OILS,  PAINTS,  VARNISHES,  WHITE  LEAD. 
DYE-STUFFS  AND  DYE-WOODS, 

Medical  GlaM-Ware  and  Window  Glass  of  all  sizes.    Paint,  Varnish, 
Wall  Counter,  Tooth,  Iluir  and  Clothes  Brashes.   Perfomery,  Soaps,  etc. 

17*  All  articles  sold  at  this  Establishment  will  be  warranted   as  to 
.    quality. 

Cuicago,  April,  1850; 
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Pact  1.— Crtjtttal  €emmnn\ta,tions. 

CHAPTER  1>— COKTINUBD. 


^ory  o/ the  Medical  Profession  from  the  _firit  tattlement  ^  th* 
Brilvin  Colmites  in  America,  to  the  year  1783.' — By  N.  S- 
Batis,  M.  D.,Prof.  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  in  Ru»% 
Medici  College. 

[CoprBi^SscniMl') 
They  were  drawn  togatfaer  by  suppers  in  winter,  and  diir 
nen  in  santBoer.    Their  food  was  simple'uid  taken  fibie^ 
&  eolid  form.    The  liquors  used  with  it  wsre'Pu(lcli,-'l!iinidi( 
Porter,  and  sound  old  Madeira  Wise. 

From  this  general  use  of  distilled  and  fermented  liquortf, 
drunkenness  was  aconimon  vice  in  all  the  di^rent  lanks  of 
society."*  Who  can  feel  surprised,  that  in  the  midst  of  a  peo- 
ple indulging  ia  such  habit^,  death  from  "Gout,  Apoplexy, 
Palsy,  obArdbtsd  liverst  and  Dropsies,"  should  he  remark^ly 
frequent?  /. 

The  same  "^Kf/tat  lells  us  that,  one  club,  "  cansistlqg  of 
about  a  dozei^of  the  first  gentlemen  in  ^e  0^  all  {nid,  for 
their  iptem|Araaca,  the  fwEeit  of  their  lives;  f^^(^Ofdiem 
w^  tome  txaot  or  nore  of  ^  AseaaeS  that  V"^'  1*^°  '^c'^* 


'A*BadinflwfMMarH«diofaB,betirMBl7aai1Mu>S  IW*. 
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These  few  facts  are  introduced  here,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  how  poorly  we  are  qualified  to  judge  of  the  proprietj' 
of  any  system  of  practice,  at  a  given  period  of  tifne,  without 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  condition  and  customs  ef 
the  people  at  the  same  period,  .^e  have  already  said  thai 
practitioners  daring  norost  of  our  colonial  period,  'were  much 
controlled  in  practice  by  the  doctrines  of  Boerhaave;  but  during 
thelatter  part  of  the  time,  these  began  rapidly  to  yield  to  the  ad- 
vancing school  of  CuUen,  There  were  not  wanting,  howevcft 
many  bold  and  independent  practitioners,  who  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  throw  ofFthe  shackles  of  prevailing  systems,  and  adapt 
their  treatment  to  the  prevailing  type  or  character  of  disease, 
or  introduce  new  remedies,  as  the  preceding  facts  abundantly 
show.    Of  these,  none  were  more  deserving  of  notice  than 

-^rs.  Boylston,  Colden,  Og;den,  Bayley,  Morgan,  and  Boq^j^ 
So  rapid  was  the  decline  of  the  Boerhaavian  inQuence 
before  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  we  find  bl( 

'tingi  Purges,  Vomits,  Bark,  Opium,   and  Mercury,  all  ased 
with  more  or  less  freedom  throughout  the  profession.     The 

'  last  named  remedy  was  extensively  and  very  successfully 
used  by  some  physicians,  in  preparing  the  system  for  the 
8onll*poX|  both  in  the  natural  way,  and  after  inoculadon.— 
This  practice  was  commenced  as  early  as  1745,  by  Drs. 
Thomas  of  Va.,  and  Munson  of  Long  Island.  And  by  iti  we 
are  told,  they  teduced  the  number  of  deaths  after  inoculation' 
from  1  in  100,  to  1  in  800  or  1000.  Dr.  Zabdiel  Boylston  of 
Boston,  first  introduced  the  practice  of  inoculation  for  die . 
Small  PoX)  into  the  country  by  inoculating  his  own  ton,  thir* 
teen  years  of  age,  and  two  colored  servants.  This  was  on 
the  37th  of  June  1721,  only  two  months  after  the  inoculatioo 
of  the  daughter  of  the  celebrated  Lady  Wortley  Montagnet 
the  first  that  was  practiced  in  England,  and  certainly  befbie 
any  knowledge  of  the  latter  case  could  have  reached  Boston.' 
Dr.  Boylston  was  induced  <o  commence  the  practice  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  who  had  read  an  account  of  the  inocolatioii 


i 


in  Turkey,  pablisbed  in  the  traasactiona  of  tbe  Rojdl  Socie^ 
of  London.  His  three  6rst  experiments  proving  successful, 
and  the  Small  Pox  raging  fearfully  in  tbe  city  of  Boston,  Dr. 
Boylaion,  inocculnted  during  that  year  S47,  of  all  ages  and 
both  sexes,  and  39  were  inoculated  by  other  physicians; 
making  a  total  of  SS6,  of '«rhom  only  six  died.  While  of 
6,759  who  were  attacked  with  it  in  tbe  natuval  way,  during 
the  same  period,  844  died.  It  is  not  strange  that  when  this 
practice  was  first  introduced,  it  should  have  met  with  most  vi- 
olent opposition,  requiring  no  small  degree  of  firmness  and  per- 
severance on  the  part  of  those  who  bad  undertaken  it,  to  stem 
tbe  torrent  of  popular  indignation  which  was  much  exaspera- 
ted by  the  conduct  of  a  portion  of  the  Profession,  at  the  bead 
of  whom,  was  Dr.  Wm.  Douglass,  a  man  of  much  ability  and 
tftrong  prejudices.  Indeed,  the  history  of  our  Profession, 
ilpteings  to  light  no  controversy  of  a  more  exciting  and  violent ' 
character,  than  that  which  arose,  both  in  the  colonies  and  the 
mother  country,  from  the  introduction  of  this  practice.  And 
none  better  illustrates  the  power  of  truth,  to  triumph  over  er- 
ror, even  when  entrenched  behind  the  strongest  bulwarks  of 
human  prejudice  and  passion.  For  tbe  success  of  Dr.  Boylston, 
rapidly  won  to  the  cause  intelligent  members  of  the  profession, 
and  in  a  short  time,  the  practice  was  extended  through  all  tbe 
Colonies.  And  as  we  have  already  stated,  sutih  was  the  suc- 
cess attending  a  proper  preparation  of  the  system  for  ibe  re- 
ception of  the  disease,  that,  instead  of  loosing  six  out  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty-six,  as  shown  during  the  first  year  of  its 
introduction,  in  less  than  twenty  years  after,  the  average  mot- 
tality  of  those  inoculated  did  not  exceed  one  in  eight  hundred. 
Notwithstanding,  the  popular  prejudice  which  was  excited 
against  Dr.  Boylston,  was  for  a  time  strong  and  -highly  embit- 
tered, yet  be  lived  to  receive  ample  compensation  in  the  good 
opinion  of  bis  fellow  men,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  He  af- 
terwards visited  England,  and  besides  receiving  tbe  most  grat- 
ifyiog  marks  of  attention,  be  bad  the  honor  of  beiog  tbe  first 
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physician  in  the  Colonies,  who  was  made  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London.  We  are  told  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Fran- 
cis, in  his  Anniversary  Discourse  before  the  New  York  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine,  that  Dr.  Beekman  Van  Beuren,  who  suc- 
ceeded his  father,  John  Van  Beuren,  as  physician  to  the  Alms 
House  in  the  City  of  New  York,  "was  the  first  physician  who 
introduced  the  practice  of  inoculation  for  the  Small  Pox  in  our 
public  institutions."  The  first  Post  Mortem  examination  that 
took  place  in  America,  of  which  we  have  any  record,  was 
made  in  1691,  by  Dr.  Johannes  Kerfbyl,  assisted  by  five  other 
physicians  of  the  city  of  New  York.  The  body  examined  was 
that  of  Governor  Sloughter,  who  had  died  suddenly  under 
suspicious  circumstances.  It  was  not  until  1750,  nearly  sixty 
years  after,  that  the  first  human  body  was  dissected,  for  the 
purpose  of  imparting  Medical  instruction  in  the  Colonies.  Thia> 
was  done  by  the  learned  Drs.  John  Bard,  and  Peter  Middle- 
ton.  The  study  of  Botany  also  received  attention  from  some 
of  the  earliest  and  most  learned  physicians  of  the  Colonies.— 
Among  these,  Drs.  CadwallaJer  Colden  of  New  York,  and 
John  Bartram  of  Pennsylvania  stood  pre-eminent.  The  first 
named  of  these  eminent  men,  taught  the  Linnaean  system  or 
classification  of  plants,  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  several 
years  before  it  was  recognized  in  England.  Colden  doubt- 
less derived  his  knowledge  from  the  traveller  Kalm,  who  was 
a  pupil  of  Linnaeas,  and  so  highly  was  he  esteemed  by  the 
Botanists  of  the  old  world,  that  one  of  the  most  beautitui 
plants  of  the  tetrandrous  class  was  named  Coldenia,  in  honor 
of  his  memory.  John  Bartram,  though  living  at  a  little  later 
period  of  our  history,  enjoyed  a  still  more  extensive  reputation 
in  this  department  of  science,  and  probably,  was  favored  with 
a  moie  extensive  correspondence  with  the  scientific  men  of 
Europe  than  any  of  his  cotemporaries.  He  was  the  first  An- 
glo-Amencan  who  attempted  to  establish  a  Botanic  Garden 
in  this  country.  This  Garden  was  located  on  the  Schu3'lkill, 
about  three  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  contained  about  five 
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acres,  well  covered  with  a  great  variety  "  of  new,  beautiful 
and  useful  trees,  slirubs,  and  herbaceous  plants." 

We  are  told  that  his  garden  attracted  the  attentioUi  and  in- 
duced the  visits  of  many  learned  men ;  and  Bartram  himself, 
continued  to  travel  extensively  through  the  country,  and  'make 
collections  in  the  various  departments  of  natural  science,  un- 
til he  was  over  70  years  of  age. 

Dr.  John  Clayton,  who  came  from  England  to  Virginia  in 
1705,  has  already  been  referred  to  as  the  author  of  the  Fhra 
Virginica^  published  in  1743 ;  and  Dr.  Alexander  Garden  of 
South  Carolina,  was  no  less  distinguished  both  as  a  naturalist 
and  physician.  He  kept  up  a  correspondence  with  Linnaeus 
in  Latin,  by  whom  he  was  held  in  high  estimation.  The 
beautiful  flowering  shrub  called  Gardenia,  was  so  named  in 
*^onor  of  Dr.  Garden.  The  practice  of  sending  native  young 
flaen  from  the  colonies  to  be  educated  in  the  Medical  Schools 
of  Europe,  was  more  prevalent  in  the  Southern  than  the  Eas^ 
tern  colonies.  So  early  as  1734,  William  Bull,  a  native  Car- 
olian,  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  at  Leyden.  John  Moul- 
trie graduated  at  Edinburgh,  in  1749t,  and  published  his  The- 
sis, "de  Pebre  Flava  ;**  and  we  are  told  by  Dr.  Ramsey,  th0L 
ten  other  natives  of  that  colony  obtained  the  same  honor  bo* 
tween  1768  and  1778.  Li  the  middle  and  southern  Statoii 
there  was  much  less  disposition  to  merge  the  duties  of  Physi* 
otan  and  Priest  in  the  same  hands,  than  in  New  England.  In- 
deed, they  seem  to  have  been  much  better  supplied  at  an  ear- 
ly period,  with  well  educated  Physicians  from  England  and 
Scotland,  than  the  more  northern  colonies ;  and  in  the  sam^ 
proportion  did  tne  profession  enjoy  a  higher  reputation,  both  at 
home  and  abroad. 

East  New  Jersey  appears  to  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of 
making  the  first  attempt,  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  pro- 
fession by  means  of  social  organization.  So  early  as  1766,  a 
numerous  meeting  of  physicians  was  held  at  New  Branswick, 
and  a  constitution  and  By-laws  adopted  for  a  permanent  or- 
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ganization.  Delegates  were  present  from  all  parts  of  tlie 
State,  and  the  objects  as  set  forth  in  the  Preamble  to  the 
Constitution  were,  "  Mutual  Improvement^  the  advancement  of 
the  Profession,  the  promotion  of  the  public  good,  and  the  tnltiva* 
tion  of  harmony  andfriendship  among  their  brethrenJ*^  These 
were  objects  worthy  the  attention  of  enlightened  minds ;  and 
they  seem  to  have  been  strictly  adhered  to,  and  successfully 
carried  out ;  the  society  meeting  regularly  twice  in  each 
year,  until  interrupted  in  1775,  when  not  a  few  of  its  mem- 
bers, left  the  social  circle  and  the  bed  side,  to  bind  up  the 
wounds  of  bleeding  freemen,  or  with  them,  share  the  deadly 
strife  in  freedom's  cause.  The  second  important  movement 
in  thie  direction,  was  in  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  a  little 
before  the  close  of  the  war.  •  In  1781  the  Massachusetts  Med- 
ical Society  was  incorporated,  embracing  about  thirty  mecn-' 
bers,  with  the  venerable  Edward  Holyoke,  as  its  President. 
Among  the  original  members,  we  find  the  names  of  John 
Warren,  Aaron  Dexter,  Joseph  Fisk,  Edward  A,  Holyoke* 
and  James  Lloyd. 

During  the  same  year,  Dr.  John  Warren,  who  was  then 
Surgeon  of  a  Military  hospital  in  Boston,  commenced  a  course 
of  anatomical  lectures,  which  were  the  first,  of  which  we  have 
any  account  in  New  England.  They  were  continued  sever- 
al years,  and  attended  by  many  of  the  students  of  Harvard 
University,  until  a  Medical  Faculty  was  organized  in  connec- 
tion with  that  institution. 

Such  is  a  brief  view  of  Medical  institutions  and  Practice, 
during  the  colonial  period  of  our  history.  And  if  we  consider 
the  condition  of  the  American  colonies,  the  many  depen- 
dences on  the  mother  country,  on  tlie  one  hand,  and  the  al- 
most constant  aggressions  of  the  French  and  Indians,  on  the 
other,  the  scattered  state  of  the  population  &c.,  we  doubt 
whether  any  profession,  under  similar  circumstances,  ever 
progressed  with  greater  rapidity  than  the  medical  profes- 
sion of  the  coloniesi  during    the   25  years  succeeding   the 
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middle  of  the  eighteenth    century.     Still  Quat^ery    m  all  its 
forms  and  guises,  was  every  where  nourishing  ;  aud  the  pro- 
fession itself  destitute  oflhatinternal  organization,  or  associa- 
ted efE^t  at  improvement,  which  is  so  necessary  to  high  re- 
spectability and  permanent  prosperity.     Even  the  prohlhilo- 
ry  laws  of  1760,  in  New  York,  and  of  1772,  in  New  Jersey, 
seem  to  have  had  very  little  influence   in   accomplishing  the 
object  for  which  they  were  designed,  viz:  the  elevation  of  the 
profession,  and  the  suppression  ofirregular  practice.     But  the 
time  of  their  continuance  before  the   commencement  of  the 
war  of  1775,  which  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  cirectutdly  di- 
verted the  attention  of  all  classes  from  all  other  sulijects,  w 
too   short   to  allow   any    inference  of    value,  to  be  drav 
in  regard  to  their  success  or  failure.     Notwithstanding  the  a 
Terse  circumatances  in  which  the   couatry  was  placed,  an 
tltf  admitted  degradation  ol  a  great  proportion  of  the  medii 
practice  of  those  times,  still,  Xte  cannot  but  admire  the  libei 
views,  the  close  and  patient  observation,  and  the  bold  cast  i 
originality,  exhibited  by   those  whose  education  had 
them  for  the  high  responsibilities  of  their  calling.    And  eqa 
ly  must  we  admire  the  broad  and  liberal  basis,  on  which 
planted  their  infant  institutions  in  Phdadfilphia  and  New  ^ 
requiring  as  they  did,  a  preliminary  education  and  a  cui 
lum  of  Medical  studies,  superior  to  that  of  any  medical  it 
tation  now  existing  in  our  boasted  Republic.    Ifanydr 
this,  let  them  compare  the  regulations  of  the  Pbiladi 
Medical  College  of  1718,  as  already  quoted,  with  those  of  any 
of  our  existing  institutions. 

CHAPTER  n. 

FROU  1783  TO  1806. 

.  During  that  great  Revolutionary  struggle,  which  terminated 

io-the  establishment  of  the  Independence  of  the  Americaa 

ColoDies,  bul  little  time  or  means  vas  afforded  for  the  cultf- 
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Tation  of  any  science  or  professioni  save  that  of  ani»  nil 
the  arts  of  war.  And  perhaps  no  class  were  more  faithful  Ofr 
vigilant  in  their  country's  cause»  than  the  practitioners  of  Afed« 
icine.  They  not  onl  y  followed  the  Military  Cainp»  shaiiDg. 
its  privations  and  toils  as  Surgeons,  but  no  small  number  exr» 
changed  the  Lancet  for  the  Sword,  and  the  Esculapean  wu[- 
ibr  the  cap  of  the  Military  chief.  And  long  will  the  pages  M 
American  history  glow  with  the  names  of  Warren,  Mefcer» 
Rush  &c.,  the  two  former  of  whom,  sealed  their  devotioa  to 
the  cause,  with  their  lives.  During  the  war,  both  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British,  and  the  op* 
erationsof  the  Medical  schools,  like  all  other  institutions  io 
those  places,  were  suspended  until  their  evacuation.  Evea 
the  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  as  already  stated,  was 
compelled  to  suspend  its  functions  during  the  hostile  incur- 
aonsof  the  proud  invader.  But  while  these  ordinary  meant 
of  facilitating  Medical  education  were  suspended,  another 
school  of  quite  a  difierent  character  was  opened  for  the  traia* 
ing  of  our  profession.  We  have  alluded  in  a  previous  chap* 
ter  to  the  benefits  derived  by  the  profession  of  the  colouiest 
from  the  Medical  corps  attached  to  the  English  armies,  sent 
agtiiinst  the  French  colonies  in  the  war  which  terminated  ia 
1768 ;  but  the  war  for  Independence  afforded  another  and 
severer  school  than  the  one  which  had  preceded.  For  in  thf^ 
fi>nner,  the  colonial  profession  held  the  position  of  pupils  and 
^  assistants,  while  in  the  latteri  they  were  left  entirely  to  their 
f-  own  resources,  in  a  direct  contest  against  their  former  guidev 
and  masters.  It  was  during  this  trying  period,  when  the 
profession  was  compelled  to  act  independently,  and  often 
without  even  a  proper  supply  of  drugs,  that,  animated  and  en- 
courged  by  the  noble  spirit  of  a  Rush,  it  rose  equal  to  every 
emergency,  and  acquired  that  self-reliance  which  enabled  it, 
at  the  close  of  the  eventful  struggle,  to  set  about  resuscitating 
its  infant  institutions,  with  a  zeal  that  could  not  fail  of  success^ 
Hence*  no  sooner  was  Philadelphia  evacuated  by  tfaa  Bridtk 
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anny  in  1778,  than  we  find  the  functions  of  the  College  and 
HosjHtal  resufoed  by  the  same  teachers,  and  under  the  same 
Hi^p^ilipoBy  mheSne.  The  number  of  students  in  attendance 
4t^g  the  vmMt  and  spring  of  1779,  was  not  laser  than  sixty; 
although  no  graduates  are  neported  for  that  year.  Iifdeed, 
tbe  number  of  graduates  during  the  whcde  of  the  period  un- 
der consideraiioB,  amounting  to  near  a  quarter  of  •a  century, 
scarcely  aven^d  ten  annually*  This  was  neither  owing  to 
the  small  number  of  students  in  attendaace  on  the  Lectures^ 
or  to  the  diffieultiesin  the  way  of  graduation,  but  to  the  much 
less  relative  importance  which  was  at  this  period  attache 
to  the  Degree.  The  Degree,  either  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine, 
or  Doctof ,  conveyed,  at  hat  time,  no  special  privileges  in^  re* 
gard  to  practice;  and  hence  was  regarded,  Kke  all  other  Ittc 
rary  degrees,  as  a  mere  honorary  title. 

Therefore,  we  find  Students  resorting  to  the  Medical  Col^ 
lege,  not  so  much  for  the  title  it  was  authorized  to  bestow,  as 
for  the  real  Medical  knowledge  it  was  capable  of  dispertsin^ 
In  1779,  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  abrogated  the  charter 
of  the  College,  and  founded  another,  called  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  endowing  it  liberally  with  funds  derived  fron 
the  confiscated  estates  of  the  royalists  of  that  common  weak 
and  providing  for  a  Medical  department  in  place  of  that 
opnnection  with  the  one  whose  organization  bad  been 
solved. 

This,  however,  produced  but  little  other  effect  on  the  M* 
ieal  College  ihte  a  chaiige  of  name ;  for  the  same  professof 
were  in  realiiy  eontinued  until  1789,  when  the  Legislature,  ac* 
knowledging  the  injustice  of  ihetr  predecessors  in  abrogati 
the  former  charter,  restored  it  again,  with  all  the  powers  anc* 
privileges  belonging  thereto,  but  at  the  same  time  permittu 
lile  University  to  remain  unaltered.     This  act  brought  intip 
existence  two  Colleges,  each  possessed  of  the  privilege  of 
having  a  Medical  department  annexed,  and  neither  willing 
tb  felege  that  ifAtiAege  in  favor  of  the  other. 
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The  f esuh  was  tbe  organization  of  two  medical  faeuides 
during  the  following  year.  But  experience  soon  taught  then 
that  the  patronage  was  too  limited  to  sustain  two  institutiona, 
either  Literary  or  Medical;  hence  they  were  united  in  1792» 
under  the  name  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvaniat  which  has 
been  retained  unto  the  present  time.  The  Medical  faculty 
of  the  united 'school,  was  composed  of  Dr.  William  Shippen, 
Prof,  of  Anatomy,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery;  and  Dr.  Caspar 
Wistar,  Adjunct;  Dr. Adam  Kuhn,  Prof,  of  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine ;  Dr.  Benj.  Rush,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine,  and  clinical  Medicine ;  Dr.  James  Hutchinsoo,' 
Prof,  of  Chemistry ;  Dr.  Samuel  P.  Griffitts,  Prof,  of  Materia 
Medica;  Dr.  Benjamin  S.  Barton,  Pro£  of  Botany  and  Natu* 
ralJSistory.  Some  important  changes  were  also  made*  at 
this  time,  for  the  government  of  the  College,  and  the  conferr* 
ing  of  Degrees.  The  Bachelor's  degree  was  wholly  abolish- 
ed, and  that  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  conferred  under  the  follow- 
ing rules,  viz: 

**  1.  That  the  candidate  should  not  be  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  should  have  studied  Medicine  for  three  years, 
and  for  two  at  least,  in  connection  with  the  University.-^ 
8.  That  he  should  have  attended,  at  least,  one  course  of  lec- 
tures of  the  several  professors,  with  the  exception  of  the  pro* 
fesaor  of  Botany  and  Natural  History,  and  should  also  have 
attended  onecourse  of  Natural  and  Experimental  Philosophy 
in  the  Institution,  unless  he  had  received  instruction  in  this 
branch  elsewhere ;  and  3d,  that  he  should  undergo  a  private 
examination  before  the  faculty,  and  if  approved  by  them» 
should  be  again  privately  exanouned  by  the  Faculty  in  the 
presence  of  as  many  of  the  trustees  as  might  choose  to  attendt 
and  finally,  if  found  to  be  properly  qualified,  should  offer  a 
thesis,  to  be  printed  at  his  own  expense,  and  defended  in  pub* 
Uc  at  the  Annual  Mc^dical  Commencement."* 

No  one  can  fail  to  mark  the  contrast  between  these  requi!» 
sitions,  and  those  adopted  by  the  first  College  in  1768.     Hms 

*8m  *«b  Uitocioal  fk^tohofthe  UmTonity  ofPennfylytnia,**  publiibed  1896. 
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instead  of  a  preliminary  education,  embracing  Mathematics, 
the  Natural  Sdiences,  and  some  knowledge  of  the  Latin  Lan- 
guagei  we  haire  a  simple  requirement  in,  regard  to  some  in- 
stru6tioadn  ^'fCeilural  and  Experimental  Pbflosofi^ ;"  and 
indeed,  the  whole  requisitions  for  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  are  much*  below  those  previously  required  for  that 
of  Bachelor.    And  We  may  here  date  the  commencement  of 
that  lowering  poUcy,  and  that  disregard  of  preliminary  edu^ 
cation  on  the  part  of  Medical  schools,  which  has  worked  great 
injury  to  the  profession.     But  why  was  the  original  standar 
departed  from,  and  particularly  in  the  downward  directioc 
Before  answering  this  question,  we  will  turn  our  attention  to 
the  condition  of  Medicine  in  the  neighboring  city  of  New  Yoi 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  attempts  were  made  t&^ 
vive  the  Medical  department  of  Kings  (now  changed  to  th 
of  Columbia)  College.     Through  some  mismanagement  tt 
attempt  not  only  failed,  bat  was  attended  with  some  circum 
stances  which  gave  rise  to  a  strotig  popular  outbreak,  corn* 
monly  called  the  **  Doctor's  Mob."     This  arose  from  a  suspi- 
cion that  some  bodies  had  been  stolen  from  the  grave  yard  for 
dissection.     The  mob  broke  into  the  dissecting  room  of  tb 
College,  and  finding  several  subjects  partially  dissected  the 
exhibited  the  fragments  to  the  multitude   without,  which  so 
increased  the  excitement,  that  all  law  and  order  were  tramp- 
led under  foot  for  two  or  three  days.  Several  medical  gentl 
men  were  grossly  insulted,  and   many  of  the  students  were 
con6ned  in  prison  for  personal  safety.     This  unhappy  event, 
not  only  tended  very  much  to  degrade  the  profession  in  th< 
public  estimation,  but  also,  greatly  to  retard  the  progress  of 
the  College. 

To  counteract,  as  far  as  possible,  the  evil  influences  brought 
to  bear  on  the  profession,  and  to  improve  Medical  Sciei)ce« 
several  of  the  more  enlightened  young  members  foriiied  theio^ 
selves  into  a  private  Society.  And  in  1787  they  succeeded 
in  inducing  the  Magistrates  of  the  City  to  establish  an  Apotb* 
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ecary's  shop  at  the  public  expense,  and   freely  tendered  their 
professional  services  for  the   sick   poor.     Among  the   more 
prominent  of  these  men,  were  Drs.  Wm.  Moore,Nicholas  Ro- 
majme,  Benjamin  Kissam,  Wright  Post,  and  Valentine  Sea- 
man.    They  not  only  gave  gratuitous  attendance  on  the  poor, 
for  several  years,  but  connected  therewith  Lectures  on  most 
of  the  branches  of  Medicine,  thereby  constituting  the  first  real 
Hospital  and  Dispensary,connected  with  practical  instruction, 
under  the  corporation  of  the  City.     So  great  was  their  success 
that  in  1790,more  than  fifty  students  attended  their  instructions. 
Encouraged  by  their  success,  and  failing  in  the  establishment 
of  a  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  Medical  instruction,  another  effort  was  made  to  revive  the 
medical  department  of  Columbia  College.     In  the  fall  of  1791, 
the  private  association  introduced  no  less  than  sixty  medical 
students  into  the  College,  and   thereby   induced  the  Legisla- 
ture to  make  a  grant  of  over  $30,000  to  the  trustees,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  them  to  enlarge  their  buildings  &c.     In 
the  following  year  the  Medical  faculty  was   re-organized  by 
the    appointment   of  Drs.  Baily,  Post,  Rogers,   Hamersly, 
Nicoll,  and  Kissam, Professors,and  Dr.  Bard,  Dean  of  the  fac- 
ulty. Some  of  these  appointments  were  so  unsatisfactory  to  the 
students  that  many  of  them  abandoned  the  College,  and  erased 
their  names  from  its  register.     Indeed,  such  were  the  internal 
jealousies,  and  outward  prejudices,  that  the  institution,  though 
it  maintained  an  existence  until  1^10,  yet  never  attained  a  de- 
gree of  prosperity  equal  to  the  private  association  to  which 
we  have  alluded.     About  this  time  also,  the  buildings  for  the 
New  York  Hospital,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  fire  previ- 
ous to  the  war,  were  again  so  far  completed  as  to  allow  of  the 
admission  of  patients.     Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  the 
subjrct    of    Medical    instruction    began      to    attract    atten- 
tion in  the  Eastern  States.     And  we  have  already  seen  that  so 
early  as   1782,   some  courses  of  Lectures  on  the  different 
branches  of  Medicine  were  given,   in   connection  with  Cam- 
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bridge  University.  Tliis  was  paioly  in  consequence  of 
several  liberal  donations,  rmm  some  wealthy  and  enlightened 
friends  of  [lie  cause.  In  17S8,  a  Medical  fatdUy^as  ^lab- 
lished  in  connectiriu  wiili  Havord  College,  headed  by  Dr. 
Jolin  Warren, with  Drs,  \Vaterhouae,and  Besterfcrasaociales. 
This  was  coatHiued  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  success,  and 
under  fair  regulations  until  1810,  when  tt  was  removed  to 
Boston,  where  it  wx>d  obtained  a  much  higher  degree  of  pro»- 
perity.  How  much,  the  almost  simultaneous  establishment  of 
these  several  Acbools,  and  particulnrly  the  school  and  Hospi- 
tal in  the  rival  city  of  New  York,  influenced  the  raai4ied  low- 
ering down  of  the  requisitions  iitr  graduation,  to  which  we 
have  alluded,  in  the  Medical  School  of  Philadelphia,  every 
reader  must  judge  fur  himself.  It  wasdoubtless  these  ihinga, 
aided  by  the  prevailing  spirit  of  the  times,  that  led  to  this  sad 
change  of  policy. 

The  Massachnsetts  Medical  Society  was  estaUished  by  as 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  in  1781.  The  objects  eet 
forth  m  the  act  of  incorporation  were,  the  promotion  of  Medi- 
cal science  and  the  regulation  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
profession.  To  enable  it  to  accorapUsh  these  desirable  ob- 
jects, the  society  was  authorized  to  appoint  a  Board  of  Cen- 
sors, whose  duly  it  was  lo  examine  all  candidates  for  admis- 
sion into  the  profession  in  that  State,  and  grant  Licenses  to 
such  as  were  found  qualified.  This  Society,  together  with 
that  formed  soon  after  in  New  Haven,  and  the  New  Hampshire 
Society,  chartered  in  1791,  exerted  a  very  salutary  influence 
over  the  proTewion  throughout  the  United  States.  Their  pow* 
ers  and  duties  were  modified  from  time  to  time,  until  at  length 
the  organizstioo  of  each  become  complete,  and  they  had  sev- 
erally adopted  lixed  regulations  for  the  examination  and  ad- 
mission of  candidates,  and  enlightened  codes  of  Medical 
Ethics,  as  we  shall  see  in  the  sequel. 

To  stimulate  into  actios  individual  talent,  and  encourage 
•till  fortbertbe  ddttra^oo  of  Medical  Science,  a  weallby  sad 
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enlightened  citizen  of  Boston,  Ward  Nicholas  Boylston  Em|« 
established  In  179S  a  perpetual  legacy,  yielding  $133  per  an- 
num.    Thirty-three  dollars  of  this  sum  was  to  aid  in  the   es- 
tablishment of  an  anatomical  Museum,  and  the  remaining  one 
hundred  to  be  awarded  annually,  for  premiums  for  Medical 
Essays  under  the  direction  of  the  Fellows  of  the  Massacho- 
setts  Medical  Society.     The  noble  intentions   of  the  donor 
have  been  faithfully  carried   out  by  the  Society,  who  have 
thereby  annually  called  forth  a  number  ofinteresting  Essays, 
which  now  embrace  many  of  the  most  important  topics  belong- 
ing to  Medical  Science.     The  Massachusetts  Medical  'Socie- 
ty, also  enjoysthe  honor  of  being  the  first  in  this  country  to 
issue  a  regular  volume  of  transactions,  made  up  of  the  most 
interesting  papers  read  before  the  Society. 

The  first  number  of  the  transactions  was  published  previ- 
ous to  the  year  1800,  and  contained  papers  written  by  Dre. 
E.  A.  Holyoke,  of  Salem,  Wm.  Baylies,  of  Dighton;  Joseph 
Ome,  of  Salem ;  N.  W.  Appleton,  of  Boston ;  Edward  A. 
Wyer,  of  Halifax,  N.  S. ;  Isaac  Rand,  of  Cambridge;  Isaac 
Rand  Jr.,  of  Boston;  Joseph  Osgood,  of  Andover;  Thomas 
Welsh,  of  Boston;  and  Thomas  Kast,  of  Boston.  The  most 
important  of  these  papers,  were:  **  An  account  of  the  weath- 
er and  epidemics  of  Salem  in  the  county  of  Essext  for  the 
year  1786 ;  with  a  bill  of  mortality  for  the  same  year.  By 
Edward  A.  Holyoke,  M.  D.  written  in  1787."  "  A  case  of 
Empyema,  successfully  treated  by  an  operation,  by  Isaac 
Rand  in  1783."  **  Observations  on  Hydrocephalus  Intemus, 
by  operation,  by  Isaac  Rand  Jr.,  in  1789  ;"  and  **an  account 
of  an  Aneurism  of  the  thigh  perfectly  cured  by  an  operation, 
and  the  use  of  the  limb  preserved,  by  Thomas  Kast,  in  1790.** 
The  second  number  of  the  Society's  tranactions  was  not  pub- 
lished until  1^08.  The  first  Medical  Society  organized  south 
of  New  Jerseyy  was  the  Philadelphia  College  of  PhysicianSt 
which  was  instituted  in  1787,  and  incorporated  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  in  1789.    The  Philadelphia  Medical  Soei- 
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ety  was  organizet}  in  the  same  City,  in  17S9|  and  w;m  incor' 
porated  in  1792.  An  interesting  notice  of  ibe  bitU^y  of  the 
last  named  Society,  may  be  found  in  the  MedfCflfNews  ami 
Librs^ry  for  January  1843. 

It  was  during  the  period  under  consideration,  that  anm^ier 
powerful  means  of  diffusing  Medical  knowledge*  and  prom^yf' 
ing  the  welfare  of  the  profession,  was  brought  into  requisitimi. 
I  allude  to  the  Medical  Periodical  Press.     Tlie  first  Medical 
Periodical  published  in  America,  was  commenced  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  was  called  the  Medical  Repository.    It  wa§ 
commenced  by  Drs.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  Edward  Miller,  and 
Elihu  H.  Smith,  1797;  and  the   first  named  of  this  eminent 
trio,  continued  its  principal  editor  through  the   whole  of  tlic 
first  sixteen  volumes.     At  the  end  of  this  time  it  passed  under 
the  editorial  care  of  Dr.  James  R.  Manley,  assisted  by  able  Bf 
sociates,  who  maintained  its  reputation  unabated  until  the  end 
of  the  twenty-third  volume.     The  Repository  was  a  good 
sized  quarterly  Journal,  and  its  pages  were  enriched  with  ma- 
ny of  the  ablest  Medical  and  scientific  productions  of  the  peri- 
od through  which  it  was   published.     In  1804,    two  Medical 
Journals  were  started  in  Philadelphia,  one  called  the  Phila- 
delphia Medical  Museum,  the  other,  the  Philadelphia  Medical 
and  Physical  Journal. 

The  first  number  of  the  Museum  was  issued  in  September, 
1804,  edited  by  Dr.  John  Redman  Coxe.  The  Medical  and 
Physical  Journal  was  commenced  in  November  of  the  same 
year,  under  the  editorial  management  of  Benj.  Smith  Barton. 
These  several  Journals  soon  called  into  action  much  talent 
that  had  hitherto  been  dormant,  by  eliciting  essays  and  com- 
munications from  many  of  the  most  intelligent  members  of  the 
profession  in  every  part  of  the  country,  by  publishing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Medical  Societies  at  home  and  abroad,  and  by 
aflfording  a  free  channel  for  dignified  scientific  discussions. — 
They  thus  became  powerful  auxiliaries  in  the  great  work  of 
lledical  education  and  advancement. 

The  Medical  department  of  Dartmouth  Colkge  was  ci^n*^ 
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ized  in  1797,  on  much  tbe  same  plan  with  the  fint  schools  in 
Philadelphia  and  New  York.  During  the  first  nine  years  a^ 
ter  the  Medical  department  was  established,  Medical  honors 
were  conferred  on  33  candidates,  only  one  of  whom  took  the 
higher  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi';ine,  all  the  rest  taking  the 
degree  of  Bachelor.  The  same  course  was  continued  up  to 
1812,  after  which,  the  degree  of  of  Doctor,8eems  to  have  been 
the  only  one  conferred  by  the  College.  During  the  period 
now  under  consideration,  we  find  v^ry  liltle  done  by  the  sev- 
eral State  Legislatures,  either  to  promote  the  education  of  the 
profession,  or  protect  the  interests  of  the  commnnity  against 
empiricism.  The  first  Legislative  act  which  we  find  on  record, 
having  for  its  object  the  regulation  of  Medical  practice,  subse- 
quent to  the  war;  was  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  New 
York  in  March  1792.  This  law  required  all  students  who  had 
graduated  at  some  literary  College  in  the  United  States,  to 
study  two  years,and  those  who  had  not  so  gradual edy  to  study 
three  years  with  some  reputable  practitioner;  and  then  under- 
go an  examination  before  the  Governor,  Chancellor,  the  judges 
o\  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Attorney  General,  the  Mayor  and 
Recorder  of  the  City  of  New  York,  or  any  two  of  them.  Tbe 
examining  officers  were  allowed  to  take  to  their  assistance  arty 
three  practitioners  whom  they  might  choose  ;  and  if  the  can- 
didate wa^  found  qualified,  he  received  a  License  which  an* 
thorized  him  to  practice  Medicine  in  all  its  branches.  But  dl 
persons  destitute  of  such  license,  were  prohibited  from  collect* 
ing  pay  for  their  services,  except  such  as  were  already  in  prac- 
tice before  the  law  was  enacted.  This  law  was  in  all  respects 
similar  to  the  Colonial  law  of  1760 ;  and  like  it,  was  kmited 
in  its  operations  to  the  City  an.d  County  of  New  York.  The 
act  continued  in  force  fiye  years,  when  it  was  repealed  orratb* 
er  superceded  by  another  passed  by  the  Legislature  in  1797; 
which  prohibited  all  persons  from  practicing  Physic  or  Sur- 
gery in  that  State  without  a  license  from  one  or  more  oi  the 
officers  mentioned  in  the  act  of  1792,  under  a  penalty  of  tweiH 
lar4br«  *diUa»  fii^Msh  tffinee. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

On  ike  ireaimeni  af  Dropsical  Affections ^  by  injectians  of  Iodine^ 
At:  By  Danibl  Brainard,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgexy,  in 
UfUsh  Medical  College. 

Iq  ibeNo8«  of  this  Journal  for  Jan.,  1848,  and  Feb.,  1849, 1  re- 
lated a  caae  of  Spina  Bifida,  treated  by  injections  of  Iodine  and 
Iodide  Potassium  in  scdution. 

The  number  of  injeotions  used  in  that  case  was  fifteen,  and 
the  time  required  for  the  cure  ten  months,  viz :  from  Decem- 
ber, 1847,  to  October,  1848.  The  strength  of  the  solution 
used  varied  from  igr.  Iodine,  and  gr.  jv  lode  Pot.  to  the  f.  oz. 
Dist*  Water-  to  gr.  jv.  Iodine,  and  gr.  vj.  lod.  Pot.  to  the 
f.  oz.  of  water. 

The  cure  was  perfect  and  permanent,  the  patient  remaining' 
in  good  healtb  to.  the  present  time* 

Thisy  the  first  of  my  published  cases,  was  not,  by  any 
means,  the  first  case  of  dropsical  effusion  in  which  I  had  used 
iajections.  As  early  as  Dec.,  1845, 1  threw  into  the  peri- 
toneum gr.  XV.  lod.  Potass,  dissolved  in  f.  oz.  j.  dist.  water, 
after  having,  as  perfectly  as  possible,  evacuated  the  fluid,  by 
tapping.  An  acute,  smarting  pain  was  produced,  which 
subsided  in  a  few  minutes,  and  no  sign  of  inflammation  fol-^ 
lowed.    The  patient  returned  home,  and  I  lost  sight  of  hioh 

Since  that  time,  Dr.  F.  Hagemann,  of  this  city,  injected 
the  peritoneum  of  a  dropsical  patient  twice,  at  my  request. 
I  have  not  notes  of  the  case ;  it  was  one  of  incurable  organic 
disease,  but  the  injections  produced  no  inflammation^ 

During  the  past  winter  I  injected  the  abdemen  of  a  patient 
laboring  under  general  dropsy,  as  well  as  ascites  from*  disease 
of  the  heart,  with  gr.  jv.  Iodine  and  gr.  viij.  lod.  Pot.,  in  so- 
lution without  drawing  off  the  fluid.  It  was  followed  by  no 
signs  of  inflanunalion,  hot  the  fluid  in  the  peritoneum^  was  ab- 
socbed^aod  a  gv^t  ameUontion  of  syo^ptons  followed. 
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These  were  all  supposed  to  be  hopeless  cases  of  disease  in 
which  the  injection  was  used,  not  with  the  expectation  of 
cure,  but  to  ascertain  the  danger  which  there  might  be  of 
producing  inflammation.  The  result,  in  thatrespectt  was  per- 
fectly satisfactory.  I  can  now  also  add  two  other  cases  treated 
in  a  similar  manner;  one  by  Dr.  M.  Clure,  of  Dundee,  UK, 
and  another  by  Prof.  Mussey.  These  gentlemen  have  stated 
to  me  that  they  have  recently  used  the  injection  without  in* 
flammation  resulting.  In  the  Am.  Journal  of  Medicine,  for 
Oct,  1847,  p.  491,  is  the  report  of  a  cieise  of  ascites,  cured 
by  Mr.  Leriche,  of  Lyons,  in  this  manner.  The  injection 
was  strong,  and  made,  in  this  instance,  after  ail  the 
fluid  had  been  drawn  off. 

This  practice  seems  to  have  been  tried  with  success  a  long 
time  ago.  Pereira  speaks  of  it  and  refeis  to  the  philoeophical 
transaction  of  1744. 

Samuel  Cooper,  in  his  Surgical  Dictionary,  says  he  has  seen 
two  fatal  cases  from  the  practice.  As  they  were  both,  as  fiir  as 
can  be  judged,  from  the  injection  of  alcohol,  after  the  fluid  was ' 
evacuated  by  tapping,  it  is  only  surprising  that  one  of  the  pa- 
tients  should  have  survived  for  a  long  time.  Such  cases  do  noc 
authorize  us  to  reject  the  practice  when  properly  conducted,  or 
justify  the  conclusion  that  it  is  necessarily  dangerous. 

It  may,  then,  be  considered  an  established  fact  that  injeo* 
lions  of  this  kind  may  be  made,  with  suitable  care,  with- 
out danger  of  producing  inflammation.  It  remained  to  be 
shown  that  dropsical  effusions  could  be  cured  without  such 
inflammation  or  adhesion  of  the  sac  in  which  it  was  sit- 
uated. 

A  man  applied  to  me  during  the  past  winter,  with  a  lai^ 
hydrocele,  of  18  months  standing.  Injected  f.  dr.  j.  of  a  so* 
lution  of  lod.  Potas.  aud  Iodine,  gr.  j.  of  the  latter  to  gr.  zij* 
of  the  former,  to  the  oz.  of  water,  without  drawing  off  any 
fluid,  the  solution  being  thrown  in  through  an  exploring  can- 
ula.    This  was  subsequently  repeated  twice,  and  at  the  end 
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<af  eii  vetfk^Karcely  any  trace  of  eflfusion  remaiaed,  the  mao 

tiaving  continued  hU  labor,  and  felt  but  alight  tenderness  in 

the  organ. 

Three  cases  of  Spina  BiGda  have  recently  fallen  under 

my  care,  all  associated  with  hydrocephalus,  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  aiid   rendered,  therefore,  unfavorable  for  perfect 

cure.     I  did  not,  on  this  account,  neglect  the  opportunities 
they  offered  to  test  the  effect  of  the  Iodine  treatment. 

Chicago,  April  12,  1S49. 
Case  I. — I  wa3  called  to  see  an  infant,  delivered  by  a  naid- 
wife  about  an  hour  previously,  affected  with  a  Spina  Bifida, 
situated  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  lumbar  division  of  the 
spine,  which  had  been  ruptured  during  labor.  It  seemed  to 
have  been  about  the  size  of  the  closed  fist.  At  the  point 
where  it  was  ruptured,  the  sac  was  formed  by  little  else  than 
the  membranes,  being  almost  transparent,  over  a  space  of 
one  inch  in  length  and  two  lines  in  breadth.  The  child  was 
cold,  and  breathed  with  difficulty.  I  laid  open  the  sac  to  the 
extent  of  the  transparent  part  of  its  coverings,  and  saw  the 
opening  into  the  spinal  canal,  which  was  small — not  large 
enough  to  admit  the  point  of  the  little  linger.  Folding  the 
collapsed  sac  together,  I  placed  a  compress  upon  ll,  and  a 
band  around  the  body,  and  directed  the  chiid  to  be  warmed 
by  artificial  heat. 

13th.  Found  the  serum  which  had  escaped  and  dried 
upon  the  compress  had  closed  the  opening,  and  that  the  sac 
was  distended  with  serum.  Child  warm,  and  has  taken 
food. 

]4lh  and  15th.  Remains  In  the  same  state. 
16th.  The  sac  has  opened  and  discharged  serum  slowly. 
Child  shows  signs  of  spasmodic  action.  I  re-opened  the  sac, 
and  touching  the  surface  around  the  opening  into  the  spinal 
canal,  with  Nit.  Arg.,  again  folded  the  sides  together  and 
applied  a  compress  and  bound  it  with  as  much  force  as  was 
judged  safe. 
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17tb.  Sac  much  inflamed;  discharge  of  redcEbh  semm^ 
Child  restless  and  feverish,  but  takes  the  breast.  The  di%i 
charge  continued  colored  slightly,  and  gradually  becaocie  o6r 
fensive  till  the  25lh,  when  I  injected  the  sac  with  the  follow- 
ing solution':  Iodine,  gr.  jv. ;  lod.  Pot.,  grs*  xij^  to  the  oz» 
of  distilled  water,  most  of  which  escaped,  but  sooie  wa* 
doubtless  retained  by  the  compress. 

27th.  Discharge  less  ofTensiYe  and  yellowish  f  sac  raucb 
contracted,  and  of  a  deep  red  color.  Child  appears  well^  and 
takes  the  breast  freely. 

30th.  Injection  of  oz.  ss.  of  sol.  as  before  f  discbarge  puru- 
lent ;  less  offensive. 

May  2d.  Injected  it  with  sol.  Sul.  Copper,  gr.  j.  to  the  oz* 
of  water.     Child  well ;  discbarge  thin  and  purulent. 

May  4th.  Repeated  the  same.  Child  well ;  tiia>or  aub« 
siding. 

6th.     Repeated  the  injection. 

May  12th.  Opening  closed.  Child  appears  in  heahbf 
head  enlarged^ — bones  sparated. 

During  the  whole  of  this  time  the  child  grew,  arvd  seenoed 
in  perfect  health  until : 

June  1st.     Child  died  suddenly,  of  convulsions. 

This  case  undoubtedly  resulted  fatally,  from  closing  the 
fistulous  opening  in  the  back  too  soon,  but  it  illustrates,  in  a 
striking  manner,  the  favorable  effect  of  injections  into  the 
spinal  canal,  and  the  little  danger  of  inflammation  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  their  use. 

I  was  not  at  the  time  aware  of  the  danger  of  keeping  coai- 
presses  over  such  an  opening,  and  held,  in  common  wilh 
the  whole  profession,  the  erroneous  opinion  that  the  danger  in 
cases  of  inflammation  of  the  meninges  of  the  brain  and  spinal 
cord  was  greatest  where  an  opening  existed. 

This  is  an  error  which  has  recently  been  pointed  oul  by  Dr« 
Thompson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  Far  from  closing  such  an 
opening,  the  sac  should  be  punctured  in  cases^  of  Spina  Bi-^ 
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fida,  *h(Sii  Solent  Inflammation  of  the  membranes  results 

from  treatment  and  iiijections  used,  if  the  discharge  is  pro- 
fuse and  offensive. 

Case  II. — Spina  Bifida,  complicated  with  Hydrocephalus, 
treated  with  injections  of  Iodine. 

Feb.  12,  1850.  Was  called  lo  see  a  female  child,  three 
months  old,  born  81  seven  months,  excessively  feeble  at  birth, 
and  effected  with  Hydrocephalus  and  Spina  Bifida.  The  tu- 
mor occupied  the  lumbar  reg'on;  was  3}  inches  in  length, 
Si  in  breadth,  and  1 J  in  elevation  ;  elaelic,  fluotualing,  semi- 
Iransparent. 

I  made  a  puncture  with  an  eKpIoring  trochar  2  lines  from 
the  base  of  the  tumor,  and  without  drawing  off  the  fluid,  in- 
jected 8  of  a  dr.  of  the  following  solution:  Iodine  gr.j.;  lod. 
Pol.,  gr.  iij.-;  Aq.  Disc,  f.  oz.  j. ;  making  1-12  gr.  Iodine,  and  } 
led.  Pot.  thjown  in. 

Feb,  13th.  Tumor  tense  and  bot;  pressure  on  it  produces 
twitching  of  the  limbs.  Directed  the  cliild  to  be  laid  upon 
Jts  face,  and  evaporating  lotions  applied  to  the  part. 

I4ih.    Child  appears  well^  tumor  te»se. 

17th.  Timor  flaccid,  and  reduced  one-fourth  in  size.  In- 
jected 1-6  gr.  Tannin  in  'i  f.  dr.  j.  Dist.  Water. 

18th.  Child  restless  and  feverish;  tumor  hot,  tense,  Ap- 
p\ied  evaporating  lotions,  and  gave  a  purge  of  Castor  Oil. 

19th.  Child  appears  well.  Applied  solution  of  Oun  Cot- 
4on  to  tumor. 

March  2.  Tmhor  which  had  been  flaccid  and  greatly  re- 
duced iti  size,  commences  to  increase.  Injected  sol.  Tannin, 
as  before,  and  with  the  same  resulL 

March  7th.  Injected  gr.  ss.  Iodine,  and  gr.  j.  lod.  Pot. 
■in  f.  dr.  j.  Distilled  Water.  But  slight  symptons  of  inflam- 
mation resulted.  Tumor  diminishing  rapidly  in  size,' and  be- 
coming firmer,  and  of  a  flesh  color. 

March  1 0th.  Repeated  injection.  Soon  after  the  injection, 
.twitching  of  the  membere  occotred  ;  the  solution  was  there- 
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fore  drawa  off,  and  the  sac  partially  filled  with  Diik  Wates** 

The  twitchmg  immediately  subsided.  The  child  took  tW 
breast,  and  appeared  in  its  usual  health,  and  continued  so  for 
18  hours.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  in  the  night,  the  mother 
noticed  the  child  to  be  unwell,  and,  lighting  a  candle,  found 
it  in  convulsions,  of  which  it  died.  Such  was  the  account 
given  by  the  parents  who  were  sleeping  in  the  bed  with  the 
child.  Some  circumstances  prevented  me  from  giving  im- 
plicit credit  to  the  account. 

Prof.  Davis  assisted  at  the  examination  of  tumor,  tweWe 
hours  after  death.  The  opening  into  the  spinal  canal  was 
entirely  closed.  The  sac  contained  f.  dr.  j.  clear  serum  ;  its 
walls  were  thick  and  firm,  without  any  effusion  o{  Lymph  or 
unnatural  vascularity.  The  head  was  tense  and  had  in- 
creased rapidly  in  size  for  a  few  days  before  death.  Dr.  D»- 
yis  coincided  with  me,  in  the  opinion  that  there  was  no  sign  of 
irrition  about  the  tumor,  to  account  for  the  deatbw  On  the 
contraryi  the  eflfect  of  five  inj^ectlons  ia  four  weeks,  in  diminr 
ishing  the  size  of  the  tumor,  thickening,  its  walls  and  closing 
up  the  opening  into  the  spinal  canal,  without  symptons  of  in- 
flammation, furnish  the  best  evidence  which  coulid  be  desired 
pf  the  efficiency  and  safety  of  the  treatment..  The  Tannia 
was  twice  substituted  for  the  Iodine  solution,  under  the  sup- 
position that  its  astringency  would  be  more  effective  in  pre- 
yenting  effusion  ;  it  was  found,  however,  to  pvoduce  more  in- 
flammation, with  less  tendency  to  dimminution  afterwardt 
and  was  therefore  discontinued.  ^. 

It  may  be  stated  that^  from  the  time  of  the  first  injeciioiw 
the  child,  which  had  before  been  puny,,  began  to  thrive,  aud 
grew  rapidly  up  to  the  time  of  its  death. 

in. — Case  of  Spina  Bifida  and  Hydracephalus,  treated 
with  Iodine  injections. 

Sept  20,  1849.  Saw  a  female  child  of  Mr.  R.y  aged  4 
days,  affected  with  cleft  spine  and  Hydrocephalus. 

The  clefl  of  the  spine  was  situated  at  the  lowor  part  of 
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tba  lumbar  KgioD,  wu  about  3  inches  in  length  and  1^  in 
J^ieadth  ;  Urn  abdcHDea  was  prominenti  particularly  on  each 
.juIbi  dMjdHWMftofthe  spinal  column,  movri)letslKrwiQgtbat 
lb*  wBBt  «C  «WM  wat  not  coafined  to  theproosMM,  btttflx- 
teoded  to  tka  badtet  of  the  vertebra. 

There  wat  a  floetuatiDg  tumor  situated  over  the  fissure, 
about  I  of  aa  iBGh  above  the  surface  of  the  inirotinding  akia. 
Its  corenng  «•■  then  t^  a  blueisb  color,  semi-transpareDt, 
and  seemed  eomposed  of  the  this  membranes  of  the  spinal  ' 
cord,  and  the  culticle  alone.  Indeed,  this  latter  was  waotiog 
over  a  eonadfflnble  surface,  where  an  ulceration  of  the  size 
of  a  ^ilUna  eosted. 

The  bead  was  of  lar^  size,  measuring  19  iocbea  around 
the  frontal  and  parietal  protnberaiioes.  The  upper  part  aftbe 
parietal  and  occipital  bones  vat  waodng,  and  the  bead 
bulged  eat  into  a  very  irregular,  tense,  and  perfectly  elastic 
sac.  Tbe  otiwr  bones  were  imperfectly  ossi&ed  and  separa- 
ted. The  ttead  was  hot,  covered  with  large  veins,  and  in- 
creased rapf^y  in  tiie.  The  right  foot  was  affected  with  a 
Talipes  vanu,  and  tbe  movement  of  the  lower  extremities 
was  feeble. 

Tbe  urine  dribbled  away,  and  excoriated  tbe  skb  eitea- 
aively. 

Af^eatioBS  of  ffit.  Arg.,  in  solotion,  were  directed  for  the 
vloerated  «pet  oatH  it  was  neuiy  bealed.  Cold  ^ater  was 
applied  to  Ike  bead  to  keep  down  tbe  heat 

Oct  9,  at  U4  oclock,  tbe  treatment  was  comnenced  as  fbl* 
lows:  — 

A  very  tanate  pnactaie  was  made  with  tbe  point  of  the 
lancet,  through  the  Skin,  half  an  inch  below  the  tumor  of' the 
A»ck,  and  m  Hoall  ansd  exploring  troebar  passed  ftom  it 
oUiquely  upward  into  tbe  sac.  Without  allowing  tbe  aicaiK 
of  mc«e  ^aa^a  few  drops  of  fluid,  f.  ^r.  ss.  of  a  aolnlion  of 
(odne,  of  Un  ibUowing  strength,  was  injected  .  Isdiae,  gr.  ^ 
lod.  Pot,  gr.  i).}  Aq.Diat.  f.ocj.    Baking  14»  gr.  «f  la- 
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dine  and  i  gr.  of  Hyd.  Potas.  in  the  injection.  T^e  pancMie 
and  surface  of  the  tumor  were  then  covered  with  a  solution  of 
Gun  Cotton.  No  pain  was  felt  except  at  the  moment  of 
puncturing  the  skin,  and  from  the  application  of  the  iiqnid 
plaister.  I  was  assisted  by  Professors  Evans  and  Herrick, 
and  Dr.,  Meek,  editor  of  the  N.  W.  Journal  of  Medicine. 

10th.  12  o'clock,  M.  Found  the  child  had  been  restless 
from  the  time  of  the  operation  until  6  o*clock,  p.  m.,  when  it 
became  quiet ;  seems  well.  Veins  of  head  less  turgid  than 
since  its  birth. 

11th.  Child  appears  well;  head  less  tense.  Applied 
adhesive  liquid  to  tumor  and  continued  cold  water  to  head* 

12th.  Head  tense ;  increased  in  size  i  inch.  Tumor  of 
back  flaccid,  flattened  and  slightly  inflamed. 

18th.  Tumor  of  back  diminishing  ;  head  increasing  rap- 
idly.   Ulceration  of  back  quite  cicatrized. 

In  consequence  of  the  rapid  increase  in  the  size  of  the 
head,  I  determined  to  inject  it  without  waiting,  as  I  had  in* 
tended  to  do,  for  the  cure  of  the  back  to  be  completed.  Thi» 
was  accordingly  done  with  the  assisiance  of  Drs.  Evans  and 
Rutcer.  The  point  chosen  was  that  most  projecting  on  the 
summit  and  left  side  of  the  head. 

About  i  dr.  ot  fluid  was  allowed  to  escape.  The  same 
quantity  of  the  solution  (of  the  strength  before  given)  iajected^ 
and  the  puncture  covered  with  adhesive  solution.  Child 
seemed  to  suffer  no  pain  except  from  puncture  and  applica- 
tion  of  ether  upon  the  point. 

14th,  15th,  16th.  Head  hotter,  and  increased  in  sixe ;  ap» 
pears  welL 

16th  ;  8  o'clock,  p.  m.  The  puncture  of  head  commenced 
leaking,  which  was  stopped  by  Dr.  Herrick  with  collodion. 

17th,  at  4  o'ck>ck,  a.  m .,  leaked  again,  and  was  stopped  hj 
a  compress  and  bandage.  Head  flaccid;  child  irritable^ 
sleepless,  ipd  starting* 
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19tfa.  Head  filling.  To  avoid  danger  of  leaking  from  for- 
mer ptt»8tftre,l<^  os^  (ft  fluid  was  drawn  off  bymverj  obliqiie 
pwiotnrtfMr  thmAj^  slide. 

Mcll.  ^^WildNtflAiss  r  aieoted  with  eptlKtoit  itbmih^ 

21st.    Child  ttppectfV  weH ;  bead  natural. 

Slst.  Heady' ^^di'i^ae  stationary*  has  commenced  to  in- 
crease; meamiesfiO  inched  hi  ciroatufbrenGe.  It  was  injected 
at  6  o^clocfcy  p^  u*i  ^ji^  f.  ^Ti  jss^  of  the  solution.  The  punc- 
ture waimade  oblii)iie)ytip<in  the  summit  of  the^  right  side*. 

Ndnr.  I«t4  For  S4  hnurs,  no  effect  was  perceptible.  At  the 
end  of  this  time,  it  commenced  to  be  restless  and  rieepless, 
twitching  often»  and  dei^Iined  the  breast.  Evaporating  l<Hions 
were  applied  to  the  head  ;  <acathaitic  of  Castor  (XI  adminis- 
tered. 

Nov.  9d.  The  child  was  much  reliewd,  and  tods:  the  bveaist. 
Head  stationary ;  the  whole  of  the  back  part  of  it  covered 
with  ft  red  blush  whi^  had  gradually  spread  from  the  punc- 
ture. 

Nov.  8d.  Child  restless.  Head  hot  and  red  at  the  back 
part. 

•'Nov.  4ib.  Heatiless;  redness  almost  gone;  head  dimin- 
ished in  circumference»  f  inch  in  84  bouts* 

5th.  Child  restless ;  head  flitcdd,  dimrmshed  in  Size.  Ap- 
plied a  band  of  IndMt  rubber,^  inches  broad,  about  iti  to 
compress  it. 

6th.  Has  fi^ept  wi^ilirom  th^  time'ef  application  of  tend. 
.Head  dimintdiing. 

7th.  Continues  to  diminish.  India  fubbef  exchanged  for 
a  bafnd  of  cettxm. 

From  7th  to^SAlb,  pressm«  continued }  little  change  in  head ; 
remains  stationary,  at  about  19  inches  in  circumference. 

J34tli«    Thiew  in  I  of  a  dr.  of  solution ;  no  efi^ct. 

Dec.  Sd.    lageded  f.  chf.  jss.  of  solution,    fitead  inofMSiog^ 
«0)eflect# 
^  l&tb.  ^  Bead  aok  ;  dinumshed  in  ftte  \  inch  in  t4^hoimf 
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At  the  first  injection,  bot  little  fluid  was  allo^Mf  to 
It  was  transparent*  and  showed,  under  the  microscopet 
epithelium  cells.    At  the  last  operation,  about  ooe  qb. 
withdrawn ;  it  was  of  a  straw  color ;  gave  a  sl^t  ckrad 
application  of  heat,  and  was  gelatinous  on  evaporodon* 

18th.  Injected  f.  dr.  jss*  of  the  following  solntkm :  lodinef 
iij. ;  Iod«  Pot.,  gr.  yj. ;  Aq.  Dist.,  os.  j. ;  no  eflbct. 

SOih.  Threw  in  £  dr.  jss.  of  the  following  solntien :  IiodiiMl» 
grs.  jvss. ;  lod.  Pot.  gr.  xij. ;  Aq.  Dist.  oz.  j.    No  eflEbet. 

1850 ;  Jan.  6th.  Head  is  increasing  rapidly ;  maasvres  88 
inches  in  circumference. 

Injected  gr.  ij.  Iodine ;  grs.  v.  lod.  Pot.  in  f.  dr.  ij.  Dist*  Watar. 
-The  fluid  drawn  off  this  time  amounted  to  oz.  iij. ;  was  clear: 
lezhibited,  on  standing,  a  filamentous  appearance,  like  an  tm^ 
oeedingly  slight  coagulum,  and  yielded,  with  6taish»  no 
trace  of  Iodine. 

9th.  Child  was  restless,  and  head  slightly  hotter  tlwi 
usual,  after  the  last  injection. 

12th.  Child  well ;  head  flaccid.  Drew  off  osu  la^  floidt 
and  injected  the  same  quantity  as  before,  of  the  solutioii. 

16th.  Child  slightly  restless  after  injection,  bot  soea  be- 
came quiet,  and  exhibited  no  eflfect  except  a  free  secretioa  ef 
tears  and  mucus  from  the  eyes. 

18th.  Injected  gr.  jv.  Iodine,  and  lod.  Pot.,  gr.  x.  in  £  dr. 
▼j.  water. 

19th.    No  eflfect  except  the  secretions  from  the  Ojres. 

8Sd.  Child  in  perfect  health ;  appears  unusually  birjghli 
and  is  very  active,  moving  its  hands  actively,  and  its  ftet 
slightly.  Tumor  of  back  reduced  to  a  level  with  tha  aoi^ 
rounding  skin.  Urine  retdned  naturally,  and  the  exoorations 
healed. 

26th.  Drew  off  oz.  xyj.  fluid,  and  injected  gr.  vifj.  Io- 
dine, and  gr.  xxjv.  lod.  Pot.,  in  water,  f.  oz.  j. 

Scarcely  any  effect  was  produced  by  this  injection.  Tht 
bead  was  statkmary^for  about  four  days  after  the  iqiedioiBt  and 
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theo  gradually  iqcreased.  Compression  by  adhesive  straps, 
baadafl^  and  Ona  Cotton  were  tried  per8evefin§l3'f  without 
.  rfbct*    Head  Mblnches  in  circumference. 

Fe^.  Ml  Bmiw  off  f.  oz.  lagvM  and  iqeeted  gr.  xt}b  le- 
dine  and  gr.  xxxir)i»  lad.  Pot.  in  02.  j.  water.  No  effect  was 
produced  at  the  moment  but  in  die  evening,  19  hoors  after  the 
injection  there  was  twitching  of  the  limbs  and  vomiting.  The 
matter  vomited  cobred  the  starched  dress  of  the  child  of  a 
dark  edor.  The  dress,  diapers,  bed  and  handkerchief  used 
on  it  were  impregnated  with  the  Iodine  odor  for  about  three 
days  after  the  injection,  but  the  most  careful  tests,  by  Prof. 
Blaney,  with  starch,  after  adding  chlorine  water,  never  de- 
tected any  trace  of  iodine  in  the  fluid  drawp  from  the 
head.    . 

Feb.  19.  For  several  days  the  bead  remained  stationary, 
but  hfL8  commenced  to  enlarge.  Injected  gr.  x.  Iodine,  with 
gr.  XXX.  lod.  Pot.,  afker  evacuating  oss-.  xxjr.  fluid.  Head 
in  this  and  other  cases,  when  mutch  fluid  was  drawn^  sup« 
ported  with  adhesive  straps  and  bandages. 

Effect  ibe  same  as  in  the  last  instance^  cold  lotions  were  ap- 
pHed  to  die  head,  and  purge  ef  Castor  (M  given. 

Maeeh  Ah.  Head  increasing.  I>iew  c^  xxjv.  oz*  fluid, 
and  injected  the  same  quantity  as  beloie.  Applied  a  laced 
:  cap  to  the  head. 

The  symptons  resulting  from  this  injection  were  bat  slight. 

Marchh  9.  Dfew  off  yj.  oz.  fluid,  and  repeated  the  same 
iigection.^  This  quantity  reduced  tba  head  to  the  same 
siase  as  before,. by  which  it  appears  that  1|  ox.  serum  formed 
4Wly. 

fiemark.  During  Uie  treatment  fi>r  the  last  two  moadM, 
Ike  child  has  fptowtt  rapidly  f  the  face,  which  was  triangdir 
and  thin,  has  filled  up,  is  fat  and  firm;  the  skin«  fi^om 
being  pale,  is  become  ruddy;  the.  limbs  are  finiit  imd 
ike  skia  of  ibe  head,  from  having  been  glistening^  smooth, 
with  but  little  hair  end  Inrgft  Tcmmmifyiog  over  itr  mmm- 


wed  with  a  thick  growth  of  hair,  and  apptars  %arf  tiatttnB; 
riie  bones  of  the  opposite  sides  touch,  and  the  head  is  Sft  liMdMs 
in  circumference;  the  bones  being  thick  and  finon.  TherW* 
mor  of  back  is  entirely  obliterated,  and  the  skin  in  ita^bitoer 
position  becoming  firm  and  of  natural  color. 

10th.    No  eflfect ;  head  paler  than  hataral. 

11th,  12th.    Child  resdess. 

15th.  Is  in  good  health.  Drew  off  f.  oz.  vit  and  iigectiad 
grt'vij.  Iodine,  with  gr.  xxj.  lod.  Pot«  in  oz.  j.  of Jwater* 

80.  No  efi^t  from  last  injection ;  used  gr.  z.  Iodine^  wilh 
thrice  the  quantity  lod.  Pot.  in  the  oz.  water.  Flaiddrfiip^ 
OS.  vj.  A  few  bubbles  of  air  probably  passed  in  W4th  iheiBh 
jection. 

Slst.    Has  had  twitching.    Head  p^. 

27th.    Drew  off  the  same  quantity,  and  injected  as  bafojra. 

38th.    Little  effect;  dress  colored  by  matters  wmitad.    . 

April  Sd.  Repeated  the  injection  with  gr.  xij.  lodinot  tmi 
gr.  xxxvj.  lod.  PoU  to  the  f.  oz.  of  water.  It  prodnoed  Vefevi^ 
ing  and  purging  of  matters  which  colored  the  ctoChiDgu  It  is 
probable  the  materials  used  were  not  pure,  as  tbey  wena  Ml 
procured  from  the  usual  shop,  and  had  a  di£ferent  efibet-  ftom 
any  former  injection.  Since  the  first  commencement  of  the 
treatment  it  had  been  noticed  that  immediately  after  tappiagi 
#r  while  the  head  was  diminishing  in  size,  the  child  was  widu- 
folf  nervous,  and  affected  with  muscular  twitching^  on '  the 
-slightest  cause,  while,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  qmet  aad  Imd't 
tendency  to  sleep,  when  the  head  was  full  and  increasiag  ki 
size.  Recently  this  tendency  to  somnolence  has  greatly  ill- 
creased— 40  much  so  that  it  could  be  at  times  scartely 
Toosed.  It  was  evident  the  disease  was  approaching  its  nnti 
rai  termination. 

April  11.    Threw  in  gr.  ix.  Iodine,  with  gr.  xxvij.  lod.  Ptt. 
in  f.  oz.  j.  Dist.  Water,  after  withdrawing  oz.  Vj. 
ISHgbt  twitching  cf  the  limbs  the  next  day. 
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April  17.  Repealed  the  same  quantity,  aAer  wJtKdrawing 
(.  oz...T^.]iquidtt- ,- 1 

.  Jk&K  qbautJAWirs  had  elapsed,  tbecbild  waa  adeemed  -mih 
severe  asd  daogHoda-.^mpten8f  twiichtngt^venitiByt^'  mat- 
ters which  coluredaba  clotbif^  dark.  Tliese  symptoM  coii- 
tuBued  i8  bourstMui  were  the  worst  tbe  cbitd  bad  experienced  ■ 
since  the  commeaeement  of  the  treatment. 

The  analogy  auppiised  to  exist  between  Spina  BJtida  and 
Hydrocephalus  had  at  Hral  given  rise  to  the  expectation  that 
the  trealment  of  ihe  latter  disease,  by  injections  of  Iodine, 
would  be  found  efficient  in  its  cure.  This  hope,  after  a  fair 
trial,  had  in  this  case  been  abandonee],  but  ihp  treatment  was 
still  continued,  iu  the  hope  that  its  obvious  efliict  in  retarding 
the  increase  of  the  head  might  enable  the  bones  to  close  at  a 
size  which  would  allow  of  health  and  intelligence  in  [be  child- 

The  gradually  increasing  severity  ol"  tbe  symplons,  follow- 
ing each  injection,  and  the  tendency  to  somnolence  and  ditain- 
isbed  activity  and  intelligence  of  the  child,  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  suspending  their  use. 

Accordingly,  on  the  2d.  May,  1  drew  offviij.  oz.  fluid,  with- 
out any  injection,  the  tension  of  the  head  and  somnolence  ren- 
dering such  relief  necessary.  For  two  or  three  days,  this  af- 
forded relief,  but  fluid  accumulated  with  unusual  rapidity,  so 
nquch  so  that  during  my  absepce,  in  attendance  on  tbe  Na> 
tiooal  Medical  Conveotion,  at.CiDoinDati,  Ibe  bead  attainedn 
great  uKt  tbecbild  beoame  somDolent,  and  Prof.  Bbrvick  was 
called  on  to  tap  tbe  bead,  which  be  did,  May  19tbt.te  the  ex-* 
teatof  vj.  03;,  witb  but  pattial  relief. 

It  WEM^iq  ihii  cenditioD  tbat  the  head  wae  found  on  my  >»< 
tuis,  May  lA.  Il>waa,greaUy  increased  in  uae,  bottm:  ttwD- 
uiaal, coveced  wi^large,  bmocbing  veins*  and  the  cbHd'Soin- 
Solent. 

Notwithstanding  tbe  af^Kosehing  iiual  resalt  of  die  caae 
was  appwrentt  ^  tbe  rapid  aggravation  of  tbe  fymptons  un- 
der thfctteaiawBt.by  tappiag  tlaoBi  as.  coaipazsd''wilh  -tbM-t 


by  tapping  and  injectimiy  induced  us  to  vetortllqgaiQ  to  Aio 
latter,  as  a  palliation ;  accordinglyy  on  the  ISth,  I  threw  in  §r» 
vj.  Todine,  with  thrice  that  quantity  lod.  Pot.  in  oa*  j.  wftter. 
The  amount  of  fluid  previously  drawn  off  was  os.  xij. 

No  perceptible  efiect  was  produced  for  12it  hours,  when  the 
child  commenced  vomiting  and  purging,  fell  into  a  ponmlakMl 
and  died  immediately. 

EXAMINATION  APTBR  DBATB* 

I    I 

The  back,  in  the  situation  of  the  former  tumor,  was  found 
smooth,  firm,  with  but  slight  traces  of  disease.  A  cure  of  Uie 
Spina  Bifida  had  evidently  been  effected. 

On  laying  open  the  cranium,  two-and-a-half  pints  of  clear 
fluid  was  dischorged.  This  was  contained,  principally,  in  the 
enlarged  ventricles,  there  being  but  a  thin  layer  on  the  surfacOi 
The  arachnoid  membrane  was  in  a  perfectly  natural  statBi 
thin,  polished,  delicate ;  without  any  thickening  or  opacity. 
At  the  point  where  all  the  punctures  but  two  had  been  made, 
the  two  layers  of  the  arachnoid  were  closely  adherent  to  each 
other.  80  that  all  the  injections  had  been  made  into  the  ven- 
tricles, and  not,  as  I  had  thought  probable,  into  the  sac  of  the 

arachnoid.  The  deception,  in  this  respect,  arose  from  the  ex- 
treme tenuity  of  the  ventricular  walls,  which  over  the  upper 

part  of  the  cerebrum  were  scarcely  a  line  in  thicknesSf  and  al 
points  composed  of  the  investing  membranes  of  the  oigaai 
the  cerebral  substance  having  entirely  given  way,  ao  that  the 
canula  couM  be  easily  felt,  when  in  the  ventricle,  by  the  fin- 
ger on  the  outside  of  the  head. 

Decending  to  the  lower  surface  of  the  cerebrum,  the  walk 
of  the  cavity  became  thicker.  The  optic  thalami,  and  oot^ 
pora  atriatat  although  separated  from  each  other,  were  entira^ 
andf  with  the  exception  of  flattening,  in  their  natural  state^-^ 
The  corpora  quadragemina,  medulla  oblongata,  and  ceiebel- 
lum  weie  well  developed  and  healthy. 

The  internal  surface  of  the  inmmense  cavity,  was  com  • 
posed  of  white  nervoat  tissue^  firm  and  smootht  eaeopt  it 
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points  where  there  were  slight  elevations,  without  any  s!gn  of 
lymph  effused  or  unsual  vascularity.  Indeed,  the  whnle  sub- 
stance of  brain  and  its  membranes,  seemed  less  vascular  than 
natural.  The  corpus  callosum,  extremely  thin  but  not  divided, 
formed  the  roof  of  the  cavity.  The  iter  ad  infundihid am  was 
dilated,  but  the  aquaduct  of  Sylvius  seemed  not  pervious  with- 
out pressure.  On  the  floor  of  the  cavity  lay  the  choroid 
plexus  hvperlrophicd  and  resembling  a  congeries  of  mucous 
follicles,  rather  than  the  natural  condition  of  ihf!  membrane. 

Between  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  was  found  a  cyst  of 
the  size  of  a  small  plum,  containing  a  serous  fluid.  On 
opening  this,  there  was  found  a  small  surface,  resembling  en- 
tirely that  of  the  choroid  plexus  in  the  large  cavity. 

Tiiia  circumstance,  together  with  the  perfectly  healthy  ap- 
pearance of  the  arachnoid,  induced  Prof.  Herrick,  who  as- 
sisted me  in  this  examinaiiou,  to  believe  that  the  common 
opinion,  that  iatcraal  chronic  Hydrocephalus  originates  from 
the  arachnoid  membrane,  in  so  far,  at.  least,  as  this  case  is 
concerned,  is  erroneous.  He  thinks  the  diseased  choroid 
plexus  was  the  source  of  the  fluid.  On  examining  that  tissue 
with  the  microscope,  his  oprnion  (in  which  Prof.  Davis  con- 
curred) was  confirmed,  for  he  found  in  this  tissue,  a  great 
number  of  cells,  arranged  in  groups,  or  in. form  of  racemes 
attached  to  a  common  loot-stalk. 

I  am  under  the  deepest  obligation  to  Prof.  Herrick,  JEbr  ac* 
sietance  during  the  trestment  of  this  case.  I  was  tlw  as- 
sisted by  Profs.  Evans,  Blaney,  Davist  Dr.  David  Rutter  aod 
sevnal  other  medical  fnends. 

The  inferences  which  I  think  may  he  legitimately  drB^n-* 
from  these  easesi  art : 

1.  Injections  into  cavities  affected  with  Dropsies,  may  be 
made  without  great  danger ;  the  violence  of  the  symplons  will 
depend  upon  the  strength  of  the  injection,  the  quantity  of  fluid 
present,  and  the  duration  of  the  disease.  Old  cases,  when  the 
membrane  is  thickened,  or  when  the  quantity  of  fluid  is  great, 
or  when  the  surface  has  gradually   become  accustomed  to  the 
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presence  of  the  fluid,  are  those  in  which  there  is  letst  danger  fo 
be  apprehended. 

2.  Spina  Bifida  is  generally  a  curable  disease  by  such  a  treat- 
ment. Still  I  would  by  no  means  assert  that  success  can  be  aU 
ways  expected.  It  is  sometimes  associated  with  mal-formatioDB 
or  incurable  disease.  The  internal  surface  of  the  sac  is  ofiea 
inlaid,  in  a  great  part  of  its  surface,  by  the  trunks  of  the  sacral 
nerves.  A  puncture  of  one  of  these,  whether  in  tapping,  inject- 
ing or  acupuncture,  may  be  followed  by  serious  results.  This 
frequent  presence  of  nervous  trunks,  is  a  fatal  objection  to  excis* 
ionof  the  coverings  of  the  tumor,  to  fetch  the  edges  together  by 
stitches. 

In  addition,  Erysipelas  or  convulsions  may  occur  in  such  cases, 
from  a  simple  puncture. 

Still,  in  geheral,  I  have  no  doubt  the  treatment  will  be  found, 
as  compared  with  any  other  known  method,  safe  and  efficient. 

The  following  are  the  circumstances  to  which  I  would  particu- 
larly call  attention  as  necessary  to  its  safety  and  success. 

Using  not  more  than  l-32d  part  of  a  gr.  Iodine,  and  three 
times  as  much  lod.  Pot.  at  the  commencement,  dissolved  in 
Dist.  Water,  and  be  sure  it  is  of  perfect  purity ^  and  the  solu* 
tion  recently  mctde. 

As  long  as  it  produces  moderate  inflammation,  do  not  increase 
the  quantity. 

Make  the  puncture  l-4th  inch  from  the  base  of  the  tumor,  in 
sound  skin ;  it  is  much  safer. 

Do  not  evacuate  the  tumor,  or  if  it  escapes,  leplace  the  fluid 
drawn  oflf  by  Dist.  Water. 

If  spasms  should  occur,  the  fluid  might  be  withdrawn  and 
Dist.  Water  injected. 

The  child  should  be  laid  upon  its  face,  and  if  heat  and  tension 
occur,  cold  be  applied  to  the  part  and  head. 

As  Soon  as  the  tension  is  past,  collodion  should  be  applied  and 
re-applied  as  long  as  it  continues  to  diminish  in  size.  When  it 
ceases  or  increases,  a  new  injection  should  be  made. 

3.  The  cases  of  ascites  treated  by  me  thus  far,  in  this  method, 
were  such  as  offered  favorable  opportunities  for  testing  injeotifliia 


BRAINARD  ON  INJECTIONS  123 

in  reference  <o  the  inflammation  they  might  prodtice  ;  it  was  ne- 
<^essary  first  to  remove  an  erroneous  opinion  concerning  theip  dan- 
ger. I  regretU(^  afterwards,  not  having  cotitinued  their  use, 
with  the  object  <rf  effecting  a  cure.  ^ 

It  is  probably  that  inflammation  has  little  or  no  connexion 
with  cure  of  D^psies  by  injection.    It  is  only  necessary,  in  such 
cases,  to  change  the  elements  of  the  fluid,  in  some  considerable 
degree,  and  the|endency  to  effusion  ceases,  the  action  of  absorp- 
tion becomes  more  rapid.    It  might  be  supposed  that  the  case 
here  narrated,  of  Hydrocephalus,  militates  against  this  opinion. 
We  have  already  shown  that  it  is  most  probable  that  the  fluid  in 
that  case  was  the  result  of  secretion  from  a  morbid  glandular 
structure  in  the  choroid  plexus,  and  not,  by  any  means,  an  exha- 
lation from  the  surface  of  the  arachnoid  membrane.     If  it  were 
otherwise,  and  Hydrocephalus  were  analogous  to  ascites,  anas- 
arca and  other  serous  effusions,  the  want  of  success  in  curing 
it  would  not  militate  against  its  utility  in  other  cases.    To  any 
one  who  saw  the  child  at  the  commencement  of  the  treatment, 
and  observed  the  rapidity  with  which  the  head  increased,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that,  without  treatment,  the  term  of  its  life 
could  be  but  a  few  days  or  weeks,  at  farthest.    That  the  treat- 
ment cured  the  back,  removed,  in  a  great  degree,  the  paralysis, 
and  modified  and  retarded  the  progress  of  the  disease  in  the 
head,  will  afford  encouragement  for  applying  it  in  any  case  less 
certainly  fatal  than  that  disease. 

The  effect  of  these  injections,  in  filling  and  saturating  every 
part  of  the  system  with  the  medicine,  should  not  be  overlooked. 
In  the  Hydrocephalic  child,  the  most  violent  symptons  followed 
effusion  of  the  Iodine  into  the  stomach.  There  was  no  salira- 
tion,  as  is  the  case  when  the  medicine  is  thrown  into  the  veins. 
Several  years  since,  having  occasion  to  treat  a  vascular  tumor, 
of  a  doubtful  nature,  I  threw  into  it  a  small  quantity  (the  notes 
are  not  at  hand)  of  Iodine  and  Hyd.  Potash,  in  solution.  In  a 
few  seconds  ^he  patient  experienced  a  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth, 
and  a  firee  salivation  which  lasted  a  week.  It  was  composed 
simply  of  enlarged  veins,  and  the  medicine  had  entered  the  cir- 
culation. 

3 


rr» 


L 


#  DBOniCAL-AVFEOtiOilte* 

Convinced  of  thi&  fact,  the  operation  [was  repeaWd  with 
same  result.    In  tbe  case  of  injections  into  the  hbad,  on  thcr' 
contrary,  the  ^ect  seemed  to  be  to  invigorate  nutritiob^  and  fiiiK 
ten  the  child,  w^ich  grew  notwithstanding  the  eflfects  &*llowiiig^~ 
each  operation.    The  importance  of  being  acquaintaif  with  the 
action  of  other  substances  than  those  used  thus  far,  when  intn^ 

#  duced  into  the  cavities  and  tissues  of  the  body,  t|jie  effects  they 
may  produce  in  other  diseases,  such  as  oyarian  cysts,  anasarca,. 

^  .  &c.,  might,  with  propriety,  be  considered  here.  They  will,  how- 
ever, naturally  occur  to  the  reflecting  mind^  and  1  shall  defer 
their  further  notice  until  I  can  communicate  some  facts  calcula 

\-        ted  throw  light  on  the  subject. 
Chicago,  May  22d,  1850. 


ARTICLE  II. 

MUk  Sickness. — By  J.  J.  Lescher,  M.  D.  of  Mt.  Cartoel,  Hh 

In  endeavoring  to  identify  the  poison  of  milk'sickness  vriih 
Malaria,  or,  in  other  words,  to  argue  the  correctness  of  the 
belief,  that  the  cause  of  Malarious  fevers,  and  ofmilk-sicknesSf 
or  tires  in  the  brute  are  the  same,  I  will  not  attempt  an  elab- 
orate article,  but  rather  present  a  brief  statement  of  tacts 
which  would  seem  to  give  countenance  to  such  a  theory  of 
the  poison  in  question.  To  discover  the  pestiferous  agent, 
has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  wise  and  the  unwise ;  each 
one  advancing  a  theory  at  war  with  all  others.  That  there 
should  be  such  discrepancies  in  opinion,  has  at  all  times  been 
a  matter  of  no  little  astonishment  to  me ;  inasmuch  as  so  sim- 
ple and  plausible  a  solution  of  the  mystery  is  at  hand,  and  one 
which  seems  incontrovertible. 
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'Whilst  one  class  has  evinced  no  little  labor  and  research  in 
ascribing  the  cause  of  tires  to  a  vegetable  origin,  contending 
thatitbe  noxious  weed  had  been  discovered  f  a^fbtker  with  an 
equal  share  of  rhetorical  skill,  has  as  violentr^  af«ailed  it  as 
prepoiteibus,  and  instead  of  a  .vegetable,  believed  it  a  min- 
eral. 

A  third,  not  content  with  either,  confidently  finds  it  in  wa« 
ter,  not  knowing  whence  it  derives,  or  by  what  name  it  is  to. 
be  known.  In  arriving  nearer  the  truth,  as  I  conceive,  howev- 
er vaguely  expressed,  a  fourth  class,  call  it  an  exhalation 
from  the  surface  of  the  earth,  the  chemical  relaticm  of  which, 
they  cannot  define.  That  milk  sickness  is  induced  in  the  quad- 
ruped by  an  exposure  to  an  earthy  exhalation, *ana  that  Ma- 
laria is  the  exhalation,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt,  and  for 
the  following  reasons ; 

Upon  a  careful  inquiry  concerning  the  location  in  which  th€ 
disease  under  consideration  prevails  as  an  endemic,  we  invari- 
ably find  that  the  same  localities  engender  in  man,  malarioui 
fevers   proportioned  in  severity   to  the  brute  scourge.     W 
find  by  reason  of  the  prevalence  of  disease  in  man,  the  pres- 
ence of  Malaria ;  that  the  soil  is  alluvion,   being  a  mixture  of/ 
animal  and  vegetable  remains.     We   find  furthermore,  tha( 
the  periods  most  favorable  for  both  classes  oF  disease  are 
identical. 

Since  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  disease  i 
the  brute  spends  its  force  on  the  nutritive  system  and  abdom- 
inal viscera  primarily,  as  is  peculiarly  manifested  by  visceral 
obstructions,  a  greatly  depraved  condition  of  the  secretions, 
and  a  very  marked  derangement  of  the  function  of  innerva 
tion  ;  and  knowing  a. set  of  conditions   precisely  similar,  to  ' 
manifest  themselves  in  the  human  organism,  following  an  ex 
posure  to  miasm,  should  we  not  seem  to  approximate  sonc 
thing  like  a  just  conception  of  cause  and  effect,  in  ascribitj 
to  the  same  pathological  conditions  a  cause  one  and  tbefsameV 
To  forestall  the  objections  of  those  who  would  deny  or  reject 
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my  theory  of  the  cause  o{  tires  on  the  ground  that  it  is  knowh 
to  occur  in  places  far  remote  from  the  vicinity  of  stagnant 
pools  and  marshes,  so  far  indeed  as  to  preclude  the  possibili- 
ty of  the  Malaria  having  traveled  thither,  I  would  say :  That 
in  such  places  wheresoever  they  be,  the  soil,  from  its  animal 
and  vegetable  composition,  nevertheless  gives  Malaria,  the* 
in  a  degree  less  than  in  low  and  marshy  places,  and  as  a  nec- 
essary consequence,  we  find  ague,  which  of  itself  establishes 
beyond  a  doubt,  the  truecharacter  of  the  soil  and  miasm. 

To  the  individual  who  will  exclaim,  "  ah  !  but  why  does 
not  railk-sickness  show  itself  wherever  ague,  bilious  fever,  &€• 
do?"  The  answer  may  be  easily  discovered  by  inquiring  in- 
to the  mode  and  manner  of  raising  cattle  in  such  places.  In- 
stead of  being  permitted  to  run  at  large  and  endure  the  hard- 
ships of  an  exposure  to  the  inclemencies  of  winter,  and  left  to 
seek  for  a  subsistence  in  the  croppings  of  shrubs,  etc.,  they  are 
kept  under  shelter  and  generously  fed,  in  which  situation  they 
remain  during  winter,  until  the  season  of  vegetation  makes  its 
appearance,  when  they  have  health  and  vigor,  sufficient  to 
resist  the  pernicious  effects  of  malaria,  which  may  be  evolved 
during  the  succeeding  autumn.  Whereas,  on  the  other  handy 
such  cattle  as  are  left  to  themselves,  in  a  state  bordering  on 
starvation,  become  so  enfeebled  as  actually  to  invite  the  fury 
of  that  which  excites  the  scourge — the  miasmatic  hydra.— 
The  reason  of  the  exemption  of  horses  from  the  tires^  is  un- 
doubtedly attributable  to  the  same  cause.  Horses  are  seldom 
known  to  have  it,  and  for  the  very  simple  reason,  that  they 
are  rarely  left  in  herds  to  graze  the  localities  in  which  cows 
and  other  horned  cattle  are  permitted  to  run.  Sheep  are  ex- 
empt from  the  same  cause. 

Since  no  cause  more  terrible  than  that  of  malaria,  can  be 
discovered  to  account  for  these  diseased  phenomena  ;  and 
from  its  known  pernicious  qualities  with  respect  to  the  human 
organization,  is  it  not  more  rational  to  adopt  it  as  the  cause 
which  we  so  long  have  sought?    It  is  surely  more  in  acoord^ 
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aiice  with  the  common  sense  of  things,  to  adopt  it,  than  to 
seek  for  and  speculate  on  an  unknown  cause — an  ignis  fa- 
tuus. 

Some  may  perhaps   contend    that   the  mUh^ickuus  va  the 
brute  is  characterised  by  a   greater  virulence,   than  that  of 
malarious  diseases  in  man  as  occurring  in  the  same  local- 
ities.    That  such  is  the  fact,  I  am  not  prepared  to  deny  ;  but 
notwithstanding  this  seeming  difficulty,  I  am  not  the  less  in- 
clined to  identify  the  cause.   .In   the  one  case,  by  reason  of 
constant  exposure,  the  poison   accumulates,  and  is  likewise- 
more  highly  concentrated,  because  of  the  uninterrupted  inspi* 
ration  of  the  same;  and  by  reason  of  the   peculiarity  of  i 
physical  conformation,  and   the  manner  in  which  it   mi 
search  for  its  food,  the  quadruped  has  its  nostrils  constan 
brought  in  contact  with  the  ground,  in  coiisequence  of  whi 
it  inhales  the  denser  and  more  poisonous  part  of  the  miasm 
That  such  an  explanation  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  fac 
is  more  than  probable  from  the  well  known  laws  which  gc 
em  malaria.     No  one  who  acknowledges  such  an  agent  as  m^ 
asm,  doubts  that  the  lower  strata  of  the  poison  are  more  nos 
ious  than  those  more  elevated — that  it  caHnot  ascend  to  gref 
heights,  that  the  higher  it  ascends  the  mofe  innocuous   it  be* 
comes,  until  it  ceases  to   be  pernicious.     And  hence,  the  es- 
cape from  diseases  peculiarly  traceable  to  a  malarious  origin^ 
of  the  majority  of  those   individuals  who  sleep  in  upper  sto- 
ries ;  of  those  whose  houses  arfe  built  upon  an  artificial  or  nat- 
ural mound.     If  these  laws  are  well  established,  and  as  tend- 
ing to  modify  the  virulence  of  the  deleterious  agent,  taking  it 
for  granted  that  the  same  agent  is  the  exciting  cause  of  the 
tires  in  the  brute,  the  difference  in  point  of  severity  of  the  two 
diseases,  can  be  very  easily  reconciled.     For  instance,  upon 
twoindividualsofsimilarhabits,expose  to  the  same  cause,difiero 
ingonly  in  degree,and  the  consequence  will  be,that,  iu  the  case 
of  the  one  exposed  to  the  lesser  degree,   he  will  be  subjected 
to  a  disease  precisely  the  same  in  character  with  the  othec, 
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J  differing  alone  in  severity.     The  same  mode  of  reasoning 

i         with  reference  to  the  human  and  brute  creatures,  must  lead  ta 
i  the  same  conclusions,  modified  to  be  sure,  by  the  difference  of 

organization. 

If  my  etiology  of  tires  be  correct,  and  as  such  generally  ac- 
knowledged by  that  portion  of  the  profession  whose  habitation 
affords  them  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  and  treating  milk" 
scJcness^  as  it  shows  itself  in  the  human  species,  methinks  very, 
important  and  useful  deductions,  could  be  drawn,  tending  to 
f  a  more  rational,  and  eminently  a  more  speedy  and  successful 
(  treatment.  Instead  of  clothing  it  with  gorgon  terror  and  inex- 
plicable mystery :  Instead  of  regarding  the  disease  under  con- 
sideration, as  induced  by  eating  poisoned  meat,  and  drinking 
poisoned  milk,  it  were  merely  regarded  as  the  consequence  ot 
diseased  ingesta,  the  treatment  would  be  vastly  simplified. 
.^  '  and  a  long  train  of  suffering,  both  mental  and  physical,  would 
be  spared  the  despairing  sufferer.  I  italicise  the  word  pois- 
oned, because,  when  used  in  this  connection,  the  mass  imply 
by  it  something  specifically  alarming  and  terrible.  Why  not 
regard  the  diseased  flesh  and  milk,  as  the  flesh  and  milk  of 
an  animal  dying  ofbrvte  ague,  as,  indeed  the  vulgar  name  of 
tremblesj  which  is  but  another  appellation  by  which  the  tires  is 
known,  pathognomically  expresses  ;  meaning  that  it  stands 
for  a  disease  characterized  by  rigors. 

The  deleterious  effects  of  diseased  meats,  on  the  human  sys- 
tem is  well  known.  Witness  for  instance,  the  history  of  those 
suffering  under  the  effects  of  eating  the  ffcsh  of  cattle  laboring 
under  the  disease  which  in  Germany,  is  known  as  mihbrandf 
which, judging  from  the  literal  meaning  of  the  term  milzf 
spleen;  and  brand,  gangrene,  I  am  very  mucli  inclined  to  re- 
gard as  synonymous  with  trembles.  When  the  flesh  of  over- 
drawn oxen  excites  disease  of  the  first  passages  in  those  eat- 
ing it,  the  assertion  of  Prof.  Dunglison  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding, an  instance  in  proof  of  which,  I  will  relate,  it 
need  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise*     But  when  the  flesh  of  dia- 
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-eased  catlle,  aod  of  over-driven  cattle,  excite  symptoms  very 
like  each  other,  it  should  at  least  teach  us  caution  in  ascribing 
-undue  qualities  to  the  flesh  q(  milk-sick  catlle. 

A  number  of  years  past,  whilst  attending  a  course  of  lec- 
tures in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  Prof.  Mussey,  related 
the  following:  During  a  hot  and  sultry  autumnal  day,  a 
large  and  healty  drove  of  fat  oxen  were  for  some  cause  or  oth- 
er overdriven,  in  reaching  the  Boston  market,  soon  after  which 
some  were  slaughtered,  and  the  flesh  disposed  of.  Many 
who  had  eaten  of  the  meat,  he  observed,  were  seized  with 
nausea,  succeeded  with  violent  pain  in  the  stomach  and  bow*- 
els,  incessant  vomiting  &c.  Although  at  first,  the  bowels 
were  frequently  evacuated,  they  subsequently  became  obsti- 
nately constipated.  An  instance  similar  to  the  above,  I  re- 
anember  to  have  seen  in  newspapers,  a  few  years  ago.  L 
us  for  a  moment  trace  the  disturbances  in  the  system,  follow- 
ing the  use  of  the  flesh  of  an  ox  which  we^bave  every  reason  to 
believe  diseased  preceeding  slaughter.  Sooner  or  later  it  ex- 
cites a  disordered  condition  of  thestoma'^h  and  bowels,  known 
by  the  name  of  irritation  of  the  gastro-enleric  mucous  lining 
membrane ;  which,  if  not  speedily  removed,  excites  through 
sympathy,the  nerves  of  nutrition, and  is  soon  succeeded  by  de- 
ranged function  of  the  glandular  system,  causing  the  secretory 
organs  to  throw  inro  the  alimentary  tube, irritating  and  deprav- 
ed fluids,  and  finally  terminating  in  inflamation  of  a  low  grade 
during  the  entire  course  of  such  diseased  action,  it  may  very 
properly  be  compared  with  milk  sickness.  To  establish  far- 
ther the  identity  of  the  cause  of  tires  with  malaria.  We  need 
but  inquire  into  the  means  which  are  known  to  be  effectual 
in  destroying  the  cause.  Cultivate  the  ground,  and  wtZi- 
sicknessj  disappears.  The  same  holds  good  with  respect  to 
malaria,  altho*  not  to  such  a  degree  as  to  prevent  its  formation 
totally.  Prof.  Drake,  than  whom  we  have  not  a  sounder  or 
imore  practical  mind  in  the  West,  on  the  subject  of  Western 
Medical  Topography,  says,  ^lultivatian  is  the  most  infallible  of 
.all  other  means. 
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Iq  tbe  early  settlement  of  Greea  Co.,  Ohio,  the  trembUi  wa» 
so  annoying  and  of  such  frequent  occurrence  as  very  much  to- 
interfere  with  its  settlement,  which  for  a  time  remsuned  at  a 
stand-still,  whilst  neighboring  counties  not  obnoxious  to  tbe 
scou^rge,  rapidly  filled  up.  However,  as  the  lands  were 
drained  and  cultivated,  the  disease  disappeared,  and  at  this- 
time  is  perhaps  wholly  unknown  to  its  citizens,  except  by 
name.  In  the  same  place,  malarious  fevers  are*  by  no  means 
jfrequent. 

Of  the  good  effect  of  cultivation  and  draining^  many  inci- 
dents might  be  related  ;  but  let  the  experience  of  shrewd  and 
observant  farmers  suflSce.  If  asked  how  best  they  may  pro- 
tact  their  cattle,  their  answer  is :  * 'fence  the  infectious  ground 
clear,  and  sow  it  in  grass."  Will  not  the  same  process  dimin- 
ish cialaria  ?  Is  not  malaria  the  noxious  enemy  against  wbicb 
tbe  fanner  directs  his  energies  ?  Like  the  Apollo  of  heathen 
mythology,  does  he  not  stay  the  breath  of  the  Python  by  des- 
troying the  monster  ?  To  return  to  a  consideration  of  the  dif- 
ferent opinions  concerning  the  cause  of '*brute  ague**'  To  de- 
tect the  cause  in  any  of  the  species  of  rA?*^,  is  so  utterly  ground- 
less, as  scarce  deserving  any  thing  more  than  a  mere  de- 
nial. 

That  it  resides  in  any  mineral,  is  equally  as  untena- 
ble? inasmuch  as  the  means  effectual  in  dissipating  the  cause, 
cannot  reach  the  mineral. 

That  it  must  be  malaria,  is  further  confirmed  by  the  fact, 
that  wild  turkeys  contract  the  disease,  which  could  scarcely 
be  possible  unless  it  be  through  the  medium  of  their  organs  of 
respiration — unless,  as  some  contend,  they  eat  the  diseased 

flesh. 

In  view  of  all  the  foregoing  facts,  if  malaria  be  so  subtle  an 
agent,  as  to  excite  some  of  the  most  formidable  diseases  to  be 
found  in  the  calendar  of  human  ills,  where  is  the  proprie- 
ty of  discarding  it  when  searching  for  a  thing  known  to  possess 
properties  alike  with  it?    Or  rather,  wherein  consists  the  im- 
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propriety  of  ascribing  to  it,  powers  capable  of  inducing  func- 
tional and  organic  derangements  in  the  brute  creation,  as  it  is 
known  to  effect  in  the  human  ?  There  is  no  need  of  casting 
aside  a  known  cause,  to  seek  a  bug-bear  or  a  phantom. 

Therefore,  if  malaria  be  the  cause,  we  need  no  longer  com- 
bat with  a  foe  unshapen  and  unknown;  but  on  the  contrary 
give  it  "a  local  habitation  and  a  name."  The  reproach  of  a 
baffled  art  would  cease  to  rear  its  sneering  front.  But  so 
long  as  there  continues  to  be  such  a  contrariety  of  opinions  as 
to  the  etiology  and  pathology — so  long  as  we  seek  for,  and 
are  confidently  taught  the  presence  of  a  specific  poison  in  the 
fluids  and  solids  of  the  brutes,  imparting  its  specific  qualities 
to  the  organism  of  the  human  being,  engendering  poisonous 
properties  in  the  circulating  mass,  instead  of  regarding  the 
fluids  as  deteriorated  by  reason  of  the  irritation  primarily  ex- 
cited and  established  in  the  first  passages,  so  long  may  we 
deplore  the  want  of  a  rational  therapeutical  management  of 
the  suffering — so  long  must  we  endure  the  taunts  a^id  jeers 
of  the  ignorant  and  petulant. 

Upon  the  whole,  undue  importance  seems  to  be  attached  to 
the  disease.  Prof.  Drake  savs :  ''  in  the  districts  where  the 
disease  is  endemic,  it  does  not  destroy  as  many  as  pleurisy 
or  cholera  morbus."  From  the  crude  notions  of  its  pathology, 
its  frequency  is  wildly  exaggerated,  confounded  as  it  frequently 
is  with  Bilious  Vomit,  Gastritis,  and  intestinal  derangement 
produced  by  ordinary  causes.  And  because  such  diseases 
are  so  often  aggravated  by  an  empiric  course  of  stimulation 
and  acrid  purgation,  under  the  impression  that  the  disease  un- 
der treatment  is  Milk- Sickness,  lives  are  sacrificed,  and  the 
court  of  the  insatiable  milk-sick  minister  of  Death  is  thronged 
with  the  ghosts  of  the  unfortunate  victims. 

Milk-Sickness  is  generally  regarded  as  an  alarming  disease, 
and  as  one  demanding  more  than  ordinary  medication  ;  the 
mass  believing  that  the  gift  of  curing  it,  is  one  akin  to  the  su- 
pernatural, not  to  be  acquired  through  the  common  media  of 
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medical  instruction  ;  and  hence  the  propensity  of  ignorant 
and  unprincipled  medicasters  to  report  simple  gastric  de- 
rangements as  Milk' Sickness ;  the  consequence  being,  that  their 
fame  reaps  millcen  as  well  as  golden  laurels. 

This  lip-mocking  class  of  trumpeters  know,  very  well,  the 
marvellousness  of  the  mass,  and  the  strange  fondness  which 
this  same  credulity  begets  for  the  mysterious,  in  the  matter  of 
disease  and  medicine.  They  know,  likewise,  the  proneness 
of  testing  a  physician's  skill  by  a  numerical  method  ;  that  is, 
the  one  who  loses  the  greater  number  of  patients  laboring  un- 
der a  reimted  disease,  however  much  skill  he  may  have  dis- 
played, must  bear  the  reproachful  and  ungrateful  epithet  of 
of  an  unsuccessful  doctor.  The  palm  of  victory  and  triumph 
is  awarded  to  the  pseudo-medic iis.  The  modiest  man  of  sci- 
ence, who  treats  diseases^  must  have  his  prized  reputation  tar- 
nished and  trodden  under  foot,  whilst  his  rival,  whom  he  does 
not  condescend  to  regard  as  such,  who  treats  names,  changed 
to  suit  the  popular  breeze,  is  heralded  as  a  prodigy  in  his  pro- 
fession. There  is  a  strange  disposition,  in  the  great  majority 
of  men,  to  hanker  after  that  which  is  not  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  things.  The  every-day  occurrences  of  life,  move  them 
not,  but  let  something  appear,  which  to  them  is  incompre- 
hensil)lc,  then  all  is  wonder  and  amazement. 

So  it  is  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  Simple  and  truthful 
names  for  diseases,  as  they  ordinarily  occur,  excite  no  aston- 
ishment, unless  it  be  a  feeling  akin  to  disappointment,  because 
of  the  simplicity  of  the  name  of  the  disease.  But  bring  forth 
the  charlatan  "  Congstlve  Chills !"  of  '*  Winter  Fever  !"  of 
**  Milk-Sickness  !"  of  "  Fuss  and  Feath-ers,"  and  witness  the 
effect! — a  whole  communily  stands  agog.  The  excitement 
whets  the  appetite  of  the  panic-stirring  d')Clor;vLS  the  season 
changes,  so  does  his  epidemic,  always  artful  enough  to  take 
his  cure  from  his  superior,  wh  )sc  honest  reputation,  lie  covets. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  Instituted 
1847.  Vol.  2,  pp.  956,  8vo.  Philadelphia:  Primed  for 
the  Asssociation,  by  T.  K.  &  P.  G.  Collins,  1848. 

In  continuing  a  notice  ot  the  contents  of  this  volume, 
which  was  commenced  in  the  last  preceding  number,  we 
come  next  in  order  to  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Medical  Education. 

The  duties  of  this  committee  are  defined  in  the  followirjg 
extract,  viz  : — 

"1st.  An  examination  into  the  general  condition  of  Medi- 
cal Education  in  the  United  Stales,  in  comparison  with  the 
state  of  medical  education  in  other  enlightened  nations;  no- 
ticing, as  occasion  may  call  for,  the  courses  of  instruction,* 
the  practical  requirements  for  graduation,  the  modes  of  exami- 
nation for  conferring  degrees,  and  the  number  of  pupils  and 
of  graduates  at  the  several  medical  institutions  in  the  United 
States. 

**  2d.  The  requirements  of  the  United  States  Army  and 
Navy  Boards  of  Medical  Examiners. 

**  3d.  The  legal  requirements  exacted  of  medical  practi- 
tioners in  the  several  States  of  the  Union. 

•*  4th.  Such  measures,  prospective  or  established,  in  refer- 
ence to  medical  education,  and  the  reputable  standing  of  the 
profession,  as  may  be  deemed  worthy  of  special  considera- 
tion." 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  was  Dr.  F.  Campbell 
Stewart,  of  New  York  city. 

The  report  occupies  about  one  hundred  pages  of  the 
Transactions,  and  is  one  of  the  ablest  in  the  present  vol- 
ume. It  gives  a  satisfactory,  though  brief,  account  of  the 
rules,  regulations,  and  requirements  in  force  in  the  principal 
European  institutions  for  medical  instruction^  and  the  confer- 


ring  of  degrees ;   following  which   ia  a  more  extended  and     ' 
equally  judicious  summary  of  ihe  general  condilion  of  medi-     [ 
eel  institotions  and  education  in  our  own  country.     This  part 
of  the  Report,  not  only  embodies  all  the  facts  necessary  to  a 
fair  understanding  of  the  systems  of  medical  education)  at 
home  and  abroad,  but  it  embraces  also  many  extracts  from 
tbe  correspondence  of  the  Chairmanof  the  Committee,  show- 
ing the  views  and  opinions  of  many  eminent  members  of  the     i 
profession,  and  especially  those  connected  with  our  colleges. 
From  this  report  it  appears  that  the  shortest  time  allowed  for    ' 
the  study  of  medicine  in  any  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  is 
four  years,  and  the  least  time  spent  in  attendance  on  lectures,     ■ 
during  the  period  of   study,  is  an  aggregate  of  mo  years,  or  \ 
four  courses  of  six   months  each, — while  in  this  country  the 
longest  time  required  is  three  years,  including  two  courses  of 
college  instruction   of   from   fourteen    weeks  to  five  months 
each ;  of  less  than  half  of  the  college  instruction  required  in 
Great  Britain,  and  only  about  one-third  of  that  given  in   all 
the  continental  countries.     The  following  paragraphs  taken    ' 
frotii  the  report,  contain   sentiments   worthy  of  serious  con- 
sideration, viz : — 

"  By  an  examination  of  the  details  given  in  the  preceding     ' 
pages,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  system  of  instruction  JB 
medicine,  in  vogue  in  European  countries  is  mucb  more  per- 
feet  and  satisfactory  than  with  us. 

"The  time  required  to  be  devoted  in  sludy  is  not  only  lon- 
ger, but  a  preparatory  education  is,  in  all  instances  insisted 
upon,  as  being  absolutely  essential ;  and  young  men,  before 
commencing  their  medical  studies,  must  furnish  abundant  and 
satisfactory  evidence  of  their  having  attained  a  given,  and  by 
DO  means  small,  amount  of  academic  learning.  It  is  wisely  i 
considered  that,  without  preliminary  training  and  knowledge  i 
ia  the  seveftl  departments  of  general  science,  their  minds 
are  not  p'Toperly  prepared  for  receiving  instruction  in  the  high 
and  complicated  branches  of  professional  education. 

"  The  subjects  taught  in  Europe  are  more  numerous,  and  a 
much  greater  proportion  of  time  is  devoted  to  their  study  than 
B  allowed  in  the  united  Statea.     They  are  so  disposed,  alsoi    . 
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ihat  ihey  follow  each  other  in  a  regular  consecutive  order. 
The  student  is  thus  enabled  to  prepare  himself  on  a  given 
nuaiber  of  sub/ect^,  by  close  application  to  their  details,  in  a 
reasonable  period<4ir  time  ;  after  which  he  is  examinedi  and, 
if  successful,  his  mind  being  relieved  of  a  portion  of  care  and 
anxiety,  he  is  better  prepared  to  commence  and  prosecute  the 
study  of  a  new  series,  upon  which  he  is  likewise,  in  turn,  ex- 
amined, and  which  he  dismisses,  for  the  time  being,  from  his 
thoughts.  How  infinitely  superior  is  this  course  to  that  which 
compels  him  to  burden  his  memory,  and  toil  during  the  whole 
period  of  his  attendance  on  lectures,  to  keep  pace  with  his 
preceptors  in  their  endeavors  to  impart.tp  him  instruction  on 
a  multitude  of  subjects  which  are  crowded  together,  and  a  , 
knowledge  of  all  of  which  must  be  obtained  in  the  very  short 
space  of  time  allowed  bjr  most  of  our  colleges  as  the  period 
in  which  their  courses  are  comprised.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
The  division  of  the  scholastic  year  into  summer  and  winter 
courses,  which  is  practised  at  all  of  the  institutions  abroad,  is 
a  judicious  one,  and  worthy  of  our  imitation.  ♦  .  ♦  • 
'*  The  advantaged  of  having  Professors  made  independent  of 
their  students,  in  being  paid  for  their  services  wholly,  or  in 
part,  by  the  Slate,  are  self-evident.  This  course  is  pursued 
everywhere  in  Europe,  except  in  Great  Bcitain,  where  teach- 
ers are,  as  in  this  country,  paid  by  fees  alone." 

Under  the  head  of  "  Recommendations  for  the  Improve-  , 
raent  of  the  Profession,'^  the  report  insists  strongly,  and  justly, 
too,  on  the  necessity  of  proper  attention  to  preliminary  educa- 
tion, giving  a  plan  by  which  it  may  be  insured  ;  of  true  Hos 
pital  or  Clinical  instruction  ;  of  more  rigid  public  examina- 
tions for  the  Degree  of  M.  D.;  of  lengthening  the  lecture 
terms,  and  dividing  the  subjects  taught  into  two  series,  that 
they  may  be  pursued  in  consecutive  order  ;  and  of  establish- 
ing in  each  State  a  Board  of  State  Censors  entirely  uncon- 
nected with  teaching,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  rig- 
idly, all  candidates  for  admission  into  the  ranks  of  the  pro- 
fession as  practitioners  in  the  several  States,  whether  they  are 
graduates  of  a  medical  college  or  not.  In  reference  to  this 
last  recommendation,  the  report  says  : — 

'^  We  think  that  no  material  and  lasting  goodtcan  arise  from 
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an  elevation  of  a  standard  of  requirements  by  one  or  two 
colleges  alone.  The  only  nianner  in  whicli  the  desired  end 
could  be  obtained,  would  be  by  the  co-operation  of  all  the 
colleges,  in  the  establishment  of  a  uniform  curriculum  ; — and 
is  this  practicable  ?  can  it  be  expected  that  rival  institutions, 
possessing  a  great  diversity  of  interests,  and  unequal  facili- 
ties for  teaching,  will  iniite  in  a  general  scheme,  whicli  would 
have  the  cfTect  of  concentrating  students  at  such  colleges  as 
are  in  reality  best  prepared  to  impart  instruction  ?  We  un- 
hesitatingly answer  in  the  negative  ;  it  is  v^cless  even  to  ask  it, 
'*  But  let  each  State  of  our  Union  authorize  the  establishment 
of  a  Board  of  disniterested  Examiners,  who  shall  have  no  di- 
rect interest  in  view,  and  the  obtaining  of  whose  certificate 
shall  be  always  obligator}^  prior  to  permitting  an  individual 
to  engage  in  [)ractice,  and  a  direct  check  is  at  once  imposed, 
which  will  make  it  to  the  interest  of  the  schools  to  raise  their 
standard  to  the  level  of  that  established  by  the  licensing 
Boards,  and  a  fair  and  just  rivalry  will  then  commence  be- 
tween the  colleges,  as  to  which  shall  impart  the  requisite  amount 
of  instruction  in  the  shortest  space  of  time,  and  ivith  the  least  eX' 
pense  to  the  student.'*^ 

In  another  place  the  report  adds  : — 

"  The  plan  of  establishing  independent  Examinmg  and  Li- 
censing Boards,  is,  as  you  are  well  aware,  neither  original 
with  us,  nor  a  new  thing  in  the  United  States.  It  has  been 
so  often  and  so  freely  discussed,  that  all  of  you  are  familiar 
with  the  subject,  and  its  successful  introduction  into,  some  of 
the  Slates,  where  it  is  now  in  force,  shows  that  it  is  both 
practicable  and  beneficial  to  the  people  and  the  profession. 
*  *  *  •.It  has  also  been  shown,  in  another  part 
of  this  report,  that  the  system  is  in  vogue,  and  is  found  to 
work  well  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  where  its  adoption  has 
been  attended  with  the  most  satisfactory  and  beneficial  re- 
sults." 

These  sentiments  are  the  dictates  of  sound  common  sense. 
The  idea,  so  much  talked  of  by  some,  of  getting  our  forty 
medical  colleges  to  unite  in  the  practical  adoption  of  an  ele- 
vated curriculum  of  study  and  requirements,  or  of  a  uniform 

rate  of  fees,  is  simply  absurd.     Just  so  long  as  their  interests 
are  local,  diverse,  and  selfisii,  there  will  be  no  other  practical 
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concert  of  action  on  these  topics,  than  that  wliicli  is  some- 
times brought  about  between  the  extreme  advocate  of  south- 
ern slavery  and  Ab  rank  northern  abolitionist  in  Congress, 
viz :  a  union  to  oppose  some  practical  measure,  not  satisfactory 
to  either  extreme.  The  whole  report  is  an  extremely  interest- 
ing and  important  one,  and  is  alone  worth  the  price  of  the 
w  hole  volume.  Appended  to  it,  are  two  papers ;  one  from 
the  medical  Faculty  o(  Harvard  College,  opposed  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  lecture  terra  beyond  four  momhsj.  the  other 
from  a  Select  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Association  to 
present  the  reason3,  in  full,  in  favor  of  lengthening  the  time  of 
college  instruction  to  sijc  months.  The  latter  paper  is  drawn 
up  with  ability,  and  presents  facts  w^d  ideas  which  ought  to 
be  well  considered  by  every  member  of  the  profession.  If 
the  following  sentiments  were  generally  remembered  and 
acted  upon,  there  would  be  less  difficulty  in  advancing  the 
common  interests  of  the  profession.     This  sub-report  says: 

**  The  subject  of  medical  education  is  not  limited  to  a  mere 
consideration  of  the  interests  cf  students  and  schools.  They  are 
not  the  only  parties  it  concerns  ;  it  occupies  a  much  wider 
field,  and  embraces  interests  and  relations  of  much  deeper 
import.  To  discuss  ♦this  question  in  its  true  spirit,  and  f6 
reach  all  its  consequences,  it  must  be  examined  in  all  its  bear- 
ings. Results  without  this  course  must  be  invalid.  It  is  this 
broad  view  that  governed  the  decisions  of  this  Association  at 
its  former  meetings,  and  its  re-affirmance  of  them  at  its  pres- 
ent session.  On  this  question  it  was  regard^  that  the  public, 
the  science,  and  the  profession,  had  interests  as  deeply  involved 
as  the  students  and  the   schools;   and  that  the  Association 

was  bound  to  look  to  and  protect  them." 

«  

We  must  close  our  hasty  notice  of  this  part  of  the  Trans- 
actions by  expressing  the  hope  that  all  our  readers  will  pro- 
cure the  volume  and  read  it  for  themselves.  N.  S.  D. 
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ARTICLE  II. 

NEW   MEDICAL    SCHOOI^ — PROGRESS. 

We  have  received  iheJirstAnfitial  Announcement  of  the  Fac- 
ulty of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, located  at  Ann  Arbor.  Although  one  of  the  youngest 
States  in  the  Union,  Michigan  deserves,  if  she  does  not  en- 
joy, the  credit  of  having  adopted  a  more  complete  and  libe- 
ral system  of  education  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other  State 
or  country  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge.  Having  re- 
ceived from  Congress  a  rich  donation  of  public  lands  for 
school  purposes,  she  did  not  follow  the  example  of  some  of 
her  sister  states  of  the  West,  and  allow  half  their  value  to  be 
wasted  by  negligence  and  bad  management,  but  faithfully 
devoted  them  to  the  establishment  of  a  complete  system  of 
schools  for  the  whole  State  ;  embracing  primary,  or  district 
schools,  sectional,  or  academical  institutions,  and  a  State  Uni- 
versity, which  is  provided  with  Departments  of  Law  and 
Medicine.  We  are  glad  to  see  by  the  circular  before  us  that 
the  Regents  of  the  University,  in  organizing  the  Medical  De- 
partment have  been  actuated  by  the  most  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened motives. 

The  folloviring  extracts  will  show  both  the  actual  regula- 
tions adopted,  and  some  of  the  objects  they  were  designed  to 
accomplish  : — 

"  Prominent  among  the  proposed  innovations,  are  pre-requi- 
s'uions  to  entrance  upon  the  study  of  medicine— extension  of 
the  lecture  terms — thorough  daily  examinations  upon  the 
topics  discussed  in  the  lectures — and  proofs  of  a  higher  de^ 
gree  of  proficiency,  prior  to  granting  the  diploma.  The  exi- 
gencies of  the  time,  it  is  believed,  call  for  the  estabhshment 
of  an  institution  in  which  these  ideas  can  be  carried  into  prac- 
tice ;  and  no  school,  perhaps,  is  better  situated  for  the  reali- 
zation of  the  objects  proposed,  than  the  one  referred  to  in  this 
Announcement. 

**  Fortunately,  Michigan  has  the  desire  and  the  ability  to 
possess  herselt  of  the  honor  of  being  the  pioneer  in  this  im- 
portant improvemeot.    Her  statutes  require  that  the  Univer- 
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sity  "  proviJe  tlie  iuliabilanls  of  ilils  State  with  the  means  of 
jicquiring  a  lliorough  knowledge  of  ihe  various  branches  of 
Literature,  ScienL-e,  and  the  Arts,"  the  "  Departinentof  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery"  being  especially  desigaated.  The  law 
Erovides  that  the  inairuclion  given  in  this  Department  of  the 
uiversiiy,  as  in  all  otiiera,  shall  be  gratuitous,  the  Profossors 
being  paid  from  the  munificent  fund  provided  the  State  of 
Michigan,  for  tbig  purpose,  by  the  general  Government." 

The  foliowiog  are  among  the  regulations  adopted,  viz : —    ■ 

"  Every  candidate  fur  admission  shull  piesent  to  the  Fac- 
ulty satisfactory  evidence  of  good  moral  character,  and  also 
of  such  literary  attainments  as  have  been  recomtncnded  by 
the  National  Medical  Association,  viz:  A  good  English  edu- 
cation t  the  knowledge  of  Natural  Philosophy,  the  elementary 
Mathematical  Sciences,  add  such  an  acquaintance  with  the 
Latin  and  Greek  languages  as  will  enable  the  student  to  ap- 
preciate the  technical  language  of  medicine,  and  read  and 
write  prescriptions. 

"  The  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Department  mil  com- 
mence on  the  first  Wednesday  in  October  and  continue  until 
the  third  Wednesday  in  April. 

"  There  will  be  /our  lectures  daily,  except  on  Satur**' 
which  day  will  be  devoted  to  clinical  insiructioD* and  re; 
of  Thesis. 

"  Each  candidate  lor  graduation  shall  so  announce  h 
al  the  close  of  bis  fifst,  or  thu  commencement  of  his  i  i 

course,  and  shall  be  examined  upon  the  subjects  of  Aue  , 

Physiology,  Materia  Medica,  and  Chemistry. 

In  order  that  any  student  may  be  iidiniiiel  lo  the  Degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  he  shall  exhibit  evidence  of  having 
pursued  the  study  of  medicine  and  suiycry  lor  the  term  of 
three  years,  with'  some  respectable  jiractilioner  of  medicine 
(including  lecture  terms) ;  must  have  attended  two  full  courses 
of  Lectures,  the  last  of  which  must  bave  been  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  ihe  University  of  Michii;nn — must  lie  iweniy- 
one  years  of  age — must  have  submitted  to  the  Faculty 
original  Thesis,  in  bis  own  hand-writing,  on  some  medic 
subject ;  and  have  passed  an  examination,  held  at  the  close 
of  the  term,  satisfactory  to  the  Faculty. 

"  A  charge  of  ten  dollan,  paid  once,  is  the  only  fee  required 
of  the  student.     A  deduction  of  one  year  is  made  from  the 
term  of  stud;  id  favor  of  those  who  have  graduated  in  the 
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Literary  Department  of  the  University,  or  in  other  respectar 
ble  colleges.  And  clergymen,  members  of  the  lesal  pro- 
fession, and  graduates  of  other  respectable  medicalinstitu- 
tions,  may  be  permitted  to  attend  ut  *^  honorary  members  of 
the  Medical  Department." 

We  notice  only  two  serious  obstacles  to  the  complete  suc- 
cess of  these  judicious  regulations.  One  is,  the  location  of 
the  school  where  no  adequate  Clinical,  or  Hospital  advanta- 
ges can  ever  be  provided  ;  and  the  other,  beginning  with  only 
five  members  of  the  Faculty.  Still  much  credit  is  due  to  the 
Board  of  Regents  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  liberal  system, 
and  especially  to  our  friend  Dr.  Pitcher,  of  Detroit,  one  of  it» 
most  influential  members.  N.  S.  D. 


ARTICLE  III. 

A  Universal  Formulary:  containing  the  inethod$  0/ preparing 
and  administering  officinal  and  other  medicines.  The  whole 
adapted  to  Physicians  and  Pharmaceutists:  By  R.  Egles- 
FIELD  Griffith,  M.  D.;  pp.  567;  Philadelphia,  Lea  .& 
Blanchard,  1860.  (From  the  Publishers,  through  J.  Keen, 
Jr.,  &  Bro.,  Chicago. 

This  seems  to  be  a  very  comprehensive  work,  so  far  as 
the  range  of  its  articles  and  combinations  is  concerned,  with 
a  commendable  degree  of  brevity  and  condensation  in  their 
explanation. 

It  cannot  fail  to  be  a  useful  and  convenient  book  of  refe- 
rence to  the  two  classes  of  persons  to  whom  it  particularly 
commends  itself  in  the  title  page. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

A'Raiffomt  to  A  Prcfsssor^  and  a  ipecutcoiofupan  tke*iM90' 
^   rum:    By  I^niybtt  Dowler,  M.  D.     (From  the  ailChor.) 

The  title  of  the  pamphlet  of  sixteen  pages,  ^Ufin  aboFe, 
might  lead  some  to  eiq)ect  a  severe  repartee  to  the  complaint 
of  Prof.  Le  CoBte«  that  Dn  Dowler,  in  hts  '*  Contributk)i 
to  Physblogy,"  neglected  to  give  due  credit  to  his  publish^ 
experiments  apoQ  the  alligator.    But  a  perusal' of  it  di»< 
vers  a  plausible  reason  for  not  mentioning  Dr.  Le 
experiments  in  said  paper,  though  he  regrets  now  h< 
strengthened  hie  x^OBclnsion^,  by  quotiiig  them  agam.  ^ 
explanation  is  simply  this:     Dr.  Dowler  had  but  a  sboi 
time  previously  §ivea  a  synopsis  of  Prof.  Le  Conte's  experi- 
ments in  the  same  periodical,  the  N.  O.  Med.  Journal,  vtrhieh* 
were  in  many  respects  similar  to  his  own,  attd  a  want'o^ 
room  prevented  their  being  re-produccd. 

A  peiusal  of  the  paiaphlet  shows  eotim  good  feeling  and  a. 
stronger  preference  for  the  development  of  truth  andthe  estab^* 
lishment  of  the  author's  views  of  the  physiology  of  the  nerves 
and  brain — of  the  seat  of  the  sensorium,  than  a  disposition  to 
contend  for  priority  ;  observing,  "  it  is  verity  rather  than  pri- 
ority, which  is  most  important."  The  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  existence  of  mental  power  in  other  parts  t>f  the  ner- 
vous system  than  the  brain  are  plausible,  at  least.  E.. 


AKtlGliE  V. 

Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  Tork^ 
during  its  Annual  Session^  heldAlbantfy  Feb.  5,  lS&0;pp*27^. 

The  first  article  in  this  voluttie  is  the  Annual  Address,  fidnii 
the  President,  Dr.  Al^x.  H.  Sfevens,  of  N.  Y.  city,  upotitthe 
sulgeet  of  th*  **«'be  Public  Health."  It  occupies  tHventy*«eye» 
paged,  nttd  is  f epiete  with  useful  information  tipon  the  tidijeele-^ 
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|-of  the  importance  of  State  sanitory  regulations,  ventillating 
buildings,  and  drainage. 

The  second  article  is  a  clear  and  forcible  argument,  by  the 
same  author  in  favor  of,  the  opinion  that  Asiatic  Cholera  is 
communicable. 

The  third  paper  is  "  An  Historical  Sketch  of  the  state  of 
medicine  in  the  American  Colonies,  from  their  first  settle- 
ment to  the  period  of  the  Revolution :    By  Jno.  B.  Beck,  M. 
D.,  &c,"  of  which  we  are  alsoin-lebted  to  the  able  author  for 
a  copy  of  the  second  edition  in  a  st^:"»H'«te  form. 

The  fourth  article  is  made  up  oi  * '  v^ontributions  to  the 
vital  statistics  of  the  State  of  New  York ;  by  Lemuel  Shat- 
tuck,  Esq.,  of  Boston." 

These  are  valuable  papers,  as,  indeed,  are  several  others 
that  follow. 

But  our  space  is  too  much  crowded  to  give  it  a  further  no- 
tice. 

©r.  Alexander  Thompson,  of  Cayuga  Co.,  was  elected 
President  'for  the  ensuing  year. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

A  Systemactic  Treatise,  Historical,  Etiological,  and  Practical, 
on  the  Principal  Diseases  of'  the  Interior  Valley  of  North 
America^  as  they  a-pyear  in  the  Cavcassinm  African,  Indian, 
and  Esquimaux  Varieties  of  its  Population:  By  Daniel 
Drake,  M«  D.  Cincinnati ;  Winthrop  B.  Smith  &  Co. 
Philaeelphla ;  Grogg,  Elliott  &  Co.  New  York  ;  Mason  & 
Law,  1850  ;  pp.  878  act.  (From  the  publishers,  and  for 
sale  by  A.  H.  &  C.  Burley,  Chicago.) 

A  book  is  here  presented,  worthy  of  the  name  ;  one  which 
bus  cost  as  much  labor  to  produce  it  as  any  medical  work 
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yet  published  by  an  American  author — one  ihat  presents 
greater  amouotof  Hydrographical,  Meteorol(jgical  Pbysiogt- 
ca],and  Social  information  in  reference  to  the  etiology  of  the 
terior  Valley  of  North  Americiitbanis  to  be  found  collated  in  t 
ercnce  to  any  other  country  so  far  as  we  are  informed — pu 
that  is  made  up  of  an  original  collection  of  important  ft 
which  render  the  work  equal  in  value  to  any  Aqierican  m< 
cal  publication  that  has  ygt  gone  to  press,  and  which  will  g 
it  as  enduring  a  reputation  as  can  reasonably  be  claimed 
any  other — a  book  that  is  highly  pleasing  in  styles  ahd  ^ 
free  from  the  appearance  of  a  set  effort  to  be  entertain! 
It  interests  because  in  almost  every  page  it  communicatet 
the  physician  of  the  country  of  which  It  treats,  such  ioforo 
tion  as  he  desires  to  have. 

We  feel  proud  for  the  West,  tha4  i\icb  a  work  has  not  c 
been  produced  but  also  published  here,  in  a  style  of  e» 
tion  that  will  compare  favorably  with  the  works  of  the  Oi. 
celebrated  publishing  houses  in  the  country. 

To  give  at  the  same  time  the  plan  of  the  work  before 
and  to  show  the  high  estimatiftn  of  ihp  work  by  an  esteen 
trans- Atlantic  contemporary,  we  give  the  following  from  ■ 
Medical  Examiner  for  June  : 

"  Book  first  treats  of  General  Efiolna-ij,  which  is  discu; 
under  the  heads  or  parts  of    1,   Topographical  and  H^i, 
graphical  Etiologi/ ;  and    2.   Climatic  Etiology.     Theseco 
which  is  the  most  attractive  theme,  cannot  however,  be  eit 
studied  or  understood  to  any  extent,  without  the  aid  of 
first ;  and  the  two  jointly  are  of  a  paramount  value,  we  ra; 
say  necessity,  for  a  clear  knowledge  of  the  diseases  deseriV 
in  a  subsequent  part  of  th'j  work.     It  would  be  a  grave  if 
take  in  the  reade^  and  injustice  to  the  author  not  to  «< 
\mity  of  plan  and  purpose  in  its  numerous  divisions. 
of  these,  which,  at  first  sight,  would  seem  to  be  matte 
allowable  philosophical  curiosity,  merely,  or  at  n^osi,  co 
ral  or  even  introductory,  are,  truly,  an  integral  and   luuis- 
pensable  part'of  the  treatise ;  and  they  could  not  he  detached 
from  it  without  marring  its  proporliona,  if  not  actually  de- 
stroying its  characteristic  and  atltractive  features. 
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The  commkn  constituents  of  climate,  in  temperatoise,  at- 
.jDDospbeiic  pressure*  and  dryness  and  moisture,  force  and  di- 
rection of  tne  winds,  and  electricity,  are  greatly  modified,  in- 
dependently of  latitude  and  the  succession  of  seasons,  by 
the  localities,  whose  peculiarities  are  included  under  thie 
liead  of  Topographical  and  HydrographicaJ  Etiology.  This 
,4s  first  exhibited  in  a  *^  general  analysisf^*  aqd  then  in  connect 
t^n  with  successive  portions  of  the  ^^sotahem  Hydrographical 
Basin^*^  which  includes  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  dinerent 
towns  and  harbors  and  inlets  from*Vera  Cruz  to  Mobile,- and 
the  Ddta  of  the  Miemnppi.  Thence,  in  one  direction,  we 
ifi^^Qw  aJoDg  the  bottoms,  and  bluffs  of  this  river  on  to  the  Up- 
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"Basin  and  the  countries  north  of  this  latter,  are  spread  before 
us  by  the  author,  who  has  thus  collected  and  concentrated  an 
•^ount  of  medical  hydrography  and  topography  of  the  gfeat 
▼alley  of  the  Mississippi,  nitherto  either  unknown,  or  to  most 
of  as  unattainable. 

Next  we  are  taken  over  the  '*  Eastern  or  St.  Lawrence  Ba- 
mn"  including  the  regions  of  the  lakes  and  of  the  river  itself; 
apd  the  first  part  is  concluded  by  a  sketch  of  the  **  Umboa 
fmd  Arctic  Hydrographical  Ba^ins.^^ 

Part  second  is  devoted  to  **  Climatic  Etiology^^^  under  its 
appropriate  divisions.  Part  third  furnishes  us  with  •*  Phyn-- 
ethical  and  Social  Etiologyy^  especially  of  the  Caucassian 
|X>rtion  of  the  Great  Valley,  in  their  physiological  character- 

\       laticSf  di^t  and  use  of  stimulating  and  narcotic  substances ; 

Z  9I/10  in  their  clothing,  lodging,  bathing  and  habitations,  and  in 
ibeir  occupations,  pursuits,  exercise  and  recreations.  Tbe 
JSippocratic  advice  given  at  the  beginning  of  this  notice^  has 
peien  fully  followed  out  by  Dr.  Drake  ;  and  no  physician  can 
jhenceforward  pretend  to  practice  medicine  in  the  great  valley 
of  JVprth  America,  without  having  first  possessed  himself  of 
Hhe  Systematic  Treatise  and  studied  carefully  its  contents, 

||      ihat  so  he  may  piepare  himself  for  a  suitable  treatment  of 

r  '^he  diseases  in  his  town  or  district,  and  for  filling  up  from  his 
own  observation  the  great  outlines  furnished  in  this  work. 

Book  second  exhibits  the  application  of  all  that  preceded 
it  to  a  review  of  the  geogiaphical  and  topographical ;  in  fine^ 
the  climatic  causes  ot  Febrile  Diseases  ;  beginning  with  Au^ 
tumnal  Feveri  being  that  which  has  the  widest  rantge,  and  at"-* 
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tacks  the  greatest  number  of  people.  The  divisions  of  this 
latter,  described  by  Dr.  Drake,  are,  first,  Intermittent  Fever, 
with  its  varieties  of  simple,  inflammatory  and  raaligant,  and 
then  Remittent  ^ever,  considered  as  simple  and  malignant. 
The  last  two  chapters  are  given  to  a  consideration  of  the 
*'  Pathological  Anatomy  cmd  consequences  of  Autumnal  Fever. ^^ 

From  the    preceding  outline    our  readers   may  acqu^ 
some  idea  of  tne  abundance  and  variety  of  tt^  topics  exai 
ined  in  the  present  volume.^  Of  their  richnessT  and  intrinsi 
worth,  they  can  only  obtain  accurate  notions  by  reference  \ 
its  pages.    Even  if  more  space  were  allotted  to  us  tfaa^  ^« 
possible  within  the  assigned  limits  of  tliis  journal,  we  she 
still  fail  to  do  justice  to  the  multiplied  and  pains^taking  re 
searches,  statistical  and  other  tabular  estimates,  as  of  t( 
perature,  barometrial  changes  and  seasons,  interspersed  \ 
judicious  summaries  and  apposite  statements  of  the  mater 
facts,  with  which  this  volume  abounds." 

To  give  a  review  of  the  work  that  should  do  justice  to  it 
would  carry   us  entirely  beyond  |be  limits  prescribed 
this  department  in  the   present  number.    In  fact,  ^ 
^lo  nbt  see  how  a  review,  s^rt  of  occupying  an  erttir 
ber  of  our  Journd,  copld  give  anything  like  a  satisfact 
view  of  the  contents  of  the  volume.    We  take  leave  oi 
for  the  present,  hoping  to  have  space  hereafter  todevtotet^ 
it ;  in  the  mean  time  assuring  our  readers  that  the  H» 
plan  will  be  for  each  of  them  to  procure  and  carefully^ 
It  for  themselves.  ']c«. 
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|Iart  3.— abstrart0. 

*^  ARTICLE  I. 

SPIRIT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PRESS* 

Practical  Medicine. — In  the  May  No.  of  the  N.  O.  Mecficsl 
and  Surgical  Journal  is  a  judidous  paper  on  the  subject  of 
Typhoid  Fever,  by  Dr.  J.  C-  Harris,  of  Wetumpka,  Ala. 
He  contends  that  the  true  Typhoid  Fever,  of  authors,  is  verj 
seldom  seen  by  American  practitioners  of  the  South  and 
West,  and  that  the  disease  which  has  been  erroneously  so 
called,  is  nothing  more  than  a  continued  Malarial  Fever.  His 
remarks  are  very  pointed,  and  we  efxtract  his  closing  remarkt 
as  worthy  the  consideration  of  those  attacked  with  the  miania 
forgetting  their  medical  opinions  from  Europe. 

"Iii  now  bringing  to  a  close  our  remarks,  and  dismissing,  for 
the  present,  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  of  Ty- 
phoid Fever,  we  venture  the  prediction,  that  had  Dr.  Bartlett, 
instead  of  visiting  the  hospitals  on  the  eastern  continent,  and 
studying  there  the  fevers  cf  the  Mississippi  valley  and  the 
South  generally,  spent  some  time  in  observing  and  treating 
them  in  the  malarious  localities  where  they  are  engenderea 
and  prevail,  the  profession  would,  probably,  never  have  been 
favored  with  his  decidedly  learned  and  entirely  elegant  trea- 
tise on  Typhoid  Fever;  and  it  still  remains,  to  some  extentt 
i  we  think,  a  matter  of  regret,  that  since  this  publication^  so 

I  many  Southern  phvsicians,  like  an  ancient  philosopher  on 

[  another  occasion,  with  this  talismanic  book  in  one  hand,  and 

^  a  lighted  taper  in  the  other,  have  gone  forth  at  the  summer 

solstice^  at  mid-day,  under  a  burninn;  sun,  and  amidst  scorch- 
ing sands  and  malarious  hot-beds,  in  search  of  this,  to  them, 
until  then,  great  unJcnoum,  and  that,  after  many  a  weary  pil- 
grimage, some,  more  fortunate  than  others,  have  returned 
crying  (Eureka),  I  have  found  it.  To  all  of  these  we  tender 
our  most  profound  acknowledgments  and  congratulations,  vrith 
an  assurance  that  we  really,  in  viewing  them  in  the  light  of 
discoverers,  feel  happy  in  the  contemplation  of  the  glorious 
felicity  that  awaits  and  surrounds  them.^ 
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Id  the  Baaton  Journal,  for  May  Ist,  i9«n  interesting  paper 
by  Dr.  Ware,  on  Croup.     The  author  advocates  a  mode  of 
treatment  whiob  be  conceives  to  be  more  i^tigq^H  tpban  the 
method  heretofore  pursued.    He  thinks  eOaetlpi  often  prciVe 
injurioua.     His  mode  of  treatment  consists  in  th«  usaof  Calo- 
mel and  Opium,  and  the  local  npplicatlon  of  Nit         »f 
ver.     We  doubt  whether  tliere  are  many  of  our  re- 
will  agree  with  Dr.  Ware  ;  believing  that  the  rfcln  )u 
of  emetics  is  founded  mi  sound  views  of  ihe  paiholr.g 
disease.     Dr.  W.'s  notices  of  ihe  pathology  of  Crc     .  are 
very  interesting.     The  principal  point  is  embodied  in        fol- 
lowing extract : 

"  Now  wlien  we  examine  the  cases  of  recovery  of  memt 
nous  Croup  which  actually  take   place,  and  compare  tL 
with  the  condition  of  the  parts  in   tlio.4F:  which  are  examiL 
after  death,  we  find  very  clear  oviilencrs  ofa  temlency  in  iiii: 
disease  to  go  throagh  a  certain  rnurse  of  chnngea  which  will 
terminate  in  healtJi.     The  false  membrane  is  etiused,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  the  mucous  membrane  is  thickened  ami  con- 
gested.    After  a  time,  a  process  of  suppuration  is  esta  blished 
upon  the  surface  of  the  mucouri  memhrane,  underneath  I 
false  membrane,  wfcich  of  course   separates  the  latter  fn. 
the  former,  so  that  it  lies  loosely   upon   it,  whilst  betwe. 
them  is  a  layer  of  pua.    If  the  membrane  thus  thrown  off 
thick  and  strong,  it  is  expectorated  in  distinct  pieces,  ■ 
times  of  a  considerable  size  ;  if  it  be  thin  and  less  (irrr 
either  converted  partially  into  pus,  or  else  is  brokei  j 

sn.aller  slireds,  and  mixed  with  ihe  pus  so  as  not  l\  dis- 
tinguished from  it,  except  by  very  careful  examination,  arirl 
thus  it  is  all  gradually  thrown  up.  The  diseased  membrane 
does  not  free  itself  from  the  false  membnine  over  its  whole 
surface  at  once^Those  portions  from  which  the  (iilse  mem- 
brane has  separ^dare  left  in  an  iiitlumed  and  irritable  state ; 
the  expectorated  membrane  aixl  pus  are  often  tinged  with 
blood,  probably  from  the  fact  that  by  the  violent  ofliiri  of 
c&ughing,  some  portions  are  torn  oH'fi'om  the  mucous  surface 
before  the  purulent  process  ites  elfccied  a  complete  separa- 
tion. '  The  cough,  then,  with  more  or  less  expectwalio^,  and 
a  hoarseness,  in  some  cases  amnuming  to  an  incapacity  for 
speakmg  except  in  a  whisper,  continue  fur  some  lime — tti 
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sffeciion  of  the  voice  for  several  weeks.    The  parts 'ara  at 
length,  bbwever,  perfectly  restored." 

In  No.  XIX.  of  Braitbwaice's  Retrospect  is  an  lAterMting 
account,  by  Mr.  Hannon,  on  the  nse.  of  Manganese  in  Ano^ 
mic,  and  other  affections.  Several  cases  are  detailed,  ia 
which  its  use  was  beneficiaL 

[*<  SeveraUllustrative  cases  are  given.  The  first  tnentioned 
is  one  of  extreme  chlorosis,  in  which  the  patient  was  sent  into 
country  air,  and  took  it  on  for  some  time,  without  benefit*  Wa 
are  told  that] 

*'  The  patient  was  then  directed  to  take  one  of  the  foUowioff 

Sills  daily  before  dinner :  Extract  of  Cinchona,  Carbonate  of 
[anganese,  of  each  a  drachm.  Mix  and  divide  into  four  grain 
pills.  After  she  had  used  these  pills  for  a  fortnight,  the  cheeks 
and  conjunctivae  regained  their  colour,  and  the  swelling  of 
the  feet  disappeated  The  following  pills  were  then  ordered : 
Sulphate  of  Manganese,  Carbonate  of  Soda,  of  each  a  drachm ; 
fresh  charcoal  and  honey,'  of  each  a  sufficient  quantity  to 
make  a  mass,  to  be  divided  into  four-grain  pills.  A  fortnight 
after  the  employment  of  this  medicine,  the  bellows-sound  had 
disappeared;  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  were  strong  and 
loud;  and  an  energetic  impulse  was  felt  on  applying  \b% 
hand.  There  was  no  syncope,  and  the  appetite  had  returned* 
The  dose  of  the  pills  was  increased  ;  and  a  month  aftefi 
menstruation  occurred,  and  the  patient  became  plump»  and 
able  to  bear  much  exertion.  She  digested  and  slept  well— * 
tn  a  word,  was  cured. 

["Another  case  was  that  of  a  young  lady  affected  with 
phthisis :] 

"  Iron,  with  opium  was  prescribed ;  but  it  increased  tho 
-cough,  and  brought  on  obslmate  constipation.  Syrup  of  tfaa 
Phosphate  of  Mancanese  was  then  given,  with  Coo-'Iiver  Oil:; 
the  latter  being  added  rather  to  prevent  the  contact  of  air 
"withithe  Manganese,  than  from  any  expectation  of  its  prodncing 
j[ood«efiect8.  The  constipation  ceased  ;  and  the  cough  be^ 
came  more  bearable,  and  ceased  in  a  fortnight.  Thepatielit 
then  tbegan  to  recover  etnhonvotru.  A  month  afler  -iBa 
knudkles  assume^l  a  very  remarkable  brick-red  color,  wlnck 
has  continued  up  to  the  present  time — a  period  of  nearly  a 
vear  and  a-half.  This  patient  took  three  gros  (216  grains)  of 
Phosphate  of  Manganese^  in  doses  of  three  grains  daily. 
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"  Madame  R.  was  aiFeL-teil  with  fi  cancer  of  ihe  ulcrua. 
She  complained  of  remiitcnt  pain  in  ihe  liypogastrie  region, 
and  suffered  much  while  at  sluol.  In  ihe  eveoing,  slie  was 
Iroubled  with  severe  lancinating  p^ns,  which  often  con- 
tinued through  the  night.  She  was  excessively  weak,  and 
of  a  pa'e  yellow  hue.  She  was  troubled  with  palpitation, 
and  a  bruit  was  heard  in  the  carotid.  The  feet  frequently 
swelled.  Syrup  of  the  Iodide  of  Manganese  was  given  with 
syrup  of  Horse-Radish,  fiir  several  months.  The  pains  did 
not  leave  her,  but  lheana;mic  appearance  completely  disap-  , 
peared.  To  calm  the  pains,  Opium,  with  exiraa  of  Hem- 
lock, was  prescribed  ;  and  the  patient  became  apparenily 
cured. 

"  Mademoiselle  M.,  aged  14,  of  a  scrofuloua  constitution, 
had  gliindular  enlargements  in  the  neck,  ulceration  of  the 
transparent  cornea  of  ibe  left  eye,  and  caries  of  the  first  pha- 
langeal bone  of  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand.  Being  the 
daughter  of  a  peasant,  she  had  lived  exclusively  on  vegetable 
food;  but  was  ordared  to  take  meet  and  to  drink  beer,  ftynip 
of  the  Iodide  of  Maneanese  was  given  in  doses  of  a  spoonful 
nvn  or  three  titnes  a-day.  Under  the  influence  of  this,  and 
her  improved  diet,  she  became  less  lean  ;  eoon  aAer.  the  cor- 
nea regained  its  transparency,  having  been  washed  with  a  lo- 
tion containing  gr.  ss.  of  Nitrate  of  silver,  to  an  ounce  of  Dis- 
tilled Water.  The  suppuration  of  the  carious  bone  ceased, 
and  the  finger  was  cured. 

M.  G.  B-,  aged  38,  bad  been  treated  wliii  mercury  for  some 
years,  for  constitutional  Syphilis.  The  hones  were  sound  ; 
the  skin  was  afiected  with  all  kinds  of  eruption  ;  the  tongue 
bad  long  been  the  seat  of  an  ob.ninate  tumour;  and  there 
were  Syphilitic  Opthalmia  and  iritis.  Fumigation  and  Io- 
dide of  Potassium  were  persevered  in  for  Eeveral  months,  but 
without  effect.  Iodide  of  Manganese  was  then  given,  with 
syrup  of  Sarsaparilla ;  and  in  a  month  the  patietit  was  com- 
pletely healed.  He  was  directed  to  continue  the  use  of  the 
Maganese ;  and,  as  be  baa  not  since  applied  for  relief,  it  is 
probable  that  be  has  bad  no  relapse." 

In  the  same  Number  is  an  account  of  tbe  use  of  Coffee  ia 
Hooping-Cough.  Sbould  the  remedy  accomplish  what  is 
claimed  for  it,  Ur.  Guyot  will  prove  to  have  made  a  great 
discovery.  ■ 
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I  **  A  child  of  four  years  old,  under  rigid  dietetic  treatment  for 

moasles,  was  seized  with  congestion  of  the  lungs,  against 

■  which  energetic  antiphlogistic   treatment  was  put  in  force. 

'  When  Dr.  Guyot  was  called  in,  death  seemed  linminent  from 

violent  paroxysms  of  cough,  which  induced  such  alarming 
suffocation  and  syncope,  as  to  cau^e  the  patient  to  appear  to 

be  actually  dead.  Some  spoonfuls  of  strong  beef-tea,  with 
some  spoonfuls  of  sweet  and  hot  infusions  of  the  lime-tree, 
were  prescribed.     The  child  passed  the  night  without  faint- 

C  ing.     On  the  following  day,  trie  same  infusions  were  contin- 

ued, and  in  addition,  there  was  given  a  little  bit  of  grilled 
and  finely  minced  mutton,  with  the  view  of  restoring  strength 
as  rapidly  as  possible :  but  a  severe  fit  of  coughing  came  on, 

i!  which,  terminating  in  vomiting,  caused  ejection  of  the  food; 

recourse  was  again  had  to  the  beef-tea,  which  provoked  a 
similar  fit  of  coughing,  and  was  ejected.  In  these  circiim- 
stances,  with  death  apparently  impending,  a  tea-spoonful  of 

^  coffee  was  given  after  each  tea-spoonful  of  beef-tea.     Not 

only  was  the  beef-tea  retained,  but,  to  my  great  surprise, 
the  cough  likewise  ceased.  Two  hours  afterwards,  the  child 
took,  with  relish,  a  little  bit  of  hashed  cutlet,  followed  by  a 
a  tea-spoonful  of  the  coffee  ;  the  food  was  not  ejected,  diges- 
tion went  on  naturally^  the  night  was  passed  in  comfortiUib 
sleep,  there  was  no  more  cough : — and  in  truth,  the  child  was 
saved.  On  the  following  day,  the  treatment  was  continued, 
and  there  was  a  continuance  of  a  like  satisfactory  state.  Oa 
the  third  day,  however,  the  relations  omitted  the  coflfee,  when 

\  the  cough  returned  after  the  first  meal,  with  all  the  charac- 

terestic  violence  of  well- formed  Hooping-Coueh ;  and  this 
state  continued  during  the  day.  On  the  fourth  day,  when  the 
coffee  was  resumed,  the  cough  disappeared.     During  fbrty- 

k,  seven  days  the  coffee  was  persisted  in,  when  the  cure  was 

\  distinctly  complete.     The  little  patient  was  the  only  daugh- 

t  ter  of  M.  Haquin,  a  master  boot-maker  of  Argenteuil. 

*•  This  case  was  furnishingsubject  of  serious  reflection,  when 
Dr.  Guyot  met,  in  a  public  conveyance,  M.  Bouja,  ex-ndtaiy 
of  Franconville.  Ha  told  him  that  he  had  been  obliged  to 
have  double  doors  for  his  study,  to  keep  out  the  terible  and 
incessant  noise  caused  by  his  two  children  with  Hooping- 
Cough. 

'*  Dr.  Guyot  detailed  the  case  above  narrated,  and  he  cured 
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both  his  children  in  four  days  by  means  of  coffee.  Ho  has 
since  tried  the  remedy  successfully  in  above  sixty  cases.  The 
efficacy  of  cofiee  in  Hooping-Cough  seems  to  show  that  the 
seat  oi  the  disease  is  not  m  the  bronchial  tubes  or  larynx,  nor 
in  their  vascular  or  nervous  network,  but  exclusively  in  the  di- 
gestive organs,  and  especially  in  the  pharynx ;  which,  again, 
probably  depends  on  some  special  affection  of  the  stomach." 

TREATMENT  OP   REMITTENT  FEVERS. 

We  observe  that  our  friends  of  the  eastern  cities  are  begin- 
ning to  believe  the  doctrines  so  generally  taught,  and  to  adopt 
the  treatment  so  successfully  practiced  in  the  West  and 
South,  in  Remittent  Fevers. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, Dr.  Isaac  Parish,  an  able  and  distinguished  practitioner 
of  the  city,  remarked  : — 

**  It  is  well  known  that,  within  a  few  years  past,  the  practice 
of  administering  Quinine  in  the  early  stage  of  Malarial  Fe- 
vers of  the  remittent  type,  has  become  quite   prevalent  in 
those  sections  of  the  United  States   where  these  fevers  are 
most  prevalent.     The  idea  is  now  extensively  entertained, 
that  Remittent  and  Intermittent  Fevers  are  essentially  the 
same  disease,  and  that  the  absence  of  intermissions  in  the  for- 
mer, should  not  prevent  the  administration  of  the  remedy 
which  is  found  so  effectual  in  controlling  the  latter.     Hence, 
the  physicians  who  hold  to  this  opinion,  give  Quinine  in  large 
doses,  and  with  a  view  to  its  anti-periodic  qualifies,  io  the 
remissions  of  a  Fever,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  exa- 
cerbrations,  which  are  known  to  occur  at  particular  intervals. 
They  do  not  wait  until  all  febiile  action  has  passed  away,  or 
until   a   crisis  has  occurred    in   the   natural   course   of   the 
Fever,  on  the  fifth,  seventh,  or  ninth  day,  or  even  later,  but 
they  commence  at  the  outset  with  this  potent  remedy,  just  as 
in  the  early  stage  of  a  remittent,  after  a  free  evacuation  of 
the  bowels  by  a  mercurial  cathartic,  and  when   a  distinct 
morning  remission    was    observable,   has   had   the  eflfect  of 
moderating  the  evening  exacerbation,  and  by  continuing  it  a 
few  days,  of  bringing  the  Fever  to  a  rapid  and  favorable 
crisis.     I  have  seldom   given  over  16  or  20  grains   in  the 
remission,  and  in  mild  cases,  have'  found  even  .  less   than 
this  to  answer  the  purpose.    Since  adopting  this  plan  I  have 
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tbey  would  do  if  no  Fever  were  present,  as  UrafflilttoliHfei^' 
sion  of  an  intermittent,  in  both  cases,  they  wbalil,  perhattb 
generally  precede  the  Quinine  by  a  brisk  mcrcarial  catbdruei 
and  then  attack  it  with  Quinine,  in  the  interval  of  the  paittt- 
ysms,  with  a  view  to  cutting  short  the  disease. 

The  results  of  this  practice,  as  reported  to  m  by  tnuttf 
highly  respectable  physicians  of  the  West  and  South',  whoilr 
experience  has  been  ample,  is.  that  remittent  fevers  which, 
under  the  plan  of  treatqfient  formerly  in  vogue,  were  accus- 
tomed to  run  a  protracted  course,  and  to  assume  a  serioos 
aspect,  are  brought  to  a  rapid  termination,  onconverted,  a6m 
two  or  three  paroxysms,  into  the  intermittent  type,  and  easilj. 
cured.     They  say,  that  so  iar  from  the  Quinine  increasing  tlie 
beat,  thirst,  and  sensorial  disturbances  incident  to  a  fevttr, 
that  it  allays  these,  calms  the  nervous  system,  and  acts  as  a 
diaphoretic.    Now,  it  is  a  point  of  great  practical  intaresi,  tD> 
know  how  far  these  observations  of  our  brethren  in  other  see* 
tions,  correspond  with  experience  here  ;  and  my  object  in  io- 
troducing  the  subject  at  this  time  is  to  ascertain  this. 

For  myself,  I  can  state  that,  in  con;imon  with  most  of 
those  who  hear  me,  I  was  educated  in  the  doctrine,  that  ia 
iremittents,  we  must  be  very  cautious  of  bark  or  Quinine,  whilS' 
the  least  febrile  excitement  is  present. 

The  idea  entertained  here,  by  the  most  eminent  medical 
teachers,  when  I  was  a  student,  was,  that  in  remiuent,  the 
febrile  excitement  must  be  reduced  by  the  lancet  and  brisk 
purgation  during  the  early  stages,  and  that  tonics  were  oulh 
to  be  given  after  the  decline  of  the  fever.  Even  my  exce^ 
lent  father,  who,  as  is  well  known  by  many  here,  was  mora 
favorable  to  the  use  of  tonics  and  supporting  treatment  in  Fe« 
yer  than  most  of  his  contemporaries,  taught  in  his  lectureSi 
that  bark  and  Quinine  were  not  to  be  given  until  the  cleaning 
of  the  tongue,  or  the  occurrence  of  critical  sweatSi  indicated 
the  approach  of  convalescence ;  except  in  cases  where  ma- 
lignaut  symptpns  were  developed,  or  where  unusual  evideoce 
ot  prostration  existed, — and  then  the  article  was  given  mors 
for  its  general  tonic  properties,  than  with  any  prospect  of 
cutting  short  the  fever. 

Within  the  past  few  years,  however,  from  the  large  amount 
of  testimony  to  the  value  of  Quinine  in  the  early  stages  of 
remittent,  which  has  reached  us  through  the  medical  joumats, 
I  have  been  induced  to  pursue  this  course,  and  have  reason  to 
be  well  satisfied  with  it.    I  have  found  that  Quiaine,  given 


not  seen  any  cases  of  protracted  remitlentf  running  on  for 
three  or  £bar  weeksi  and  attended  i?vith  tympanitis,  subsultus 
tendioura,  low  delirium,  hemorrhage  from'  the  bowels,  &c. 
Whether  this  fortunate  exemption  is  attributable  to  the  mode 
of  treatment  adoptedf  or  to  a  idi^inished  liability  m  our  Fe- 
vers  of  late  years  to  assume  this  form,  I  cannot  positively 
say  ;  though  I  am  iqcliined  think  that  the  old  plan  ot  delaying 
the  use  of  tonics,  may  have  contributed  to  the  production  of 
these  prolonged  ^ses* 

If  the  practice  recently  introduced  by  the  practitioners  of  *^ 
the  South  and  West,  in  tlie  treatment  of  Malarial  Fevers,  be 
confirmed  by  experience,  and  established  as  sound,  ii  rous.t 
be  admitted  that  a  great  step  has  been  taken  in  practical 
medicine ;  diseasest  once  the  dread  of  the  inhabitants  of  ^ 
larfi[e  sections  of  our  country,  will  be  divested  of  much  of 
their  virulence,  and  be  brought  under  the  control  of  reqiedicd 
measures,  while  on  science  will  have  achieved  a  grand  tri- 
umph.— Med»  Examiner* 

Surgery. — An  ialeresting  case  has  occurred  in  the  bands  of 
Prof.  Hamilton,  of  Buflfalo.  A  woman  lost  a  phalanx  of  her 
thumb,  from  necrosis.  Prof.  H.  applied  a  roller,  and  had  « 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  new  phalanx  formed*  Thist 
though  a  frequent  occurrence  in  the  Crustacea  tribe,  is  cer* 
tainly  very  rare  in  the  human  being.  M. 
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Part  4.— SeUction0»  '  ' 

ARTICLE  I. 

Tubercular  Exudatioti  into  the  Luhgs  {Phthisis  Pulmonalis)'^ 
Diseased  Aortic  Valves — Musical  Heart- Sounds — Ulceration 
i?i  the  Lungs  checked  by  Cod-Liver  Oil, 

J.  H.  Bennett,  Prof,  of  Institutes  of  Medicine,  Edinburgh) 
relates,  in  a  clinical  lecture,  published  in  the  Monthly  Jour- 
nal of  Medical  Science,  Feb.,  1S50,  the  following  interesting 
case :  Patrick  Barclay,  aet.  15,  admitted  June  25tb,  1S49. 
His  previous  history  indicated  that  he  had  been  of  scrofulous 
habit  from  infancy.  He  had  attended  school  regularly  until 
a  week  ago,  but  could  not  take  much  exercise  on  account  of 
a  sore  leg,  which  originated  twelve  months  previously,  in  a 
fall.  His  diet  has,  for  u  long  time,  been  very  poor.  On  the 
18th,  he  was  attacked  with  cough,  and  this  has  continued  till 
admission.  He  also  complains  of  dyspnoea,  on  exertion;  On 
admission  he  is  excessively  emaciated.  He  complains  of 
cough,  which  is  sometimes  very  prolonged,  but  has  no  pain 
nor  difficulty  of  breathing.  The  chest  expands  well  on  in- 
spiration. Cough  caaily  excited,  and  occasionally  severe. 
Sputa  viscid,  frothy,  and  tinged  with  blood.  On  percussion, 
there  is  great  dullness  on  the  right  side,  especially  under  the 
clavicle  ;  tlie  left  side  is  also  dull  to  a  slight  extent.  On  aus- 
cultation, distinct  bronchophony,  loud  friction  rale,  and  mucous 
rale,  approaching  cavernous,  are  heard  in  the  upper  right  side, 
in  front ;  and  these  become  more  faint  towards  the  lower  part 
of  the  lung.  On  the  \vl\  side,  friction  rales  are  also  heard  in 
the  upper  part  in  front.  Behind,  on  the  right  side,  vocal  re- 
sonance, not  so  distinct,  but  rales  the  same  as  in  front.  I^ulsc 
114,  strong  and  sharp.  The  heart's  apex  beats  below  ^xth 
rib  ;  impulse  increased,  but  percussion  does  not  indicate  late- 
ral expimsion.  On  auscultation,  a  chirping  musical  murmur 
is  heard  over  the  apex  of  the  heart,  at  the  end  of  the  first 
sound.  This  murmur  becomes  much  more  faint  towards  the 
base.  To  the  left  of  the  manubrium  of  the  sternum,  a  licl- 
lows  murmur  takes  the  place  of  the  second  sound.     This 
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murmur  is  q«ile  coiicealeil  by  loud  friction  rales,  when  respi- 
ralion  is  going  on,  but  is  iraineclialely  perceived  when  the  pa- 
tient holda  his  breath.  Tongue  slightly  furred  ;  appetite  good  ; 
some  thirst.  BoneU  regular;  urine  natural.  &p  gr  lOSO  ;^ 
not  cnagulable.  The  chest,  face,  and  iirma  are  eoVered  with 
an  eruption  of  purigo,  which  he  has  had  several  times.  On 
the  riglit  thigh,  towards  the  lower  part,  theie  are  several  cic- 
atrices and  three  sinuses,  whith  communicate  with  dead  boae. 
Is  much  troubled  with  sweating,  which  at  night  is  very  pro- 
fuse. To  have  gotnl  diet,  with  sweet  milk,  morniDg,  and 
■  evening,  and  a  dessert-spooofol  of  Cod-Liver  Oil  three  times 
a-day.  B-  Mist,  scillte  fiv;  tincl.  opii  ammon.  Iss;  aquse 
font.  lij.  M.  Half-an-ounce,  three  times  a-day.  SOtb,  Fric- 
tion rale  less.  Gurgling  rale,  on  right  side.  Upper  part  of 
chest  to  be  rubbed  wilh  tartar  emetic  ointment.  July  ad. 
Chirping  murmur  has  become  faint,  and  occasionally  is  man- 
dible. Has  vomited  his  food  several  times.  Napth£e  3is3,  to 
be  added  to  mixtore:  to  have  beer  for  drink.  6th.  Chirp- 
ing murmur  quite  gone.  8th.  Chirping  murmur  retumea. 
Cough  severe — causing  vomiting.  Eruption,  brought  out  by 
ointment,  painful.  Omit  the  ointment,  and  mixture.  R. ' 
Pulv.  iragacQlh.  co.  3i;  napthic  medic.  3i ;  sol.  mur.  morph. 
iij  ;  syrup  auranlii  Jss  ;  mist.  sciIL-e  3v.  M.  A  table-spoonful 
thrice  a  day.  3l8t.  A  selon  was  introduced  beneath  the 
right  clavicle.  Still  vomits  In  the  mornitig,  but  takes  food 
and  medicine  better.  August  6th.  The  expiratory  mjrmtirs 
under  right  clavicle  are  now  quite  dry.  Vomiting  is  dimin- 
ished. Omit  the  mixture.  If.  Fern  citrat  Sss.  j  tinct.  au- 
rantii  el  syrupi,  aa  5ss ;  infus.  columbce  vi.  M.  A  table- 
spoonful  three  times  a-day.  12ih.  The  seton  discharges 
freely,  causing  great  irritation,  and  is  to  be  withdrawn  Sept. 
7lb.  Appearance  of  patient  much  improved.  Sounds  of 
cavity  in  chest  continue  dry.  Takes  now  again  a  table-spoon- 
ful of  the  Oil  three  times  a-day.  Oct.  2S[h.  Musical  murmur 
has  entirely  disappeared.  He  is  becoming  quite  fat,  and  is 
able  to  go  about  the  ward  all  day.  Complains  only  of  slight 
cough  at  night,  and  palpitation  on  exertion.  The  right  inira- 
cleviclar  region  is  becoming  flat.  Omit  the  mixture,  and  also 
the  Cod-Liver  Oil.  Nov.  ISlh.  Cough  has  returned  with 
slight  mucous  expectoration;  and,  oo  auscultation,  mucous 
and  sibilant  relea  are  heard  over  the  chest.  Ordered  to  rs- 
commence  the  Oil.  B^.  Mist  scillce  3vss ;  vini  ipecac.  3ij ; 
sot.  mur.  morph.,  3i.    M.  A  table-spoonful  three  times  a-day. 
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From  tbis  time  lie  tmpiAlj  itnprdreid.  T^^0itf  htiKMHIb 
perfeetfully  dry,  and  <i«spiration  twerit  was  ^KIMIpAiii^  ^ 
Jolowing  mvrmttrs.  <>ougb  utid  expectoration  iJiMtljf  Aiakh 
isfaed.  His  •:general  appearance  is  lieakfayt  v«nd-^  isn^cny 
4itout.  Oa^an.  ISth,  xt  is  noted  tbat,'on  pefcdjunao,  a  db- 
tinct  sound  iis  beard  in  l^e  right  iiifm^layieular'i«|[toD,aail 
iaintiy  ^dso'on  the  left  ^side.  On  axfscakatioa,  the  faeai^ 
soundis  aiie  loud  all  orer  the  ^best,  the  -second  aodiid  boH^ 
accompanied  witha  distinct  bellows  fnarmur.  ^M^ilaeal  tti»f^ 
mur  bas  never  returned.  Tbere  are  bnoncopbony  and  |MO- 
leaged  expiration  in  !the  'ligbt  infra^okiyicular  tregioa*  bafM 
AMMSt  sounds.  Sleeps  weU,  and  is  rery  liuie :  troiA)led  ^^mA 
oougb.  'Does  ndt  « west ;  is  very  fat ;  appedte  igood.  TMb 
'lx>yf  as  faT'ils  all  ^|oneral  symptoms  ate  Gottceimd,  ^aay^be 
fogaitled  as  having  been  in  good  beaUi  finr  the  last  twa 
jnontbs* 

This  case  (ifferA  a  good  instance  of  the  adraatagtt  t>f  O^ 
Liver  Oil.  On  admission,  he  presemed  the  wastii^  charae^ 
t6ristics  of  Pbtbis  in  its  IdSt  stage.  Tiie  efiaaeialkm  was  eoD- 
streme.  The  cough  and  sweating  most  dtstressing;  and^ 
^ysical  signs  demonstrated  a  cavity  as  large  as  the  fistt  ia 
the  right  lui^/  Under  tibe  nose  of  the  Oil,  iiis  strength  rallied. 
:A^fter  a  time,  it  was  giren  op,  on  iwcoont  of  his  beootatngao 
fat.  Gurgling  •r41es,aadi  <itber  signs  iOf  exndatioot  boweetki, 
4iBce  more  beoame  apparent,  and  again  disappeared  when  dn 
«se4»f  the  Oil  ^wae  resumed*  He  has  ooniinued  to  take  it 
ever  siace,  aed  the  cavity  is  evidently  contractitig[.  With  She 
exception  of  vely  slight  cough,  and  ezpectoratioa  m^lhe  4MiB» 
iag  only,  be  ro^  be  considered  as  enjoying  Jgoad  genenl 
Maiifa*  The  sequelof  this  case  will  be  given<«i«  ftiAiim« 
•aasian.  ^-^Amitm  J(mr.  - Mtd^  ScUnoe. 


I»*    ••  hi 


■Mtiieal  Oonventicm  Jbr  Revising  the  T^rmMoprnki;  if 
Ifte  lUnUei  States. 


The  fourtl^  decenial  convention  for  revising  the  ^„.. 

pceia  of  the^tTnited  States  met  at  Washiogtcm  on  Mcmim^ 
the  6th  instant.  The  following  •  delegates  were  proe— t^4hs 
■CMventien :— 
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From  Rbode  Island  Medical  Society,  Dr.  Joseph  Mauran. 

From  GeoPva  Medical  College,  Dr.  James  Bryan. 

From  the  Gnll^ge  of  Piiarmacy  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
Messrs.  John  Milhau  and  George  D.  Coggeshall. 

From  the  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  Drs.  Lewis  Con- 
diet  and  Wm.  A.  Newel. 

From  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  Drs.  Jo- 
seph Carson,  Henry  Bond,  and  Praneis  West. 

From  the  UaiTOrsily  of  ■PenftflyltanU,  Dr.  George  B. 
Wood  and  JaiBes^B-'IUgerB. 

From  the  Jefferson  Medical  Ot^g^'of  Pjiitadtelpbia,  >Dr. 
Franklin  Ba^he. 

From  the  Medical  ^Faculty  of  the  Peimsylvasia^Coltegs, 
Dr.  H.  S.  Patterson. 

From  the  Medioo-Chifurgical  College  of  Phikdelj^hia,  Dr. 
Clinton  G.  Slees. 

From  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Phemiecy,  Messrs  D. 
B.  Smith,  Charles  Ellis,  and  Wm.  Proctor,  Jr. 

From  theMndfcal  Society  of  Delaware,  Drs.  Isaac  Jump 
and  J.  W.  ThotiiBWi. 

From  the  Medidal  and  Chtrutvieal  Faculty  of  Maiyltad. 
Drs.  David  StewaH  and-Joafaua  I.  Oohen. 

From  the  Medical  Society  of  the  District -of  OoluB^ia, 
Drs.  J.  C.  Hall  and  Harvey  Lindsly. 

EitHn  the  Nstiatial  Medicftl  College  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, Drs.  Joshua  Riley,  Thomas  Miller,  and  Edwavd 

>F0F«IMD. 

From  the  Medical  Department  of  the  National  Institute, 
D.  C,  Drs.  Jiis.  Wynne  and  8.  D.  Gale. 

From  the  Georgetown  Medical  College,  Dr.  F.  Howard. 

And  from  the  Rush  Medical  College,  Illinois,  Dr.  G.  N. 
Filch. 

The  creileniials  of  delegnlea  from  the  New  Hampshire 
Medical  Institution,  the  University  nf  Buffalo,  the  Medical  De- 
parlment  of  Hampden  Sidney  College,  the  Medical  Society 
of  South  Carolina,  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  the  Cincin- 
nati College  of  Pharmacy,  the  Missouri  Medical  Society,  and 
ihe  Medical  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Iowa,  were  pre- 
penied  by  the  Vice  President  of  the  Convention  of  1840;  but 
these  delegates  did  not  make  their  appearance  during  the 
aesnoa  o^  the  Couventioi]. 

A  teofi^m*^  oi^^iMlKm  WRS^fecMdfty  c^egO^r.lMmis 
Condict,  President  of  the  Conveation  of  1640,  to  lftfr^>^Mir, 
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and  appointing  Dr.  Harvey  Lindslv,  Secretary.  ^A  commif' 
tee  of  nve  was  then  appointed,  consisting  of  Dr,  Bache,  Dr. 
Mauran,  Dr.  Thomson,  Dr.  Miller,  and  Mr.  Coggsball  to 
nominate  permanent  officers  of  the  Convention,  with  instnie- 
iions  to  name  two  Vice  Presidents,  mstead  of  oner  as  had 
been  the  custom  on  former  occasions.  This  conmitlee  re- 
tired, and  atter  a  short  consultation  reported  the  names  of  the 
following  delegates,  viz :  — 

For  President,  Dr.  George  B.  Wood,  of  Pennsylvania. 

For  Vice-Presidents,  Dr.  Joseph  Mauran,  of  Rhode  Islandr 
and  Dr.  D.  Y.  Simons,  South  Carolina. 

For  Secretary,  Dr.  Harvey  Lindsly,  of  the  Distriet  of  Co- 
lumbia :  and  for  Assistant  Secretary,  Dr.  Edward  Foremaor 
of  the  same  place. 

The  nominations  were  con6rmed  by  the  Convenlion,  and 
the  iPresident  took  the  chair. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolvedj  That  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Array,  the 
Chief  of  the  Naval  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and 
such  of  the  members  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  as  might 
be  medical  graduates,  should  be  invited  to  take  seats  in  the 
Convention,  and  participate  in  its  proceedings. 

In  conformity  with  the  directions  of  the  preceding  Conven- 
tion the  Committee  of  Revision  and  Publication,  appointed 
by  that  body,  presented  a  report  of  their  proceedings,  which 
was  accepted. 

The  delegates  of  the  several  medical  bodies  represented  in 
the  Convention  were  then  called  on  for  contributions  towards 
the  revision  of  the  Pharmacepoeia ;  when  leports  were 
handed  in  from  the  delegate  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical 
Society,  from  the  College  of  Pharmacy  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  from  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  from 
the  Fbiladelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  from  the  Medical 
and  Cbirur^cal  Faculty  of  Maryland.  These  were  referred 
to  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Dr.  Bond,  Dr.  Mauran,  Dr.  Co* 
ben.  Dr.  Miller,  and  Mr.  Milhau,  with  directions  to  report  a 
plan  for  the  revision  and  publication  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  f 
after  which  the  Convention  adjourned  to  the  following  day. 

At  the  next  meeting,  on  Tuesday  mominc,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  and  vouchers  pre- 
sented by  the  Committee  of  Revision  and  Publication  of  the 
preceding  Convention,  and  reported  that  they  had  ibttod  ihem 
.  correct. 
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Dr.  Bond,  from  the  committee  to  which  had  been  referred 
the  reports  from  various  medical  bodies  represented  in  the 
Convention,  reported  the  following  resolution:-— 

1.  That  a  Committee  of  Revision  and  Publication,  consist- 
ing of  nine  members,  be  appointed,  to  which  shall  be  referred 
all  communications  offered  to  the  Convention  in  relation  to 
the  revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  that  three  of  this 
committee  shall  form  a  quorum. 

2.  That  the  committee  shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  be  convened  as  soon  as  practicable,  by  the  Chair- 
man. 

3.  That  said  committee  shall  be  authorized  to  publish  the 
work  of  revision,  and  to  take  all  other  measures  which  mav 
be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  views  and  intentions  of  the 
Convention. 

4.  That  the  committee  shall  have  power  to  fill  its  own  va 
cancies. 

5.  That,  after  the  completion  of  its  labors,  the  committee 
shall  submit  a  report  of  its  proceedings  to  the  Secretary  of 
this  Convention,  to  be  laid  before  the  next  Convention. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  the  following  delegates 
appointed  on  the  committee,  viz :  Dr.  Franklin  Bache,  Dr. 
Joseph  Carson, and  Wm.  Proctor,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia;  Dr. 
Joseph  Mauran,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island;  Mr.  John 
Milhau,  of  the  city  of  New  York  ;  Dr.  J.  W.  Thomson,  of 
Wilmington,  Delaware  ;  Dr.  David  Stewart,  of  Baltimore ; 
Dr.  Joshua  Riley,  of  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  Dr.  G. 
N.  Fitch,  of  Logansport,  Indiana. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  President  of  the  Convention  be 
added  to  the  above  committee,  and  serve  as  its  Chairman. 

In  reference  to  the  manner  of  calling,  and  the  mode  of 
constituting  the  next  decennial  Convention,  to  meet  in  the 
year  1860,  it  was 

Resolvedf  That  the  regulations  in  reference  to  the  present 
Convention,  adopted  by  that  in  the  year  1840,  and  published 
in  the  last  edition  of  Pharmacopoeia,  should  be  adopted,  with 
the  necessary  modifications  in  relation  to  the  dates ;  the  da; 
o(  mef^tmg  being  changed  from  the  first  Monday  to  the  firaC 
Wednesday  in  May. 

A  letter  was  read,  inviting  the  members  of  the  Convention 
io  a  dinner  to  be  given  at  the  National  Hotel,  by  the  medical 
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gentlemen  of  Wdshingtoo.  The  in%-italiim  wan  accepted, 
aod  the  thanks  of  the  UonventioQ  voted  totbegendemaD  i^ 
ferred  to  for  their  hospitality* 

The  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  also  unaiiiinottsly,  voted 
to  Dr.  Lewis  Gondict,  President  of  the  last  Conventioni  for 
valuable  services  ;  and  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city; 
of  Washington,  for  their  courtesy  in  offering  their  ball  for  the 
sittings  of  this  Convention. 

The  Convention  then  ac^ourned. 

After  the  adjournment,  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Chapman,  one  of  the 
delegates  from  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy,  arriving 
in  Washington,  stated  to  the  Secretary  his  concurrence  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  convention. 

HARVEY  LINDSLY,  M.  D.. 

Secretary  of  the  Conventiaa. 

Washington,  May  9th,  1850. 


Rctdical  Cure  of  Corns. — In  the  numberiof  L'Aheille  Medf-> 
cale  of  the  16th  April,  M;  B.  Matton,  proposes  a  mode  of 
curing  corns,  without  a  resort  to  cutting  instruments.  He  ad- 
vises that  the  feet  be  soaked  in  water  for  a  short  time,  and  the 
most  projecting  part  of  the  corn  be  taken  off  with  a  penknife, 
or  with  the  fingers  ;  a  stick  of  Nitrate  of  Silver  moistened  at 
the  free  extremity  is  then  to  be  pressed  slightly  over  the 
whole  surface  of  hardened  cuticle,  and  even  a  little  bevond 
on  the  sound  skin.  The  part  to  which  the  caustic  is  applied, 
should  then  be  well  dried,  and  let  alone  for  ten  days.  A 
very  slight  and  hardly  perceptible  vestication  takes  place, 
which,  however,  is  soon  absorbed.  At  the  end  of  eight  or 
ten  days,  by  makine  some  slight  tractions  with  the  fingers, 
or  a  pair  of  dissecting  forceps,  from  the  circumference  to  the 
centre  of  the  eschar,  we  may  remove,  without  the  slightest 
pain,  the  hardened  epidermis,  so  completely  as  to  leave  no 
trace  behind.  Mi  Matton  pledges  himself  that  those  who 
try  his  plan  will.be  certainly  and  radically  cured. — Southern 
Med.  Jour* 
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New  Adhesive  Agent. — M.  Mellez,  in  an  article  published 
in  the  Bulletin  de  Tnerapeutique,  of  March  30th,  recommends 
very  strongly  an  acH^slve' pn5{mr£Ltioii  madf  of  Shell  lac  dis- 
solved in  alcohol  by  the  use  of  a  moderate  heat.  The  rela- 
tive quantities  of  the  artiolos.  ahould'be  sufficient  to  give  the 
preparation  the  consistence  of  jelly  or  something  approaching 
to  it.  It  should  be'kept  in  a  broad-mouthen^  bottle,  corked  to 
prevent  desiceation..  When  wanted  for  use,  it  is  to  be  spi^ead 
upon  strips  of  cloth,  of;  suitable  aize  and  form.  Ml  Mellez 
^enumerates  its  m«its,  contraction  dliring  its  evaporation  ;  im- 
permeability ta  aur;*  absence  ofi  all'  irtUifimt  action  oar  tkim 
<woupd  or  skin ;  iotinHite  adherencato  the  skin  ;,  rAsi^taMOitor 
the  action  of  wMer#  greaay  n)?itters,.o»  the  seoretions;  from 
the  wound  ;  and  absence  of  any  need  qf  heat.  In,  all  these 
respects  he  asserts  that  it  is  superior  to  the  collodion.  It  d'oea^ 
not  dry  quite  so  quickly  aS)  the  llattBr  artiqle^  but  it  dries  with* 
sufficient  rapidity  to  lavokl  an^  tax  upon  the  padenc&ofi  tiie 
surgeon.  It  dQ«es  not  require  tbatt  the  parta  to  which  it  ifli  to 
be  applied  should,  be  so  thoroughly  daed  asr  does  the  coUok 
dion.  It  is  al6o  a  m«ch  cheaper  article.  He  assertSL  tbfl^ 
from  his  observation  be  feels  authorised  to  state  that  it  lis  Hie 
most  reliable  and  e^uayto^maoage  oil  all  the  adhesive  agenlsiy. 
that  its  agglatinaiive  pow^r  resista  the  aqtioaof  liq\iidi»  aodf 
the  moderate  movements  of  patientSj  even,  when  its  applicar 
tion  lasts  for  weeks  ;  that  in  drying  it  approximates  the  edges 
of  the  wound  saboritted  to  its  action ;  that  the  short  titne 
which  elapses  before  the  wound  begins  to  cicatriee  give# 
ground  for  a  suspicion  that  it  does,  some^hingt  more,  tlian 
afford  a  mechanical  protection  ;  and  that  in  the  trisatment^of 
fractures,  especially  such  a^  arei  complicated  with  wounds,  it 
.is  in  every  respect  preferable  to  dextrine.— iBiii 
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ARTICLE  I. 

AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION^ 

Having  attended  the  late  meeting  of  this  annual  convoca- 
tion of  representatives  of  the  medical  profession  ki  the 
United  States,  at  Cincinnati,  although  not  as  delegate  from  our 
readers,  but  of  the  "  Chicago  Medical  Society,"  we  notwith- 
standing feel  an  obHgation  resting  upon  us  to  give  them  a 
pretty  full  account  of  the  doings  of  that  important  and  dis- 
tinguished body,  supposing  that  it  will  be  as  interestii^  ta 
tbem  as  anything  we  can  lay  before  them  at  this  time. 

The  Association  n^t  in  the  spacious  hall  of  Cincinnati  Col- 
lege, at  10}  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  7th  of  May,  the  President, 
Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  of  Boston,  in  the  Chair,  who  opened  the 
session  by  an  address,  after  hearing  a  report  of  those  mem- 
bers who  had  presented  their  credentials  and  registered  their 
names,  from  the  Committee  of  Arrangements.  The  number 
of  delegates  in  attendance  during  the  session  was  near  three 
hundred. 

Dr.  Brainard,  of  v^hicago,  moved  that  members  by  invita- 
ion,  be  now  proposed  ^and  received,  that  they  may  partici- 
pate in  the  oi^anization  of  the  Association ;  upon  which  an 
animated  discussion  arose,  and  the  matter  was,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  White,  of  Buffalo,  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Watson,  of  N.  Y.,  the  delegates  from 
the  several  States  represented  were  directed  to  select  one  of 
their  number  to  act  on  a  committee  to  nominate  officers  for 
the  Association. 

The  committee  thus  chosen  consisted  of  Drs.  N.  Sanbonit 
of  N.  H.,  E.  Fowler,  of  R.  L,  W.  Hooker,  of  Conn.,  C.  Jew- 
ett,  of  Vt.,  E.  Reynolds,  of  Mass.,  T.  W.  Blatchford,  of  N. 
Y.,|2£.  Fithian,  of  N.  J.,  C«  Morris,  of  Penna.,  I..  Couper,  of 
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Del,  S.  P.  Smith,  of  Md„  G.  L.  Corbin,  of  Va.,  W.  A.  Nor- 
wood,  of  N.  C,  H.  R.  Frost,  of  S.  C,  P.  F.  Eve,  of  Ga.,  W. 
B.  Johnson,  of  Ala.,  B.  Bowler,  of  La.,  N.  F.  Thomas,  of 
Tenn.,  E.  Q.  Blackburn,  of  Ky.,  G.  W.  Boerstler,  of  O.,  A. 
B.  Palmar,  of  Mich.,  H.  G.  Sexton,  of  Ind.,  J.  Evans,  of 
Ills.,  W.  M.  McPheters,  of  Mo.,  S.  G.  Armor,  of  Iowa,  and 
J.  Parker,  of  Wi«.,  showing  that  twenty-five  States  were  rep- 
resented. 

The  members  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  ap- 
pointed last  year,  and  Dr.  C.  Caldwell,  of  Ky.,  were  elected 
permanent  members. 

Afternoon  Session. —  The  Committee  on  Publication  sub- 
mitted their  report,  with  a  series  of  resolutions  making  the 
assessment  and  the  price  of  the  "  Transactions"  the  same  as 
last  year,  and  requiring  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  commit- 
tees to  be  handed  to  the  Secretary  immediately  after  being 
read,  transcribed  in  a  plain  and  legible  hand,  which  were 
adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Higiene  after  being  partly 
read,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  as  officers  for  the 
present  year,  ' 

President. — R.  D.  Mussey,  of  Ohio. 

Vice-Presidents. 

1st.  J.  B.  Johnson,  of  Missouri. 

2d.  A.  Lopez,  of  Alabama, 

dd.  Daniel  Brainard,  of  Illinois. 

4th.  G.  W.  Norris,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Secretaries. — A.  Stille  of  Pennsylvania,  and  H.  W.  De 
Saussure,  of  South  Carolina. 

Treasurer. — Isaac  Hays,  of  Pennsylvania. 

After  some  discussion  and  various  motions,  the  report  waa 
adopted,  and  the  nomineefl  declared  to  be  elected. 


The  foUowipg  i^splutionsi  offered  by*  Dr..  QawHlcbi.  ofc 
M«88achuBettSi.w0re  unttnifnously  adoptejdr:-^ 

Rciolvtdf  That  the  Aooericari  Medical  Af smia^Qr  bff 
i^arnedwiith  deep  regret  of  the  death  of  Prof.  Hacriseoi  theif) 
laiie  V'ice-Piiesidenti.andi  they,  hereby  wish  to  expre39/t belli 
high  sense  of  the  virtues^  taleatSt.aad  prpfessionali merit Qt 
their  distinguished  associate. 

Resolvedt.  That  in  dying,  as  he  did«  while  engaged,! ii.niHi« 
iateriog  to  the  wants,  ai>d. relieving; the sufTeriogs  of.hiA  fellow* 
citizens,  this  Association  recognizes  in  him,  a  noble  examplay 
of,  professional  self-sacrifice. 

Resolved^  That  the  warmest  sympathies  of  thja  Associa- 
tion are  hereby  most  respectfully  tendered  to  the  family  of' 
their  honored. and  deceased  associate. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stille,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  properly  authenticated. copy  of  the  reso- 
lutions be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  Dr.  Harrison. 

The  newly  elected  officers  were  conducted  to  their  stations 
by  an  appropriate  committee,  when  the  President,  in  a  f&w 
brief  and  pertinent  remarks,  returned  thanks  for  the  honor 
conferred  upon  him. 

The  committee  on  members  by  invitation,  reported,  and. 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  :  — 

Renolvedy  That  all  those  gentlemen  who  have  been  nomiaa- 
ted  to  the  Association  be  admitted  as  members  by  invitation. 

Dr.  Hooker,  of  Conn.,  moved  the  following:  — 

Resolvedy  That  the  section  in  the  Constitution  relating  to 
members  by  invitation  be  repealed  ;  which. lies  over,  accord- 
ing to  rule,  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association. 

Dr.  Blatchford,  of  New.  York,  presented  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  education,  which  he  requested  might  be  read' 
by  the  Secretary^  asthe  chairman  of  the  committee  wae  ab- 
a^t*    ThQ  Secretary,  read: the  report. 

Dr.  Blatcbford  oflferedt  tber  following-  preamble >an4 tropelHi 
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lions,  prefacingithem  with  the  remarks^  that  alifaougb  a  mem- 
ber of  the  coiDOiittee,  he  had  never  seeavtheT^cut  uatil  late 
OB  th#  prepedii^g  e;vening,  9ndi  thiU  he  difi^c^lqd  i^Un^^r 
&9m  the  opimooait  expressed. 

fVherea^f  This.  Association  has  learat  through  its  severalf 
committees,  appointed  from  year  to  year  to  examine  into  tbe^, 
state  of  medical  edacation  in  our  CQuntryi  tbat^many  of  the 
medical  colleges,  invested  hy  law  with  t  the  power  of,  grantt^ 
ing  degrees,  still'  coi^inu^  a  system  of  instruction  wluofa  we 
cannot  but  regard  a^  defective,  both  in  the  time  aUotled  tPf 
the  delivery  of  lectures,  in  the  attention  paid  to  practical? 
anatomy  I  in  the  faoilities.  aflbrded  for  clinical  inSitruGtion,  and 
in  the  low  standardiof  the  reqvRrenaei^ts  for  a  degree ;  itbereAne^ 

Resolvedf  That  this  Association  reiterates  tits  farmer  recom-* 
niendations/uponithaserppintSft  and  woald  ucga  upon  tbiS  medi- 
o«l  colleges  to  contioup  their.eSbrtS' to  eldv>ale^ tba<8iandarcl ol) 
merlical  eduaation,  by  adopting  sucfa^  cbanfges^in  thmr  CQurs<^t; 
of  instruction  as  sfaa^  satiny  the  jijistr  aodnsason^Ue  desiiQiGi^ 
of  the  profession. 

Resolvedi  That  the  thanks ^of  the.  American  Medicsd  Alsso- 
ciation  are  due  to  the  Facoliies  ofl  the  rUniversity  of  Fennsyl-* 
vaniaand  of  the  College  of  Physicimd  and  Surgeons  of  New? 
Yorkk  and  all  other  institutions  which  may  haveiconformed :to> 
our  recommendations,  for  tbeir  prompt  response  to  the  receia- 
mendations  of  the  A^sociatipu  fori  tho  improvement  of  medi^ 
oal  education* 

Dr«  Roberts,  also  ar  meoiber'  of  the  >  oommiuee^  di^senledj 
from  the  report,  and  said  he  ha<l  not  seen  it  luHiltbepreom^ 
ding  evening* 

Dr.  Stille  stated  that  the  G6Ueg^r  of.  Bbarn&aoy  oT  NtiW) 
York  and  Philadelpbia  were  in  active  op)erati6n,.atia;correo^ 
tion  to  the  report. 

Dn  Parish,  of  Philadelphia^  addressed  the  asso^^alion^tinaa^ 
aUe  manner  and  at  lengfthi  in  ^opposition!  to  tbe-yt^vis  off  ilfm> 
neport.* 


"    ■• 
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After  the  offering  and  withdrawal  of  several  mottoast  it  wMt 
on  motion  of  Dr.  Stijle  I 

Resolved^  That  the  re;^ort  of  the  chairman  of  the  oonEimii^^ 
tee  on  medical  education  be  recommitted  for  correction  as H^ 
matters  of  fact,  and  then  handed  to  the  committee  of  publi- 
cation. 

Resolved^  That  the  resolutions  of  Dr.  Blatchford  be  made 
the  special  order  for  the  meeting  of  this  afternoon. 

The  nominating  committe  were  instructed  to  report  coni^ 
mittees  and  select  a  site  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Associaiif 
tion*  .  ! 

A/iemoon  Session. — Dr.  Johnson,  Vice-President,  in  iha 
chair.  The  consideration  of  Dr.  Blatchford's  resolutions  bo« 
*ag  the  order  of  the  day. 

Dr.  Annan,  of  Ky.,  had  in  the  forenoon  observed  that  k» 
bad  been  a  member  of  the  first  convention,  and  was  there  humili*^^ 
atedby  the  silence  of  the  professors.  The  cry  was  **j>ecat7i>*?' 
^^Orapro  nobis"  He  would  defend  them  from  the  ungraunde4' 
charges  made.    He  now  proceeded  and  said  :  ~ 

The  recommendations  of  the  Association  could  not  be  car^ 
ried  out.  The  material  did  not  exist.  Young  men  with  the 
requisite  qualifications,  and  in  numbers  to  supply  the  demandf 
could  not  be  found  who  would  enter  the  schools.  We  must 
take  what  we  have  or  none.  Even  in  the  great  cities  this  was 
the  case.  The  gentlemen,  members  of  the  Associationy  event 
who  received  these  men  into  their  offices,  took  their  feesi  and' 
then  sent  them  to  the  schools,  were  primarily  to  blame  for 
their  inadequate  qualifications.  Furthermore,  he  denied  tbe' 
vaunted  superiority  of  graduates  of  those  schools  which  had' 
complied  with  the  recommendations,  over  those  of  schools 
who  had  not.  The  reason  why  the  western  schools  had  wd 
complied  with  the  recommendations  was,  that  they  had  ndt' 
deemed  them  practicable,  however  reasonable  they  mi^ 
seem.  They  deemed  a  course  of  lectures^^of  four  months 
duration,  sufficient,  if  properly  condensed.    In  the  secoili 
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place,  students  had  not  the  means  even  for  attending  four 
months;  and,  as  medicine  was  free,  they  would  go  where  they 
should  not  exceed  their  means,  or  they  would  be  driven  to 
practise  without  the  advantage  of  hearing  a  course  of  lectures* 
Unquestionably,  practical  anatomy  was  important ;  but  this 
was  pursued  as  far  as  the  schools  could  furnish  the  means, 
which,  in  point  of  fact,  considering  the  relative  nuqribers  of 
the  classes,  were  greater  in  Kentucky  than  in  Philadelphia* 
The  clinical  instruction  of  the  Philadelphia  schools,  given  to 
three  or  four  hundred  students,  carried  once  a  week  to  the 
hospitals  in  omnibusses,  he  regarded  as  insignificant  and  com- 
paratively worthless.  He  wondered  that  the  Philadelphia 
professors  did  not  laugh  at  the  figure  they  exhibited  in  their 
dispensary  exhibitions. 

Dr.  Miller,  of  Louisville,  moved  to  add  to  the  first  resolu- 
tion  the  words,  '*  and  urges  upon  the  lay  members  of  the  As- 
sociation to  begin  the  work  of  improvement,  by  their  efforts  to 
raise  the  qualifications  of  candidates  for  matriculation." 

While  he  was  disposed,  experienced  as  he  was,  in  good 
spirit  to  receive  the  homilies  that  were  read  to  him,  he  could 
not,  as  the  discussion  had  turned,  refrain  from  asking,  how 
the  practitioners  performed  their  duty.  In  point  of  fact,  not 
one  in  fifty  in  the  United  States  bestowed  any  adequate  at- 
tention upon  the  business  of  instruction.  The  mass  utterly 
neglected  young  men,  merely  placing  books  in  their  hands, 
indicating  no  order  of  reading  or  of  study,  and  leaving  them 
to  pursue  their  own  course.  If  this  was  not  a  cariccUure^ 
with  what  face,  then,  could  they  spur  on  the  professional 
corps?  They  (the  Professors)  wep\  over  the  inadequate 
preparation  of  young  men  to  receive  professional  training. 
They  could  not  enforce  the  recommendations  of  the  Associa- 
tion. It  was  absurd  for  them  to  set  up  as  school-masters. 
They  were  willing  to  do  all  in  their  power.  Let  the  Associ- 
ciation  do  its  part.    The  duty  was  reciprocal. 

Dr.  Davis  commenced  by  an  allusioo  to  Dr.  Annaa't  com- 
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''p)aint3  that  the  eolltges  had  been  unjustly  accused,  and  in- 
Sleail  of  defending  themaelves  had  Hifckly  cried,  "  Peccavi," 
to.  He  reminded  Dr.  A.  that  if  the  colleges  bad  been  ac- 
■  cosed  in  any  of  the  reports  to  this  'Association,  it  #H8  eft* 
tainly  the  fault  of  their  Pnifessors.  for  they  bad^ltedawtt. 
of  the  offices  and  headed  five'slxths  of  the  staifdittg  eoranrit- 
'  tees  ever  since  the  organization  of  the  AssodlAiaa  jB'fiia, 
-which  in  itself  showed  that  the  supposed  warupcm  coKegrii 
'was  -  far  more  itmginary  than  real.  The  stibjetit  dnder  dh- 
caSsion,  howcYer,  Was  one  of  great  interest,  bdth  totfae  py6> 
Session  and  the  corotaunity.  He  ridiculed  the  idea'riiatfbte 
'months  was  long  enough  to  give  or- hear  a  satisftfctory  coUrie 
'6f  lectares  on  all  the  branches  of  medical  scieaee,  as  thfltr 
should  be  taught  at  the  present  day.  Let  the  absolute  ntna- 
■iber  of  medical  men  be  too -great  or  too  -sniall,  one  tbibjg  is 
-  certain,  that  too  mta^/anumber  are  properly  edneated '  vod 
'  qualified  to  practice  their' profession.  This  Asaocislion  had 
again  and  againiecomnieBded  better  pmlimt^irfr>educBtMa, 
'longer  periods  of  college  instru<ition)  and  e^wtnalfy^lMtter 
'  practis&l  or  olinioal  advantBges.  'And  all  this  is  nghl,  bvt 
.haW-«ballit ba accomplished ?  How  shall  agteater  oootlirr 
of  students  be  induced  to  study  longer,  and  qoalffy  -ibMB- 
^aeWes  more- thoroughly? 

It  is  objected  that^thestudenu  etnmt  «flbtd  <to  stadyilon- 
-ger,>Rad  especially  >to  attend  e  longsr  period'Of  4 
'StFaction.  'It  is  tnie  'that  very  few  <tf  the  >vnBkhy>a 
Mmoted  either  todie  study  or  practice  of  mediakle,:«Ild'ca»■ 
•'«eqaerlt]ylthata  largeraajorityof  medial  stadfcDtK  atv  muih 
cntrolled>iD>  their  ohoice  ofieducationalmeanSi-by  p^ontauj 
.■considemniM.  If.ifis  idcaitAbletfaen,  to  iriduoe  •bs.gMlu 
imajoiltyof  etudents^to  utody  longer,  to  arAil  dwmetfMit/ 
tr«e  clinical  orhospital  instruction,  and  to  qndiQr'ttttiiiailibt 
in  every  seDsc  to-do'honor  to  the  profession  and  good/totaiB- 
kind,  the  present  erder of tbt^gsinrttferenGe  Co'iOoU«gnB>aMt 
fibe)itfnn«d.>ttld;tfiaa»iiutitatioos  wtrich  are'sofamtodt«t.» 


posses  all  tbe  tequi^ite  advantages  for  giving  clinical  as  well 
nii*re  #ral  instriiislion  must  so  arrange  th^irfees  as  to  destroy 
the  advantage  now  almost  universally  possessed  by  inttitutions 
«K)  located  as'  to  be  ^dtirefy  dcstitote  of  ^evi^n  tbo'  temblsnce 
of  en  hospital  within  their  teach.  That  pretended  professional 
dignity  which  induces  the  only  colleges  so  located  as  to  have 
the  required  o^ean^^f  instrnetion  within  then*  reach,  to  charge 
such  ticket  /eet^ba  filmost  neeessarity  to  enclude  from  their 
halls  one4ialt  of  ahe  whole  number  of  medical  students, 
must  give  place  to  a  system  of  charges  better  adapted  to'tbe 
pecuniary  condition  of  those  seeking  knowledge. 

If  it  is  objected  that  by  cheapening  medical  cduoatimi,  we 
only  induce  a  gmater  number  to  enter  upon  its  study  and 
thereby  increase  the  already  crowded  state  of  the  profession* 
we  reply,  in  the  first  place,  that  so  long  as  the  laws  of  the 
States  universally  permit  every  man  to  practice  medicine  who 
wishes,  whether  he  has  ever  seen  the  inside  of  a  college  or 
not,  the  objectionvhas  no  force  ;  and  in  the  second  place,  that 
the  number  admitted  into  tbe  profession. should  be  limited  by 
elevating  the  standard  of  requirements,  instead  of  merely 
taxing  the  studeot^e  pockets.  He  said  all  present  hiul' one 
object  in  view,  viz:  the  elevation  of  tlie  profession/and  the 
e&tension  6f  its  usefulness  ;  and  be  trusted  that  no  mere  lo-' 
cal  feelings  or  personal  interests  would  ever  ftway  our  actioD. 
And  me«t  of  all  should  he  regmt  tosee  the  Assooifttion  show 
tbe  least  disposition  to  take  «  sipgle^Kep  backward  in  tbe  great 
work  it  bod  ttaderti^n. 

Dr.  'Baker,  of  CincinDati^  thooght  ciit^ulars,  holding  out  tpe* 
cial  advantages  of  one  school  over  'anocherisbouUlbe  cm* 
demned.  Tbe dode  of  etb^s  ehouki  be  extended  to  colleges 
es  well  as  individu)als. 

Dr.  Wright,  of  CtncinDati,  thought  it  strange  ibit  itbef e 
should  be  so  mocb  discussion  on  matters  so  ptoi o— -was  iolkp 
vor  of  leogdieniog  tbe  term  in  all  .medical  icbtots  eicept 
the  Med.  CeUfge  (of  Okie.    After -seoie  iatfal  aadrf^ttofSat 


i-eraarks^  of  a  personal  natui^i  iatroduced  in  if^|r)f%ttd 
and   to  the  great  annoyance   of  the   AssociatioPt  he    wm 
called  to  order.  ,, 

Dr.  Rivesl^  of  Cincinnati,  foUowod;  but  in  ende^yoriag  lo 
answer  the  charges  of  Dr.  Wright,  against  the  Medical  Col* 
lege  of  Ohio,  was  soon  found  out  of  order. 

Dr.  D.  W.  Yandall,pf  Ky,  mide  a  labored  e|fi^  to  impress 
Aipon  the  Association,  a  full  sense  of  the  deficiencies  of  clincal 
instruction  in  tb^  schools  of  the  West.  His  eiQ&rt,  though  in 
some  respects  creditable,  w^ks  too  strong  in  denunciation.  It 
served  as  ah  ofl&et  to  Prof.  Annan's  remarks  against  schools  'hi 
the  East. 

Dr.  McPheters,  of  Mo.,  defended  the  medical  schools  of 
,8t.  L^uisi  in  re^rence  to  clinical  teaching. 

May  9tb. 

The  consideration  of  Dr.  Blatchford's  resolutions  was  re- 
sumed. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Drake,  the  speakers  were  restricted  to 
ten  minutes  each,  and  no  one  allowed  to  speak  more  than 
twice  on  the  same  resolution. 

After  some  confusion,  the  Association  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Dr.  Knight,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  chair. 

The  forenoon  was  spent  in  the  discussion.  We  are  sorry 
our  limits  will  not  allow  a  full  report  of  it. 

Drs.  Morris,  of  Phila.,  Miller,  of  Louisville,  Storer*  of 
Boston,  Lawson  and  Drake,  of  Cincinnati,  Mitchell,  of 
Philadelphia,  Oilman,  of  N.  Y.,  Ware,  of  Boston,  Kerfooty  of 
Pa.,  Powell  and  Raphael,  of  Ky.,  Little,  of  Pa.,  Stille,  of 
Pa.,  and  Annan,  of  Ky.,  took  part  in  the  debatei  and 
many  amendments  and  substitutes  were  offered. 

After  voting  to  strike  out  the  names  of  particular  coUegeSy 
the  following,  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  whole  matter  be* 
fore  the  committee,  by  Dr.  Morris,  was  adopted : 

Resolf^edf  That  the  Association  re-affirms  its  recommenda* 
lions  ID  regard  to  medical  education,  and  urges  that  printte 
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instructors  should  receive  into  their  offices,  as  students,  only 
those  qualified  by  previous  instruction  to  pursue  the  study  of 
medicine. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Chainnan|!i»porte4  ac- 
cordingly. The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  whole  matter 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  medical  education  for  the 
ensuing  year.  ' 

Dr.  Lopez,  Vice-President,  asked  and  obtained  Jeave  to 
read  a  protest  on  behalf  of  the  profession  of  Alabama,  against 
certain  statements  in  regard  to  legal  requirements,  and  \injust 
to  the  medical  faculty  of  that  Slate,  made  in  the  report  on 
Medical  Education,  of  1849,  which  protest  was  accepted  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Afternoon  Session* — Dr.  Mitchell,  Chairmani  read  a  lengthy, 
and  well  written  report  on  Practical  Medicine,  principally  de- 
voted to  the  subjects  of  Cholera  and  Scarlatina*  It  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Publication,  after  a  general  ex- 
pression that  the  acceptance  of  the  report  did  not  imply  the 
adoption  of  the  doctrines  advanced  by  it. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  the  Standing 
Committees  for^the  ensuing  year.  We  give  the  Chairman  of 
each :  — 

On  Medical  Sciences,  Dr.  Bennett  Dowler,  of  New  Or- 
leans, La. 

On  Practical  Medicine,  Dr.  Austin  Flint,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

On  Surgery,  Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve,  of  Augusta,  Georgia. 

On  Obstetrics,  Dr.  C.  Humphreys  Storer,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

On  Medical  Education,  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  of  Nor- 
wich, Conn. 

On  Medical  Literature,  |Dr.  Thomas  Reyburn,  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

On  Publication,  Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Committee  of  Arrangements,  Dr.  H.  R.  Frost,  f  Charles- 
ton, S.  C. 


ifii 

The  committee  also  recommended  the  city  uf  Clinrlesloii,- 
S.  C;  for  the  pluce  of  meeting,  on  ihe  first  Tuesday  of  May, 
1S61.     The  nominations  were  con6rmed. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  Evans,  from* 
Dr.  Prioleau,  Chairman  of  llie  Committee  of  Obstetrics,  whw 
was  unexpectedly  prevented  from  attending  the  meeting, 
giving  as  a  reason  for  not  preparing  a  formal  report,  that 
there  had  come  to  his  knowledge  ao  important  Attierican  itn- 
provement  in  th«t  department  of  medicine  during  the  year. 

Dr.  Evans,  of  Chicago,  pre^iited  a  paper  oh  the  "  O^d^- 
rical  Extractor"  invented  by  hihiself,  and  d^tttobstritted  upbi^ 
the  manakin,  the  mode  of  its  application  in  practice. 

The  paper,  with  the  letter  from  Dr.  Prioteaii,  was  referred 
to  the  appropriate  committee,  with  discretionary  power  a» 
to  their  publication. 

Dr.  Drake,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangemeti'QF 
introduced  a  paper  from  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  upoW 
the  question,  "  Has  the  cerebellum  any  special  coni^ecliofr 
with  the  sexual  propensity,  or  function  of  generation  V 

It  was  read  by  its  author,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Publication. 

An  entertainment  was  given  in  the  evening,  at  Masonic 
Hall,  by  the  regular  profession  of  Cincinnati.  It  was  most 
sumptuous,  and  to  the  credit  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, they  did  not  furnish  intoxicating  drinks  for  beverage. 

May  lOtb- 

Dr.  Johnson,  Vice-President,  in  the  Chair. 

Dr.  Parsons,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Medical  Science*, 
presented  the  report  which  was  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pubhcation. 

Dr.  Huston,  Chairman,  read  the  report  of  the  Committer 
on  Spurious  and  Adulterated  Drugs,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Resolutions  accompanying  the  report  were  adopted*  ami  a  . 
committee  of  one  from  each  State  represented  was  appointed 
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to  collect  information  in  reference  to  spurious  and  adulterated 
drugs,  to  report  at  the  next  r^eeting  of  the  Association. 

Dr.  C.  Caldwell  was  requested  to  prepare  a  paper  showing 
how  far  he  thinks  phrenology  and  mesmerism  are  fpuqded  in 
truth — also  how  far  vital  or  animal  chemistry  is  entitled  to 
the  appellation  of  a  science. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  committees  on 
Indigenous  Medical  Botany,  Dr.  A.  Clapp,  of  New  Albany, 
la.,  Chairman,  and  on  Hygiene,  Dr.  James  Moultrie,  of 
Charleston.  South  vl!arolina.  Chairman,  which  report  was  con- 
firmed. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Blatchford,  a  special  committee  on  phar- 
macy and  the  adulteration  of  drugs  was  appointed  by  ihe 
President,  Dr.  T.  O.  Edwards,  of  Ohio,  to  be  Chairman. 
On  motion  of  Dr,  Morris,  of  Pa.,  it  was 
Resolved.  That  it  is  with  great  satisfaction  the  oqiembers  g|( 
this  Association  have  observed  the  establishment  of  drug 
stores,  in  which  neither  patent  medicine,  nostrums,  nor  oth<^r 
articles,  by  which  the  artful  and  designing  impofie  on  the  igr 
norant  and  credulous,  are  ejcposed  Tor  sale;  and  that  th&  As-r 
sociation  recommends  to  its  members  to  exert  their  influence 
in  their  respective  spheres  of  action  to  encourage  similar  ef- 
forts in  other  places. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Phelps,  of  N.  Y.,  the  subject  of  clerical 
encouragement  of  quackery  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Hygiene. 

Dr.  Hooker,  of  Connecticut,  offered  resolutions  in  reference 
secret  modes  of  practice  by  physicians,  condemning  them, 
which  were  adopted. 

Dr.  Lawson  offered  a  resolution  condemning  the  advertise* 
ment  of  nostrums  by  Medical  Journals— adopted. 

Afternoon  Session.— Dr.  Miller,  of  Ky.,  moved  a  suspensioD 
of  the  rules,  and  offered  the  following  which  was  adopted  ; 

Whereast  clinical  instruction  in  medicine  and  surgerfi  is 
now  genefally  acknowledged  to  be  essential  to  tb^  PfCV^ef 
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qualification  of  students  for  the  practice  of  those  branches  of 
our  profession,  and  whereas,  it  must  be  admitted  that  clinical 
instruction  in  midwifery  would  be  equally  valuable,  tberefoFCv 

Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  practicable  scheme  can 
be  devised  to  render  instruction  in  midwifery  more  practical 
than  it  has  hitherto  been  in  the  medical  schools  of  the  United 
States,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Association. 

Dr.  Stille,  Chairman,  read  the  report  on  Medical  Litera- 
ture, which  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Publication. 

A  series  of  resolutions  accompanying  it  were  considered 
seriatim^  and  adopted. 

They  recommend  the  patronage  of  medical  periodicals; 
forming  medical  reading  clubs ;  offering  pecuniary  rewards 
for  the  best  memoirs  ;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
award  a  premium  of  $100,  to  be  raised  by  voluntary  contri- 
bution for  '*  the  best  experimental  essay  on  a  subject  connected 
either  with  physiology  or  medical  chemistry. 

Dr.  F.  G.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  is  Chairman  of  said 
committee. 

The  Committee  on  International  Copy-Right  Law  reported 
a  memorial  to  Congress,  which  was  ordered  to  be  signed  by 
the  officers  and  forwaided. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gross,  of  Ky.,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
Association  recommend  to  colleges  to  adopt  native  produc- 
tions as  text-books  for  their  pupils,  and  that  the  editing  of 
English  works  by  Americans  be  condemned. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Roberts,  of  Md.,  a  committee  of  three 
on  unfinished  business  was  appointed.  Dr.  Roberts  was  ap- 
pointed Chairman. 

Dr.  Drake,  of  Cincinnati,  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitutien,  providing  that  candidates  for  membership,  by  in-: 
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vitation,  be  proposed  in  writing  by  five  members,  and  that  all 
permanenent  members  be  allowed  to  vote. 

Dr.  McGuire,  of  Va,  offered  resolutions  in  reference  to  the 
medical  staff  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted. 

On  moiion  of  Dr.  Bowditch,  of  Boston,  the  committee  on 
Medical  Education  were  instructed  to  inquire  if  any  meaD9 
could  be  adopted  to  secure  more  thorough  instruction  in  prac- 
tical chemistry. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Indigenous  Medical  Botany ;  a  report  on  Vital  Statististics  of 
New  Orleans,  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Simmonds;  Biographical  Notices 
of  Deceased  Physicians,  by  Dr.  Williams,  of  Mass.,  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication,  and  a  cata- 
logue of  Indigenous  Medical  Botany,  by  Dr.  Bigelow,  of 
Ohio,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Medical 
Botany. 

On  motion  of'  Dr.  Flint,  of  N.  Y.,  it  was  resolved  that  ttui 
MSS.  work  of  the  late  lamented  Dr.  Forry  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication,  to  be  published  if  they  deem  ad- 
visable. 

Dr.  Gross,  of  Ky.,  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  the  establishment  of  schools  of 
veterinary  medicine  and  surgery ;  adopted.  Dr.  Gross  was 
appointed  Chairman  of  said  committee. 

Dr.  Kreider,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  protest  from  the  Fair- 
field Co.  Medical  Institute  against  the  vending  of  spurious 
<lrugs ;  referred  to  the  special  committee  on  the  subject. 

Dr,  Mead,  of  Ills.,  offered  resolutions  instructing  the  com- 
mittee on  Medical  Education  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of 
abolishing  the  rule  that  allows  four  years  practice  in  lieu  of 
one  course  of  lectures,  and  of  making  college  fees  uniforin« 
varying  only  between  the  North  and  South.     Adopted. 

After  the  passage  of  votes  of  thanks  to  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements  and  to  the  physicians  of  Cincinnati  for  the 


^#V6  tools  dTTATE  MttmcAL  soctirtMr. 

*fcn3tiess  and  altentibn  ^hown,  and  to  the  trustees  of  Cmcin- 
nati  College  for  the  use  of  their  spacious  Hall,  the  Associa- 
tibn  adjourned  3ine  die. 

Many  pleasant  acquaintances  are  formed,  and  much 'har- 
mony of  feeling  and  action  secured  by  these  convocations, 
"And  we  hope  the  5'ear  is  far  in  the  future  that  shall  not  record 
"k  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Medical  News  and  the  Boston  Med- 
cal  and  Surgical  Journal  for  much  of  the  material  for  making 

» this  abstract.  It  may  be  relied  upon  as  being  generally 
brrect.  E. 


ARTICLE  II. 

ILLINOIS  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

,     Agreeably  to  notice  calling  a  State  Convention  for  the  pur- 
^se,  physicians  from  different  parts  of  the   State   met  at 
fipriugfield,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1850,  and  organized  a  State 
Medical  Society,  by  adopting  a  Constitution  and  a  Code  of 
ISthics  on  the  model  of  those  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
t^iation. 
The  oflBcers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  are  as  follows  : — 
Presidenti — Dr.  Wm.  B.  Herrick,  of  Chicago. 
VicC'Prendents^ — 

Dr.  RoDOLPHUs  Rouse,  of  Peoria. 
Dr.  A.  G.  Henry,  of  Springfield. 
Secretaries^^ 
t  Dr.  Edwin  G.  Mkbk,  of  Chicago. 

^.  Dr.  S.  A.  Paddock,  of  Princeton. 

Treasurer^ — Dr.  J.  A.  Haldbrman,  of  Carlinville. 
The  following  are  the  Standing  Committees : — 
On  Practical  MedicinefDvs.  Samuel  Thompson,  of  Albioiv 
A*  G.  Henry,  of  Spriogfield»  and  Daniel  StahU  of  Quincy. 
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On  Surgery,  Drs.  D.  Brainard,  of  Chicago,  J.  A.  Halder- 
onan,  of  Carlinville,  and  E.  S.  Cooper,  of  Peoria. 

On  ObstetricM^rs.  John  Evans,  of  Chicago,  R.  Rouse,  of 
Peoria,  and  IVI*  jStelm,  of  Springfield. 

Ofi  Drugs  and  Medicines^  Drs.  J.  V.  Z.  Blaney,  of  Chicago, 
E.  R.  Roe,  of  Jacksonville,  and  B.  K.  Hart,  of  Alton. 

On  Publication^  Drs.  E.  G.  Meek  and  S.  A.  Paddock,  Sec- 
retaries, and  J.  A.  Haldenian,  Treasurer,  ex-officio. 

Comniittee  of  Arrangements,  Drs.  McNeil,  Arnold,  and 
Cooper,  of  Peoria,  the  place  appointed  for  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Society. 

Drs.  Boal,  of  Lacon,  A.  E.  Ames,  of  Roscoe,  and  McNeil, 
of  Peoria,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  memorial 
to  the  State  Legislature,  asking  a  law  providing  for  the  regis- 
tration of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages,  and  to  circulate  it 
among  the  people  fi)r  signature,  to  be  presented  at  the  next 
session. 

A  resolution  waa  passed,  directing  members  to  discounte- 
nance the  sale  of  secret  and  patent  nostrums,  on  the  part  of 
druggists,  and  to  patronize,  as  far  as  practicable,  those  only 
who  abstain  from  it. 

The  organization  of  local  medical  societies  was  recona- 
mended,  and  they  invited  to  send  delegates  to  the  meetings  of 
the  State  Society. 

The  Committee  on  Practical  Medicine  were  requested  to 
procure  the  keeping  of  meteorological  records  in  as  many 
places  throughput  the  State  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Roe,  of  Jacksonville,  was  appointed  to  deliver  a 
public  address  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society,  with  Dr. 
Davis,  of  Chicago,  as  alternate. 

With  much  harmony  of  feeling,  and  strong  confidence  in 
,  ithe  success  of  the  Society,  it  adjourned  to  meet  in  Peoria  or 
^he  first  Tuesday  in  June  next. 

We  aie  sorry  our  limits  will  not  allow  a  fuller  abstract  of 
.dts  proceedings.  £• 


l78  MACLISE^S  StTRGlCAL  ANATOmr,  lB9tr« 

ARTICLE  III. 

Surgical  Anatomy, — By  Joseph  Maclise,  Surgeon.  With 
Colored  Plates.  Philadelphia:  Lea  &  Btanchurd.  Impe* 
rial  Quarto.  (From  the  Publishers,  through  S.  C.  6rigg» 
&  Co.) 

We  have  received  part  first  of  this  large  and  handsome 
work.  This  part  contains  sixteen  large  colored  plates,  and 
forty  pages  of  descriptive  letter-press.  The  plates,  although 
notjof  the  highest  style  of  art,  are  accurate  atnd  truthful;  and 
there  is  but  one  word  in  the  English  1 '^nguage  descriptive  of 
the  letter-press — faultless.  "  The  object  of  this  work  is  to 
present  to  the  student  of  medicine  and  the  practitioner  re- 
moved from  the  schools,  a  series  of  dissections  demonstrative 
of  the  relative  anatomy  of  the  principal  regions  of  the  human 
body."  The  work  will  be  issued  in  four  parts  ;  price  of  the 
whole,  eight  dollars.  We  understand  part  II.  is  now  ready 
for  delivery.  For  the  quality,  it  is  the  cheapest  work  we 
have  seen,  and  will  constitute  a  valuable  contribution  to  the 
surgeon's  library.  M. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

CONCOUR  FOR  DEMONSTRATOR  OF  ANATOMY  IN  RUSH  MEDf- 

GAL  COLLEGE. 

The  concour  for  the  place  of  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  i» 
Rush  Medical  College,  came  off  on  the  17th  and  18th  of  June 
last.  Only  two  competitors  came  forward,  out  of  a  number 
*who  had  given  the  required  notice.  They  were  Dr.  J.  W» 
Freer,  of  Wheeling,  and  Dr.  E.  S.  Cooper,  of  Peoria,  Illinois. 
The  trial  was  highly  creditable  to  both,  and  resulted  m  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Freer. 
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The  preparations  presented  by  Dr.  Freer,  for  the  inspection 
of  the  Faculty,  all  of  which  have  been  made  by  him  since 
the  announcement  of  the  concour,  last  winter,  were  very  nu- 
merous, and  would  compare  favorably  with  those  from  the 
hand  of  any  other  anatomist  in  any  country. 

This  first  trial  of  the  concour  system  dn  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, has  satisfied  all  concerned  of  its  superiority  over  any 
other  plan  for  selecting  teachers  ;  and  although  there  may  be 
circumstances  where  it  would  be  inexpedient,  for  want  of 
time  or  other  necessary  condition,  still  we  feel  confident  that 
its  general  adoption  will  be  found  of  the  utmost  utility,  both 
to  institutions  and  the  profession  at  large.  E. 


ARTICLE  V. 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY   OF   LOGAN,  MASON,  AND  MENARD  .OOUNTlE9> 

ILLINOIS. 

We  have  received  a*copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention that  organized  a  Society  by  the  above  name,  held  on 
he  11th  of  February  last. 

Dr.  James  Smick  was  elected  President,  Dr.  James  P. 
Walker,  Vice-President,  Dr.  Chamberlain,  Secretary,  and 
Dr.  Patterson,  Treasurer. 

The  first  annual  meeting  was  to  have  been  held  on  the  se- 
cond Wednesday  of  May  last,  at  Middletown.  Although 
from  inadvertance  and  irregularity  of  the  mail,  this  notice  is 
late  in  making  ils  appearance,  we  wish  our  friends  abundant 
success.  E. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

■ 

MISCELLANEOUS  MEDICAL  INTELtlG^NCS. 

Rush  Medical  College. — The  circular  foe.  the  next  course  of 
lectures  in  this  Institution,  and  the  catologue  of  last  sessioa 
will  be  published  in  about  two  weeks. 

The  chair  of  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  University  rf  ^ 
Pennsylvania,  made  vacant  by  the  resignati^  of  Prof.  Chap- 
man has  been  filled  by  the  transfer  of  Dr.  George  B.  Wood 
to  it. 

The  committee  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  ap- 
pointed under  Dr.  Stille's  resolution  to  offer  a  prize  of  $100 
for  the  best  experimental  essay  on  a  subject^connected  with 
physiology  or  medical  chemisty,  have  announced  that  they 
will  be  ready  to  receive  competing  memoirs  u<itil  the  first 
day  of  March  next,  directed  to  Dr.  F.  G.  Smith,  Philadelphia. 

The  Supreme  bench  of  Massachusetts  have^decided  against 
the  application  for  a  new  trial  in  the  case  of  Prof.  Webster. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

OBITUARY. 

Died,  at  his  residence  in  Burlingtc^p,  Iowa,  April  26,  1350, 
of  Pleuro-Pneumonia,  Luther  W.  Hickok,  M.  D.,  in  the  38th 
year  of  his  age. 

Dr.  Hickok  was  a  native  of  East  Bloomfield,  N.  Y.  He 
added  to  professional  acquirements  of  a  high  order,  social 
qualities  of  an  attractive  kind,  and  his  death  will  be  mourned 
by  his  medical  brethren  as  well  as  by  his  friends  and  former 
patients. 

— On  Saturday  evening,  26th  of  May  last,  Or.  Amos  T  witch- 
BLL,  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  in  the  60th  year  of  bis  age.     He  por 
joyed  a  high  reputation  as  a  skilful  practitioner. 
— On  the  9th  of  May  last,  M.  Gay  Lussac,  the  distinguished 
French  chemist. 
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J) art  1 .— t!) riginal    dommunicationg. 

CHAPTER  II.— Continued. 

Hhtory  of  the  Medical  P  rofession  from  the  jint  settlement  oft) 
Britifih  Colonies  in  America^  to    the   year    1 850. — By   N.  8. 
Davis,  M.  D.,lProf.  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  in  Rush 
Medical  College. 

[Copy  Right  Secured] 

The  period  of  study  was  extended  to  four  years,  with  a  de" 
ductlon  of  one  yeafr  in  favor  of  those  who  had  graduated  at 
some  literary  College.  Each  candidate  was  also  required  to 
furnish  th^exaraiaiDg  officers  with  a  certificate  of  the  time  he 
had  studied,  verified  by  the  oath  of  his  preceptor  ;  and  his  li- 
cense was  to  be  filed  in  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  County  where 
he  commenced  practice. 

Those  who  had  received  the  Degree  of  Bachelor  or  Doctor 
of  Medicine  from*a  Medical  College,  were  permitted  to  prac- 
tice on  filing  a  copy  of  their  Diploma  in  the  County  Clerk's 
Office,  without  any  further  examinntiun.  The  great  jd^fect  in 
this  law,  consisted  in  ihe  fact,  that  the  certificate,  setting  forth 
the  time  of  study  &c.,  and  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  pre- 
ceptor, became  tie  only  test  of  qualifications  for  practice ;  it 
being  only  necessary  to  exhibit  this  to  the  proper  officer,  and 
file  it  in  the  office  of  the  County  Clerk.  It,  however,  re- 
mained with  but  slight  amendment  until  1806,  and  its  provis- 
ions embraced  the  \^hole  State. 
Vol.  III.— No.  3.— 1. 
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3  MEDlCAIf  HISTORV. 

♦       .  .  . 

The  Medical  Society  which  had  existed  ia  New  Jersey 
since  1766,  was  regularly  incorporated  by  me  Legislature  of 
that  State,  in  1790,  under  the  name  of  the  •'  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey."  The  act  of  iaoc^poration  con- 
ferred the  power  to  appoint  Censors  for  the  purpose  of  exara- 
ing  and  licensing  ca^idates  for  permission  to  practk^  in  thar 
State  ;  also  to  establish  district  or  county  societies,  whose  dele- 
gates were  to  constitute  the  Parent  or  State  Society.  Tbc 
term  of  stu4y  required,  and  all  the  regaktions  adopted, 
were  very  similar  to  those  prescribed  by  th^  law  of  1797,  in 
^ew-¥ork.  The  Medical  Society  of  South  6a£rolirKi  was  in- 
corporated in  1794,  but  no  provision  for  examining  and  licen- 
"•ng  candidates  for  admission  into  the  profession,  was  made 
til  1817.  ' 

In  1799,  the  "Medical  and  Chirurgical  Faculty  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  "  was  incorporated,  with  power  to  elect 
**  by  ballot,  twelve  persons  of  the  greatest  medical  and  chi- 
rurgical abilities  in  the  State,  who  shall  be  styled  the  Medical 
Board  of  Examiners  for  the  State  of  Marylafld."  It  was  the 
duty  of  this  Board,  **to  grant  licenses  to  such  medical  and 
chirurgical  gentlemen,  as  they,  either  upon^jfaiU  exanaifiation, 
or  upon  the  production  of  Diplomas  from  ionae  respectable 
college,  may  judge  adequate  to  commence  tbc  practice  of  the 
medical  and  chirurgical  arts." 

Under  a  supplemen^ry  act  passed  in  1801,  the  board  of 
examiners  required  all  graduates  of  medical  colleges,  as  well 
as  others,  to  apply  for  and  obtain  a  license  before  being  author- 
ized to  practice.  The  penalty  for  practicing  in  violation  of 
the  foregoing  provisions,  was  fifty  dollars  for  each  ofienGe,  to 
be  recovered  m  the  County  Court  where  the  offender  may  re- 
side ;  and  the  Judges  of  those  courts  were  directed  to  give  the 
several  acts  relating  to  medicine  and  sur|[ery,  annually,  ia 
charge  to  their  respective  Grand  Juries.*,  Every  person  li- 
censed  by  the  examining  board,  was,  by  Virtue  of  such  li- 
cense, constituted  a  member  of  the  Statfe  Sjcxiie*"  '*  •"  **•*•* 
*See  Act  of  Incorporation,  Sapplementary  Actt*^Q^1S<4 
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«een  that  Maryland  was,  nofe(|if^,  among  the  earliest  tc^  enact 
laws  to  protect  her  citizens  *^inst  the  inroads  of  ignorance 
and  empiricism,  but  also  that  her  laws  relating  to  this  subject, 
were  at  once  simple  and  effectual.  By  the  foregoing,  it  will  be 
seen  that  six  of  the  original  thirteen  States  had  recognized 
their  right  and  duty  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  medical  edu- 
cation and  practice  during  the  first  twenty  years  after  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Concerning  the  general  condition  of  the  profession  at  this 
time,  we  have  the  testimony  of  some  of  its  most  distinguished 
members,  as  well  as  other  authority  of  a  reliable  character. 
In  the  peamble  to  the  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Ne^ 
York,  in  1792,  it  is  stated  that  '*  many  ignorant  and  unskillful 
persons  presume  to  practice  physic  and  surgery  within  the 
and  county  of  New  York,  to  the  great  detriment  and  hazard  of 
the  livesar.d  limbsof  the  citizens  thereof,"  &c.  And  the  venera- 
ble Dr.  John  Stearns,  in  speaking  of  this  period,  says :  "  those 
who  witnessed  the  original  and  progressive  settlement,  of  the 
northern  and  western  sections  of  this  (New  York)  State,  since 
the  year  1791,  will  recognize  the  mania  that  infatuated  the 
emigrants  froraliie  east,  and  the  ambitious  projects  formed  by 
those  who  assiiwaied  the  title  of  Doctor.  Many  who  had  never 
read  a  volume  in  medicine,  were  suddenly  introduced  to  an 
extensive  practice,  and  to  a  reputation  of  such  impoaiog  an 
ihority  as  to  control  the  opinions  of  their  superiors  in  science^ 
and  to  prescribe  rules  of  practice  for  their  government.  Coa^ 
sultations  were  generally  distinguished  for  gross  controveraifti 
at  the  JefZ-side  of  the  patient,  w^hose  health  and  life  were  a^ 
ten  immolated  to  the  ignorance,  prejudices,  or  discordant  theo- 
ries of  the  contending  physicians.  Their  skill  was  generally 
graduated  by  .their  abihty  to  magnify  the  cures  they  had 
made."*  Again  the  same  writer,  in  an  Anniversary  Address 
read  to  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New- York,  in  1818, 
says  :  **  Science  v^ras  almost  exclusively  limited  to  our  popu- 

*See  United  States  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  No.  1$,  pagt  122. 
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J  citiJl*     With  a  few  honjofi'^f?  exceptions  in  each  countTf 
practitioners  were  ignorant,  degraded,  and  contemptible* 
Without  any  S3''stem  of  principles,  their  practice  was  desultory 
and  empirical."     Although   the  foregoing  extracts  were  writ- 
ten solely  in  reference  to  the  profession  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  yet  they  will  apply  with  sufficient  correctness  to  all 
jarts  of  the  Union.*     As  we  have  seen,  only  three   or  four 
States  had  attempted  to  place  any  positive  restrictions  on  ir- 
regular or  empirical  practice  ;  and  not  more  than  300  students 
were  annually  found  in  attendance  on  the  three  or  four  Medi- 
•;al  Colleges  that  were  in  active  operation  during  this  period. 
Und  the  whole  number  of  graduates  did^  not  average  15  an- 
nually.    Still  this  was  an  important  era  in   the  history  df 
lerican  Medicine.     It  was  the  period  of  emanicipation,  if 
we  may  so  speak,  from  obedience  to  European  theories  and  de- 
pendence on  European  institutions.    It  was  the  forming  period 
of  a  most  difficult  profession,  in  a  new  and  widely  extended 
country,  and   while  the  great  mass  were  neither  learned  m 
science  nor  skilled  in  practice,  there  was  to  be  found  in  every 
State  a  few  who  had  attained  prominence  in  both. 

The  names  of  John  Warren,  Benj.  Waterhouse,  Richard 
Bayley,  Samuel  Bard,  Edward  Miller,  Samuel  L.  Mitchell, 
Wright  Post,  Nicholas  Romayne,  Peter  Middleton,  John 
ones,  Benj.  Rush,  Benj.  S.  Barton,  William  Shippen,  W.  P 
Dewees,  John  Mitchell,  Lionel  Chalmers,  J.  Moultrie,  and 
several  others,  will  ever  constittite  a  bright  galaxy  on  the  pa-  • 
ges  of  American  medical  history.  Many  of  these  were  not 
only  learned,  but  they  were  characterized  by  a  bold  free  spirh 
of  inquiry,  which  soon  broke  through  the  theoretical  dogmas 
of  that  day,  snd  did  more  by  their  writings  to  overthrow  the 

♦The  following  preamble  to  a  law  passed  in  173G,  will  show  something 
in  regard  to  the  state  of  medicine  in  Virginia. 

"  Whereas,  the  practice  of  physic  in  this  colony,  is  most  commonly 
taken  up  and  followed  by  surgeons,  apothecaries,  or  such  as  have  only 
served  apprenticeshijw  to  those  trades,  who  often  prove  very  unskilful 
in  the  art  of  a  physician,"  &c.— [See  Herring's  Statutes  of  Virginiar 
Vol,  * 
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absurdities  of  the  Boerliaavlan  school,  than  any  equal  number 
of  their  contemporaries  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  In 
regard  to  the  medical  theories  or  opinions  that  prevailed  at 
tlie  period  which  closes  this  chapter,  we  are  told  by  Dr.  Rush 
that  **  the  S3^stem  of  Boerhaave  long  ago  ceased  to  regulate 
iho  practice  of  Physic.  It  was  succeeded  by  the  system  of 
Cullen.  In  the  year  1790,  Dr.  Brown's  system  of  medibine 
was  introduced  and  taught  by  Dr.  Gibbon.  It  captivated  a 
few  young  men  for  a  while,  but  it  soon  fell  into  disrepute." 
In  the  year  1790,  Dr.  Rush  promulgated  some  principles 
which  he  regarded  as  the  foundation  of  a  new  system  in 
medicine,  of  which  the  following  is  a  summary  in  his  own 
language.  **  This  system  rejects  the  nosological  arrange- 
ment of  diseases,  and  admits  only  of  a  single  disease,  consist- 
ing in  different  forms  of  morbid  excitement,  induced  by 
irritants  acting  upon  previous  debiUty.  It  rejects,  further,  an 
undue  reliance  upon  the  powers  of  nature,  and  teaches, 
instantly  to  wrfest  the  cure  of  all  violent  and  feeble  diseases 
out  of  her  hands  ;  and  lastly  it  rejects  prescriptions  for 
the  names  of  diseases  ;  and  by  directing  their  applicatlc 
wholly  to  their  forming  and  fluctuating  states,  deiives  from  & 
few  active  medicines  all  the  advantages  which  have  been  i« 
vain  expected  from  the  numerous  articles  which  compose  Ei 
ropean  treatises  upon  the  materia  medica."  But  notwith 
standing  the  plausabiliiy  of  the  doctrines  promulgated  by  Dr. 
Rush,  the  system  of  Cullen  still  held  sway  in  the  minds  of 
the  majority  of  practitioners  throughout  the  country.  He, 
however,  struck  an  effectual  blow  against  those  cumbersome 
and  arbitrary'  nosological  arrangements  which  had  so  long 
served  to  mislead  and  obscure  rather  than  enlighten  the  pro- 
fessional mind.  These  doctrines  were  also  chiefly  instrumen- 
tal in  causing  the  general  adoption,  in  this  country,  of  a  much 
more  active  and  depletory,  or  antiphlogistic,  system  of  treat- 
ing diseases  than  had  previously  prevailed— a  system  of  treat- 
sneni,  indeed)  which  still  retains  the  confidence  of  a  lat^ 
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rtion  of  the  profession.  It  is  true  that  bis  opinioA^  ainl 
recommendations  in  regard  to  blood-letting,  were  sonaetimes 
extravagant,  and  on  that  account,  have  more  recently  met 
with  severe  censure  from  the  most  eminent  mcnbers  of  the 
profession.*  But  before  we  indulge  in  a  too  sweeping  con^ 
demnation,  and  attribute  to  Dr.  Rush  the  origin  of  all  the 
evils  which  have  resulted  from  a  too  prodigal  indulgence  in 
the  use  of  the  lancet,  we  should  first  inquire  inlo  the  particu-- 
ier  character  of  the  diseases  prevalent  in  the  community 
during  the  period  of  his  own  observations  ;  second,  whether 
ihat  character  has  since  undergone  any  change;  and  thinU 
whether  the  evils  alluded  to  were  owing  to  his  erroneous  doc- 

rines,  or  to  the  application  of  them,  unchanged,  by  his  sue* 
cessors,  to  diseases  essentially  modified  in  their  character.  If 
we  call  to  mind  the  habits  of  the  people  of  Pliiladelphia  just 
previous  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  already  briefly  detailed 
in  the  preceding  chapter,  and  remember  that  upon  such  habits 
supervened  the  strong  and  universal  political  and  warlike- 
excitement   of  the    Revolution    itself,    accompanied    by   far 

reater  abstemiousness  and  physical  hardihood,  we  shall  not 
Adil  to  see  a  combination  of  causes  well  calculated  to  give  a 
highly  stenic  or  inflammatory  character  to  all  such  diseases  as 

Kiuld  prevail  at  that  period.     Neither  did  the  influence  of 

iiese  causes  cease  for  several  years  after  the  close  of  the  war* 
But  we  are  not  left  simply  to  inferences  in  regard  to  the  na~ 
ture  of  the  diseases  of  that  period.  Dr.  Rush  says,  in  spea]^> 
ing  of  the  diseases  of  Philadelphia  :  **  Fevers  have  assumed 
several  new  forms  since  the  year  17G6.  The  mild  Billious 
Fever  has  gradually  extended  itself  over  the  whole  city.— 
•  •  ♦In  the  years  1791  and  1792,  it  assumed  an  in- 
flammatory appearance,  and  was  accompanied,  in  manj 
cases,  with  hepatic  affections.  It  appeared  in  1793  as  an 
epidemic,  in  the  form  of  what  is  called  Yellow  Fever,  in 
which  form  it  has  appeared,in  sporadic  cases,or  as  an  epidenuc^ 

rBMt  m  MMktAa^i  In  thcf  Yomng  Snbjeot. 
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nearly  every  year  since.  During  the  reign  pf  this  high  grade 
of  Billions  Fever,  mild  Intermiltents  and  Remittents,  and  the 
chronic  or  nervous  forms  of  the  summer  and  autumuBl  Fever, 
have  nearly  disappeared.  Inflammations  and  obstructions  of 
the  liver  have  been  more  frequent  than  in  former  years,  and 
even  the  Pneumonias,  v Catarrhs,  Intercurrent,  and  other 
Fevers  of  the  Winter  and  Spring  months,  have  all  partaken 
more  or  less  of  the  inflammatory  and  malignant  nature  of  the 
Yellow  Fever."  Whoever  will  compare  the  most  accurate 
accounts  which  are  left  on  record,  of  the  diseases  that  pre- 
vailed between  1780  and  1806,  with  the  phenomena  of  dis- 
eases prevalent  in  the  same  cities  at  the  present  time,  wilt 
certainl}'  find  little  diflflculty  in  recognizing  a  marked  diflfer- 
ence  in  their  character.  How  much  similarity  is  there  be- 
tween the  slow  nervous  or  typhoid  Fevers  which  occur  in  all 
our  large  cities,  or  the  more  fully  formed  Typhus  of  the  emi- 
grants and  poorer  classes,  and  the  Congestive,  Inflammatory, 
and  rapidly  progressing  Fevers  of  the  period  embraced  in  this 
chapter  of  our  history?  And  what  right  have  we  to  judge  of 
the  propriety  of  active  depletion  in  the  latter,  by  our  know- 
ledge of  its  effects  in  the  former?  No  more,  certainly,  to  use 
an  apt  comparison  of  Rush,  than  we  have  to  consult  -the  al- 
manacks of  1S03  for  the  monthly  phases  of  the  moon  of  the 
present  year.  The  character  of  diseases,  however,  not  only 
varies  at  different  periods  of  time,  but  in  different  localities, 
also. 

Thus,  I  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  the  practice 
of  a  physician,  who,  during  a  ten  year's  residence  and  ex- 
tensive practice  in  a  rugged  agricultural  district,  was  uni- 
formly in  the  habit  of  using  the  lancet  freely  in  the  first  stage 
of  all  febrile  and  inflammatory  attacks  occurring  in  his  dis- 
trict, where  the  patient  had  been  previously  in  good  health, 
and  with  the  most  decided  and  uniform  success.  But  does 
any  one  imagine  that  the  same  results  would  follow  the  appli- 
cation of  .this  practice  among  the  delicate  and  fashionable 
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classes  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  ill-fated  and  uncared  for  poor 
on  the  other,  which  together  make  up  so  large  a  share  of  the 
population  of  all  our  large  cities  ?  The  truth  is  that  professional 
men  are  too  apt,though  perhaps  unconsciously,to  think  and  speak 
of  disease  as  a  positive  entity — as  a  something  with  well  de- 
fined and  uniform  characteristics.  And  hence  they  are  con- 
tinually prone  to  condemn  their  predecessors  ior  using  in  a 
given  disease  whatever  their  own  experience  shows  to  be 
inapplicable  to  the  disease,  called  by  the  same  name,  as  it 
occurs  in  their  day.  A  full  recognition  of  the  fact  that  dis- 
ease is  only  a  morbid  condition  of  previously  healthy  functions 
or  structures,  would  show  every  thinking  mind,  that  the  special 
tone  or  characterof  any  disease  mustdepend  entirely  on  the  tone 
or  character  of  the  previous  standard  of  health  and  the  quality 
of  the  exciting  causes.  Eve;*y  intelligent , physician  fully  re- 
cognizes this  principle  in  its  application  to  different  cases  of  the 
same  disease  occurring  in  his  own  practice,  but  often  forgets 
it  when  comparing  his  practice  with  that  of  his  predecessors, 
or  even  with  that  of  his  cotemporaries  of  a  distant,  and,  per- 
tmps,  easentially  different  locality.  Hence  he  is  apt  to  con- 
demn others  for  what  is  really  his  own  fault,  viz:  an  attempt 
to  apply  the  practice  of  another  to  a  disease,  merely  because 
it  is  called  by  the  same  name,  without  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion w^hether  it  prevails  in  a  similar  locality,  among  people  of 
the  same  habits,  and  arising  fiom  causes  of  the  same  quality 
and  grade  of  intensity.  If  we  feel  the  force  of  these  thoughts, 
while  we  remember  that  Dr.  Rush  came  upon  the  stage  of 
action  at  a  period  when  the  professional  mind  had  scarcely 
yet  divested  itself  of  the  humoral  and  expectant  notions  of 
treatment  inculcated  by  the  Boerhaavian  school,  and  that  he 
lived  in  the  midst  of  opposition,  we  shall  feel  much  more  dis- 
posed to  excuse  than  censure  his  seeming  extravagancies, 
and  to  inquire  seriously  whether  we  have  as  rigidly  examined 
the  diseases  of  our  day  as  he  did  those  of  liis^ 
'^  "   sh,  in  reference  to  bleedi 
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warmly  seconded  by  Drs.  Griftiils,  Dewees,  Phjsick,  &c., 
while  they  were  strenuously  opposed   by  many  others.     In     • 
1806,  Dr.  W.  P.  Dewees  published  his  elaborate  and  interest- 
ing Inaugural  Thesis,   ''  oii  the  means  of  moderating  or  re* 
lieving  pain  during   the    process   of    Parturitioo."      In    this 
paper,  he  maintained   the   doctrine  that  '^ pain  was  an  acci- 
dental or  morbid  sympton  of  labor — the  result  of  artificial 
modes  of  living  and  treatment."     The  remedy  which  he  pro-    , 
posed  and  successfuU}''  practiced  through  a  long  series  of  years, 
was  copious  blood-letting.     The  same  doctrines  and  practices 
had  been  ably  defended  by  Dr.  Peter  Miller,  in  an  inaugural 
thesis,   published   in   Philadelphia,  in  J 804;   but  Miller  had 
himself  attended   the   private  lectures  of  Dr.  Dewees,  and 
dcHibtless  derived  from  him  the  views  set  forth  in  his  essay. 
The  views  of  Dr.  Dewees  on  this  subject  met  the  cordial  ap- 
probation of  both  Rush  and  Shippen ;  the  latter  of  whom  is 
said  to  have  declared   that  the   Thesis  of  1806  "marked  an 
era  in  the  history  of  medicine."     It  is    true,  that  bleeding 
during  parturition  had  long  been  practiced  in  different  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  and  even  by  the  midwives  of  Genoa;  but 
its   advocacy   for   the  purposes   mentioned    in  the   paper  of 
Dewees,  and  to  the  copious  extent  practiced  by  him  and  his 
followers,  was  new,  and   therefore,  strictly   American  in  its 
origin.     The  reader  will  not  fail  to  notice,  that  the  doctrine 
here  advocated  in  reference  to  the  nature  of  the  pains  of  la- 
bor, is  directly  the  opposite  of  that  inculcated  by  a  distinguished 
professor  and  author  in  the  same  city,. now  occupying  the 
front   rank   among   the   obstetricians  of   the   present  age.— 
Neither  will  he  fail  to  notice  that  Dewees  practiced  copious 
bleeding  for  the  same  purpose,  and,  in  man}'  instances,  en- 
forced its  necessity  with  the  same   arguments  that  are  now 
used  by  Simpson  and  others  in  favor  of  anesthetic  agents. 

The  following  paragraph  from  Rush's  celebrated  defence 
of  blood-let ing  is  worthy  of  notice  as  showing  that  the  very 
idea,  ibe    practical    accomplishment    of   which  constitutes 
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one  of  the  prominent  glories  of  medicine  in  our  day,  wms^itittjf 
present  in  the  minds  of  such  men  as  Rush  and  IXewecs. 

*'  I  have  expressed  a  hope  in  another  place,***  says  jDn 
Rush,  **  iliat  a  medicine  would  be  discovered  that  should 
suspend  sensibility  altogether,  and  Ic^ve  irritability  or  the 
powers  of  motion,  unimpaired,  and  thereby  destroy  labor 
pains  altogether.  1  was  encouraged  to  cherish  this  hope,  by 
having  known  delivery  to  take  place,  in  one  instance,  during 
a  paroxysm  of  Epilepsy,  and  having  heard  of  another,  during 
a  fit  of  drunkenness,  in  a  woman  attonded  by  Dr.  Church, 
in  both  of  which  there  was  neither  consciousness,  nor  recol* 
lection  of  pain."  Here  the  drunken  woman,  doubtless,  pre- 
sented as  fair  a  case  of  anaesthesia  as  though  she  had  inhaled^ 
ether  or  chloroform.  Dr.  Rush  even  goes  further  than  Dew- 
ees,  and  represents  the  uterus  as  in  a  diseased  state  during 
the  period  of  pregnancy  and  ])arturilion.  He  says  :  "  la 
pregnannj,  the  uterus  is  always  aflfected  with  that  grade  of 
of  morbid  action  which  I  formerly  called  injlammation.  This 
is  evident  from  its  exhibiting  all  its  usual  phenomena  in  other 
parts  of  the  body."     Again,  he  says : — 

*'  Farturition  is  a  higher  grade  of  disease  than  that  which 
takes   place    in   pregnancy.     It    consists    of   convulsive   or 
chronic  spasms  in  the  uterus,  supervening  its  inflammation, 
and  is  accompanied   with  chills,  heat,  a  quick,  full,  tense,  or 
a  frequent  and  depressed  pulse,  and  great  pain.'**   And  after 
alluding  to  one  of  the  most  important  points  discussed  in  the 
well  known  corres  pontic  nee  between   Professors  Meigs  and 
Simpson,  relative  to  the   propriety  of  obviating  the  pains  of 
labor  by  the  use  of  anaesthetic   agents,  he  adds :  '*  I  was  in- 
duced to  believe  that  pain  does  not  accompany  child-bearing 
m  immutable  decree  of  Heaven."     Hence,  he  fully  ac- 
s  with  Dr.  Dewees  in  recommending  free  and  even  copious 
d-letting  to  relieve  the  pains  of  pregnancy  and  parturilion 
2SS  it   should  be  contra-indicated  by   previous   inanition 
11^8  of  languor  and  enfeebled  circulation. 
1  Repontory,  Vol.  VI. 
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Perhaps  no  one  thing  has  serveil  to  render  the  period  now 
under  consideration  more  conspicuous,  than  the  warm  and  in- 
teresting controversy  which  was   maintained  in  reference  to 
contagion,  especially  as  appllefl  to  the  origin   and  spread  of 
Yellow  Fever.     The  repeated  visitations  of  this  dil^ase  even 
as  far  north  as  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  during  the  last 
part  of  the  eighteenth  and  the  first  few  years  of  the  ninetecth 
centu  y,  caused  it  to  be  a  subject  of  absorbing  interest.     And 
as  it  was  always  confined  to  commercial  towns  and  cities  lo- 
cated  near  the  sea,  or  the   islands  in  the   Indies,  it  was  very 
natural  that  the  earliest  observers  should  attribute  it  to  impor- 
tation, and  regard  it,  therefore,  as  a  highly  contagious  disease. 
The  correctness  of  this   view  was   soon   called   in  question, 
however;  and  though  supported  by  such  men  as  Lining,  of 
South-Carolina,  Mitchell,  of  Virginia,  and    Hosack,  of  New 
York,  yet  it  rapidly  lost  its  hold  on  the  professional  mind  of 
this  country,  under  the  most  searching  ar)d  able  opposition  of 
Dr.  Rush  and  a  few  others.     And  few  questions  are  consid- 
ered better  settled  at  the  present  day  than  that  Yellow  Fever 
is  not  contagious.     Those   who  desire   to  examine  this  inte- 
resting subject  with  care,  will  do  well  to  consult  the  early 
volumes    of  the    New   York    Medical    Repositor\',   the    two 
medical  journals  then  published  in  Philadelphia,  and  also  the 
Medical  Inquiries  and  and  observations  of  Dr.  Rush.     Before 
closing  this  chapter,  we  must  allude  to  two  important  histori- 
cal mistakes  made  by  eminent  medical  men   abroad./    The 
first  is  by  Dr.  John  Armstrong,  who  attributes  to  Dr.  Robert 
Hamilton  the  merit  of  first  introducing  the  use  of  Mercury  as 
a  remedy  in  inflammatory  diseases.     The  latter  gentleman,  in 
his  own  account  of  the  remedy,  sa3^s  his  attention  was  first 
called  to  it  b}"^  a  medical  officer  of  the  army,  in  1764. — 
Whereas,  we  have  seen  in  the  preceding  chapter,  what  Dr. 
J.  B.  Beck  has  so  fully  presented  in  his  little  volume  on  In- 
fant Therapeutics,  that  Mercury  in  the  form  of  Calomel  was 
used  in  a  malignant  epidemic  sore  throat  by  Dr.  Douglass,  of 
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Boston,  as  early  as  1736.  It  was  still  more  extensively  used 
and  recommended  by  Dr.  James  Ogden,  of  Long  Island,  in 
1749  ;  and  it  was  very  successfully  introduced  into  the  prac- 
tice of  the  profession  in  Philadelphia  about  the^same  time  by 
Dr.  Thooaas  Bond.  And  Dr.  Rush  says,  in  speaking  of  the 
period  which  intervened  between  1760-66,  "  Mercury  was 
in  general  use  in  the  years  that  have  been  mentioned,"  We 
thus  see  that  the  practice  of  which  Dr.  Armstrong  speaks, 
was  already  in  general  use  in  the  American  colonies  even  prior 
to  the  time  it  w^as  first  suggested  to  Dr.  Hamilton.  The 
second  mistake  to  which  we  allude  is  that  of  Dr.  Stokes,  in 
his  valuable  treatise  on  diseases  of  the  chest,  w^here  he  gives 
Dr.  Cheyne  the  credit  of  having  first  introduced  the  practice 
of  giving  Tartai-Ernetic  in  the  Cynanche  Trachialis  or  croup. 
The  first  publication  on  the  subject,  by  Dr.  Cheyne,  was  in 
1801.  But  Dr.  Richard  Bay  ley,  of  New  York,  had  accurately 
pointed  out  ihe  great  value  of  this  remedy  in  the  same  disease, 
in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Wm.  Hunter,  pubhshed  in  New-York  city 
in  1761 — just  twenty  years  previous  to  the  publication  of  Dr. 
Cheyne.  Dr.  Bayly  is,  not  only,  fully  entitled  to  the  credit 
given  by  Dr.  Stokes  to  Dr.  Cheyne,  but  it  is  to  him  that  the  pro- 
fession are  also  indebted  for  having  first  pointed" out  the  true 
inflammatory  nature  of  the  disease  here  referrred  to.*  Il 
was  also  during  the  last  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  that  Dr. 
Thomas  Cadwallader,  of  Pliila.,  first  introduced  the  practice 
of  treating  the  *'  dry  gripes,"  or  Colica  Pictonum  and  Bilious 
Colic  with  ariodynes  until  the  pains  and  spasms  were  allayed, 
and  then  moving  the  bowels  only  by  gentle  laxatives.  The 
almost  universal  custom  had  been  to  give  the  most  active  and 
drastic  purgatives,  which  often  served  only  to  increase  the 
muscular  coatraction  of  the  intestines  instead  of  relieving  the 
patient.  The  treatment  prac:icod  by  Dr.  Cadwallader,  was 
afterwards  adopted  and  highly  recommended  by  Dr.  Warren, 
of  London. 

medical  writings  of  this  period  seem  to  have 
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fined  almost  wholly  to  the  pages' of  the  tliree  medical  journals 
which  bad  been  established  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
and  to  here  and  there  a  pamphlet  or  a  paper  read  before  some 
organized  society.  Indeed,  I  liave  not  been  able  to  find  a 
single  volume  on  any  branch  of  medical  science  or  practice, 
published  by  an  American  physician  during  the  first  twenty 
years  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

And  }^et,  as  we  have  already  seen,  ii  was  a  period  in  our 
history,  which  was  graced  with  some  of  the  noblest  and  most 
active  minds  ever  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  medical  sci- 
ence. But  the  art  of  mere  booTc-makins^.  which  has  been 
brought  to  such  perfection  in  this  our  day,  was  little  known 
to  our  professional  ancestors. 

CHAPTER  III. 

HISTORV  OF  THE  PROGRESS  OF  MEDICAL  EDUCATION 

FROM  1S06  TO  1850. 

To  those  who  limit  the  means  of  education  to  the  precep- 
tor's office  and  the  college  halls,  and  the  period  of  its 
acquirement  to  the  season  of  pupillage  (and  there  are  unfor- 
tunately many  such),  much  of  the  matter  contained  in  this 
work  may  appear  irrelevant  or  superfluous.  But  it  is  unne- 
cessary for  us  to  state  that  we  attach  to  the  word  a  iar  more 
liberal  and  comprehensive  meaning.  Whatever  increases  the 
enterprize,  stimulates  the  spirit  of  philosophical  investigation, 
or  adds  an  item  to  the  stock  of  knowledge  possessed  by  the 
piofession,  or  whatever  elevates  it  in  the  great  scale  of  social 
being,  is  as  truly  a  part  of  its  education  as  is  the  study  of  its 
text-books,  and  the  frequenting  of  its  schools.  The  latter  may 
indeed  constitute  the  foundation,  but  many  other  things  are 
required  to  complete  the  superstructure  of  a  fair  medical 
education.  And  among  those  other  things,  none  are  of  greater 
importance  than  well  organized  Associations,  admitting  of 
frequent   communications   and   free  interchange   of  thought 


« . 


194  MEDIGAI.  HISTORV  ; 

among  their  members.  Suclk.  Associations  notCH^y  elicit  ok* 
servations,  stimulate  investigations,  and  save  frona  obUvioii 
numberless  facts,  but  they  counteract  the  seffish  feelings  «f 
iudividuality — they  diffuse  kinovvledge — they  elevate  tbc  so- 
cial  feelings — and  they  embody  and  generalise  facts  tb^ 
otherwise  would  remain  isolated  and  useless.  In  this  ie- 
spect,  the  commencement  of  the  period  embraced  in  -ibis 
chapter,  form^  an  important,  era  in  the  history  of  the  medical 
professton  in  this  country.  For  though  several  roedicaj  aocie- 
ties  had  been  duly  incorporated,  and  some  of  t'hem  cofitinued 
in  active  operation  for  a  quarter^ of  a  century,  ;^t  they  wece 
almost  wholly  confined  in  their  influence  to  a  few  af  the 
larger  cities.  Hence,  a^  intimated  near  the  dose  of  the  last 
chapter,  the  great  mass  of  the.  profession  were  alike  unsocial 
and  ungoverned  by  ethical  laws,  and  consequently  without 
harmony  of  action  or  true  dignity  of  professional  character. 
This  condition  of  things  was  fully  appreciated  by  a  few  en- 
lightened members  of  the  profession  in  Saratoga  County, 
New  Yojk,  so  early  as  1796,  during  which  year  several  arti- 
cles on  tlie  subject  of  a  local  medical  Association  appeared 
in  the  new.spapers  of  that  county.  These  ajrUgles  we  believe 
were  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  John  Stearns,  thea  re&id^ig  in  thai 
section  of  the  Sta»e.  So  much  attention  was  awakened  that 
a  County  Society  was  soon  after  formed,  coaHaining  tweoty-* 
one  members ;  but  so  discordant  were  their  leelings  and 
modes  of  thought,  that  the  same  year  saw  both  Haorgamsation 
and  dissolution.  This  failure,  however,  by  no  f|2^ans  deterred 
the  enlightened  advocates  of  medical  organizatwn  froia  far- 
ther efforts.  In  Nov.,  1805,  another  meetiag  of  the  physi- 
cians of  Saratoga  county  was  held,  and  a  resolution  adoptedt 
inviting  their  medical  brethren  in  Washington  and  Moat- 
gomery  counties  to  join  them  in  the  formation  of  a  Society  to 
be  incorated  by  the  State  Legislature.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  resolution  into  effect,  consisted  of  Drs 
John  Stearns,  Wm,  Patrick,  and  Grant  Powell.     Tl^ 
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mittee  issued  a  circular  to  llie  physicians  of  Washington 
and  Monigomery,  in  response  to  which  they  gent  delegates  to 
the  adjourned  meeting  at  Ballston,  on  the  16th  of  January, 
1806.  A  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  asking  for  an  act  of 
incorporation,  was  reported  at  this  meeting,  adopted,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  carry  it  into  effect.  This  committee 
consisted  of  Dr.  John  Stearns,  of  Saratoga,  Dr.  Alex.  Shel- 
don, of  Montgomery,  and  Dr.  Asa  Fitch,  of  Washington.  For- 
tunately the  two  first' members  of  the  committee  had  been 
also  elected  members  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  one  of  them,  Dr.  Shelden  was  elected  Speaker  of 
the  House. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the' memorial  contemplated  nothing 
more  than  the  passage  of  a  law  in  reference  to  the  three 
counties  named,  but  the  enlightened  committee  to  whom  it 
iiad  been  committed,  in  presenting  it  to  the  Legislature,  took 
a  wider  survey  of  the  wants  of  the  profession,  and  asked  for 
for  a  law  applicable  to  every  county  in  the  State.  The  me- 
morial to  the  House  of  Assembly  was  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  five,  a  majority  of  whom  were  medical  men  ;  and  they 
consequently  soon  matured  and  reported  a  general  act  of  in- 
corporation, not  only  applicable  to  each  county  in  the  State, 
but  also  providing  for  a  State  Society  composed  of  delegates 
from  the  several  county  Associations.  But  politicians  so 
magnified  the  dangers  to  which  the  State  would  be  exposed 
from  the  incorporation  of  more  than  forty  Associations  of 
physicians  within  its  limits,  that  despite  of  the  most  earnest 
support  of  both  committees,  the  rejection  of  the  proposed  law 
by  a  large  majority  was  considered  almost  ceitain.  Ownig, » 
however,  to  the  very  able  and  eloquent  advocacy  of  the  bill 
at  this  critical  period,  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  W.  Van  Ness,  it 
finally  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature  on  the  4th  of 
April,  IS06. 

This  law  authorized  the  legally  qualified  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  each  county  to  form  themselves  into  a  Society, 
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nameJ  after  the  cmmiy  iii  which  it  was  f'lnnRd,  with  powor 
lo  choose  offiL-ers,  mnkc  all  needful  rules  iiir  ihe  government 
of  its  members,  and  appoint  a  Board  of  Censors  lo  examine 
find  license  all  the  applicants  for  admission  into  the  profes' 
aion  in  ihcir  respective  counties.  But  no  nnc  could  lie  admit- 
ted to  an  examination  uiitil  he  had  given  pvidcmce  of  having 
studied  three  years  with  some  practiliouer,  and  had  arrived 
to  the  age  of  Iwenty-onc  years.  A  State  Medical  Society 
was  also  provided  for,  to  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from 
from  each  County  Society,  and  siich  prrmanent  members  as 
the  Society  should  from  time  to  lime  elrel,  not  exceeding  two 
in  any  one  year.  It  was  required  to  meet  annually  nt  the 
Capitol  in  the  city  of  Albany  to  elect  officers  and  transact 
such  other  business  as  the  interests  of  the  profession  should 
require.  It  was  also  required  to  divide  the  State  inio  four 
medical  districts  and  appoint  a  Board  of  Censors  for  each) 
whose  duty  it  was  to  examine  all  candidates  for  license  to 
practise  medicine  and  surgery  who  should  present  iJiem- 
"selves  after  having  studied  the  required  Jcngiii  of  lin.e. 
The  law  also  forbid  any  to  enter  the  profession  and  coiled  pay 
for  their  services  without  first  procuring  cither  a  license  from 
a  County  or  Stale  Society,  or  a  diploma  from  some  regularly 
organized  medical  college.  Candidates  who  might  be  re- 
jected by  the  County  Boards  had  the  rij;ht  to  appeal  lo  the 
Censors  of  the  State  Society  for  anothei"  examination  ;  but  not 
vice  vena. 

Within  two  years  after  the  passage  of  this  law  nearly  every 
county  in  the  State  had  its  regularly  organized  medical' 
Society*  with  iis  Board  of  Censors  and  library. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  State  Society  was  held  at  the  capital 
in  Feb.,  1807,  and  completed  its  organization  according  lo  the 
provisions  of  the  law.  Thus  two  great  and  all  important  objects 
were  accomplished  viz:  a  thorough  organization  of  the  pro- 
fession in  a  manner  most  favorable  to  ils  advancement  and 
'■lion,  and  the  provision  for  having  all  candidates  exai 
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ARTICLE  I. 

Case  of  Colloid  Degeneration  of  right  Lung.  By  P.  A.  Allaire, 
M.  D.  Aurora  Illinois. 

The  following  case  of  Malignant  Degeneration  of  the  lung 
will,  I  think  be  found  of  interest  from  its  rareness,  and  from 
the  difficulty  of  diagnosis  which  usually  attends  cases  of  a 
kindred  character.  Dr.  Stokes  published  a  case  some  years 
since  in  the  **  Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Science,"  of  **  En- 
cephaloid  Degeneration  of  the  lung,"  and  remarks  that  it 
is  the  '*  first  case  in  which  a  direct  diagnosis  had  been  made" 
of  the  disease  in  that  locality.  I  have  seen  no  report  of  a 
like  case  since  his.  It  may  be  found  quoted  in  No.  24  of  the 
New  York  Medical  Ga^tte,  Vol.  2nd. 

I 

Cask. — Mr.  Windit  applied  to  me  ii^  March  1847,  for  ad- 
vice in  the  treatment  of  a  tumor  growing  on  the  right  foot.  On 
examination  I  found  a  growth  the  size  of  a  hens  egg,  attached  « 
to  the  metatarsal  bone  of  the  great  toe,  on  its  upper  or  dorsal 
surface.  Tumor  immovable  and  without  pain ;  no  enlarged  ^ 
vessels  on  its  surface.  The  part  had  never  received  any  in- 
jury. This  youDg  man  (Aug.  21,)  presented  every  appear^ 
ance  of  perfect  health,  was  a  farmer,  temperate,  and  labori- 
ous, and  his  family  were  free  from  any  hereditary  disease. 

I  had  treated  Mr.  W.  about  six  years  before  for  symptoms 
of  Morbus  Coxarius  of  right  hip,  the  recovery  from  which 
had  been  perfect,  except  leaving  the  movements  of  the  joint 
somewhat  abridged,  the  effect  of  which  was  quite  apparent 
in  his  gait. 

On  his  requesting  of  me  a  prescription  for  the  tutttdr,  I  ex- 
pressed to  him  my  fears  that  the  disease  was  of  a  cancerous 
character,  and  advised  its  immediate  removal,  as  giving  him 
his  only  chance  for  ultimate  safety.  To  this  be  would  not 
consent,  but  declared  be  would  wait,  watch  it,  and  try  for  its 
removal  without  operation. 

»  \ 


ids        OASB  of  OOLLOfD  PBafiNBRAtlOir  OF  BWl 

J. 

May  8th.  Was  called  to  see  Mr.  W.,  and  found  the  fumor 
much  inflamed  in  consequence  of  an  injury  ;  he  informed  me^ 
it  had  steadily  increased  in  size  since  March.  I  again  prcH 
posed  the  necessitj'  of  its  removal,  which  was  now  agreed  \Qr 
by  the  patient,  but  deferred  for  a  few  days  to  abate  the  local 
inflammation  and  prepare  him  for  the  operation. 

May  11th.  Assisted  by  Drs.  Eastman  and  Stevens  I  am- 
putated the  foot  by  Chopart's  method,  which,  while  it  left  a 
very  useful  stump,  was  deemed  the  safest,  as' removing  not 
only  the  disease,  but  the  parts  immediately  adjacent*  The 
tumor,  on  examination  after  its  removal,  wacr  found  to  consist 
of  a  soft  degeneration.  The  medullary  part  of  the  first  meta- 
tarsal bone  being  filled  with  a  substance  resembling  brain  soft- 
ened by  decomposition.  This  was  the  centre  of  the  disease : 
its  bony  sides  were  expanded,  thjnned,  and  perforated.  Sur-^ 
roundingthebonewasa  semi-transparent,  jelly-like  substance, 
which,  as  you  approached  the  surface  of  the  tumor,  became 
more  like  scirrbus,  and  then  gradually  the  evidences  of  ma-' 
lignancy  were  lost  in  healthy  structure.  From  this  dissection, 
it  seemed  proper  to  class  the  disease  as  CoHoidf  or  Ftdiaceom 
Cancer. 

June  20th.  The  stump  has  healed.  The  patient  s^m^ 
well  in  every  particular  and  has  a  very  useful  limb  ;  in  net 
the  utility  of  the  member  seems  scarcely  abridged. 

After  this,  no  interruption  of  the  general  good  health  of  Mr 
W.,  occurred  for  nearly  two  years,  during  which  time  he  con- 
tinued bis  simple  habits  and  active  life,  and,  from  his  excel* 
lent  constitution  and  the  thorough  removal  of  the  disease,  I 
had  begun  to  believe  that  here  we  had  an  evidence  of  the 
utility  of  the  early  removal  of  malignant  growths.  But  the 
event  proved  in  this  instance,  as  in  most,  if  not  all  others  of 
real  malignancy,  that  the  removal  of  the  point  where  morbific 
matter  had  been  deposited,  or  developed,  caused  no  cessation 
of  the  action  which  first  produced  it.  Ought  we  indeed  ts 
npect,  that  a  mere  amputation  would  prodoce  to  radical  a 


CASE  OP  (JOLIjOID  DEGENERATION  OF  RIGHT  L^NG.       199» 

change  ?     For  ngne  of  this  class  of  diseases  can  be  thought 
local  in  their  character ;  and  when  one  point  of  malignaocy  h 
has  been  removed,  we  must  look  for  the    development  of 
another.     If  this  Is  so,  the  rational  plan  would  be  to  operate 
merely  for  the  prolongation  of  life,  and  seek  diligently  for  some 
agent  which  may  remove  this  diathesis,  or  act  as  an  antidote 
to  the  poison  as  it  is  generated. 

May  7ih.  1849.  Saw  Mr.  W.,  at  his  request,  and  learned 
from  him  that  he  had  had  a  cough,  with  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, for  nearly  two  months;  these  symptoms,  slight  at  first,  had 
gradually  increased;  the  expectoration  had  been  during  this 
time  a  frothy  mucus.  "J 

Present   Condition.     Orlhopnoea,    frequent,   short  hacking     "\ 
cough,  mucous  sputa,  slightly  tenacious  and  often  streaked  with 
bright  blood,  no  pain  in  the  chest,  except   a  little  low  on  the 
left  side,  pulse  85,  rather  small,  skin  moist,  bowels  regular.. 
alvine  evacuations  natural  in  appearance,  tongue  clean,  appe- 
tite good.     A  little  exertion  increases  the  respiratory  move- 
ments.    Percussion  gives  a  dull  sound  on  right  side,  except 
immediately  under  the  clavicle,  leftside  resonant  throughout 
Auscultation  gives  no  respiratory  murmur  or   other  sound  tor 
the  right  lung,  except  in  the  superior  fifth,  and  there  it  is  mix- 
'ed  with  mucous  rhoncus.     On  left  side  respiratory  murmur 
puerile,  in  the  lower  fourth,  with  crepitous  rhoncus.  The  riieaa- 
urements  of  the  two  sides  correspond.  The  symptoms  and  signs        ■ 
detailed  indicated  solidification,  of'y^igljt  lung,  or  empyema  of      ^ 
right  si  le  of  the  chest,  or  a  plueritic  efiusion  in  that  part* 
I  inclined  to  the6rst  idea,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
solidification  was  owing  to  the  developement*  of  malignant 
disease,  because  1st  There  had  been  no  pain  or  other  sjynp-      -a 
toms  of  inflammatory  action,  which  must  have  preceded  either 
empyema,  or  plueritic  effusion.    2nd.  from  the  total  imper- 
meability of  the  lung  except  the  upper  portion.    3rd.-firom       -^ 
the  slow  but  steady  increase  of  orthopncea,  and  4th.  from  the       1^ 
previous  existence  of  malignant  disease.    The  left  luog  was 
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evidently  sound,  except  a  slight  inflammation  in  its  lower  por- 
tion. I  prescribed  for  the  inflammation,  a  solution  Tart.  Ant. 
et.  Potass,  with  poultices  to  the  left  side. 

May  12lh.  Symptoms  of  pneumonia  subsided,  no  change 
in  other  respects.  Directed  Anodynes  ^^ pro  re  Twite,"  stimu- 
lating expectorants,  and  mercury  as  an  alterative,  hoping 
good  from  it  if  the  disease  was  not  malignant,  feeling  that 
anything  would  be  useless  if  it  was. 

June  1.  The  patient  has  been  under  the  influence  of  the 
mercurial  for  ten  days,  but  without  any  amelioration  of  sj-mp- 
toms;  on  the  contrary  the  difficulty  of  respiration  has  steadily 
increased.  The  right  side  is  now  dull  on  percussion  through- 
out, nor  does  auscultation  now  give  any  sign  that  air  enters  the 
right  lung  or  even  its  bronchia.  Examined  the  heart,  and 
found  it  performing  its  functions  healthily.  Since  last  report 
he  has  been  bled  twice,  in  coneqiience  of  the  lung  being  ap- 
parently unable  to  supply  the  requisite  amount  of  oxygen  to 
the  blood,  as  was  indicated  by  lividity  of  lips,  tips  of  fingers 
&c.,  and  by  increased  embarrassment  of  respiration.  The  ex- 
pectoration is  at  times  very  copious,  consisting  of  mucus, 
marked  occasionally  with  bright  blood  or  little  clots.  The 
appetite  has  failed.  Pulse  90  and  small.  Patient  emaciating 
fast.  No  effusion  in  abdomen  or  cellular  tissue.  Size  of 
chest  same  on  both  sides.  Directed  to  continue  anodynes 
and  expectorants,  suspend  the  use  of  the  Calomel. 

June  15.  Respiration  so  difficult  that  he  sits  up  constant- 
ly, and  has  some  one  to  fan  him  day  and  night.  In  the  left 
lung  there  is  now  cavernous  rhoncus,  with  a  puffing  noise  in 
the  upper  half,  in  the  lower  half  mucus  rhoncus  with  puerile 
murmur.  No  change  in  right  side.  These  signs  of  engorge- 
ment and  abscess  in  the  left  lung,  show  that  it  will  not  much 
longer  suflSce  to  keep  the  vital  spark  burning.  He  is  using 
anodynes  tonics  and  stimulants. 

June  28th.  Died  without  apparent  change  in  symptoms. 
About  three  weeks  before  his  death  a  small  tumor  was  noticed 


'«^  &...  ^     .      fc.  ^^a.^-  ^* 


CBLOSpFOaiil  IN  EUBGICAL  OPIKATION3.  SO 

in  llie  rigbt  groin  ^^ch  increaseJ  to  the  size  of  a  pullet's  egg* 
Twenty  eight  hoAs  ftfter  death  the  body  waa  examined  by 
Dr.  N.  Hard  and  ujfself.     In  consequence  of  the  heat  of  tfa 
weather  and  otheiKi''CU[nstanc*e5  ilie  chest  only  was  opened 
Eody  muth  emat^ecf,  no  infiltration  of  cellular  tisaue< ,  Oi 
opening  the  lhorai»|^iild  of  ;i  pa]c  straw  colour;  limpid,  ai 
without  flakes,  flawed  oul  to  the  umount  of  18  or  20  ounces, 
from  the  right  side  thie fly.     No  trace  of  lung  or  broTichial  tvb^ 
could  be  found  on  this  side,  butintke  upper  part  leai  impacted,  at 
adherent  to  the  parieles,  an  amber  coloured  and  Jelly  like  me 
which  would   probably   have  weighed  six  or  seven  pounu 
The  lower  part  of  the  cavity  was  occupied  with  the  fluid  bt 
fore  mentioned.     Left  lung  adherent  to  ji^eura  coilalis  in  sei 
eral  places,  by   old  bands  chiefly;  in   the   upper   half  wi 
severtil  small  cavities  filled  with  grumous  fluid.     The  rema 
der  of  this  organ  was  much  engorged  and  softened. 
tumor  in  the  groin  on  being  cut  into  discharged   a  limpid  1 
id;  but  at  the  centre  had  the  appearance  of  Scirrhus. 


Report  of  Surgical  Operatiotu  under  the  use  of  Chioroform, 
By  John  A.  Haldbsuan,  M.'jft.,  of  CarUnville,  Illinois. 
From  the  interest  manifested  by  the  medical  profession  and 
the  public  in  general,  relative  to  the  use  and  propeities  tA 
ansesthetic  agents  in  medical  and  surgical  practice,  I  hav 
been  induced  to  communicate  to  your  valuable  Journal  tb 
result  of  my  experience  in  the  use  of  chloroform  in  a  ft* 
cases  that  seemed,  In  my  judgment,  to  indicat«  its  employ- 
ment. As  facts  and  experience,  when  carefi^ly  and  acci»- 
f  ately  reported,  wiU  always  subserve  ibe  ^tiiie  aad  practical 
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interest  of  medical  science  ;  and  as  there  is  so  much  diver* 
sity  of  opinion  with  regard  lo  the  influence  of  this  remecly  oa 
the  animal  economy,  I  have  thought  the  following  re&ults  of 
my  limited  observations  and  practice  mignt  ^lerve,  in  some  de- 
gree, to  call  the  attention  of  some  abler  nfrtnbera  of  the  pro- 
fession from  among  the  numerous  readers  and  coBtributors  of 
scientiflc  medicine.  ''  ' 

Casb  I. — Mr.  A.  C.  Stephenson,  a  gentleman  of  middle 
age,  and  of  delicate  constitution,  was  attacked,  in  Mny  last, 
with  erysipelas  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest.  So  malignant 
was  the  inflammatory  action  as  to  result  in  extensive  suppu- 
ration under  the  fascia  and  muscles  of  the  part,  requiring  the 
matter  to  be  discharged,  for  wliich  I  was  called  to  operate. 

From  the  excessive  sensibility  of  the  nervous  system,  I 
thought  the  use  of  chloroform  was  clearly  indicated,  prepara- 
tory to  the  operation.     A  small  incision  had  been   made  by 
Dr.  A.  Miller,  the  attending   physician,  who,  with    Dr.  D. 
8-  Brocky  assisted  in  the  case.     One  dnichrn  of  the  Chloro- 
roform   was  inhaled  in  about  five   minutes,  when  complete 
insensibility  was  inJuced.     I    immediately  commenced   the 
operation  by  making  a  second  incision  with  a  thumb  lancet» 
three  inches  lower  down  than  the  one  which  had  been  made 
previously.     I  then  introduced  a  grooved  director  into   the 
lower  oritice  and  gently  pushed  it  through  the  upper  opening. 
A  probe-pointed  bistoury  was  then  carried  along  the  gr(K3vc  of 
,i      the  director  from  one  opening  to  the  other,  through   the  in- 
^        flamed  skin  and   subjacent  parts,  exposing  freely  the  bottom 
of  the  abscess,  at  least  three  inches  in  length.     The  matter 
was  all  broken  up  with  a  sccxip  and  discharged.     During  the 
\ .      whole  of  the  operation  there  was  noi  the  slightest  evidence  of 
t        either  pain  or  consciousness  on  the   part  of  the  patient.     A 
few  minutes  after  the  operation   was  over,  he  recovered  the 
[        possession  of  his  mind  and  feelings,  but  allirmed  that  fie  knew 
and  felt  nothing  that  had  been  done.     lie  soon  got  woU. 

Iaib  IL— Master  N.  B.  Hully,  a  boy  aged  iifief  a  year8»  of 
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a  dwarfish  and  sickly  growth  from  his  infancy  ;  was  brought 
by  bis*faiher  to  niy  office  last  September,  for  the  extirpation 
•of  a  lafge  and  suspicious  tumor  from  the  inside  of  the  upper 
eyelid  of  the  left  eye.  I  placed  him  on  his  back  on  the  office 
counter,  with  ^is  hett^  elevated  and  fairly  exposed  to  the  light 
of  the  window,  find  administered  to  him  a  little  over  half  a 
drachm  of  chloroform.  Complete  loss  of  sensibility  was 
produced  within  eight  or  ten  minutes.  Dr.  E,  Wright,  my 
pupil  at  that  time,  assisted  me  with  the  case. 

The  eyelid  being  everted,  and  the  tumor,  thrust  throuj 
with  a  common  tenaculum,  was  entirely  removed  with  a 
.  small  scalpel,  Considerable  hemorrhage  ensued,  which  in- 
creased the  feebleness  of  his  naturally  very  defective  circula- 
tion. His  consciousness  and  sensibility  did  not  return  for 
nearly  forty  minutes  after  the  operation,  when  the  youth  was 
surprised  and  rejoiced  to  learn  that  the  tumor  was  out.  He 
knew  and  felt  nothing  of  the  operation.  At  the  expiration  of 
a  week,  his  father  took  him  home,  perfectly  cured. 

Case  HI. — Mr.  R.  H.  King,  of  Madison  county,  had  his 
finger  contused  about  the  root  of  the  nail,  so  as  partially  to 
destroy  its  connection.  Inflammation  with  the  most  exquisite 
pain  supervened.  Upon  examination  I  found  that  the  loos- 
ened nail  was  acting  as  an  extraneous  substance  on  the  tender 
and  sensitive  quick,  I  advised  the  removal  of  the  nail,  under 
the  influence  of  Chloroform.  He  was  placed  upon  the  bed, 
took  a  half-ounce  of  Chloroform,  which  induced  insensibility 
for  about  two  minutes,  when  I  pulled  the  nail  off,  with  a  pair 
of  dental  forceps,  without  any  pain  from,  or  knowledge  of  the 
operation.  For  the  space  of  fifteen  minutes  after  the  opera- 
tion, Mr.  K.  continued  in  a  state  of  mental  revery,  describing 
in  glowing  language  the  beauties  and  exquisite  grandure  of 
an  ideal  scenery,  which  he  afterwards  compared  to  a  vision 
of  Paradise. 

Case  IV. — Mr.  R.  Rodes,  aged  60  yeiirs,  came  to  consult 
me  last  September,  relative  to  a  large  cancerous  tun.or  of  the 
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under  lip.  T  advised  its  removal  with  the  knife.  Ailer  a 
few  days  attention  to  his  general  health,  the  operation  wa» 
performed  in  the  following  manner,  on  the  second  day  of  Oc- 
tober last.  After  placing  him  on  his  back  on  the  office  coun- 
ter, he  inhaled  one  ounce  of  pure  Chloroform  during  the 
space  of  one  hour,  before  complete  ana3sthesia  was  induced. 
I  then  caught  the  lip  between  my  finger  and  thumb,  pulled 
it  perpendicularly  from  the  jaw,  and  with  a  scalpel  made  a 
semi-circalar  incision  from  one  angle  of  the  mouth  to  the 
other,  including  the  entire  lip  down  to  the  chin.  Both  the  la- 
bial branches  of  the  facial,  and  the  sublingual  arteries  were 
taken  up  and  secured  by  ligatures.  The  whole  operation  was 
performed  without  the  slightest  pain  or  even  consciousness 
being  experienced.  When  the  old  gentleman  recovered  his- 
senses  and  found  that  the  operation  v\  as  over,  he  was  exceed- 
ingly gritified.  At  the  expiration  of  two  weeks  the  wound 
was  well.  Seven  months  have  now  elapsed,  and  there  is 
every  appearance  of  a  radical  cure  of  the  malady. 

Case  V. — Mr.  T.  R.  J.  English,  aged   about  thirty-five 
years,  consulted  niC  in  March  last,  relative  to  the  treatment 
of  a  malignant  cancerous  affection,  involving  the  lips  and  the 
left  angle  of  the  mouth.     It  had  been  treated  by  different 
phj'sicians  to  no  good  purpose  ;  was  of  six  or  seven  years 
standing,  and  seemed  clearly,  in  my  mind,  to  demand,  as  the 
only  alternative,  immediate  extirpation.    Consequently,  on  the 
ninth  of  April,  with  the  assistance  of  Drs.  L.  J.  Woods  and 
E.  Wiight,  I  operated.     Four  drachms  of  Chloroform  were 
first  administered,  and  the  ojK^ration  commenced  ;  but  there 
was  an  evident  cringing  from  the  knife,  slnnving  some  sensi- 
bility to  pain,  when   I  withhold  the   scalpel  and  gave  two 
drachms  more  of  Chloroform,  which  induced  complete  loss  of 
feeling,  and  then  resumed  the  operation,  and  in  less  than  two 
minutes  removed  all  the   cancerous  growth,  including  more 
than  hiilf  of  each  lip,  and  nearly  the  whole  cheek  of  the  left 
"'^e.   The  hemorrhage  was  active  and  free  ;.  the  two  labial 
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arteries  were  secured  with  ligatures,  and  the-  main  facial  ar- 
tery compressed  on  the  inferior  maxillary  bonCf  so  as  effectu- 
ally* to  com.mand  the  bleeding.  No  pain  of  any  consequence 
was  felt  till  after  the  operation. 

Mr.  English  is  now  (first  day  of  May)  nearly  well.  There 
is  no  visible  indication  of  any  morbid  or  cancerous  character 
in  the  wound,  which  will  in  a  few  days  be  entirely  well. 

The  discovery  of  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  Chloroform 
may  be  regarded  as  constituting  a  new  era  in  the  science  of 
therapeutics,  by  conferring  upon  operative  surgery  a  complete 
antidote  to  pain.  But  many  respectable  and  intelligent  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  still  oppose  its  use,  by  alleging  that  in 
very  many  cases  it  is  unnecessary,  and  in  most  instances  lia- 
ble to  produce  injurious  consequences.  And  some  enter  their 
caveat  against  its  employment  in  mitigating  the  pains  of 
parturition,  because  they  are  natural^  and  are  the  penalty  for 
transgression  and  sin.  But  objections  urged  upon  such  prin- 
ciples would  weigh  with  equal  force  against  all  the  salutary 
and  saving  influences  of  the  remedial  scheme  of  Redemption. 
But  if  any  man  is  under  obligation  to  mitigate  the  sufferings 
of  humanity,  and  thereby  imitate  the  great  Friend  of  sinners, 
it  IS  the  skilful  and  pious  physician. 

Chloroform,  I  am  sure,  when  carefully  and  jjdiciously 
employed,  will  never  be  productive  of  injury,  or  be  in  any  wise 
detrimental  to  the  patient.  But  like  all  other  potent  and  effi- 
cient remedies,  requires  to  be  administered  by  a  skilful  Phy- 
sician— one  who  understands  the  physiology  of  the  human 
system,  the  probable  resources  of  vital  energy,  the  pathology 
of  the  disease,  and  the  laws  of  life. 
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ARTICLE  III. 
Congeslivp  Fever, — By  Tuos.  Sheldon,  M.  D.  Brushy  Prairie, 
LaGrangeCou  Iml. 

Perh-ipa  there  is  no  mnre  vague  term  used  in  Medicine,  than 
he  one  at  ihe  bead  of  this  cnmiaunicalion.  By  it  J  wish  to 
esignate  a  fortn  of  Fever,  wiih  which  I  have  ftequeoily  met 
^practice,  but  a  descrijuion  ol  which  I  hiive  never  been  30 
>riunaXe  a^  to  meet  with;  consequenily  what  I  write  is  the 
esult  of  my  nwn  observation  at  the  bed-side  of  ihe  patient. 
'I  should  define  this  disease  to  be,  Continued  Fever  of  raih- 
r  a  low  grade  ui' excitement,  with  obsiinaie  inaction  of  the 
iliary  organs;  owing  probably  to  corjgcelion  in  the  syateLQ  of 
e  vena  porlaruin.  It  may  oceur  primarily,  or  may  fuUow 
a  the  course  of,  or  upon  the  subsidence  of  other  diseades, 
21  ore  especially  PneumDQJa. 

When  (he  disease  occurs  as  a  primary  afleclion,  the  pre- 
monitory symptoms  do  not  differ  from  ihoseof  eommon  Bil- 
ious Fever;  in  fat't,  ihe  fulldevelnpcment  of  the  disease  is  fre- 
quently preceded  by  Fever  of  an  Intermittent  form.  There 
is  chilliness,  sometimes  a  distinct  chill,  languor,  pain  in  the 
head,  back,  and  extremities,  verligo,  lussof  appetite,  Ihirst, 
sometimes  extreme  restlessness,  oliener,  drowsiness,  or  incli- 
nation lo  stupor;  bovclBobslinalely  constipated)  or  borrassed 
by  a  colliquative  di  irrhcea;  the  tongue  is  dry  ia  the  centre, 
red  at  the  lip  and  edges,  becoming  dark  colored  and  cracked 
in  the  course  of  the  diacaee  ;  frequently  ilie  point  hus'a  pecu- 
liarly smooth  and  slii<iy  appearance.  Sometimes  constant  nait- 
sea  and  vomiting  wiiliout  the  ejecuun  of  juiy  bile;  the  slcin 
and  conjunctiva  are  yellow,  and  the  urine  scanty  and  high 
colored.  The  pulse  is  genpnilly  frequenl  iitid  compresatble, 
sometimes  very  much  oppressed,  mukiiig  llic  feel  of  it  at  the 
■wrist  difScult  and  inJisiinct.  Whon  the  oppression  is  great, 
ireatbing  will  be  irregular  a,od  the  skin  ct 


SHELDON  ON  CONGESTIVE  FEVER.  207 

perhaps  not  perceptible  at  the  wrist.  This  condition  is  only 
distinguishable  from  one  ot'  prostration  by  the  preceding  history 
of  the  case.  Internal  stimulants  under  these  circumstances 
will  prove,  so  far  as  my  experience  goe^iJrijurious.  The  sleep 
is  generally  disturbed,  the  patient  starting  and  scowling  or 
muttering  in  his  sleep.  The  skin  may  be  dry  or  moist ;  the 
extremities  inclined  to  be  cool. 

Cases  do  occur  in  which  the  patient  complains  of  no  pain 
whatever,  through  the  whole  course  of  the  disease ;  neither 
is  there  tenderness  or  pressure  over  the  thoracic  or  any  part  of 
the  abdominal  regions.  Delirium  usually  supervenes  when 
the  disease  goes  on  toward  an  unfavorable  termination. 

The  characteristic  symptom.  I  conceived  to  be,  the  appear- 
ance of  the  alvine  discharges,  and  their  not  being  changed  by 
the  administration  of  ordinary  bilious  cathartics.  The  stools 
are  extremely  thin,  watery,  without  much  fcetor,  and  contin- 
ue thus,  even  when  calomel  and  other  mercurial  cathartics 
have  been  freely  administered.  When  the  mercurials  have 
been  continued  sometime  in  moderate  quantities,  the  stools 
assume  a  greenish  tinge,  but  still  continue  scanty  and  without 
consistence.  So  long  as  the  stools  retain  this  appearance  the 
Fever  continues  unabated.     . 

Remissions  and  exacerbations  frequently  occur,  the  remis- 
ion  in  the  morning,  the  exacerbation  in  the  afternoon  or  eve- 
ning; but  the  remission  is  imperfect,  merely  a  diminution  of 
of  the  febrile  excitement  which  is  at  no  time  excessive. 

When  the  disease  goes  on  to  a  iatal  termination,  the  stupor 
increases,  or  when  restles>ness  prevails,  it  corrtinues  unaba- 
ted ;  the  tongue  becomes  dryer  and  darker  in  the  centre,  more 
red  and  shiny  at  the  edges  ;  the  pulse  quicker,  more  frequent, 
and  irregular;  the  teeth  are  covered  with  dark  sordes;  the 
countenance  assumes  an  anxious  expression,  and  toward  the 
cIqsc  becomes  cadaverous  ;  *he  breathing  irregular;  delirium 
and  subsultus  tendinum  ensue;  the  extremities  become  cold  ; 
tlie  skin  clammy ;  the  pulse  weaker,  more  frequent,  and  irreg^ 
u!ar,  and  death  soon  (closes  ibe  5cene, 
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When  the  (li3e;ise  yields  to  the  effurls  of  nature,  or  to  tu 
influence  of  remedies,  the  stupor  diminishes  ;  the  tongue  be- 
comes cleaner,  moister,  and  less  red  at  the  tip  and  edge;  the 
pulse  ful1«(  and  slower;  the  skin  uniformly'  warm  and  moist, 
and,  whtehisof  grf^aicr  importance,  the  stools  beconae  free, 
consistent  and  dark  colored  ;  ilie  iippetite  returns  and  the  pa- 
tient is  convalescent.  I  have  not  met  with  any  case  in  wbicli 
the  slools  assumed  these  appearances,  which  did  not  lermiaale 
favorably-;  but  I  have  seen  marked  improvement  in  all  other 
respects,  which  wag  merely  temporarj',  and  was  soon  follow- 
ed by  an  aggravation  of  all  the  symptoms  and  a  fatal  termi- 
nation. 

"When  this  condition  supervenes  upon  the  subsidence  of 
Pneumonia,  the  Pneumonic  symploms  yield,  but  the  patient 
does  not  improve  as  rnpidly  as  we  naturally  anucipate  ;  ibc 
bowels  are  not  moved  by  mild  caibartics,  or  colliquative  diai^ 
ihoea  is  present ;  the  Inngue  becomes  dark  colored  at  the  base 
and  centre,  and  red  and  shiny  at  the  lip  and  edges ;  the  skin 
and  conjunctiva  are  yellow,  the  pulse  quick  and  frequent ;  and 
unless  speedily  interrupted,  the  train  of  symptoms  before 
enumerated,  terminating  in  death,  follow  in  quick  succession. 
I  have  witnessed  this  result  several  times  in  persons  of  intem- 
perate habits,  who  had  been  severely  attacked  with  Pneumo- 
nia, for  which  ihey  had  been  actively  treated  in  the  onset- 
These  cases  1  believe  to  be  peculiarly  unmanageable,  owing 
to  the  impaired  condition  of  the  biliary  organs,  in  intemper- 
ate persons. 

During  the  past  season  this  form  of  Fever  prevailed  exten- 
sively in  this  neighborhood,  and  was  very  fatal,  The  want 
of  success  which  attended  my  practice  while  pursuin"  so 
ordinary  course  of  treatment,  led,  or  rather  forced  me  to 
adopt  the  one  which  I  am  about  lo  detail,  nnd  which  so  far  as 
I  have  seen  it  tried  has  proved  entirely  f^nccessful, 

I  will  merely  remnrk  in  rrgnrd  lo  my  (firmer  practice  and 
iiperience  in  this  disease,  that  1  had  used  t 

ilitor  other  ■ymptonu  called  for  it  j  Col 
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or  in  small  ones  repeated  ;  cathartics  of  every  description  in 
diflferent  cases;  epispastics  to  the  right  hypochohdrium  and  over 
the  abdomen ;  sinapisps  and  warmth  to  the  extremities ; 
opiates,  diaphoretics,  &c.,  in  short  purlliing  an  ordinary  course 
of  treatment  for  continued  Fever  wilh^ortal  torpor  or  conges- 
tion. I  gave  quinine  where  the  remission  was  at  all  distinct. 
In  those  cases  where  I  gave  calomel  in  full  doses,  say  front 
40  to  60  grs.  pr  diem,  the  progress  of  the  disease  was  retar- 
ded, but  in  a  majority  of  casesi  only  retarded  ;  the  fatal  ter- 
mination though  delayed,  almost  uniformly  ensued.  Under 
the  use  of  non-mercurial  cathartics,  and  other  courses  of  treat- 
ment, including  the  expectant  plan,  which  I  tried,  the  success 
w^as  about  the  same,  but  the  disease  progressed  more  rapid 
than  under  the  former  one. 

1  hold  that  the  indication  of  cure,  is  to  promote  a  free  ac- 
tion in  the  system  of  the  vena  portae,  which  will  be  evinced 
by  the  appearance  of  free,  consistent,  dark  colored  stools. 
The  only  remedy  I  have  found  capable  of  effecting  this  indi- 
cation, is  calomel;  and  it  only  when  given  in  enormous  doses. 
In  a  case  of  this  kind  of  Fever,  if  the  symptoms  are  not  very 
prominent,  or  alarming,  f^l^ch  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its 
character,  I  administer  IHpriiinary  purgative  dose  of  Jalo- 
mel,  say  from  10  to  40  grs^^lbllowed  by  some  other  cathartic ; 
if  the  stools  produced  by  this  are  fr#t^g|d^consistent,  we  have 
the  best  evidence  that  portal  congestBwK  not  present ;  but  if 
on  the  contrary,  the  stools  continue  thin  and  watery,  and  the 
fever  not  materially  abated,  I  hesitate  no  longer,  but  adminis- 
ter (generally  with  my  own  hands,)  from  one  to  two  hundred 
grs.  Calomel,  and  repeat  it  according  to  the  severity  of  the 
attack,  in  from  40  to  120  grs.  doses,  every  3  or  4  hours,  un- 
til the  passages  become  free  and  consistent.  After  from  12 
to  18  hours  if  the  Calomel  does  not  operate  freely,  I  prescribe 
some  additional  cathartic  medicine  ;  a  spoonful  of  castor  oil 
with  a  drop  or  two  of  croton  oil  repeated  every  2  hours  ans- 
wers very  well,  where  it  will  be  retained  by  the  stomachs 
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^  When  Other  articles  are  rejected,  the  castor  oil  in  pill,  aided 

by  sthiiulating  enemaia,  will  be  most  efficient,  When  there 
are  evidences  of  mucous  irritation  in  the  intestinal  canal,  I 
prefer  a  mixture  of  Castor  Oil  and  Magnesia,  flavored  by 
Oil  of  Lemon  or  Peppermint. 

The  Calomel  should  not  be  discontinued  until  the  stools  are 
f  freest  consisto/f^  and  dark  colored;  neither   should    opium   be 

combined  wit    it  to  prevent  its  running  off  by  the  bowels. 

The  object  is,  to  open  all  the  secretions,  not  to  get  the  spe- 
cific effect  of  the  mercury,  and  no  danger  of  this  need  be  ap- 
prehended, unless  the  Calomel  is  continued  after  the  above 
named  indication  is  entirely  fulfilled. 

At  the  same  lime  if  there  is  much  oppression,  with  stupori 
coldness  of  the  extremities  etc.  I  apply  a  large  epispastic  to 
the  right  hj-pochondrium,  sinapisms  and  warmth  to  the  extrem- 
ities, and  give  the  spiritus  mindereri  internally. 

The  size  of  the  dose  of  Calomel,  and  the  frequency  of  its 
repetition,  must  of  course  depend  upon  the  severity  of  the  attack, 
and  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  its  invasion.  The  ea^ 
lier  in  the  disease  the  Calomel  is  administered,  the  more 
prompt  will  be  its  effect,  and  the  less  of  it  will  be  required  to 
fulfil  the  indication. 

To  one  person  who  was  most  severely  attacked  I  gave  200 
grs.  Calomel  at  one^fdose,  followed  in  G  hours  by  Croton  Oil; 
he  took  5  droi)s  of  the  Oil,  was  purged  very  freely,  the  stools, 
which  were  at  first  extremely  thin  and  watery,  became  con- 
sistent, and  he  convalesced  rapidly  without  the  slightest  ap- 
pearance of  ptyalism.  The  same  imlividua!,  about  six 
months  previously,  was  salivated  by  taking  20  grs.  Calomel 
followed  by  Sulph.  Magnesia,  which  also  operated  freely,  for 
an  ordinary  attack  of  Bilious  Fever. 

In  another  case,  one  of  the  most  alarming  ones  I  ever  saw, 
I  gave  360  grs.  Calomel  in  the  course  of  the  day  ;  Castor  Oil 
and  Magnesia  were  given,  which  operated  during  the  niahi; 
the  foUowing  moroiDg  there  was  a  striking  iaiprovement  io 
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all  the  symptoms;  I  gave  him  120  grs.  moie  at  oire  dose,  and 
the  following  day  he  was  convalescent,  without  ptyalism* 
This  patient  was  a  young  man  of  ve^y  feeble  constitution,  and 
depraved  general  health. 

To  a  little  girl  6  years  of  age,  who  had  been  laboring  under 
the  disease  several  days,  and  had  been  taking  mercurials  and 
Cathartics,  Diaphoretics,  Quinine,  etc.,  without  any  percep- 
tible improvement,  I  gave  180  grs.  in  divided  do»s  within  12 
hours;  this  followed  by  the  Oil  and  Magnesia  mixture,  pro- 
duced two  very  copious  stools,  a  considerable  portion  of  which 
was  of  the  consistence  of  Tar  and  very  dark  colored.  From 
this  lime  she  convalesced  rapidl}^  without  pt5'alism  ;  and  her 
constitution  which  was  previously  good,  is  in  nowise  impaircoP^ 
by  the  enormous  doses  of  this  powerful  remedial  agent. 

The  Calomel  is  the  principal  remedy,  but  the  ,Spts.  Min- 
dereri,  especially  when  the  disease  has  continued  sometime  1 
hold  of  very  great  importance.  As  a  .'nxative  the  oil  and 
Magnesia  mixture  is  the  best  that  can  be  used. 

The  use  of  Opium  should  as  much  as  possible  be  avoided  ; 
and  when  given,  very  small  doses  will  be  found  most  benefi- 
cial ;  a  little  Comp.  Tinct^-Opii  will  almost  always  allay  any 
irritatbn  that  may  arise.  JBk^ong  as  the  stools  are  thin  and 
watery.  Opium  will  be  pot^Sely  ivjuriaus. 

When  abdominal  tenderness  supeBHJMBS,  the  application  of 
cold  by  means  of  linen  cloths  dipped^jjjpjpold  water,  and  ap- 
plied over  the  whole  abd.)men,  changing  them  as  often  as 
they  become  warm,  will  be  found  very  serviceable. 

Where  Dysury  is  present,  the  Spts.  Nit.  Dulc,  together 
with  Slippery  Elm  infusion,  may  be  given  with  advantage. 

After  a  free  action  of  the  biliary  organs  has  been  obtained, 
some  of  the  Bitter  Infusions  will  hasten  the  complete  restora- 
tion of  health.  Quinine  will  be  necessary  when  Fever  of  a 
periodic  character  is  present.  But  until  all  the  secretions  are 
fully  estabirshed,  the  administration  of  stimulants  or  tonics 
cannot  be  otherwise  than  injurious^ 
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A  few  words  more  as  to  the  administration  of  Calomel  in 
these  enormous  doses  and  I  will  close.  I  have  known  of  bat 
two  instances,  out  of  a  considerable  number,  in  which  the 
Calomel  was  given  in  quantities  of  from  2  to  400  grs.  in  the 
24  hours,  and  in  some  instances  repeated  in  these  doses  for 
several  days,  in  which  Ptyalism  took  place ;  and  in  these  it 
was  not  profuse.  In  both;  the  Calomel  was  continued, 
though  in  smaller  doses,  after  the  stools  had  become  free  and 
consistent." 

No  considerable  nausea  or  oihfr  uneasy  feeling  is  produced 
while  the  Calomel  is  slowly  but  surely  fulfiling  its  office.  In 
no  case  have  I  seen  an3'thing  like  Hypercatharsis  or  excessive 
.fl|fpurgation  follow  its  exhibition.  I  have  frequently  legretted 
not  having  given  it  sooner  or  more  freely,  but  never  bad  a  wish 
that  the  dose  had  been  less. 

Unquestionably  Calomel  is  an  agent  of  great  power  for 
good  or  ill ;  and  its  administration,  especially  in  these  doses, 
should  not  be  ventured  upon  rashly,  or  trusted  to  the  hands 
of  an  unskilful  person ;  but  the  effect  of  the  remedy  should 
be  closely  observed,  and  as  soon  as  the  desired  effect  is  ob- 
tained,  but  not  before,  it  should  be  discontinoed.  It  can  be 
most  conveniently  given  by  N^j^  with  sweet  cream. 

Very  probably  a  less  enei^tic  course  of  treatment  will 
sometimes  prove  swpessful ;  but  cases  wiU  occur  in  which 
I  am  very  confideflKo  other  remedy  will  be  found  equal  to 
the  disease. 

Epidemics  vary  greatly,  as  to  severity  in  different  years, 
and  in  different  places  the  same  year.  That  which  prevailed 
here  the  past  season  was  of  a  very  obstinate  character  ;  bat  I 
can  well  remember  cases  which  occurred  in  my  practice  in 
former  years,  terminating  fatally,  in  which  I  believe  a  diflu^ 
ent  result  would  have  followed  the  adoption  of  this  plan  of 
treatment. 

I  have  never  known  tlie  stage  of  collapse  to  ensuct  when 
the  secretions  were  fully  restored ;  neither  baf^  ever  Iwown 
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a  patient  to  recover  from  this  form  of  Fever  when  it  did  rake 
place  ;  consequently,  anything  I  might  be  able  to  write  con- 
cerning this  stage  would  not  be  useful  or  interesting. 

Stimulants  may  be  given  freely,  but  in  all  probability  will 
prove  entirely  unavailing. 

An  advanced  state  of  oppression  might  be  mistaken  fur 
one  of  prostration  ;  the  former  would  require  the  free,  use  of 
the  Calomel,  and  the  latter  could  hardly  be  injured  by  it ;  of 
course,  where  there  was  such  a  doubt  existing,  I  would  re- 
commend that  course  of  treatment  which  would  offer  the  best 
chance  of  saving  the  patient. 


ARTICLE  V. 

Collodion  in  Mammary  Inflammation. — By  Jno.  Evans,  M.  D., 
Prof,  of  Obstetrics,  etc.,  in  Rush  Medical  College. 

Mammary  Inflammation»-^hethe<r  it  occurs  during  lactation 
or  at  any  other  time,  is  exceeaingly  prone  to  result  in  suppura- 
tion. This  is  owing  to  the  great  vascularity  of  the  organ, 
and  its  loose  and  flaccid  texture,  which'^Uows  the  determina- 
tion of  blood  to  it  speedily  to  result  in  effusion  of  lymph, 
which,  in  the  absence  of  the  pressure  made  by  denser  struc- 
tures, is  not  absorbed,  but  results  in  the  secretion  of  pus. — 
Thus  when  the  breast  becomes  indurated  under  the  treat- 
ment heretofore  practised  by  the  professsion,  of  poulticing, 
applying  liniments,  tobacco  leaves,  &c.,  without  constitutional 
treatment,  it  almost  uniformly  forms  an  abscess. 

Disheartened  by  the  general  want  of  success  in  preventing 
suppuration  by  the  ordinary  means  of  treatment,  and  satisfied 
that  the  most  prominent  indication  of  cure  was  to  overcome 

3  B 
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the  freedom  with  which  the  blood  is  forced  into  the  mammae 
and,  by  compression,  cause  the  absorption  of  the  lymph,  as 
is  done  by  the  roller  applied  on  the  extremities,  io  various 
forms  of  inflammation,  I  determined  to  use  a  complete  coat- 
ing of  the  collodion  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  its  contraction ; 
the  result  of  which  will  be  more  fully  illustrated  by  relating 
the  following  cases  in  which  it  has  been  used. 

Case  I. — Dec.  18th,  1849 ;  called  to  see  Mrs.  J.,  suSering 
from  Mammary  Inflammation  during  lactation.  Found  she 
had  bathed  with  liniments,  applied  poultices  and  kept  the 
milk  well  drawn  from  the  breast,  but  without  apparent  benefit. 
I  could  detect  decided  fluciuation  at  the  point  of  greatest  sut 
tifering.  I  ordered  a  coat  of  the  liquid  adhesive  plaster  which 
gave  very  prompt  relief,  and  the  inflammation  speedily  sub- 
sided. A  few  days  after  I  opened  the  abscess  which  pointed, 
but  it  discharged  a  very  small  quantity  and  rapidly  recovered- 

Case  XL — Mrs.  S.  was  confined  June  5,  1850,  with  her 
third  child.  On  the  7th,  she  was  attacked  with  a  chill,  fol- 
lowed by  high  Fever  and  active  inflammation  of  both  mammae. 
She  had  suffered,  after  each  of  her  previous  coafinetnents, 
with  extensive  abscess  of  the  left  breast.  The  secretion  of 
milk  was  very  profuse,  and  notwithstanding  strenuous  eflforts 
to  keep  the  milk  drawn  oflf  by  the  assistance  of  a  little  girl 
who  drew  it  very  freely,  the  left  mamma  became  extensively 
indurated  and  was  acutely  sensitive  and  painful  at  the  point 
of  the  former  abscesses. 

I  applied  the  collodion  so  as  to  cover  the  indurations  com* 
pletely,  with  the  effect  of  promptly  relieving  the  suflferiog  of 
the  patient ;  and  by  repeating  the  coating  morning  and  night 
for  a  few  days  the  indurations  were  removed.  The  only  ad- 
ditional treatment  used  was  Seidlitz  Powders  given  to  produce 
a  laxative  effect. 

Case  III. — Mr.  McC.  eight  days  after  confinement,  was 
attacked  with  mammary  inflamation  attended  with  chill  and 
' '  i^h  febrile  excitement,  on  the  8th  of  June  : 
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Gave  Mass  Hyd.  grs.  xij  with  Pulv.  Doveri  grs.  viij.  in  the 
evening. 

June  9lh.  This  morning  the  breast  is  very  painful  and  ex- 
tremely tender  to  the  touch,  great  thirst,  dry  mouth,  frequent 
but  compressible  pulse  and  a  troublesome  cough.  The  bowels 
had  not  been  moved.  Ordered  Sul.  Mag.  5ss.  and  an  appli- 
cation of  the  collodion  to  the  breast,  and  free  abstraction  of 
milk. 

June  10th.  Much  better,  says  the  application  of  collodion  to 
the  inflamed  breast  gave  immediate  relief  to  the  pain,  and  the 
soreness  has  rapidly  diminished.  Ordered  the  application  to 
be  repeated. 

The  recovery  was  rapid  without  suppuration.  * 

Case  IV, — Mrs.  P.  three  weeks  after  confinement  was  at- 
tacked with  inflammation  of  the  mamma  on  the  24th  of  June 
1850,  She  had  been  previously  under  treatment  for  uterine 
phlebitis,  from  which  she  was  recovering. 

The  breast  was  swollen,  indurated  and  very  painful.  The 
collodion  was  applied  so  as  to  cover  the  induration  and  swel- 
ling, with  almost  instant  relief  to  the  pain.  By  repeating  the 
application  the  swelling  subsided  gradually,  without  suppur- 
ation. 

Case  V. — July  15th  1850.  Mrs.  M.  had  an  attack  of 
inflammation  of  the  right  mamma,  about  ten  days  after  con- 
finement. I  was  called  the  next  day  and  found  it  swollen, 
indurated,  and  painful,  notwithstanding  the  milk  had  been 
kept  freely  drawn  and  the  breast  well  fomented.  A  coating 
with  collodion  as  in  the  preceding  cases,  promptly  gave  relief 
to  the  pain,  and  gradually  removed  the  swelling. 

In  no  case  where  I  have  used  the  collodion,  except  the  first 
one  reported!  has  the  slightest  suppuration  taken  place. 

In  every  instance  the  relief  from  suflfering  has  been  prompt, 
and  no  inconvenience  has  resulted  from  its  use  in  any  case,  ex- 
cept the  slight  smarting  that  attends  its  application. 

Aug.  Isl.,  1860. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

A  Case  of  Misplaced  Intermittent^  or  Neuralgia  of  the  Utem$m 
By  E.  D.  Chambers,  M.  D.,  of  New  Lebamm,  IiuL 

Mrs.  R.  'aet.  19,  a  small,  slender  lady,  was  suddenly  at* 
tacked  on  the  26th  of  April,  184^,  with  slight  chilly  sensa- 
tions, nausea,  headache,  and  excruciating  pain  in  the  regioa 
of  the  uterus.  This  latter  symptom  was  periodical,  alterna- 
ting with  intervals  of  total  exemption  from  pain,  and  was  sa 
severe  as  to  cause  the  patient  to  cry  aloud. 

In  about  one  hour  after  her  attack  I  visited  her,  and,  on  in- 
quiry, was  informed  that  about  the  same  hour  on  the  preced- 
ing day,  the  patient  complained  of  feeling  unwell,  and  suffered 
from  uneasiness  in  the  hypogastric  region.  In  the  course  of 
an  hour  or  two,  the  unpleasant  symptoms  entirely  subsided, 
leaving  the  patient  in  her  usual  health,  up  to  the  time  when  I 
was  summoned  to  attend  her. 

At  my  first  visit  I  was  unable  to  decide  satisfactorily  as  to 
the  exact  character  of  the  case,  as,  although  in  active  prac- 
tice for  the  last  ten  years,  I  had  never  before  seen  one  similait 
Nevertheless,  I  was  not  ignorant  in  regard  to  masked  inter- 
mitten  ts,  or,  as  Eberle  calls  them,  Febres  Intermitt^nUi  Lav 
vata,  which  so  frequently  attack  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Wabash  valley,  and  thought  it  possible  this  might  be  one  of 
the  forms  assumed  by  this  Protean  malady.  I  prescribed  16 
grs.  Hydrarg.  Cum  Creta  and  10  grs.  Pulv.  Ipecac.  Comp^ 
and  directed  the  application  of  hot  flannel  to  the  hypogastrium^ 

On  the  following  morning  the  patient  was  free  from  any 
unpleasant  symptons,  but  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  she  was  again 
violently  attacked.  She  took  a  grain  and  a-half  of  Opiuoii 
with  ten  grs.  of  Camphor,  which  afforded  partial  relief.  Be- 
ing now  satisfied  that  her  disease  was  of  malarious  origin, 
and  that  to  be  treated  successfully,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a 
Quotidian  Ague,  I  prescribed  20  grs.  Qu 
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Pulv.  Ipecac.  Comp.,  to  be  divided  into  four  powders ;  one  to 
be  taken  every  three  hours  ;  commencing  twelve  hours  previ- 
ous to  the  expected  attack.  Since  that  date,  she  has  been 
rid  of  the  diurnal  visits  of  her  tormentor. 

Except  to  show  the  close  connection  of  malaria  with  the 
development  of  the  diseases  of  the  Wabash  Valley,  there  is 
no  remarkable  interest  attaphed  to  the  above  case.  It  may  be 
remarked,  however,  that  it  serves  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  the 
remarks  of  Dr.  Howland,  in  Vol.  II.  No.  1,  of  this  Journal. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

Ca»e  of  Collbboma  Iridis, — By  A.  Garwood,  M.  D.,  of  Cass- 
oppolis,  Mich. 

The  following  case  lately  came  under  my  observation, 
which  was  peculiarly  novel  and  interesting  to  me,  and  I 
thought  it  might  also  be  to  oculists  and  the  profession  gene- 
rally. 

It  was  a  case  of  congenital  Coloboma  Iridis,  in  a  beautiful 
little  girl,  10  years  of  age.  The  fissure  extended  from  the 
pupil  to  the  inferior  ciliary  margin  of  the  iris.  It  gave  to  the 
eye  a  peculiar,  staring  appearance.  She  was  troubled  with 
Myopeia,  but  could  see  as  well  as  usual  for  those  that  are 
short-sighted.  1  supposed  from  the  largeness  of  the  pupils 
that  her  vison  would  be  better  after  night  than  persons  gene- 
rally, but  her  mother  stated  that  she  never  observed  that  it 
was.  The  iris  vibrates  upon  every  motion  of  the  aqueous 
humor,  and  it  appears  very  much  attenuated. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

lod.  Pot.  in  HudrocephaJus. — By  Valentine  Mott  Sattbr- 
LEE,  M.  D.,  of  Green  Bay,  Wis. 

The  following  being  quite  an  interesting  case,  and  serving  to 
show  the  benefit  derived  from  the  use  of  Iodide  of  Potas- 
sium, in  cases  of  Hydrocephalus,  which  I  have  on  several 
occasions  treated  successfully,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  report  it 
that  my  brother  practitioners  may   take  advantage  of  the 
practice  when  similarly  situated.     Two  weeks  after  the  first 
attack,  which  was  ushered  in  by  convulsions,  her  condition 
was  as  follows:     Pupils  completely  dilated,  eyes  fixed  and 
rolled  upwards,  with  entire  loss  of  vision,  difficulty  of  deglu- 
tion,  paucity  of  urine,  paralysis  of  extremities  of  right  side, 
working  of  the  mouth,  frequent  sighing,  rapid  thready  pulse, 
and  incessant  coughing.     Commenced  giving  Iodine  accord- 
ing to  following  formula.     ?..  lod.  Pot.,  3ij. ;  Aqua.,  5iv.  M. 
Give  a  teaspoonful  every  two  hours.     After  continuing  this 
for  48  hours  with  material  improvement,  3jss.  lod.  Pot.  to  liv. 
Water  was  ordered  in  same  doses ;  on  the  third  day,  the  pu- 
pils were  observed  to  contract  partially ;  there  was  very  copi- 
ous diuresis,  and  the  child  began  to  notice  lier  attendants,  and 
swallowed  readily.     The  dose  was  diminished,  and  after  a 
farther  continuance  for  eight  days,  with  steady  improvement, 
lod.  Ferri  was  substituted  for  lod.  Pot. 

The  child  recovered,  and  is  now  healthy  and  grows  finely. 


ARTICLE  IX. 


Nitro-Muriatic  Mixture  in  Habitual   Costiveness. — By   Erial 
MacArthur,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  III. 

Having  been  called  upon  to  prescribe  for  an  infant  daughter 

of  Wm.  McDearbon,  on  Clark  Si,,  for  continued  costiveness, 

id  finding  that  all  the  usual  remedies  afforded  oi  »( 
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relief,  and  sometimes  not  even  that,  until  cathartics  of  difle- 
rent  kinds  had  been  given  for  several  days,  I  determined  to 
see  what  efficacy  there  might  be  in  the  Nitro-Muriatic  Acid 
Mixture  in  a  case  of  this  kind. 

Feb.  17lh,  1S50.  I  made  the  following  prescription,  to  wit : 
?;.  Niiric  and  Muriatic  Acid,  aa.  3j,  ;  Rain  Water,  5j. 
Mix.  Apply  with  a  sponge  or  soft  linen  a  little  of  it  morning 
and  evening  over  the  region  of  the  liver  and  right  iliac  region, 
until  the  alvine  evacuations  are  produced  plentifully. 

This  efiect  was  produced  in  two  or  three  days  after  the  first 
application,  and  the  patient  has  not  been  afflicted  with  cos- 
tiveness  to  any  extent  since,  and  although  feeble  up  to  that 
time  has  enjoj^ed  excellent  health  since.  It  may  be  well  to 
state  that  the  patient  was  at  this  time  one  5^ear  old,  and 
had  been  afflicted  with  this  continued  costiveness  from  birth. 
The  mother  informed  me  from  time  to  time,  that  she  was 
obliged  to  give  the  babe  physic  almost  every  week,  and  some- 
times twice  or  thrice  a-week. 

I  had  prescribed  for  the  patient  many  times  during  the 
year  for  this  difficulty,  but  had  never  been  able  to  produce 
anything  more  than  tenrjporary  relief. 

I  have  occasionally  made  the  same  prescription  for  adult 
patients  of  both  sexes,  for  habitual  costiveness,  where  occa- 
sioned by  a  torpid  and  inactive  state  of  the  liver;  and  almost 
invariably  with  entire  success. 

I  might  ad4  that  I  have  avoided  the  use  of  this  mixture, 
when  patients  appeared  to  have  local  inflammation  of  any 
tissue  or  organ  of  the  system. 
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ARTICLE  X. 

Case  of   Tubal  Fcetation. — By  C.  C.  Warner,  M.  D.,  af 

Summerville,  Wisconsin. 

Mrs.  L.  C.  was  married  April  4lh,  1849  (in  her  sixteenth 
year),  and  the  25th  day  of  January  (Friday)  was  delivered 
of  a  healthy  male  child.J 

Her  husband  was  with  her  at  the  time  she  was  delivered, 
and  remained  until  the  Wednesday  following,  and  left  ber^ 
but  returned  Feb.  16th.  He  staid  until  the  25th,  went  away, 
and  has  not  returned  since,  making  in  all  just  one  month  from 
the  time  her  husband  was  last  with  her.  She  did  well  after 
her  confinement,  and  in  ten  days  was  able  to  be  about  the 
bouse,  and  do  some  light  work.  While  he  was  at  home  the 
last  time  (Feb.  21st.),  I  was  called  to  see  her,  and  found  her 
laboring  under  inflammatory  absorption  of  the  gums,  and  a 
slight  Fever.  Calomel  and  Jalap  aa.  grs.  10  were  adminisn 
tered,  and  a  gargle  of  Nitre,  3iij.  dissolved  in  a  pint  of  Barley 
Water,  and  subsequently  Blue  Mass  from  3  to  5  gtains  every 
evening  with  gargles  of  Cinchon.  and  Alum,  until  the  bowels 
became  active,  when  the  morbid  affection  of  the  gums  sub- 
sided. Her  general  health,  however,  did  not  improve,  but 
declined  into  a  chlorotic  condition,  with  a  bad  cough  and 
frothy  expectoration,  frequently  to  the  amount  of  a  f^nt  ia 
twenty-four  hours.  March  5th,  was  again  called,  and  found 
her  in  the  above  condition.  She  had  nursed  her  child  up  to 
the  present  time,  though  for  the  last  week  had  had  but  little 
for  him.  I  ordered  him  taken  from  her,  and  prescribed  an 
expectorant  of  Scilla,  3ij.;  Ant.  Tartras.,gr.j.;  Campb.  Tinct. 
of  Opium,  3ij.,  and  water  and  sugar  sufficient  to  form  a  syrup 
of  liij. ;  dose  3  drops  every  six  hours,  and  wine  and  Carb. 
Ferri  as  much  as  she  would  bear.  She  gradually  improved, 
and  in'  two  weeks  was  able  to  sit  up'most  of  the  lime,  walk 
It  the  house  by  taking  bold  of  something  to  si 
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and  ride  a  short  distance.  During  the  whole  time  since  I 
was  last  called,  she  had  had  a  very  craving  appetite,  ate 
freely  of  nearly  every  dish  that  could  be  prepared  by  her 
mother,  and  all  of  her  neighbors  (and  those  not  a  few),  and 
nothing  of  the  kind  ever  seemed  to  hurt  her,  though  she  vom- 
ited frequently  in  the  morning.  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
she  was  again  pregnant ;  although  she  had  previously  informed 
me  that  she  had  had  no  discharge  from  the  vagina,  to  her 
knowledge,  of  any  kind,  since  the  first  week  after  she  was 
delivered  of  her  child.  April  10th.  Pulse  100  in  a  minute, 
and  quick,  but  easily  compressed,  and  had  been  so  for  the 
last  three  days. 

Changed  from  the  wine  and  iron  to  Hydriodate  of  Potassa 
gr.  ij.,  three  times  a-day,  and  Squill  and  Digitalis  aa.  gr.  j.  in 
in  pill.  She  continued  to  improve.  April  18th,  rode  to  her 
sister's  (a  distance  1 J  miles),  and  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
was  taken  with  pain  in  her  bowels  (as  she  expressed  herself) 
and  vomiting ;  was  carried  home ;  pain  and  vomiting  con- 
tmued  at  intervals  through  the  day  ;  bowels  moved  twice. 
Sulph.  Morphine  was  prescribed,  sufficient  to  relieve  the  pain, 
I  informed  her  friends  that  she  was  in  labor,  and  that  abor- 
tion would  probably  take  place.  But  fearing  the  almost  cer- 
tain consequence,  death,  from  the  debilitated  chlorotic  condi- 
tion of  the  system,  I  continued  the  morphine;  gr.  J,  combined 
with  Quinine,  gr.  j.  every  six  hours  for  a  tonic,  and  Calomel 
and  Ipecac,  aa.  gr.  j.  every  four  hours,  with  a  mustard  cata- 
plasm over  the  epigastric  region  to  allay  the  irritability  of  the 
stomach,  and  perfect  rest,  that,  if  possible,  the  present  symp- 
toms midit  be  allayed. 

Tuesday,  23d.  Dr.  Wheeler  was  called  in  ;  thought  the 
difficulty  might  arise  from  a  disordered  condition  of  the  liver, 
and  recommended  the  Morphine  and  Quinine  continued,  and 
Extract  Cicuta  for  an  alterative.  This  was  continued  through 
^he  day,  but  to  no  effect, 

24th.    Pain  and  vomiting  continued  as  before  ;  was  again 


put  upon  the  former  prescription,  but  all  gave  only  temporary 
relief.  During  the  last  36  hours,  was  almost  constantly  call- 
ing for  food,  but  it,  on  being  taking  into  the  stomach,  was  soon 
thrown  up  again. 

She  died  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  just  three  months  to 
a  day  from  the  time  she  was  confined,  and  two  from  the  time 
her  husband  last  left  her.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  a 
post  mortem  examination  was  made  by  myseif  in  presence  of 
two  other  gentlemen.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus 
was  found  somewhat  congested,  and  a  membranous  substance 
in  the  womb,  though  separate  from  the  mucous  surface,  and 
resembling  in  appearance  a  small  clot.  The  left  ovary  was 
found  to  contain  two  corpora  lutea,  one  a  very  little  larger 
than  the  other,  and  in  the  fallopian  tube,  about  half-way  from 
the  fimbriated  extremity  to  the  womb,  was  a  foetus  of  about 
two  months  growth.  The  place  where  it  was  lodged  was  en- 
larged into  a  sac,  and  somewhat  congested.  The  right  ovary 
and  fallopian  tube  were  natural  in  appearance,  and  contained 
no  marks  of  any  kind.  The  above  is  a  description  of  the 
parts  as  they  appeared  to  the  naked  eye.  Dr.  Blanchard,  of 
Delavan,  afterwards  saw  the  preparation  which  1  have  now 
in  my  possession,  and  agreed  with  me  in  the  above  descrip- 
tion of  the  parts. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

THE  WISCONSIN  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIEXr 

Met  in  Milwaukee  on  the  19th  inst.,  and  conven^  in  the 
City  Hotel  to  hold  its  annual  session. 

Dr.  H.  Van  Dusen,  from  the  Western  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  Drs.  T.  K.  Bartlelt,  G.  Wright, 
T.  B.  Selby,  and  — .  Warner,  from  the  Milwaukee  County 
Medical  Society,  were  admitted  to  the  membership  of  the  So- 

ety  as  delegates. 
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On  motion,  an  invitation  was  extended  to  the  regular  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  now  in  the  city  to  take  seats  in  the  Society, 
and  participate  in  its  deliberations  during  the  present  session. 

On  motion,  the  Secretaries  were  instructed  to  prepare  and 
issue  letter  circulars  to  the  regular  practitioners  of  medicine 
and  surgery  throughout  the  State,  requesting  them  to  be  pres- 
ent in  Madison  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  January,  A.  D., 
1850,  to  attend  a  Mass  Medical  Convention,  there  and  then  to 
be  holden,  which  has  for  its  object  the  establishment  of  the 
profession  of  medicine  upon  a  respectable  footing,  by  securing 
the  passage  of  a  law  by  the  Legislature  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  be  thought  ex- 
pedient. 

Dr.  Geo.  D.  Wilber  and  Dr.  J.  Johnson  were,  on  motion, 
elected  permanent  members  of  the  Society. 

The  annual  election  of  oflScers  resulted  as  follows  : — 

Dr.  ALFRED  L.  CASTLEMAN,  of  Delafield,  President. 

**   H.  Van  Dusen,  Mineral  Point,  Vice-President. 

"    Geo.  D.  Wilber,  Mineral  Point,  Recording  Secretary. 

**    James  P.  Whitney,  Milwaukee,  Corresponding  Sec'y. 

**    T.  B.  Dousman,  Milwaukee,  Treasurer. 

Dr.  G.  Wright,  Waukesha,  ^ 

**    T.  K.   Bartlett,  Milwaukee,    >  Censors. 
"   J.  Johnfeon,  Milwaukee,  ) 

On  motion,  the  President  was  requested  to  deliver  an  ad- 
dress before  the  Society  !?t  the  close  of  his  term  of  office,  on 
the  subject  of  Medical  Reform, 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this 
Society  be  held  in  Madison,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  June, 
A.  D.,  1861- 

Ordered  by  the  Society,  that  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings 
of  this  meeting  be  furnished  to  the  public  prints  in  the  State 
for  publication. 

Adjourned  to  meet  in  Madison  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 
January,  A.  D.,  1851,  at  12  o'clock,  m. 

GEO.  D.  WILBER,  Rec.  Sec'y. 
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ARTICLE  XII. 

THE  WESTERN  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 

Of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  met  in  this  place  on  Tuesday, 
the  4th  inst.,  and  although  the  weather  was  bad,  there  was  a 
full  attendance. 

The  President  being  absent,  Dr.  H.  Van  Dusen  was  called 
to  the  Chair.  Several  new  members  were  admitted,  and 
others  made  application  for  Diplomas,  but  only  one  was 
granted. 

The  resignations  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Phillips,  Treasurer,  and  Dr. 
W.  Clark,  Censor,  were  received.  Dr.  G.  W.  Bunnall,  of 
Dodgeville,  was  elected  Treasurer,  in  place  of  Dr.  Phillips, 
resigned.  Dr.  D,  Ross  was  elected  Censor,  in  place  of  Dr. 
Clark,  resigned. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  created,  and  the 
President  made  the  following  appointments  to  the  same  : — 

On  Topographical  Medicine. — Dr.  A.  Sampson,  Chairman, 
Dr.  D.  Ross,  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Russell. 

On  the  Condition  of  the  Medical  Profession  in  this  District, — 
Dr.  Geo.  D.  Wilber,  Chaiiman,  Dr.  C.  A.  Mills,  and  Dr. 
Wm.  Stoddard. 

On  Indigenous  Botany — Dr.  G.  W.  Bunall,  Chairman,  Dr. 
R.  F.  Hays,  and  Dr.  T.  R.  Kibbe. 

On  Essays.-^Dr.  John  Cassels,  Chairman,  Dr.  A.  P.  Ladd, 
and  Dr.  J.  I.  Bayse. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted: — 

Resolved,  That  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  student- 
ship of  medicine,  who  has  not  a  good  English  education  ;  such 
an  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages  as  will 
enable  him  to  appreciate  the  technology  of  medicine,  and  who 
does  not  maintain  a  reputable  moral  character,  and  possess 
good  mental  endowments. 

*  rticle  XIV.  of  the  By-Laws  reads  in  this  wise  ^— 
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'*  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  no- 
tify all  persons  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  or  sur- 
gery within  the  limits  of  this  Society,  not  already  members 
thereof,  as  soon  may  be  expedient,  of  the  existence  and  ob- 
jects of  our  organization,  and  invite  each  to  become  a 
member,  and  if,  after  being  thus  notified  for  six  months,  they 
shall  neglect,  refuse,  or  fail  to  become  members,  they  shall 
be  deemed  irregular  practitioners  ;  and  it  shall  be  improper 
for  any  member  of  this  Society,  in  his  professional  capacity, 
to  -advise  or  consult  with  such  irregular  practitioner." 

On  motion,  the  Recording  Secretary  was  instructed  to  have 
an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  published  in 
the  Wisconsin  Tribune. 

Dr.  Van  Dusen  was  elected  one  of  the  delegates  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Medical  Society. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  Hazel  Green 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December,  1850. 

GEO.  D.  WILBER, 

Rec.  Sec^y. 


ARTICLE  Xm. 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  UPPER  ILLINOIS. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  a  meeting  of,  physicians  was  held  in 
Lacon,  Marshall,  Co.,  July  2d,  1850,  for  the  purpose  of  es- 
talishing  a  locol  Medical  Society,  auxiliary  to  the  Sthte  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  designed  to  comprise  the  physicians  of 
Marshall,  Bureau,  Stark,  Putnam,  and  the  adjoining  coun- 
ties. The  Convention,  after  organizing  in  due  form,  adopted 
a  Constitution  and   By-Laws,  and  resolved  itself  into  the 
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"  Medical  Society  of  the  Upper  Illinois,"  and  elected  the  fol- 
lowing-named gentlemen  as  oflScers  for  the  ensuing  year : — 
Dr.  ALBERT  REYNOLDS,  of  Magnolia  President- 

"   R.  BoAL,  of  Lacon,  Vice-President. 

**    S.  Allen  Paddock,  of  Princeton,  Secretary. 

**   U.  P.  GoUiday,  of  Lacon,  Treasurer. 

Dr.  Thomas  Hall,  of  Toulon,  ^ 

**   Wm.  O  Chamberlain,  Princeton,  >  Censors. 
*'   L.  G.  Thompson,  of  Lacon,        ) 


Part  2  — Het)Utt)0  anb  Notices  of  Ntrx)  \S)oxliS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Lectures  on  Venereal  and  other  Diseases  arising  from  Sexual  In^ 
tercourse.  Delivered  in  the  summer  of  1847,  at  the  Hospital 
du  Midi,  Paris,  by  M.  Ricord.  Reported  and  translated  by 
Victor  de  Meiric,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  S.  S.  Philadelphia  :  Ed, 
Barrington  and  Geo.  D.  Haswell,  1849  ;  pp.,  298 ;  12mo. 
(From  the  Publishers.)     For  sale  by  J.  Keen,  Jr.,  &  Bro. 

These  lectures  are  already  familiar  to  the  readers  of  the 
London  Lancet,  having  been  published  in  that  journal  more 
than  a  year  since.  They  have  now  been  put  into  the  form 
of  a  book  which,  beinii  cheap,  is  accessible  to  the  whole  pro- 
fession. There  is  no  class  of  diseases  concerning  which 
practitioners  generally  have  such  crude  and  indefinite  notions, 
as  of  Venereal  Affections.  In  villages.  Syphilis  is  rare,  many 
practioners  having  been  in  active  practice  for  years  without 
seeing  a  half-dozen  cases  :  nevertheless,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
medical  man  to  be  prepared  to  manage  the  occasional  case  ; 
and  to  that  end,  he  cannot  read  a  better  book  than  the  one 
before  us.  To  Ricord  is  pre-eminently  due  the  credit  of  hav- 
ing elucidated  the  nature  and  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  ; 
and  his  sound  views,  based  on  the  most  extensive  practice  in 
the  great  Venereal  Hospital  of  Paris,  have  become  the  guide 
in  practice  for  most  enlightened  physicians  and  surgeons. 

The  present  work  contains  his  doctrines  touching  the  na- 
ture and  treatment  of  these  affections,  brought  down  to  a  very 
recent  date,  and  any  practitioner  who  desires  to  have  the  best 
treatise  extant,  on  this  subject,  should  not  fail  to  procure  and 
study  this  excellent  little  volume.  M. 


BELL  OJiK.BATHS,  WATERY  aBaiUBlTi  *0. 


ARTICLE  n. 

A  Treatise  on  Baths;  including  Cold,  Sea,  Warm,  Hot,  Vapor, 
Gas,  and  Mud  Balks:  also,  on  the  JValcry  Rr.gimen.,  Hydro- 
pathy, and    Pulmonary    Inhalation;    wifh  a    Description  of 
Bathing  in  Ancient  and  Modem  Timfs. — By  John  Bell,  A1. 
D.,  Member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Medical  Society;  Fellow  of  the  College 
of  Phyaicians  of  Philadelphia;   Member  of  the  Americao 
Philosophical  Society ;  formerly  lecturer  on  the  Institutes 
of  Medicine,  and  Materia  Med  ica.     Philadelphia:  Barring- 
ton  &  Haswell,  1850  ;  pp.,  658  ;  l2mo.     (From  the  Pub- 
lishers.) ■  For  sale  by  J.  Keen,  Jr.,  &  Brollier. 
This  is  decidedly  the  most  readable  medical  book  of  the 
year,  and  though  not  written  exclusively  for  the  perusal  of  the 
profession,  it  Is  one  from  which  the  physician  will  derive  much 
solid  and  vakable  information,  as  welt  as  a  great  fund  of  en- 
tertaininent.     The  learned  and  accomplished  author  has,  from 
a  vast  mass  of  heterogenous  and  ill-assorted  literature  on  the 
subject  of  which  he  treats,  ehcited  order  out  ^  chaos,  and 
presented  us  with  a  volume  at  once  learned,  elegant,  and  in- 
instructive. 

The  delusions  of  Hydropathy,  and  the  real  value  of  water 
as  a  therapeutic  agent,  are  fairly  and  judiciously  set  forth.^ 
The  importance  of  bathing  is  eloquently  urged,  and  the  di- 
rections for  the  particular  kind  of  bath  required  under  given 
circumstances  ate  plain  and  perspicuous.  To  the  classical 
scholar,  the  description  of  the  ancient  baths  possesses  an  inte- 
rest, as  leading  him  again  over  ground  hallowed  by  scholastic 
associations.  And  interspersed  through  the  whole,  is  a  fund 
of  quaint  anecdote,  and  curious  learning,  which  cannot  fail 
to  endear  the  volume  and  the  author  to  every  one  who  has  in 
him  the  least  spice  of  the  humorist  or  antlqiary.  In  short, 
any  one  who  reads  Prof.  Bell's  book,  without  being  interested 
with  it,  may,  like  Dogberry,  insist  with  great  proprietv  on 
ving  it  written  down  that  he  is  an  ass. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

'Surgical  Anatomy. ^^Hy  Joseph  Maclise,  Surgeon.  With 
Colored  Plates,  Phila. :  Lea  &  Blancfcard,  1860.  Impe- 
rial quarto.    Part  H.    (From  the  Publishers.) 

We  have  received  tfce  second  part  of  this  magnificent  work, 
tjontaining  the  surgical  anatomy  of  the  hand,  the  organs  of 
the  thorax,  abdomen^  and  the  hernial  regions.  After  what  we 
have  already  said^of  this  work,  we  have  nothing  more  to  add, 
excerpt  that  this  part  is  quite  equal  to  the  other  in  exactness  of 
delineation,  and  beauty  of  typographical  execution.  It  should 
be  OH  every  surgeon's  table. 


;      ARTICLE  IV. 

Proceedings  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
at  its  Anntud  Session,  held  in  Philadelphia,  April,  1850  ;  pp. 
55;  octavo. 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  South  Carolina  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, atitsAfmnal Meetings, February,  1849—50.  Charles- 
ton, S.  C. :  Walker  &  James ;  1850. 

Proceedings  of  the  First  Annual  Meeting  qf  the  Indiana  State 
Medical  Society,  held  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  May,  1850. 
Indianapolis:  Elder  &Harkness;  1850. 

Sixty-thiid  Annual  Report  of  the  Rtgents  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of  Neu)  York,  made  to  the  Legislature,  March  1st,  1850 ; 
pp.  879,  octavo. 

Transeu^tions  of  the  Medical  Association  of  Southern  C^Ural 
New  York,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  held  at  Elmira,  JunSf  1850  ; 
pp.  80 ;  octava 

One  of  the  greatest  advantages  resulting  from  the  formation 
t)f  the  National  Medical  Association,  is  the  impulse  thereby 
^ven  to  the  organizatioa  of  the  profession  throughout  the 
whole  country^    Sioce  that  body  has  beg^Q  to  hold  its  annual 
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essions,  many  State  Medical  Societies  have  beenr  oi^Guti^c^  r 
and  the  natural  operation  of  these  is  to  induce  the  professicm 
to  form  local  auxiliary  Associations,  thus  giving  impetus  ta 
the  spirit  of  reform  and  inquiry.  The  medical  professioa  bu 
complained,  loudly  and  justly,  of  many  disadvantages  under 
which  it  has  labored,  and  of  various  indignities  which  have 
been  inflicted  upon  it ;  but  until  lately  there  has  appeared  but 
little  rational  hope  for  relief.  The  old  fable  of  the  bundle  of 
sticks,  or  the  motto  **  that  in  union  there  ia  strength,"  has 
not  until  lately  been  appreciated  or  acted  upon  ;  and  the  con-' 
jsequence  has  been,  that  although  there  were  many  energetic ' 
and  spirited  efibrts  put  forth  in  various  quarters  for  the  ad.* 
vancement  of  the  profession,  a  lack  of  concert  of  action  ren- 
dered them  comparatively  inefficient.  But  a  brighter  day  ia- 
now  dawning.  A  thorough  organization,  enabling  the  profes^ 
sion  to  act  as  one  man,  cannot  fail  to  produce  important  re^ 
suits.  A  body  of  men  so  numerous  arid  respectable  aa  the 
medical  profession  of  this  country,  cannot  fail  to  secure 
attention  and  respect,  if  they  are  united  in  demanding  it. 

We  ask  no  political  immunities  nor  protection,  and  we 
demand  that  no  petty  demagogue  nor  political  busy  body  abaU 
insult  us  with  silly  enactments,  merely  for  the  purpoae  of 
iiinistering  to  the  stupid  prejudice  of  some  halMozen  block- 
heads, whose  votes  he  covets.  We  can  take  care  of  ourselves, 
and  are  willing  to  trust  the  good  sense  of  the  people  to  diacent 
between  the  man  of  merit  and  the  impudent  pretender ;  for  if 
public  opinion  sometimes  gets  wrong,  legislative  opininOt 
which  is  only  its  echo,  is  quite  as  likely  to  go  astray.  Let 
the  profession  become  thoroughly  organized,  and  let  each 
member  strive  to  improve  the  profession  by  improving  him- 
self, and  we  have  no  fear  that  we  shall  be  superseded  in  the 
.confidence  of  community  by  empirics  and  pretenders.  But 
we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  people  judge  of  merit 
abstractly.  They  do  not  enquire  where  a  physician  obtained 
W  diploma»  nor  whether  be  has  got  one ;  but  ia  be  a  good'ioc^ 
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tor?  does  h#  cure  his  patients ?  And  herein  they  are  right. 
If  we  cannot  cure  more  than  the  quacks,  we  are  no  better  than 
they ;  and  if  we  evince  superior  skill,  it  cannot  fail  to  appear 
ultimately ;  for  although  deception  may  flourish  for  a  season, 
it  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  sooner  or  later  unmasked. 
The  following  resolution  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society, 
though  not  vety  clearly  expressed,  embodies  the  true  doctrine 
on  this  subject: — 

Whereas,  TheArotecting  arm  of  the  law  has  been  witb^^ 
drawn,  in  the  Suite  of  Indiana,  from  the  Medical  Profession ; 
And  whereas,  it  is  expedient  that  a  broad  line  of  distinctioD 
between  Scientific  Medicine,  and  the  various  forms  of  em- 
piricism in  vogue  m  our  country  should  be  plainly  marked,, 
and  seen.     Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  this  object  is  mainly  attainable  by  the 
influence  to  be  exerted  by  individual  members,  aad  as  a  con- 
sequence of  elevating  the  standard  of  their  own  professionjed" 
acquirements. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  interest  of  the  Indiana  physi- 
cians in  the  success  and  usefulness  of  their  State  organization 
is  increasing ;  and  it  is  almost  superfluous  to  say  that  our 
warmest  wishes  for  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  Society 
are  cordially  tendered. 

We  notice  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  hold  the  annual 
sessions  of  the  Society  at  various  points  in  the  State.  We 
think  this  will  have  a  good  eflfect,  serving,  as  it  will,  to  inte- 
rest the  profession  of  each  section  of  the  State,  in  the  meetings 
of,  the  Society.  The  following  are  the  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year : — 

Presidefa.—Dr.  A.  CLAPP. 

Fice-Pre«i«ntt.— Drs.  Wm.  Lomax,  R.  Curran,  W.  Da- 
vidson. 

Recording  Secretaries. — Drs.  J.  S.  Bobbs,  A.  M.  Hunt. 
Corresponding  Secretary. — Dr.  T*  BuUard. 
Treoiurer. — Dr*  D.  Funkboustf  • 
JUiranaiM*--Dr  P<  H.  JamesoQ.     ' 
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DdegaUs  to  the  National  Medical  AM$ociation.^T}xs»  'SL  C. 
Hamilly  L.  Dunlap,  R.  Farquar,  Jno.  Sloan,  T.  iEtyao. 

Tbe  report  of  the  proceedings  is  not  as  full  as  it  might  be  ^ 
as  we  see  no  notice  of  the  address  delivered  before  tbe 
Society,  by  our  editorial  confrere^  descriptive  of  a  new  Obatet* 
rical  Instrument  invented  by  him. 

Appended  to  the  proceedings  is  an  able  and  interesting  adr 
dress  by  the  President,  Dr.  Comet. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Medical^ociety  of  SoaCb 
Carolina,  we  notice  several  very  interesti!^  features.  It  is 
pleasant  to  observe  tbe  very  proper  and  cordial  friendship  ex* 
isting  between  the  Society  and  tbe  Governor,  and  the  high 
appreciation  of  tbe  services  rendered  by  the  profession  to 
community.  We  are  gratified,  also,  at  tbe  strenuous  eflorts 
made  to  complete  the  indigenous  medical  botany  of  the  Stale, 
and  the  decided  stand  taken  in  reference  to  the  subject  of 
adulterated  and  spurious  drugs.  We  confess,  however,  thai 
following  resolutions  are  not  exactly  to  our  mind  : — 

JRe$olvedj  Tbat  tbe  members  of  tbe  South  Carolina  Medical 
Association  will  continue  to  offer  tbeir  services  gratuitously  to 
all  clergymen  and  tbeir  families,  when  tbe  clergyman  is  known 
to  be  a  friend  of  tbe  medical  profession. 

Resolvedf  Tbat  no  clergyman  shall  receive  our  services 
gratuitously  who  advocates  and  recommends  tbe  use  of  secret 
and  patented  medicines,  either  publicly  in  tbe  newspapers  or 
privately  to  bis  own  parishioners. 

We  believe  that  a  clergyman  is  as  much  bound  as  other 
men  to  pay  for  medical  services ;  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
his  physician's  fees  should  not  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as 
bis  butcher's  and  baker's  bill,  unless  be  be  in  straitened  oir- 
cumstances.  Nor  do  we  believe  that  clergymen  generally 
expect  such  services  gratuitously ;  though  we  are  pained  to 
say  tbat  individual  instances  have  come  under  our  nocice 
where  medical  men  have  rendered  the  most  arduoas  and  im- 
portant services  to  cleigymen  and  their  families  widMNil.2e* 
ceiving  so  much  as  a  single  npnmon  of  gniiledMb«liilD{ 
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and  this  in  cases,  too,  where  the  income  of  the  clergyman 
was  much  gfl^atef  than  that  of  the  physician.  As  to  disorimi- 
nating  between  those  who  recommend  qnaek  mediciMd 
and  quack  doctors,  and  those  who  are  more  eilK^tened,  Hre 
do  not  think  it  amounts  to  anything.  While  We  evince  Mr 
respect  to  the  latter  class,  we  should  be  lenient  to  the  former, 
and  say  to  then)  kindly,  *'  I  wot,  brethren,  that  tfarou^  igM^ 
irance  ye  did  it."  It  ^eems  to  us  such  a  course  is  much  mote 
likely  to  reclaim  the  erring,  and  is  inconceivably  more  useAll 
than  to  exclude flkpn  from  the  pale  of  our  good  will  and  Iriend- 
ship,  thus  driving  them,  as  it  were,  into  the  communion  of 
quackery. 

With  regard  to  the  other  Associations  mentioned  in  the 
caption  of  this  article,  we  have  space  only  to  say  that  they 
appear  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  continue  to  evince 
a  determination  to  continue  active  in  the  cause  of  professional 
improvement.  M. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

Report  of  the  Trial.'  The  People  vs.  Dr.  Horatio  N.  Lootnis^ 
for  Libel.  Tried  at  the  Erie  County  Oyer  and  Terminer^  June 
24th,  1850.    Bufialo :  Jgj|«rett,  Thomas  &  Co. ;  pp.  60  |8v:o. 

Our  readers  doubtless  remember  that  a  great  noise  was 
made  in  Buffalo  last  Spring,  by  divers  fastidious  medical  gen- 
tlemen, whose  modest  sensibilities  received  a  severe  shock  on 
the  occasion  of  Prof.  White's  giving  a  clinical  lecture  on  ob- 
stetrics. The  gentfemen  of  the  graduating  class  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  were  admitted  to 
attend  a  case  of  labor,  whereat  many  of  the  profession  in  the 
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city  professed  themselves  immensely  scandaliaedL  Dr. 
Loomis  published  a  paragraph  on  the  subject,  ia  one  of  the 
dty  papers,  for  which  he  was  indicted  for  Ubel, '  and  this 
pamphlet  contains  a  record  of  the  trial,  which  resulted  in  a 
verdict  of  ''not  guilty."  After  reading  the  Judge's  chai^  to 
the  jury,  we  are  free  to  confess  that  we  esteem  the  verdict  a 
nngular  one.  Those  of  our  readers  who  have  curiosity 
enough  to  wade  through  the  details  of  this  tnal,  can  probably 
certain  a  copy  on  appUcation  to  Prof.  White,  at  Buflblo^ 


|htrt3.— Seltttinn*. 

ARTICLE  I. 
Tmnt  Singularly  Connected,  Ifc. — By  Napoleon  B.  An'dbb- 
SON,  M.  D.,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

About  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the 
Slst  of  Ma;  last,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  M.,  aged  nineteen 
yearst  supposedi^  tbe  time,  to  be  in  labor  with  her  first 
child.  I  found  her  composed,  free  from  Fever,  wilh  occa-  . 
sional  pains  of  short  duration.  On  ascertaiuing  that  she  bad 
carried  her  child  only  seven  months,  and  over-exerted  herself 
on  the  previous  day,  I  was  fearful  nf  a  premature  labor.  Ob 
examinatioB,  per  vagina,  ihe  os  uteri  was  found  dilated  to  the 
size  of  a  staall  goose  quill,  with  slight  hemorrhage  from  tbe 
vagiua,  which  was  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  reach- 
ing up  and  scrubbing  some  windows.  For  the  purpose  of 
checkmg  tbe  hemorrhage,  cold  cloths  were  applied  to  the 
vulva  and  pubes,  and  one  of  the  following  pills  given  every 
.hour: — 

^.  Kxt,  Hyoscyamus,  grs.  x. 

Plumbi  Acctatis,  grs.  ixv. 

Pulv.  Opii.,  grs.  iv. 

Oil  Mentb.,  pip.  gutt.,  \y 

Misce.  ft.  PiluliEs,  xv. 
At  9,  p.  H.,  the  paius  and  Sooding  had  ceased,  and  the  pa- 
(tient  remained  fiee  from  them  until  the  23d,  at  1 1  oclock,  p.  h., 
when  I  was  sent  for  again.  I  found  the  pains  stronger  and 
more  frequent  than  at  first,  with  an  absence  of  fiooding,  and 
the  OS  uteri  as  large  as  a  five  cent  piece.  Thinking  it  prudent 
■to  interfere  no  farther,  she  was  al|owed  nothing  but  a  pill  oc- 
casionaly,  until  tbe  23d,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  h.,  when  the  os  uteri 
had  dilated  larger  than  a. dollar,  and  flooding  commenced 
again,  with  pains  too  feeble  to  expel  the  child.  Twenty  grs. 
of  ergot  were  ordered  in  three  equal  portions ;  one  to  be  given 
eveiy  half-hour  in  warm  water.  After  tbe  exhibition  of  the 
third  powder,  the  patient  gave  birth  to  twins,  male  and  female ; 
one  a  head  and  the  other  a  foot  presentation.  The  placenta 
and  child  were  borq  with  one  pain.  No  flooding  of  conse- 
quence followed,  and  in  ten  days  tbe  mother  was  well. 
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On   an   examination  of   the   children    (for  they  died  u> 
twenty  minutes  after  birth),  they  were  found  attached  to  each 
other  at  the  umbilicus,  by  a  cartilaginous,  cylin'lrical  tube* 
which  was  enclosed  within  a  sac,  formed  by  a  continuation  of 
the  skin  from  the  abdomen  of  both  children,  passing  off  gradu"^ 
ally  in  a  funnel  shape  from  each  child,  about  two  and  a-halT 
inches  long,  and  an  mch  in  diameter,  from  the  center  of  which 
arose  the  placental  cord  of  usual  size,  with  a  medium  pla- 
centa.    On  laying  open  the  tube,  ij,  was  found  to  contain  two- 
intestines,  of  the  size  of  the  coecum,  one  going  to  the  male 
from  the  female*  and  vice  versa.     The  children  were  well 

Eroportioned,  and  may  have  other  peculiarities  about  them» 
esides  those  detailed.  They  have  not,  as  yet,  been  fully  ex- 
amined. The  writer  has  them  in  his  possession. — Jvestem 
Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surg. 


ARTICLE  II. 

Treatment  of  Intermittent  Fevers  by  a  single  doio  of  Quinine.. 

Dr.  Pfeufer,*  of  Heidelberg,  states  he  has  had  much  oppor* 
tunity  of  treating  this  disease,  and  was  formerly  in  the  babil 
of  prescribing  from  15  to  20  grains,  in  divided  doses,  in  the 
intervals  of  the  paroxysms.  Latterly  be  had  given  &vc-graia 
doses,  until  from  40  to  60  grains  were  taken,  and  with  great 
success.  The  number  of  patients  having  greatly  increased 
during  the  bivouacs  consequent  upon  the  revolutionary  dis- 
turbances,  the  expense  of  so  much  Quinine  was  found  a  sen* 
ous  consideration^  and  he  determined  to  try  whether  by  a 
different  mode  of  administration  less  might  not  sufficet  and 
certainly,  if  the  results  he  has  arrived  at  are  confirmed  by 
others,  he  will  have  conferred  no  ordinary  boon  on  the  dis- 
tributors of  charitable  medical  relief.  He  finds,  indeed^  not 
only  that  the  expense  may  be  vastly  diminished,  but  the  cure 
expedited  and  rendered  more  certain,  by  administeriog  a 
single  ten-grain  dose  (made  into  four  pills,  with  ext.  of  mil^fif- 
/tt/m),  on  a  day  free  from  Fever.  This  dose  is  well  bonie» 
none  of  the  inconveniences  which  result  from,  the  longtcoib- 
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tiniieil  use  of  email  closes,  or  the  linilus,  giddiness,  &c,,  pro- 
duced by  very  large  ones,  presenliiig  themselves.  The  sub- 
sequent attack  is  weaker,  and  its  successors  still  sKwe  so,  the 
convalescent  remaining  in  tbe  hospital  from  four  to  eight  days. 
A  tabular  view  of  the  particulars  of  34  cases  so  treated  is 
givcn.—Henlc  and  PfeufcT's  Zeit. — Brit,  and  For.  Medico- 
Chirurg.  Revieu;  April,  1850,  p.  534. 


ARTICLE  III. 
Concluswna  respecting  Valvular  Diseases  oftKe  Heart. — By  Dr. 
A.  W.  Babclat,  Physician  to  the  Chelsea,  Belgrave,  and 
Brompton  Dispensary. 

^Dr.  Barclay  makes  the  following  deductions  from  the 
analysis  of  a  large  number  of  cases  occurring  at  St.  George's 
Hospital :] 

1.  Liability  to  double  valvular  diseases  is  a  consequence  of 
'  rheumatic  endocarditis ;  and  this  disease  may  attack  at  an 
early  period  of  life,  and  terminate  fatally  at  an  early  period. 
2.  A  decided  limit  appears  lo  be  set  by  age  to  fibrinous 
deposit  on  the  valves  ol  the  heart.  3.  Atheromatous  disease 
affects  not  by  prelerence  the  mitral  valvf-,  as  has  been  some- 
times stated.  4,  Though  endocarditis  is  most  commonly  an 
acute  disease,  originating  in  conoeciion  with  acute  rheumatism, 
yet  it  appears  that  llie  endocaidiura  or  lining  membrane  of 
the  heart  is  liable  to  become  the  seat  cither  of  chronic  inflam- 
mation and  its  effects,  namely,  thickenmg  and  induration  with 
corrugation  of  the  valves,  and  arctation  of  their  apertures,  or 
of  atherainatous  deposition.  5.  After  this  condition  of  the 
endocardium  and  valves  has  been,  insensibly  established,  an 
acute  form  of  the  disease  may  supervene,  or  hypertrophy  or 
dilatation  may  ensue.  6.  A  large  proportion,  that  is,  nearly 
one-half  of  the  fatal  cases  of  granular  kidney,  is  found  coinci- 
dent with  valvular  disease;  but  valvular  disease  is  rare  in 
those  cases  in  which  the  kidney  is  large  and  mottled.     7.  As 
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a  corollary  from  deduction  6,  it  must  be  admitted  as  probablei 
if  not  certain,  that  the  large  mottled  kidney  is  a  different 
disease  from  the  -grannlar  or  hard,  and  usually  small  kidney. 
Points  requiring  farther  investigation  are  the  fi)Uowibg  ^— 
1.  Whether  the  double  valvular  affection  foe  the  immediate* 
or  the  remote  consequence  of  rheumatic  endocarditis ;  and 
from  ^hat  circumstance  the  disposition  to  renewed  attack  of 
the  disease  is  derived  ?  2.  Whether  endocarditis  ever  pro* 
ceeds  from  the  enlarged  and  mottled  state  of  the  kidney  as  its 
sole  cause ;  and  why,  among  so  great  a  number  of  cases  con- 
nected v^ith  granular  kidney,  the  inflammatory  action  was  not 
more  frequently  found  recent  ? — Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jovr.^ 
April,  1860 ;  p.  344. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

NUrate  of  Silver  in  Epidemu^lDy$entery.~'By  Lbwis  Slussbb, 
M.  D.,  of  Canal  Fulton,  Ohio. 

That  diseases  of  an  epidemic  character  are  more  difficult 
to  manage — more  intractable  in  theii  nature  and  treatment 
than  the  sporadic  form,  is  a  principle  in  the  practice  of  medh 
cine  that  will  not,  I  presume  be  denied. 

During  the  summer  of  1849,  Dysentery  prevailed  in  this 
section  with  unwonted  virulence.  In  some  neighborhoods  the 
mortality  attending  its  prevalence  was  so  alarming,  that  with 
some  practitioners  it  was  regarded  as  but  another  form  of  Asi- 
atic Cholera. 

In  very  many  cases,  the  ordinary  remedies,  such  as  we  had 
been  accustomed  to  prescribe  in  former  years,  and  with  satis- 
factory results,  utterly  ffifiled.  Neither  mercurials,  opiates, 
nor  astringents,  separately,  or  in  varied  combmation,  exercised 
any  control  over  the  symptoms,  not  even  palliating  them. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  Ipecac,  Hope's  Mixture,  and  coun- 
ter-irritation. Nor  had  injections  of  Starch  and  Laudanumi 
Ice  Water,  or  soppositoiies  of  solid  Opium  any  eflect  in  nlili- 
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gating  the  tormina  and  the  tenesnpus.  Dr.  Young's  Buttermilk 
treatment  (vide  Amer.  Jour,  of  Med.  Sci.,  1842^,  proved 
advantageous  in  a  few  cases ;  in  others,  it  undoubtealy  aggra* 
vated  the  symptoms.  Antiphlogistics  were  contra-indicated. 
Some  cases,  despite  the  most  energetic  treatment,  would  ter- 
minate fatally  in  less  than  forty-eight  hours ;  others,  prostrated 
from  the  excessive  evacuations,  fell  into  a  tvphoid  condition, 
lingered  a  fortnight  or  more,  and  then  died.  In  this  latter 
condition  it  was,  after  having  failed  with  .those  remedies  hith- 
erto regardi^d  as  orthodox,  that  1  had  recourse  to  Nitrate  of 
Silver,  a  remedy  first  suggested,  I  believe,  in  this  disease,  by 
M.  Trousseau.  In  determining  upon  this  article,  I  was  mainly 
influenced  by  the  knowledge  of  its  frequent  exhibition  in 
other  enteric  affections,  both  acute  and  chronic  ;  and  particu- 
larly by  the  ocular  proof  of  its  beneficial  effects  in  Typhoid 
Fever,  which  prevailed  among  us  the  previous  Spring.  Re- 
garding the  pathological  conditions  of  the  two  affections,  as  in 
many  respects  analagous,  I  felt  justified  in  giving  the  remedy 
a  trial.  The  results  were  very  satisfactory  ;  and  I  may  add, 
that  subsequent  exprrience  confirms  the  favorable  opinion 
previously  entertained. 

I  have  not  had  any  experience  of  its  effects  in  the^ra^  stage 
of  Dysentery.  In  what  some  authors  very  properly,  as  I 
conceive,  designate  the  second  stage — ^where  the  discharges 
give  evidence  of  an  ulcerated  condition  of  the  bowels,  accom- 
panied with  Typhoid  symptons — I  regard  Nitrate  of  Silver  as 
the  remedy  to  be  preferred  to  any  I  have  yet  seen  recom- 
mended. I  will  give  particulars  of  a  few  cases  from  notes 
taken  at  the  time. 

The  first  case  in  which  I  exhibited  it,  was  that  of  Mrs.  T., 
set.  about  36  ;  the  mother  of  four  children.  I  had  treated  her 
in  the  Spring,  for  '*  sore  mouth  peculiar  to  nursing  women." 
In  June,  she  had  an  attack  of  Cholera  Morbus,  which  yielded 
upon  the  exhibition  of  our  ordinary  remedies.  About  th^  first 
of  August,  Dysentery  made  its  appearance  in  her  family. 
First  her  husband  was  attacked ;  ^he  convalesced  in  a  few 
days  upon  the  Calomel  and  Opium  treatment.    Next  herself. 

Resorting  to  the  previously  tried  remedies  already  men- 
tioned without  any  mitigation  of  symptoms,  her  condition 
soon  became  such,  that  I  was  satisfied  unless  some  other 
course  of  treatment  was  speedily  adopted  the  result  could  not 
be  otherwise  than  fatal.  At  this  stage,  decided  tjrphoid 
symptoms  bad  supervened^  comtenance  bippocratic; 
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bedewed  with  a  cold  clammy  sweat ;  eyes,  sunken  and  lus- 
treless ;  pulse  weak  and  frequent ;  tongue  •  dry,  red  and 
glazed  ;  tbir&t  ardent ;  bowels  tympanitic  ;  tormina  and  teno*- 
mus  almost  incessant ;  fifteen  and  twenty  dlscharffes  in  as 
many  hours,  of  a  purulent,  bloody,  and  lymphous  character* 

I  determined  upon  the  following  prescription: 
?^.  Argent.  Nitrat.  Crys.,  gr.  vj. 
Pulv.  OpiL,  3j. 
Mucil.  Gum  Acac.^  q.  s. 
M.  ft.  pil.  No.  xij.    One  every  two  hours. 

Her  prostrated  condition  was  ^uch  as  to  demand  the  fiw 
exhibition  of  stimulants,  in  order  to  sustain  the  faltering  eaei^ 
gies  of  life.  Brandy  and  Arom.  Spts.  Ammon.  were  given 
pro  re  nata.  At  the  same  time,  I  ordered  an  iniection  eveij 
three  hours,  of  ^r.  ij.  Nitrate  of  Silver  dissolved  in  |j.  warm 
w;ater,  mixed  with  a  gill  of  tepid,  milk.  At  the  expiration  of 
twenty-four  hours  from  the  adoption  of  this  treatment,  I  found 
an  evident  amelioration  of  the  distressing  symptoms.  The 
evacuations  were  less  frequent,  and  there  was  a  decided  mitir 
gation  of  the  tormina  and  tenesmus.  I  was  encouraged  to  re- 
peat  the  prescription,  but  prolonged  the  time  of  giviog  the 
pills  to  three  hours,  and  omitted  the  injections.  The  aischarm 
soon  after  exhibited  the  characteristic  dark  appearance,  the 
effects  of  the  remedy,  and  contained  less  mucus.  The  symp- 
toms gradually  abated,  the  secretions  became  natural,  and  ta 
a  few  days  the  patient  was  entirely  out  of  danger. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  a  daughter  of  Mrs*  T.,  set.  10 
years.  She  had  been  confined  about  a  week  ;  condition  much 
the  same  as  that  of  her  mother.  Ordered  the  same  prescrip- 
tion, observing  a  differential  proportion.  The  improvemeot, 
for  the  first  twenty-four  hours  was  not  so  marked  as  that  of 
her  mother ;  and  observing  a  want  of  action  about  the  surface, 
I  concluded  upon  the  following : — 

R.  Nitrate  Argent.  Crys.,  grs,  jiss. 
Sulph.  Morph.,  gr.  j. 
Vin  Ipecac,  3j. 
Aquo^Camph.,  Ij. 

M.  A  teaspoonful  cN'Bry  tw6  hours.  At  the  same  time  or- 
dered a  warm  bath.  This  bad  the  desired  effect.  Free 
perspiration  followed ;  the  alimentary  secretions  improved; 
and  m  a  short  time  she  also  recovered. 

Few  days  after,  saw  Mr.  M »  a3t.  about  46,  in  consulca- 

Uon  with  Dr.  Donahu*  He  had  been  laboring  under  Dyaentaiy 
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some  twelve  days,  atid  was  much  prostrated.  Pulse  130  ; 
abdomoR  tympanitic,  though  not  tender  upon  pressure  ;  had 
discharged  on  the  day  previous  a  large  quantity  of  felty  mat- 
ter, having  the  consistence  of  healthy  pus,  but  inodorous ; 
tongue  dry,  and  covered  with  a  thick  white  coat ;  the  papillae 
prominent ;  sordes  upon  the  teeth  knd  gums  ;  his  whole  sur- 
face covered  with  a  foetid  clammy  perspiration.  He  had  had 
the  full  benefit  of  the  Calomel  and  Opium  treatment.  Ty- 
phoid symptoms  were  present,  and  it  was  evident  there  was 
a  decided  downward  tendency. 

The  treatment  adopted  in  case  first  was  decided  upon,  and 
the  results  were,  equally  fortunate. 

I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  extend  this  article,  by  a  detailed 
history  of  other  cases,  with  like  symptoms,  treated  by  the  same 
curative  agent,  and  resulting  aUke  satisfactorily.  SuflScient,  I 
think,  has  already  been  adduced  to  recommend  the  agent  as 
one  at  least  worthy  a  trial.  I  might  mention  that  I  suggested 
the  remedy  to  several  neighboring  practitioners,  and  so  far  as 
I  have  heard,  its  administration  in  the  conditions  before  speci- 
fied, was  attended  with  uniform  success: 

In  obstinate  Diarrhoea  of  infants,  it  has  proven  in  my  hands 
an  excellent  remedy.  In  advanced  stages,  where  the  pros- 
tration and  emaciation  is  extreme,  dejections  freqtient  and 
watery,  I  have  exhibited  the  following  mixture  with  admirable 
results : — 

?;.  Argent.  Nitrat.  Crys., 
Sulph.  Morph.  oa.,  grs.  ij. 
Gum  Arab.,  3j. 
Sacch.  Albe,  3ij. 
Aquae.,  f.  ^ii.. 

Ft.  mix.  Teaspoonful  every  three  hours,  to  a  child  three 
years  old. — Medical  Examiner. 


ARTICLE  V. 

MINISTERS  AND  PHYSICIANS. 


The  Puritan  Recorder  is  disposed  to  treat  the  threatemd 
relation  of  these  two  profetsioM  with  some  hunaor  lu  well  ar 
senses    It  says :— 
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«'  Of  late,  however,  there  seem  to  be  symptoms  of  on* 
healthy  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  medical  gentlemen.  It  is 
even  rumored,  that,  in  some  of  their  Conventions  and  Socie- 
ties, they  are  agitating  the  project  of  a  breach  of  the  peace 
with  the  ministers  of  the  Gespel,  because  a  few  of  theae  ' 
have  soiled  their  cloth  by  patronizing  and  puffing  some  of 
the  patent  nostrums  of  the  day.  We  have  no  apology  to 
make  for  such  unministerial  conduct,  which  is  hignly  mdia- 
creet  and  reprehensible.  But  this  we  will  say,  that,  for  one 
respectable  and  educated  clergyman  who  has  stultified  him* 
self  by  being  thus  mixed  up  with  quackery,  at  least  an 
hundred  have  abhorred  the  contact  of  '  the  unclean  thing.' 

Why  should  the  whole  body  of  ministers  in  regular  stand* 
ing,  be  made  responsible  for  the  errors  and  follies  of  a  few  of 
their  brethren,  who,  in  such  matters,  ate  under  no  ecclesias- 
tical control  ?  Have  any  of  the  ..ecclesiastical  bodies,  large 
or  small,  taken  action  in  the  piemises.  Has  the  General  A»* 
sociation  of  Massachusetts  recommended  to  the  churches  the 
use  of  Brandreth's  Pills  ?  Has  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (Old  School),  espoused  the  cause  of 
Sand's  Sarsaparilla ;  or  has  the  New  School  Assembly  taken 
up  the  claims  of  the  rival  syrup  of  Townsend  ?  E^ave  the 
Episcopal  bishops  given  vogue  to  the  big-bellied  bottles  of 
Mrs.  (Lidder's  Cordial  ?  Has  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  brethren  endorsed  for  the  virtues  of  the  Tbompto* 
nian  hot-drops?  Is  the  American  Unitarian  Associatioii 
responsible  for  Homeopathic  doses  in  medicine  as  well  as  in 
religion  ?  Or  has  the  Baptist  communion  pledged  itself  to 
Hydropathy  for  an^  but  spiritual  purposes  ?  If  no  such 
i  ecclesiastical  absurdity  has  been  perpetrated t  why  is  an  en- 
tire body  of  unoffending  men  charged  with  the  extravaganoei 
of  a  few  visionary  or  eccentric  brethren,  who  have  ignorantlj 
misapplied  their  official  influence  to  the  suppor  t  of  imposturd 
Here  we  are  bound  to  warn  the  gentlemen  of  the  medi  cal 
profession,  that,  if  they  declare  war  with  the  ministers  oo 
such  grounds,  they  may  yet  be  obliged  to  drink  out  of  their 
own  measure.  We  would  inquire  whether  none  of  them 
have  been  known  to  patronize  quack  preachers,  empirical 
reformers,  and  other  religious  Jack-puddings,  who  are  vend- 
ing their  noxious  nostrums  in  theology  and  morals,  poisoning 
and  stupif^in^  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  spreading  the 
ravues  of  spiritual  death  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact»  that  very  OMJ 
^gubi^bred  physicians  haunt  the  shops  of  fin  uiMt 
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tfaeologieal  impostors,  and  go  abroad  to  bring  their  pernicious 
wares  into  general  use  ?  And  now  what  propriety  would 
there  be  in  preaching  up  a  crusade  on  the  part  of  the  clergy 
against  the  physicians,  as  a  class  essentially  radical  and 
faithless  ? — Prairie  Herald. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

Suggestions  on  the  Treatment  of  Eruptive  Diseases  of  the  Skin*-^ 
By  J.  MooRB  Nbllioan,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  L  A.,  &c. 

[Speaking  of  the  chronic  squamous  diseases  of  the  skin, 
and  more  particularly  of  psoriasis,  Dr.  Nelligan  gives  the 
following  practical  hints  :— 

Donavan's  solution  of  the  Hydriodate  of  Arsenic  and  Mer-* 
cury  has  been  extensively  used  in  the  treatment  of  this  class 
of  cutaneous  eruptions.  I  must,  however,  confess  that  I  am 
not  partial  to  the  employment  of  any  mercurial  preparation 
in  their  treatment,  when  tfcey  afiect  the  body  generally.  The 
only  local  form  of  scaly  disease  in  which  1  have  found  a  mer** 
curial  useful,  is  in  pityriasis,  and  in  it  I  find  the  yellow  Iodide 
of  Mercury  productive  of  the  best  results. 

The  Iodide  of  Aisenic  has  also  been  found  a  remedy  of 
decided  efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  these  affections ;  it  was 
first  generally  employed  by  Dr.  A»  T.  Thompson.  My  own 
experience  leads  me  to  place  more  reli'^ncc  upon  it  than  on 
any  other  preparation  of  Arsenic  ;  but  though  I  found  it  alone 
capable  of  curing  many  cases  of  psoriasis  and  leprat  I  con* 
sicier  that  its  beneficial  action  is  much  augmented  by  combi- 
ning it  with  Iodide  of  Potassium  and  Iodine. 

On  the  importance  of  a  milk  diet,  my  experience  leads  me 
to  the  conclusion  that  an  adherence  to  it  is  of  the  utmost 
consequence  in  cutaneous  eruptions,  except  where  tbey  occur 
in  cachetic  or  broken  down  constitutions!  or  are  attended  witli 
ulcers,  or  profuse  and  weakening  discharges. 
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Tepid  baths  o(  fresh  water,  twice  or  three  times  weekly, 
will  be  found  an  adjunct  of  much  importance  in  the  treat- 
ment of  scaly  eruptions  ;  they  tend  to  restore  the  natural  se- 
cretions, and  prevent  the  accumulation  of  scales.  They  are 
especially  useful  when  much  local  irritation  exists*  I  have 
tried  various  local  applications,  but  my  experience  leads  me 
to  prefer  the  tepid  bath. 

[The  mixture  of  Arsenic  and  Hydriodate  of  Potash  alluded 
to,  is  made  according  to  the  iollowing  formula :- — 
?..  Liq.  Arsenicalis,  3ij. 
Syrup,  Simp.,  3ij, 
Aquae  Dist.,  3ss. 
Potass.  Iodide,  3ss. 
Of  this  a  dessert-spoonful  is  given  three  three  times  a-day 
in  water.     To  this  mixture,  in  inveterate  cases,  six  grains  dl 
Iodine  are  added.] 


ARTICLE  VII. 

Cure  of  Scabies  by  Inunction  with  Lard, — Dr.  Bennett  has 
confirmed  the  assertion  made  by  some  Italian  physicians, 
that  Sulphur  ointment  cures  itch  only  In  virtue  of  its  oleagi** 
nous  ingredent,  which  asyhyxiates  the  acarus  by  stopping  up 
its  spiracula.  Four  cases  are  given  in  which  the  disease  dis* 
appeared  by  the  simple  use  of  hog's  lard. — Ed.  Monthly  Jour, 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

New  Method  of   Treating  Hooping- Co vgL-^Bj   Dr.    EbbiTi 
Watson. 

[The  author,  before  proceeding  to  mention  his  method  of 
treating  Hooping-Cough,^alludes  to  the  prevailing  theories  of 
the  disease  ;  he  observes :] 

There  are  four  diflerent  views  of  the  nature  of  the  Hoopinff* 
Cough,  each  of  which  has  had  its  advocates.  According  to 
one»  it  depends  on  inflammation  of  the  brain  and  itft  mem* 
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tranes,  from  which  the  inflamraalion  extends  to  the  respira- 
tory surfaces ;  while  another  class  of  pathologists  maintain 
•exactly  the  opposite— viz.,  that  the  inflammation  originates  in 
the  bronchial  membrane,  and  extends  rapidly  to  thd  brain 
and  medulla  oblongata.  A  third  theory  is,  that  while  the 
brain  and  medulla  may  be  unaffected,  the  essence  of  the 
fnalady  lies  in  a  peculiar  irritation  of  the  trunks  of  the  great 
nerves  supplying  the  larynx,  diaphragm,  and  stomach,  vis., 
the  pneumogastric  and  phrenic — without  any  bronchial  in- 
flammation necessarily  existing  at  all.  And  the  fourth  theory 
is,  that  the  poison  of  the  Hooping-Gough  first  causes  inflam- 
mation of  the  respiratory  surfaces,  and  very  speedily  affects 
•the  nerves,  so  as  to  render  the  glottis  peculiarly  irritable. 

This  last-mentioned  theory  is  substantially  the  one  which  I 
adopt,  as  being  ihe  simplest,  and   nearest  to  the  truth.     I 
believe  that  in  a  case  of  uncomplicated   Hooping-Cojgh  the 
morbid  poison  first  infla.nes  the  mucous  membrane    lining 
the  pharynx  and  the  upper  part  of  the  larynx ;  that  there  the 
•extreme  branches  of  the  sensory  nerve,  the  superior  laryngeal, 
become  affected  in  some  peculiar  way  which  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt to   explain ;   and  that,  finally,  the   motor  nerve,  the 
recurrent  laryngeal,  is  excited  into  reflex  action.     Hence  the 
ordmary   progress  of  the   symptoms,  which   first   resemble 
those  of  a  common  cold  or  slight  bronchitis — differing,  how- 
ever, from  the  latter,  in  the  absence  of  any  constitutional  or 
stethoscopic  indications  of  inflamed  bronchi,  as  well  as  in  the 
periodic  character  of  the  cough.     Along  with  this  symptom 
jgiay  also  be  ranged  certain  peculiar  pains  of  the  throat  and 
oeck,  which  are  often  complained  of,  and  seem  to  indicate  the 
effect  of  the  poison  on  tne  sensory   nerve  of  these  parts. 
Then  follows  the  distinctive  Symptom  of  the  affection — ^viz., 
the    whoop,   or  drawback — which  is  produced   by   the  ex- 
<}itement  of  the. inferior  laryngeal  nerve  and  consequent  spasm 
of  the  muscles  of  the  glottis.     Such  are  the  symptoms  whicfa, 
in  my  opinion,  are  alone  essential  to  Hooping-Cough.     Few 
cases  oi  that  disease,  however,  proceed  lar  on  their  course 
without  another  symptom — viz.,  vomiting,  during,  or  towards 
the  end  of  the  paroxysms  of  coughing ,  which  is  doubtless 
caused    by    an  extension  of   the   morbid   influence  to  the 
branches  of  the  pneumogastric  which  supply  the  stomach. 

[Viewing  the  disease,  then,  as  essentially  an  inflammation 
of  the  pharyn^o-laryngeal  mucous  membrane,  with  peculiar 
irritability  of  the  glottiSf  it  occurred  to  Dr.  Watson,  that  an 
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efficient  remedy  might  be  found  in  cauterization  of  the  larynTr 
according  to  the  plan  of  Dr.  Horace  Green-  (See  H.  ¥•  A«» 
vol.  vi.»  p.  186.)  He  accordingly  put  it  in  practice  in  the  fi>K 
lowing  cases.] 

'*  The  first  case  in  which  I  attempted  it  was  that  of  a 
weakly  boy,  about  eight  years  old,  in  whom  the  disease  wa» 
already  at  its  height.  He  had  a  severe  papoysm  of  couffhiDg 
regularly  every  quarter  of  an  hour  ;  he  was  already  maen  de* 
bilitated,  and  in  constant  danger  of  having  some  serious 
lesion  [Produced  in  his  delicate  lungs*  From  the  first  time 
that  1  applied  the  solution  to  the  glottis,  the  severity  of  the 
cough  was  mitigated,  and,  after  repeating  the  appHcatton 
every  second  day  for  about  a  week,  he  was  found  not  Vb 
whoop  at  all.  The  boy  then  made  a  speedy  and  complete 
recovery  of  his  ordinary  strength,  under  the  use  of  the  GocK 
Liver  Oil. 

**  The  sister  of  this  patient  was  also  seriously  affeeted  by 
the  same  disease,  and  the  application  of  a  solution  of  Caustic 
was  likewise  used  in  her  case.  But  its  effects  were  not  so 
striking  as  in  the  other  case,  owing  to  the  presence  of  lobular 
Pneumonia  of  the  posterior  part  of  the  left  lune.  Neverthe* 
less,  the  paroxysms  of  the  HcK>ping-Cough  dioiinisbed  it 
frequency  and  in  violence  under  its  use  ^  and  after  the 
Pneumonia  had  been  subdued  by  pretty  active  measuresi  the 
child  ultimately  made  a  good  recovery. 

"  My  third  case  was  that  of  about  six  ytears  of  age»  b 
whom  the  disease  had  nearly  passed  without  much  treatment 
of  any  kind  having  been  employed  ;  but  be  still  was  harrassed 
with  frequent  and  pretty  violent  fits  of  coughing ;  and  whei 
excited  or  frightened,  he  still  ha(^  that  mode  of  drawing  in  bis 
breath,  popularly  known  as  *'  the  drawback."  Two  or  three 
applications  of  the  solution  to  the  glottis  and  larynx  of  das 
child  were  sufficient  to  accomplish  a  perfect  cure  of  his 
symptoms;  and  a  short  sojourn  >n  the  country,  witb  the  use  . 
of  a  tonic,  completed  his  restoration  to  health  and  vigor." 

Dr.  Watson  has  since  treated,  in  a  similar  manner,  several 
other  cases,  the  results  of  which  are  equally  favorable  ^rith 
those  already  mentioned.  None  of  his  patients  continued  l» 
whoop  more  than  eight  or  ten  days  after  the  sohition  of  Caus- 
tic began  to  be  applied  to  the  glottis ;  and  from  the  6rst  of 
such  applications,  the  mitigation  was  very  marked.  In  aome 
cases  of^  children  living  in  the  same  house  with  patientt  af* 
lected  with  Hooping-Coughr  and  who  exhibited  syipploiM  if 
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the  commencement  of  that  disease,  such  as  frequent  fits  of 
coughing,  especially  during  the  night,  and  when  suddenly 
agitated,  with  absence  of  co-existing  Fever,  and  of  the  phy- 
sical signs  of  Bronchitis,  &c«,  he  has,  by  applying  the  solu- 
tion of  Caustic  to  their  larynges,  succeeded  m  dissipating  the 
syn)ptoms  alluded  to,  and  restoring  the  children  to  health. 

The  strength  of  the  solution  is  grs.  xv.  to  the  ounce,  ap- 
plied every  second  day  by  means  of  whalebone  tipped  with 
sponge,  at  first  to  the  pharynx  only.  The  mode  of  doing 
tnis  is  essentially  the  same  as  by  Dr.  Horace  Green,  and  need 
not  be  repeated.]— Banking'*  Abstract. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

On  the  Use  of  Tannin  in  Variotis  Diseases, — By  Dr.  Alison. 

[The  author  states  that  he  has,  for  six  years,  continually 
prescribed  Tannin  in  various  diseases,  and  has  found  it  ex- 
tremely efficacious.  His  remarks  are  arranged  under  the* 
following  heads : 

1.  History  and  properly  of  Tannin.  2.  Its  physiological 
and  therapeutical  eiiects.     3.  Modes  of  administration. 

The  first  of  these  we  omit ;  on  the  next  division  of  his 
subject,  the  author  observes :] 

2.  Physiological  and  Therapeuiicai  Effects  of  Tannic  Acid. 
-—As  an  astnngent,  I  have  found  Tannic  Acid  exceedingly 
efficacious,  certainly  as  much  so  as  any  other  agent,  vegetable 
or  mineral,  that  I  ever  employed.  It  has  equalled  the  Salts* 
of  Lead,  Copper,  and  Zinc,  without  producing  any  of  those 
poisonous  efiects  which  are  liable  to  follow  the  free  use  of  the 
salts  of  the  first  two  metals. 

Internal  Use. — In  the  Chronic  Bronchial  Catarrh  of  weakly 
and  elderly  persons,  unconnected  with  disease  of  the  heart 
or  great  blood-vessels,  and  attended  with  copious  and  debili- 
tatmg  expectoratioui  the  administration  of  Tannic  Acid  by 
the  moutOi  in  doses  of  one,  two,  and  three  grains,  two  or  thfree 
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times  daily,  has  greatly  and  gradually  abated  the  aecretioOf 
relieved  the  frequent  cough,  and  improved  the  strength  of  ihe 
patient.  In  the  second  stage  of  Pulmofuiry  CansumpHanr^ 
viz.,  that  of  softening,  vsrhen  Bronchial  Catarrh  has  boett 
present  to  a  large  extent,  weakening;  the  patieat,  caosing  fre* 
quent  cough,  and  disturbing  sleep,  tne  same  resalts  have^Rd- 
lowed,  and  have  greatly  contributed  to  the  cooifort  and 
welfare  of  the  sufferer.  But  in  puln^onary  disease,  the 
greatest  amount  of  benefit  has  been  obviously  derived  whea 
large  cavities  have  been  present  in  the  lungs,  the  walls  of 
which  have  thrown  out  large  quantities  of  pumlent  mattert 
occasionally  mixed  with  blood.  In  >  such  cases  the  discharge 
has  been  effectually  controlled,  and  the  rate  of  tear  and  wear 
of  the  system  obviously  restrained,  without  the  induction  of 
oppression  or  other  evils. 

In  Chronic  Diarrhcea^  which  had  resisted  the  ordinary  treat- 
ment by  Chalk,  Opium,  and  regulated  diet,  and  was  not 
oependent  on  obstructive  disease  of  the  heart  or  liver,  Tannic 
Acid  in  a  solid  form,  has  proved  of  surprising  eflScacy.  Id 
cases  of  severe  disease,  depending  on  an  irritable,  weakly 
mucous  membrane,  I  have  not  known  of  one  failure  ;  and  of 
tho^e  examples  connected  with  chronic  inflammation  and 
disorganization  of  the  mucous  membrane,  only  two  proved  be- 
yond the  influence  of  this  remedy.  These  two  cases  oocnrfed 
during  the  last  Autumn,  while  Cholera  vras  pveralent,  and  the 
disease  of  the  mucous  membrane  was  extensive.  The  com* 
plaint,  m  one  of  the  examples,  was  of  long  standing,  and  the 
patient  had  been  addicted  to  habits  of  intemperance.  But  it 
was  not  Tannic  Acid  only  that  failed ;  the  Salts  of  Copper, 
Iron,  Lead,  ahd  Zinc,  proved  to  be  of  no  more  avcdl.  In  this 
form  of  disease.  Tannic  Acid  was  administered  in  the  tatm 
of  pill,  in  combination  with  Opium. 

In  LetieorrhoMi^  unconnected  with  inflammatory  actioo,  I 
have  found  Temnic  Acid  efficacious  in  restraining  the  dit* 
isharge,  and  in  increasing  the  strength  of  the  patient.  The 
aqueous  solution,  combined  with  a  small  proportion  of  dilute 
Nitric  Acid,  was  the  form  usually  emplo}^ed  in  these  exam* 
pies  of  disease.  In  Menorrhagia^  not  dependent  on  a  pleth* 
oric  state  of  the  system,  or  on  local  congestion,  it  was  also 
serviceable,  administered  in  the  same  form. 

The  excessive  sweating  in  Pluhisis^  and  in  other  diseasss 
running  on  to  a  fatal  termination  has  been  usefiilly  restraioad 
Hy  Ihe  use  of  Tannic  Actd^  combined  with  ailoit  Vkwc 
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Acid  ;  and  tbe  babitual  cold  damp  upon  ihe  skin  of  soft, 
weakly  constitutions,  has  been  corrected  by  tbe  same  msanet 
I  ha\e.  had  no  opponunity  of  testing  the  virtues  of  tbis 
remedy  in  the  HemoTrhagic  Diathesis  ;  but  I  am  strongly  dis- 
posed to  believe  they  would  be  very  considerable,  conjoined 
with  other  suitable  means.  I  believe  it  would  prove  ser- 
viceable in  Albumimiria,  dependent  on  chronic  disorganiza- 
tion of  the  kidney,  and  not  associated  with  obstructive  dis- 
ease. When  the  egress  of  albumen  results,  as  I  believe  it 
often  does,  in  no  small  degree,  from  reduced  tone  and  elasti- 
city in  tbe  organ,  and  is  not  (as  in  a  great  majority  of  cases) 
a  wholesome  outlet  necessary  for  tbe  relief  of  the  circulation. 
Tannic  Acid  offers  the  promise  of  benefit.  Such  a  case, 
however,  I  have  not  lately  met  with,  and  consequently  have 
not  had  an  optwrtunity  of  testing  the  treatment. 

Local  Application. — In  the  form  of  aqueous  solution,  used 
as  a  gargle.  Tannic  Acid  has  been  most  useful  in  correcting 
relaxation  of  the  throat.  Sponginess  and  hemorrhage  of  tbe 
gums  have  been  greatly  controlled  by  a  lotion  of  Tannic 
Acid,  and  by  the  application  of  dry  powder.  By  this  means 
loose  teeth  may  be  retained  for  a  time,  and  the  impediment 
lo  articulation  thereby  prevented,  wbicb  would  result  from 
iheir  removal. 

In  Prolapmt  Ani,  I  have  prescribed  Tannic  Acid,  dissolved 
in  water,  as  an  injection.  This  remeciy  is  particularly  indi- 
cated when  the  disease  is  associated  with  great  relaxaiion  of 
the  solids.  Applied  to  Hemorrhoulal  Tumon,  free  from  in- 
flammation, in  the  form  of  a  fine  powder,  mixed  with  lard, 
it  would  doubtless  prove  more  efficacious  than  galls,  the  usual 
remedy.  It  is  assuredly  due  to  the  Tannic  A-iid  which  it 
contains,  that  Uva  Ursi  proves  servicable  in  Calarrhus  Vesicce. 

In  Qonorrhaa,  chronic,  or  about  lo  become  such  Tannic 
Acid,  applied  externally,  as  a  lotion,  has  proved  serviceable. 
In  the  latter  mod&i  it  has  induced   no  smarting,  although  the 

{)arts  have  been  tender,  and  though  it  has  been  applied  with 
ittte  intermission  for  several  days.  It  is  as  a  7ocn/ astrin- 
gent that  Tannic  Acid  produces  the  most  obvious  effects,  as 
Dr.  Garrod  has  remarked. 

Of  Tannic  Acid  as  an  astringent,  I  have  merely  further  to  say, 
that  it  is  -oi  special  excellence  as  an  external  application  to 
the  skin,  when  such  a  remedy  is  required.  I  have  found  it 
of  extraordinary  e£Scacy  when  reduced  to  a  fine  powder, 
mixed  with  >lara,  and  applied  to  (he  skin.    The  parts  soon 
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acquire  a  healthy  aspect ;  very  little  of  the  smarting  or  pun- 
gency which  so  generally  results  from  the  use  of  the  Salts  of 
Alumina,  Lead,  Zinc,  or  Copper.  I  have  found  it  far  supe- 
rior to  Gallic  Acid.  By  way  of  testing  their  comparative 
powers,  I  lately  employed  an  ointment  of  Gallic  Acid  to 
one  spot  of  psoriasis,  and  one  of  Tannic  Acid  to  another. 
The  strength  of  both  was  the  same.  The  spots  were  of  old 
date,  and  had  resisted  much  treatment.  In  the  course  of  two 
days,  the  spot  to  which  Tannic  Acid  had  been  applied  was 
all  but  hejilthy ;  that  for  which  Gallic  Acid  had  been  simi- 
larly employed  was  more  inflamed  than  before.  The  Gallic 
Acid  had  produced  smarting,  and  brought  away  t-he  protect- 
ing scales.  This  treatment  was  adopted  merely  to  test  the 
comparative  powers  of  the  two  acids,  and  not  as  curative 

Eractice.  Astringents,  if  they  be  applied  in  psoriasis,  must 
e  used  only  as  subsidiary  to  other  treatment. 
As  a  peptic.  Tannic  Acid  is  very  efficacious.  This  I  soon 
found,  while  employing  it  as  a  pure  astringent.  Symptoms 
of  Dyspepsia  disappeared  under  its  use ;  the  appetite  in- 
creased, flatus  and  sense  of  distension  were  abated  at  the 
same  time ;  and  in  several  instances  the  bowels,  far  from  be- 
coming constipated,  acquiring  a  more  healthy  tone*  actually 
became  more  free.  A  lady  aflected  with  Phthisis,  who  has 
been  under  my  care  for  three  years,  during  which  time  she 
has  taken  Tannic  Acid  alternately  with  Cod-Liver  Oil,  com- 
plained very  lately  of  loss  of  appetite  while  taking  the  OiU 
The  morning  dose  of  the  Oil  was  replaced  by  Tannic  Acid» 
osmbined  with  dilute  Nitric  Acid,  and  the  result  was  a  very 
striking  restoration  of  the  appetite.  With  such  obvious  im- 
provement in  the  condition  and  action  of  the  stomach,  it  is 
reasonable  to  believe  that  one  of  the  results  is  the  formation 
of  a  more  perfect  chyle.  The  action  as  a  peptic  is  in  accord- 
ance with  tne  statement  of  one  of  the  best  writers  on  materia 
medica.  Dr.  Pereira  says:  —  •'Administered  ia  moderate 
doses,  they  (astringents)  promote  the  appetite,  assist  diges- 
tion," &c. — Ranking^s  Abstract* 
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ARTICLE  X. 

Too  Early  and  Severe  Mental  Effort  the  Cause  of  EpUejm  in 
Children. — By  W.  M.  Cornell,  M.  D.,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

There  is  often  a  wish  among  parents — perhaps  a  meritori- 
«as  one, — to  have  their  children  bright  aftd  forward.  The 
opening  buds  in  the  speaking  countenance  of  the  infant*  as 
mental  developement  proceeds,  are  a  source  of  the  deepest 
interest.  But  it  has  been  well  said  that  ^  precocious  children 
rarely  make  eminent  men." 

I  protest  against  that  system  of  education  which  attempts 
to  make  men  and  women,  scholars  and  philosophers,  of  little 
children.  This,  in  many  places,  seemed  to  be  the  design  of 
the  infant  school  system,  so  much  in  vogue  a  few  years  past. 
We  were  upon  the  eve  of  having  learned  children,  of  the  age 
•of  five  or  six  years:  and  the  sage  fathers,  and  good  mothersi 
and  maiden  aunts,  and  teachers,  seemed  about  to  astonish  the 
world  by  their  prodigies.  Many  looked  on  with  astonish- 
ment* and  began  to  wonder  what  kind  of  men  and  women  we 
were  to  have  from  such  children.  But  they  were  soon  relieved 
«f  their  diflSiculty,  for  it  proved  that  such  "  forward  "  children 
never,  or  rarely,  if  evei,  lived  to  be  men  and  women. 

The  mind  of  t-he  child,  which  was  urged  forward  thus  pre- 
maturely, soon  became  jaded  and  lost  its  balance.  Nervous 
disease  soon  supervened,  and  the  pretty,  little,  bright  and 
uprightly  child,  the  idol  of  its  fond  parents,  their  "  little  pride,* 
soon  became  the  object  of  their  solicitude,  and  deep  and  pain- 
ful anxiety.  The  precocious  intellect  that  even  in  youth  could 
understand  and  read  English,  Latin,  and  French,  to  the  ad- 
miration of  all,  so  affected  the  body,  that  wonderful  mechan- 
ism, as  to  overstretch  those  delicate  strings,  the  nerves,  and 
induce  that  worst  and  most  to  be  dreaded  of  all  irritations, 
siervous.  The  nervous  excitement  increased,  and  the  bodily 
health  began  to  fail.  The  bright  flashes  of  thought,  the 
sparkling  witicisms  of  the  pale  and  feeble  little  being,  burst- 
ing from  the  overtasked  intellect,  called  forth  the  loudest  ap- 
plause irom  inconsiderate  friends  and  ignorant  admirers. 

The  scene  soon  changed.  The  nervous  spasms  began.-— 
The  body,  as  the  mind  and  nervous  system  were  thus  over- 
burdened, craved  more  food  as  it  was  able  to  bear  less.  The 
ilwitchings  and  sjpasms  increased,  till  by  some  extra  mental 
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efibrt;  or  sudden  fright,  or  overloaded  stomach,  the  spastD 
became  the  convulsion,  and  Epilepsy,  with  all  its  horrorst 
was  apparent;  and,  in  all  probability,  irretrievable  idiocy t  to 
cap  this  climax  of  a  wrong  education,  lies  before  this  inao- 
cent  child. 

This  is  only  one  of  the  forms  in  which  this  monstrous  per- 
version of  the  laws  o^  our  being,  manifests  itself,  and  1  have 
taken  this  view  of  it  from  the  fact  that  it  has  been  ofteo 
brought  before  me,  in  all  its  horrors,  during  the  last  few  years* 
Among  the  numerous  causes  of  Epilepsy  which  have  come 
under  my  notice,  this  has  been  a  prolific  one :  and,  I  warn 
that  fond  but  ambitious  parent,  who  is  anxious  to  see  his  chiM 
a  genius,  to  beware  of  his  course.  He  is  planting  a  tree, 
which  instead  of  furnishing  him  with  a  refreshing  shade  in  his 
old  age,  will  throw  the  poison  of  the  bitterest  reflection  over 
the  meridian  of  his  life,  in  the  blighted  body  and  unhinged 
mind  of  his  beloved  child ;  and  in  augmenting,  an  hundred 
fold,  the  cares,  anxieties  and  solicitude  of  the  parent*  thus 
**  bowing  down  (much  earlier  than  would  otherwise  be  the 
case)  his  grey  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave.''  He  is  sowioff 
seed  which  will  produce  a  harvest  of  sorrows.  Better  would 
it  be  for  such  children,  if  they  never  learned  their  letters. 

This  course  with  the  child  is  wholly  unnecessary.  There 
is  not  the  least  possible  need  of  it.  The  child  may  be  one  of 
the  brightest  men  of  his  age,  even  though  be  be  very  back* 
ward  and  very  dull  in  childhood.  This  was  the  case  widi 
Sir  Isaac  Newton  in  philosophy,  Walter  Scott  in  fiction,  aod 
Andrew  Fuller,  in  polemics. 

I  have  now  under  treatment  for  epileptic  convulsions,  seve> 
lal  children  where  the  disease  was  induced  in  the  manner 
above  described,  and  this  fact  has  led  me  to  furnish  this  brief 
and  hasty  sketch  for  your  valuable  journal.  It  is  hoped  it 
may  do  some  good  by  admonishing  fiarents,  guardians  and 
teachers  against  crowding  upon  the  minds  of  children  moA 
than  the  God  of  nature  designed  they  should  bear. — &  C* 
Med.  JovTn 


ARTICLE  XL 

A  Case  of  Sciatica  Successfully  Treated  with  Chloroform.^^Bj 
John  B.  Holmbs,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

On  the  ITth  of  last  October,  Mrs.  Scanlon^  m  poor  ^fooiia 
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seeking  medical  advice,  called  upon  me.  From  a  minute 
inquiry  into  her  past  and  present  life  and  suflFeringSy  I  gathered 
the  following  particulars :  Mrs.  Scanlon  ts  a  native  of  Lon- 
don— was  born  in  the  Winter  of  1809.  JHer  mother  had  fiv« 
healthy  children  and  three  abortions  ;  slV^as  poor  and  com- 
pelled to  labor  hard  at  the  wash-tub.  Fcmr  years  after  the 
birth  of  Mrs.  Scanlon,  and  immediately  after  her  last  abor- 
tion, she  was  attacked  with  a  disease  that  bafBed  all  efforts 
of  the  physician  to  either  conquer  or  alleviate.  This  woman 
died  in  1818,  having  suffered  five  years,  during  the  last  two 
of  which  she  was  bed-ridden.  From  the  symptoms  described 
by  her  daughter,  and  from  other  reasons  which  will  hereafter 
appear,  I  believe  she  labored  under  Sciatica.  A  few  years 
later,  my  patient  removed  to  this  country  with  the  remainder 
of  her  mother's  family,  and  at  the  age  of  26  married.  As 
lime  rolled  on,  she  also  became  the  mother  of  five  healthy 
children,  and,  like  her  parent,  unfortunately  aborted  three 
times.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  was  her  health  impaired. 
Her  system  had  received  such  a  terrible  shock  as  to  incapa- 
citate her  for  the  duties  of  life,  and  cause  her  to  pray  not 
unfrequently  for  death.  During  the  summer  of  1848,  her 
last  pregnancy  and  abortion  look  place,  after  which  she  lay  at 
the  door  of  death  nigh  three  weeks,  and  was  usheied  into 
this  world  again,  as  it  were,  but  to  suffer  still  greater  tor- 
ments. Since  that »time  she  has  been  tormented  for  fifteen 
months,  first  by  Tic  Doloureux  and  more  recently  by  Sciatica. 
In  this  latter  condition  did  she  apply  to  me  for  aid  and  relief. 
I  must  confess  that  I  was  not  a  liltie  surprised  on  comparing 
this,  her  story,  with  what  appeared  to  me  a  picture  of  health, 
but  such  was  nevertheless  the  case.  And  I  am  now  tho- 
roughly convinced  that  man  may  suffer  cruel  agony  for 
months,  nay  years,  without  any  inroad  into  the  system  that  is 
appreciable.. 

Several  physicians  of  this  city  attended  Mrs.  S.  witho%it 
affording  her  relief,  or  even  mitigating  her  sufferings  in  the 
slightest  degree.  1  commenced  the  treatment  with  the  inha- 
lation of  Chloroform  ;  but  she  had  not  applied  the  inhaler  for 
more  than  one  minute  when  she  tell  back,  apparently  dying, 
with  the  eyes  turned  upward,  the  pupHs  dilated,  falling  of  the 
jaw,  heaving  and  violent  throbbing  of  the  chest ;  but  no  in- 
spiration or  expiration  resulted  from  the  movement ;  her  pulse 
was  also  imperceptible,  and  I  soon  found  that  spasm  of  the 
glottis  had  taken  place.    Instantly  I  threw  cold  water  on  her 
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face,  bead  and  neck,  and  taking  a  bottle  of  Tinct  Camphor 
wbich  lay  upon  the  table,  I  poured  a  portion  of  the  contents 
into  her  mouth,  and  held  it  to  her  nose.  She  soon  cooiineQced 
to  revive,  and  in  a  ti/Ptt  time  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
her  entirely  relievedP  A.  few  days  after  this  I  administered 
20  drops  of  Chloroform  in  ^j.  of  Orgeat  Syrup  (wbich  holds 
this  preparation  in  admirable  suspension)  and  found  it  produc- 
tive of  good.  This  dose  was  continued  for  11  days,  when  I 
increased  it  to  25  drops.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks,  finding 
her  steadily  improving.  I  thought  it  expedient  to  augment 
the  dose  still  more,  and  boldly  ordered  80  drops  every  two 
days.  Seven  weeks  had  elapsed  since  Mrs.  S.  had  com- 
menced the  use  of  Chloroform,  and  so  much  relief  was 
experienced  that  the  medicine  was  discontinued.  During 
the  last  two  weeks  of  the  above  seven,  she  had  but  two  at- 
tacks, lasting  from  1  to  2  hours  each.  On  the  10th  of  Dec., 
she  called  upon  me  and  said  her  sufferings  for  twelve  hours 
duiing  the  previous  day  had  been  great,  and  that  she  was 
then  in  pain.  Recourse  was  had  at  .once  to  Chloroform,  and 
doses  of  50  drops  daily  were  continued  a  few  davs  (five,  I 
think),  since  which  period  she  has  been  quite  well,  save  a 
twinge  or  two  during  the  damp  weather  of  December  and 
January. 
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ARTICLE  I. 


ANKUAL  CIRCULARS  OF  MEDICAL  COLLEGES, 

The  annu"^!  announcements  for  the  next  Course  of  Lectures 
of  various  medical  schools  are  on  our  table. 

In  looking  over  these  documents,  one  is  forcibly  struck 
with  the  uniform  account  of  the  great  prosperity  of  each,  and 
the  superior  advantages  offered  to  students  for  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  medical  science  and  the  healing  art.  Nor  do 
they  generally  fail  to  claim  that  the  course  of  instruction 
given  is  thorough  and  complete.  With  this  accumulated  testi« 
mony  from  those  who  ought  to  know,  what  becomes  of  the 
complaints  that  have  been  ringing  in  our  ears,  from  different 
parts  of  the  country,  in  reference  to  the  imperfections  of 
medical  schools  ?  Certainly,  if  the  pretensions  of  the  col* 
leges  are  just,  the  complaints  are  slanders. 

But  while  the  different  schools  are  uniform  in  claiming  to 
offer  great  facilities  for  instruction,  and  ability  to  teach,  there 
are  certaiii  peculiarities  in  their  pretensions,  to  which  we 
would  direct  attention,  by  making  a  [few  extracts,  which  will 
give  our  readers  some  id^a  of  meJical  college  rhetoric. 

In  the  "  Report  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  for  the  year  1850,  by  the  Medical  Fac- 
ully,"  we  find  the  following  language: — 

"  The  vacancy  thus  created  [by  the  resignation  of  Prof, 
Chapman],  iias  with  a  wise  regard  to  the  interests  of  the 
school,  been  supplied  by  the  appointment  of  Prof.  Geo.  B. 
Wood,  the  former  eminent  occupant  of  the  chair  of  Materia^ 
Medica  and  Pharmacy*  From  the  widely-spread  reputation 
of  Dr.  Wood,  as  a  medical  writer  and  teacher ;  from  the  high 
sense,  justly  entertained,  of  his  scientific  attainments;  and 
from  bis  long  connexion,  as  Prescdbing  PbysiciAOy  with  the 
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Pennsylvania  Hospital,  the  Faculty  have  reason  to  be  much 
pleased  at.  his  appointment;  and  teel  well  assured  that  his 
chair  will  be  made  signally  eflectivc.  The  Doctor  is  now  on 
a  visit  to  Europe,  ibr  the  sole  purpose  of  procuring  such 
preparations,  drawings,  and  other  materials  as  may  contribute 
to  the  value  and  usefulness  of  his  lectures." 

The  announcement  by  the  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Iowa  University,  at  Keokuk,  a 
city  of  3  or  4,000  inhabitants,  gives  the  following . — 

*'  In  view  "of  this  arrangement  [*.  e.,  an  appnipriation  by 
the  City  Council  for  a  hospital],  the  Department  of  Clinical 
Medicine  has  been  added  to  the  Chair  of  Pathology,  filled 
since  the  organization  of  the  College,  by  Professor  Samuel 
G..  Armor,  whose  abilities  as  a  tejicher  are  so  extensively 
known.  To  those  who  have  listened  to  Prof.  Armor's  able 
and  interesting  lectures  on  Special  Pathology  and  Physical 
Diagnosis,  n^hing  need  be  said  of  the  wisdom  of  the  cast. 
He  will  locate  permanently  in  the  city  oi  Keokuk,  and,  aided 
by  our  eminent  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice,  will  make 
this  department  everything  which  the  friends  of  Medical  Sci- 
ence could  wish." 

The  Annual  Announcement  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio, 
begins  an  eulogy  of  nearly  four  pages  on  Professor  Bell,  as 
follows : — 

••  John  B4,»ll,  M.  D.,  of  Phila.,  Professor  eleot^  of  Theory 
and  Practice,  is  well  known,  by  reputation,  to  every  physi- 
cian  in  the  United  States;  indeed,  he  is  known  as  one  of  the 
most  copious  and  able  writers  in  our  country,  and  justly 
ranks  with  the  first  medical  men  of  the  age.  The  following 
sketch  of  his  medical  career,  will  fully  sustain  his  claims  to 
the  high  position  which  he  occupies. 

•*Dr.  Bell  pursued  his  preliminary  medical  studies  in  Va., 
and  when  just  of  age,  received  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  hum  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  after  he  had 
attended  «be  ragvlar  lectures  required  for  the  oooaeioii.    Ht 
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went  abroad  immediately  afterwards,  and  was  absent  four 
years :  part  of  the  time  as  a  surgeon  in  vessels  in  the  China 
trade,  a  part  in  attending  the  hospitals  and  lectures  on  practi* 
cal  subjects  in  France  and  Italy,  and  for  a  short  period  m 
England,"  &c. 

The  Announcement  of  Jefferson  Medical  College  has  the 
following : — 

"  After  several  years  of  great  prosperity,  the  catalogge  of 
students  during  the  last  session  attained  the  number,  unpre- 
cedented in  the  history  of  this  or  of  any  other  institution  in 
the  country,  of  Jive  hundred  and  sixteen  ;  whilst  that  of  the 
graduates  was  two  hundred  and  eleven.  So  ready — as  the 
Faculty  have  in  formei  years  remarked — is  now  the  commu- 
calion  betwe«>n  the  most  distant  portions  of  this  wide-spread 
country,  and  so  generally  established  is  the  position,  that  the 
great  principles  of  medical  science  are  the  same  everywhere, 
that  the  student,  untrammelled  by  sectional  m-ejudices,  un- 
hesitatingly goes  in  search  of  information  wherever  it  is  ad- 
milted  that  it  can  be  best  obtained. 

In  evidence  of  the  prevalent  and  increasing  feeling  among 
the  profession,  that  it  is  desirable  for  the  student  to  visit 
Philadelphia  for  at  least  one  session,  it  may  be  sufficient  to 
glance  at  the  number  from  other  institutions  who  formed  part 
of  the  class  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  during  the  last 
session.  Of  the  five  hundred  and  sixteen,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two  were  in  this  category." 

The  Circular  of  the  University  of  St.  Louis,  says  : — 

'*  Indeed,  considering  the  superior  advantages  and  position 
of  St.  Louis,  as  compared  with  all  other  places  in  the  West, 
its  easy  access  from  every  direction  and  at  all  seasons,  its 
unexampled  increase  in  commerce  and  population,  its  exten- 
sive and  well-filled  hospitals,  and  abundance  of  Anatomical 
Material,  few  can  deny  that  it  is  destined  rapidly  to  become 
the  seat  of  a  great  Medical  School  Fully  alive  to  these  a3|- 
vantages,  the  Faculty  are  resolved  to  turn  them  to  good  ad- 
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count,  and  to  spare  no  effort)  wliich  will  advance  the  best 
interests  of  medical  education,  extend  the  usefulness  of  their 
Institution,  and  make  St.  Louis  the  medical,  as  she  already  is 
.thfi  commercial  metropolis  of  the  Great  West.  Linked  as 
me  school  is  with  the  rise  and  progress  of  a  great  and  flour- 
ishing city,  their  mutual  destiny  is  to  a  high  and  useful  future." 

The  Announcement  of  the  Co'lcgc  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons of  New  York  city  (old  school),  discourses  as  follows: — 

"It  is  time,  for  the  credit  of  our  common  country,  that  the 
necessity  of  visiting  foreign  schools  and  hospitals  to  complete 
a  medical  education  should  be  done  away  with,  and  that  our 
medical  instructions  should  take  their  proper  place,  not  as  in- 
troductions to,  or  preparatives  for,  European  educatioo,  but 
89,  of  themselves,  and  in  themselves,  complete  and  indepen- 
dent. Such  a  position,  the  Trustees  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
ucians  and  Surgeons  have  ever  desired  and  designed  lo 
secure  for  the  institution  committed  to  their  care,  and 
to  such  a  position  they  now  believe  it  entitled,  by  its 
situation  in  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the  country,  by  its 
connection  with  both  the  great  hospitals  of  New  York,  in  each 
of  which  its  Professors  have  abundant  opportunities  of  giving 
clinical  instruction,  and  by  the  zeal  and  industry  with  which 
the  Faculty  strive  to  improve  to  the  utinosl  their  great  advan- 
tages." E. 


ARTICLE  11. 

FBEB  HGDICAL  SCHOOLS. 

Tn  a  former  number  of  the  Journal,  wc  promised  to  br*" 
lomelhing  further  to  say  in  reference  to  the  question  of  t 
medical  teaching.     Since  that  promise,  we  I 
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ral  articles  from  the  pen  of  Prof.  Davis,  defending  his  posi- 
tion against  the  criticisms  of  some  of  our  contempora'iies,  and 
in  the  mean  time  we  have  been  taking  notes  of  the  argumeptS9 
and  observing  the  influences  exerted  by  the  discnsssion.  ,^ 

At  one  time  the  idea  of  cheapening  medical  education  vrm 
8Coute<i  as  a  thing  not  to  be  tolerated.  And  so  long  as  collego 
fees  were  only  reduced  by  competition  between  rival  medical 
schools  underbidding  each  other,  it  is  true,  they  deserved  no 
credit  for  the  good  that  was  accomplished,  and  their  motives 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  profession,  instead  of  the  pro- 
priety and  influence  of  the  reduction.  But  since  the  proposi- 
tion to  bring  medical  instruction  within  the  reach  of  all  those 
who  enter  the  profession  has  been  discussed  as  an  abstract 
principle,  and  a  number  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  profession 
have  advocated  its  propriety,  the  odium  that  once  attached  to 
the  idea  has  vanished,  and  the  horror  excited  in  the  minds  of 
some  professors  by  the  proposition  to  "  cheapen  medical  edu- 
cation," has  been  followed  by  a  very  encouraging  diminution 
in  the  price  of  their  own  tickets.  Instance — the  Medical 
College  of  Ohio  in  which  the  senior  editor  of  the  Western 
Lancet  is  a  Professor,  of  whose  fears  for  the  respectability 
of  the  profession,  if  medical  education  should  be  cheapenedf 
our  readers  have  already  heard,  has  actually  reduced  the 
price  of  the  tickets  of  its  professors  fiom  fifteen  to  twelve 
dollars  each !  !  As  showing  still  more  plainly  the  tendency 
in  the  same  quarter,  we  observe  the  Lancet  says,  in  noticing 
the  Circular  of  the  Medical  College  of  Evansville,  that  ten 
dollars  a  ticket  is  respectable!!  Another — the  Indiana 
Central  Medical  College  has  added  another  chair,  without  in- 
creasing the  aggregate  amount  of  its  tickets,  so  that  each  pro- 
fessor now  receives  less  than  nine  dollars  a  ticket,  against  ten 
dollars  last  year. 

Even  those  who  proposed,  last  Winter,  to  have  the  Faculty 
of  Rush  Medical  College  condemned  by  the  American  MecU^ 
cal  Association,  for  taking  the  lead  in  the  great  reform  W 
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cheapening  medical  educalion,  and  others  wlio  proposed 

the  Association  should  take  aciiun  upon  the  subject,  must  haW 

materially  changed  their  minds  in  reference  to  it,  for  noiwilh- 

iding  one  of  the  most  eloquent  and  powerful  addresses  l>e- 

ihe  late  meeting  of  that  honorable  body,  by  Prof.  Davis, 

ocatiiig  the  principle  of  cheap  medical  teaching,  no  action 

was  proposed  by  any  other  member  of  that  body  in  reference 

to  it. ,  And  instead  of  condemning  the   Faculty,  one  of  its 

members  was  elected  a  Vice-Pmsident  of  the  Association. 

Although  in  all  propositions  for  advancement  in  any  depart- 
ment of  the  policy  of  the  country,  there  will  be  found  "Old 
Hunkers,"  whose  fixed  and  stereotyped  notions,  orwhose  inte* 
rests,  pre  disturbed  by  them,  and  who  consequently  condeinn 
them,  there  is  to  be  found,  in  the  signs  of  the  times,  abundant 
evidence  that  this  one,  for  rendering  instruction  to  students  of 
medicine  more  accessible  is  soon  to  become  the  general  favnr* 
ite  of  the  medical  profession.  £. 


ARTICLE  lit. 

NEW  MEDICAL  PEBIO 


'Fhe  New  York  Medical  Gazette  andJoumal  of  Health. — Edi- 
ted by  D.  Meredith  Rbese,  M.  D.,  LL.  D. 

We  are  in   the   receipt,   regularly,   of   this  new   oieUicol 
weekly,  the  sixth  number  of  which  is  before  us. 

It  keeps  pace  with  medical  matters  as  they  transpire  in  and 
about  the  great  metropolis  and  \ia  vicinity,  and  pays  especial 
attention  to  quackery  in  its  various  forms.     But  dcsigo^ 
%  Is,  fur  a  general,  as  well  as  a  professional  ciicn 
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should  think  it  would  be  hard  to  stear  clear  oE  difEcullies, 
even  with  the  learned  Dr.  Reese  at  the  helm  ;  fur  the  general 
reader  would  very  likely  think  what  the  profession  would  regard 
a  palpable  hit  at  the  quack,  as  decidedly  in  his  favor.  AiM|k 
the  idea  of  bringing  up  the  popular  intelligence  to  a  standard 
in  medical  matters  that  shall  enable  people  generally  to  see 
the  true  doctrine  ia  medicine  without  giving  each  man,  wo- 
man and  child  a  thorough  medical  education  is  Utopian  In  the 

# 
extreme. 

We  hope  the  Gazette  may  find  no  reason  to  regret  its 
mixed  nature,  in  consequence  of  diflSculties  of  this  kind,  and 
that  it  will  hav(>  a  long  and  prosperous  career.  A  weekly 
medical  journal  in  the  city  of  New  York,  was  a  desideratum 
which  we  are  glad  to  see  supplied. 

Southern  Medical  Reports. — ^Just  as  (his  number  is  going  to 
press,  we  have  received  {he  first  number  of  this  work,'  and 
nlsv)  the  '^•ditor's  explanation  of  the  reason  why  it  was  not  for- 
warded sooner,  for  both  of  which  our  thanks  are  due. 

The  work  is  printed  in  the  best  style,  containing  472  octa- 
vo pagos,  and  from  the  ability  of  the  Editor  and  the  import- 
ance of  the  subjects  discussed,  we  have  no  doubt  it  is  an 
^exceedingly  interesting  and  valuable  publication.  Our  time 
has  not,  however,  permitted  a  perusal  of  it,  and  we  must  de- 
fer a  more  fxiended  notice  to  a  future  number. 

The  New  Hampshire  Journal  of  Medicine, — Edited  by  Ed- 
ward II.  Parker,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Aug.  1st,  1860.  Concord* 
N.  II. 

The  first  number  of  a  new  journal  with  the  above  title  ia 
on  ourJdble.  It  is  proposed  to  be  issued  monthly,  32  pages 
in  eaoHJjjfaiber,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  annum. 

It  is  very  neatly  printed,  and  filled  with  interesting  matter. 
In  the  salutPtory  address  of  the  editor  he  says  : — 

*'  As  to  our  matter,  we  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understooc- , 
that  we  do  not  propose  to  spare  ourself  to  such  an  extent  ae 
to  depend  upon  extracts  from  other  journals.     Our  hope  is  to 
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be  furnished  by  the  profession  with  reports  of  cases  and  other 
articles  suflScient  to  fill  our  pages.  But  if  we  must  seek  for 
aid  from  other  sources,  it  will  be,  as  in  our  present  article  on- 
dblorosis  and  its  treatnaent,  by  drawing  from  books  not  before 
made  accessible  to  the  profession.  In  this  way  we  shall  not 
furnish  to  any  one  a  mere  reprint  of  what  he  has  already 
seen  ;  for,  though  we  do  not  expect  to  rival  periodicals  like 
the  London  Lancet^  we  will  not  be  their  copyist.** 

We  wish  the  enterprise  abundj^nt  success. 

A  prospectus  has  been  issued  for  the  pubHcation  of  a  medi- 
cal journal  at  Keokuk,  Iowa.  It  is  be  called  the  WetUm 
Medico-Chirurgical  Journal^  and  will  be  issued  in  monthly 
numbers  of  24  pages  each,  at  $2  per  annum,  under  the  edito- 
rial  charge  of  Professors  Sanford  and  Armor. 

We  have  seen  notices  in  our  exchanges  saj'ing  that  a*  new 
medical  journal  would  be  issued  in  Baltimore  soon. 

The  Transylvania  Medical  Journal  is  hereafter  to  be  pub* 
lished  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Dr.  Geo.  Mendenhall  has  become  one  of  the  Editors  of  the 
Western  Lancet,    He  enjoys  a  good  reputation.  E. 


Summary  of  the  Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physicums  Of 
Philadelphia, 

.  We  are  in  the  regular  receipt  of  this  valuable  puHlication, 
in  exchange,  and  esteem  it  as  among  the  best  on  otilcJfatt. 

It  gives  a  report,  in  full,  of  the  papers  read  and  CMM  orally 
reported  to  the  Society,  with  the  commentsof  members  made 
upon  them,  so  that  reading  the  summary  approximates  in  in- 
terest and  instruction  an  attendance  upon  the  sittings  of  one 
of  the  most  learned  and  highly  distinguished  bodies  of  phv' 

siciant  in  our  country.  E. 
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ARTICLE  IV.  ^ 

ILLINOIS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL  OF  THE  LAKES. 

This  institution,  which  was  chartered  by  the  recent  extra- 
session  of  the  Illinois  Legislature  will  go  into  full  operation 
on  the  first  of  October  next.  It  would  have  been  opened 
much  ear4ier,  but  fi>r  the  difficulty  of  securing  an  appropriate 
building.  This  important  object  has  now  been  accomplished, 
and  the  spacious  edifice  known  as  Tippecanoe  Hall,  situated 
in  a  central  part  of  the  city  has  been  secured  for  its  use.  The 
most  liberal  arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  accommodar 
tion  of  patients,  iso  that  persons  coming  from  a  distance  to 
submit  to  treatment  may  .be  assured  of  finding  accommoda- 
tions and  care  on  moderate  terms. 

By  the  law  incorporating  the  Hospital,  the  County  Boards 
of  the  diflfercnt  Counties  in  the  State' are  authorized  to  send 
cases  to  the  Hospital,  provided  the  charge  shall  be  at  the 
lowest  possible  price  consistent  with  the  care  they  receive. 

The  best  medical  attention  will  be  secured  to  patients  in 
the  Hospital,  free  of  charge. 

The  provisions  of  the  charter  are  of  the  most  liberal  chai 
acter,  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  are  determined  to  carry  out 
to  the  fullest  extent  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  Legislature. 

We  understand  a  circular  will  shortly  be  issued  ^by  the 
Trustees,  giving  a  full  detail  of  its  Organization,  together  with 
the  terms  of  admission,  &c. 

Thu;Aas  been  commenced  an  institution  which,  we  trtfst, 
with  lltawtiiles  of  an  over-ruling  Providence,  is  destined  to  a 
long  OO^Kh'  of  usefulness  in  relieving  sickness,  pain  and  sor- 
ioW|  and  which  will  be  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  those 
who  contribute  to  its  endowment  and  support,  more  honorable 
than  the  laurels  of  the  conquerer.  E. 


«  * 
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ARTICLE  V. 

CHOLERA  IN  CHICAGO. 

We  clip  from  the  Daily  Journal  the  following  statement  of 
the  total  mortality,  presuming  that  it  is  as  nearly  as  possible 
correct : — 

**  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  July,  240 ;  total  in  Augostf 
466. 

Death<^  from  Cholera  from  tlie  23d  oi  June,  the  time  when 
the  epidemic  made  its  appearance,  to  the  first  of  August,  168  J 
from  the  1st  of  Aug.  to  1st  of  Sept.,  283,  making  a  total  of 
deaths  by  Cholera  during  the  season,  of  441. 

Thus  the  whole  mortality  of  the  city,  from  the  23d  of  June 
to  the  1st.  of  September,  a  period  of  69  days,  is  not  far  from 
624,  making  an  average  of  about  nine  per  day,  which,  taking 
the  population  at  27,000,  givesone  de^h  daily  to  every  3,000." 

We  hope  hereafter  tp  present  a  fuller  report  of  the  subject. 
The  disease  has  now  (Sept.  1st)  almost  totally  disappeared. 

M. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

MISCELLANEOUS  MEDICAL  INTBLLIOBXCE. 

Medical  Appointments. — S.  Hanbury  Smith,  late  Professor  of  Prsctiei^ 
in  Surling  medical  college,  and  Editor  of  tlie  OIuo  Med,  €mdf$^g,  Jmt» 
mal^  has  been  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Ohio  Lnnafie  J^tflum,  ia 
place  of  the  distinguished  Dr.  Awl,  resigned.  •mB' 

Prof.  S.  M.  Smith  has  been  transferred  from  the  chair  of  HSmft  Med* 
to  that  of  Practice,  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Prof.  S.  Hanbvfy  SnMii 
ia  the  Starling  medical  college,  and  Prof.  Charles  A.  Leo,  of  New  York, 
has  succeeded  to  the  chair  thus  vacated. 

Dr.  John  Bell,  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  authors  of 
ov  country,  hat  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Practice  ia  Aa  aadiaai 
oaOefe  of  Obio^  redgned  by  Dr.  Drake. 
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All  the  chairs  in  the  medical  college  of  Ohio  were  vacated  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  after  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Drake,  and  Drs.  Mussey,  Locke, 
Lawson  and  Shotwell  were  re -appointed,  and  Dr.  Landon  C.  Rive«  wa« 
appointed  to  the  chair  of  Obstetrics,  &c.,  and  Dr.  T.  O.  Edwards  to  that 
of  iVfateria  JVf cdica. 

Dr.  Meeker  has  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Anatomy,  and  Dr.  Deal- 
ing to  that  of  Special  Pathology  and  Institutes  of  medicine,  in  Ind.  Cen- 
tral medical  college,  at  Indianapolis. 

Prof.  Geo.  B.  Wood  h^s  been  transferred  from  the  chair  of  materia 
medica  to  that  of  Practice,  resigned  by  Prof.  Chapman,  in  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Dr.  Joseph  Carson  is  appointed  to  the  chair  thus  va- 
cated.    These  are  excellent  appointments. 

The  distinguished  Dr.  Mott  resigned  the  chair  of  Surgery  in  the  Uni- 
Cversity  of  New  York,  on  account  of  the  election  of  Dr.  Dctmould  to  tlie 
hair  of  Practice,  lately  resigned  by  Dr.  Dickson,  whereupon  Dr.  Del- 
mould  also  resigned.  Profs.  Gross  and  Bartlett,  of  the  University  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  have  been  appointed  to  these  chairs,  of  course  leaving 
two  vacancies  in  the  latter  school.  Dr.  Dickson  has  been  re-appointed  to' 
a  chair  in  the  medical  coUeflp  of  South  Carolina,  at  Charleston. 

The  department  of  Physiology  has  been  transferred  to  the  Chair  of 
Anatomy  in  Rush  medical  college,  and  that  of  Clinical  medicine  institatei 
so  that  the  chair  occupied  by  Prof.  Davis  is  Pathology  and  clinical  mediciai 

Dr.  £.  N.  Ilorsford,  has  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Chemistry  in 
Harvard  University,  lately  occupied  by  Prof.  Webster. 

Dr.  James  Bryan  has  been  appointed  %o  the  chair  of  Institutes  of  medi- 
cine and  medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  Philadelphia  college  of  medicine. 

Kincsipathy. — A  new  pathy  has  been  invented  by  a  Swede  named  Ling, 
under  the  not  very  euphonious  name  of  Kinesipathy.  It  proposes  to  cure 
diseases  by  some  kind  of  gymnastic  exercises.  It  promises  to  rival  Ho- 
meopathy, Hydropathy,  Isopathy,  &c. 

The  latest  mode  of  raising  the  wind  by  a  physician  is  said  to  be,  by 
sending  a  crier  through  the  streets  with  a  drum  to  call  attention,  offering  a 

large  reward  for  a  lost  dog;  on  his  return  to  Dr. ,  at  his  lodgings.     The 

gossips  will  take  the  idea  that  the  Doctor  is  rich  and  a  great  physician, 
and  so  his  name  and  place  will  be  advertised. 

Dr.  Bond,  of  Philadelphia,  has  invented  an  improvement  of  the  Obstet- 
rical Forceps,  by  which  the  branches  are  more  readily  locked,  and  while 
the  clams  may  not  be  precisely  opposite  to  and  facing  each  other.     It  is  a 

good  idea. 

M.  l>elioux  lately  read  a  paper  before  the  French  Academy  of  MetiU 

cine  on  the  use  of  Chloroform  as  an  anti-periodic  in  obstinate  intermittent 

Fevers.    He  gives  30  or  40  drops  in  throe  doses,  near  together,  so  that  thn 

last  shall  be  taken  about  three  hours  before  the  paroxysm  is  expected. 


• 
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It  is  suggested  by  the  N,  Y.  Medical  Gazette  that  when  doctors  fight 
dnels,  the  weapons  used  should  be  pills.  We  fear  the  suggestion  will 
alarm  its  non-professional  readers. 

A  new  substitute  for  Quinine,  called  Quinoa,  which  is  a  plant  cultivated 
in  Peru,  is  proposed  by  Dr.  Buckler,  of  Baltimore. 

Sixty-nine  gentlemen  were  graduated  on  the  19th  of  July  last,  by  the 
Philadelphia  college  of  medicine. 

It  is  reported  that  Leibig,  the  distinguished  chemist  is  about  to  Yisit  th* 
United  States. 

Kousso,  a  new  remedy  for  tape-worm,  is  said  by  the  London  Laneei  to 
be  very  efficient,  so  far  as  tried. 

A  tart  controversy  is  going  on  between  the  Western  Journal  of  Mediemt 
tmd  Surgery,  and  the  Transylvania  Medical  Journal,  in  reference  to  the 
new  medical  school  at  Louisville.  The  former  tries  to  show  that  this 
•chool  has  no  legal  existence ;  the  latter  that  it  has. 

A  fatal  case  of  poisoning  recently  occurred  in  Boston,  in  consequence  of 
an  apothecary  filling  a  prescription  for  10  grains  Calomel  with  Oirrosivt 
Sublimate.  The  apothecary  has  been  arrested,  and  awaits  a  trial  fer 
manslaughter  under  bail  of  $5,000. 

Paine's  discovery  that  gas  can  be  made  cheap  from  water,  is  generally 
^  regarded  as  a  hoax :  as  well  as  his  new  theory  that  water  is  a  simple,  and 
that  oxygen  and  hydrogen  gases  are  water  combined  with  positive  and 
negative  electricity. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

OBITUARY. 

Died  ot  Peritonitis,  in  Sacramento  City,  Cal.,  on  the  14tb  of  July  lattw 
JosiAii  B.  Herrick:  m.  d.,  lute  Demonstrator  of  Aimtomy  in  Rush  Medical 
College,  in  the  29th  year  of  his  age. 

Dr.  Herrick  was  a  young  man  of  much  promise.  Endowed  with  a  qoidL 
and  philossphical  mind,  a  strong  constitution,  and  with  great  energy  and 
seal  in  the  prosecution  of  his  designs,  he  hud  already  a  high  reputation  in 
the  profession.  His  afiubility  and  kindness  had  secured  to  him  a  larffr 
circle  of  friends,  who  will  mourn  for  his  untimely  fttto. 

— On  the  14th  of  August,  in  Chicago,  G.  W.  Wkwtworth,   m.  ». 

— Died  recently,  at  Cincinnati,  O.,  John  T.  Shut  well,  m.  d.,  Profea* 
•or  of  Anatomy  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio. 


% 


THE  NORTH-WESTERN 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOUENAL. 


Vol.  III.]  .NOVEMBER,  1860.  [No.  4, 

Jpart  1.— ©rigittal    (Hommnnitatxons . 

CHAPTER  HI.— Continued. 

History  of  the  Medical  Profession  from  the  Jirst  settlement  of  the 
British  Colonies  in  An^erica^  to  the  year  1 850. — By  N.  8. 
Davis,  M.  D.,  Prof.  dJF  Physiology  and  Pathology  in  Rush 
Medical  College. 

[Copy  Right  Secured*] 

ined  before  admission,  by  practitioners,  themselves,  without 
the  intervention  of  any  other  class.  In  the  following  year 
1807,  an  act  was  passed,  making  some  further  provisions  for 
the  internal  organization  of  the  State  Society,  and  also  pre- 
scribing a  penalty  of  five  dollars  per  month  for  practising 
without  being  authorized  according  to  the  act  of  the  previoiks 
year.  This  penalty,  however,  was  not  to  apply  to  persons 
using  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick  any  roots  or  herbs  the  growth 
of  the  United  Slates.  In  May,  1812,  the  Legislature  in- 
creased the  foregoing  penalty  to  twenty-five  dollars  for 
each  offence,  and  required  that  all  licenses  in  future  should 
be  deposited  in  the  county  clerk's  office.  In  1*^13,  these  seve- 
ral acts  were  revised  and  consolidated  into  one  statdte,  and 
continued  without  alteration  until  1818,  when  the  Legislature 
passed  an  act  increasing  the  term  of  study  to  four  years. — 
But  one  year  might  be  deducted,  if  the  student  had  pursued 
classical  studies  that  length  of  time  after  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  ;  or  had  attended  a^complete  course  of  1  ecturas  deliv- 
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ercd  by  each  ol  the  professors,  on  all  the  branches  of  medi- 
cal science,  in  the  medical  colleges  of  this  State  or  else- 
where. 

In  the  following  year  another  act  was  passed  prohiWting 
the  medical  colleges  from  granting  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  to  any  students  who  had  not  fully  complied  with 
the  requisitions  of  the  act  of  1818.  The  next  law  of  impor- 
tance enacted  in  this  State  was  that  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1827.  This  leaves  the  term  of  study  and  the  condi- 
tions for  obtaining  a  license  to  practice  essentially  the  same 
as  before,  but  the  twelfth  section  provided  that  "  no  pcrsoa 
shall  receive  from  the  regents  of  the  University  a  diploma  con- 
erring  the  Degree  of  Doctor  ot  Medicine  unless  he  shall  have 
pursued  the  study  of  medical  science  for  at  least  three  years, 
after  the  age  of  sixteen,  with  some  physician  or  surgeon  dul) 
authorized  by  law  to  practice  his  profession,  and  shall  also 
have  attended  two  complete  courses  of  all  the  lectures  deliv- 
ered in  an  incorporated  medical  college,  and  have  attended 
the  last  of  such  courses  in  the  college,  by  which  he  shall  be 
recommended  for  his  degree."  And  section  20th  declares, 
that  no  person  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  can  be  en- 
titled to  })racticc  physic  and  surgery  in  this  State.  Another 
provision  of  this  law  required  all  regularly  licensed  physicians 
to  file  a  copy  of  their  license  or  diploma  in  the  county  clerk's 
office,  and  become  members  of  the  County  Society  in  the 
county  of  their  residence,  before  ihry  wore  cnlitled  to  collect 
pay  for  their  services. 

Such  are  the  essential  features  of  ilic  legislative  enactments, 
adopted  from  time  to  t'mo  for  llh^  internal  organization  and 
regulation  of  the  medical  profes-ioii  in  the  Stnte  of  New 
York;  and  though  exceedingly  dcft^ctive  in  many  respects, 
they  exerted  a  decided  and  bencfi(ri:d  Inlluence  over  the  great 
mass  of  the  profession.  The  freciucnt  contact  with  each 
other,  and  the  mutual  interchange  of  sentiments,  which  took 
place  in  the  County  SocictieSt  soon  led  the  practitioners  to  t 
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more  thorough  knowledge  of  each  other,  and,  con-equently, 
to  the  adoption  of  by-laws  and  rules  of  ethics  for  their  mu- 
tual government.     This  again  led  to  a  far  more  dignified  and 
honorable  intercourse   with   each  otlier  in  private  practice. 
The  meetings  of  these  Societies  were  occupied  in  the  reading 
of  essays,  the  relation  of  case?,  and  the  discussion  oT  topics 
connected  with  medical  practice,  and  generally  with  the  dis- 
eases of  their  own  counties  ;  and  not  few  of  the  papers  read 
at  their  meetings  would  do  credit  to  any  learned  body.     The 
Presidents  of  the  Societies  were  also  generally  required  to 
deliver  an  address  at  ca'jh  anniversary  meeting.     Some  of 
these  were  published  either  in  pamphlet  form  or  in  the  medi- 
cal journals — some  found  their  way  into  the  transactions  of 
the  State  Society,  and  all  were  not  only  interesting,  but  well  ^ 
calculated  to  exeite  a  spirit  of  investigation,  and  divert  the 
attention  of  practitioners  from  the  petty  jealousies  of  private  m. 
competition  to  the  study  of  medicine  as  a  science. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  period,  the  number  of  medical 
colleges  in  the  Union  were  but  few,  and  the  degrees  conferred 
by  them  much  less  sought  after  than  at  present ;  and  hence 
many  of  the  candidates  for  admission  into  the  ranks  of  the 
ptofession  were  examined  and  licensed  by  the  County  Socie- 
tieS|  and  the  fees  derived  from  the  granting  of  such  licenses 
were  in  most  cases  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books  to  con- 
stitute a  countv library.  By  this  means,  the  latest  and  best 
medicnl  works  were  constantly  being  brought  within  the  reach 
of  every  practitioner;  and  hence  these  libraries  became pow- 
f^rful  auxiliaries  in  the  general  diffusion  of  medical  know- 
ledge. The  same  ends  were  stil  farther  promoted  by  the 
action  of  the  State  Society,  which  was  organized  February 
:3d,  1S07.  Thus  we  find  the  Socie!ty  at  its  first  meeting  di- 
recting each  member  **to  present  p  geological  and  topographi- 
cal description  of  the  county  in  which  he  might  practice,  and 

*For  a  brief  histcry  of  this  Society,  iaclading  the  names  of  its  officers  from  vear  to 
year,  see  the  "  U.  8.  IC^dical  ai^  ttargical  Journal,  vol.  ii. ;   and  alio  the  poblish*.'! 
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also  a  history  of  such  diseases  as  might  prevail  icr  his  particu- 
lar place  of  residence,  etc."  Accordingly,  in  the  following 
year,  we  find  reports  in  conopliance  with  this  direction,  from 
no  less  than  seven  members,  viz:  —  Dr.  Alex.  Sheldon,  of 
Montgomery  ;  Dr.  David  R.  Arnell,  of  Orange ;  Dr.  Wm. 
Wheeler,  of  Dutchess;  Dr.  John  Stearns,  of  Saratoga;  Dr. 
Hugh  Henderson,  of  Jefferson  ;  Dr.  Horatio  Powell,  of  Clia- 
ton,  and  Dr.  Lyman  Cook,  of  Westch'^ster.  At  this  second 
annual  meeting  (Feb.,  1808),  the  Society  presented  to  the 
profession  still  stronger  inducements  to  engage  in  medical  in- 
vestigations, by  offering  three  premiums,  viz.:— a  medal  cf 
the  value  of  fifty  dollars  for  the  "  beit  dissertation  on  the  to- 
pography, geology,  and  mineralogy  of  any  county  in  the  State, 
together  with  the  prevalent  diseases  in  said  county."  Another 
of  the  value  of  tv^enty-five  dollars  for, the  second  best  disser* 
;.tation  on  the  same  subject ;  and  a  third  premium,  consisting 

^%(  a  medal  of  the  value  of  twenty-five  dollars,  for  "  the  best 
dissertation  on  the  causes,  and  best  method  of  preventing- and 

*    curing,  the  typhus  mitior,  or  low  bilious  fever,  which  pre- 
vailed in  different  counties  of  the  State." 

These  offers  cabled  out  several  well  written  essays,  and 
the  first  premium  on  the  topography,  etc.,  w^as  awarded'  to 
Dr.  John  Stearns,  of  Saratoga  county.  The  efforts  to  improve 
medical  science,  and  elevate  the  character  of  the  professioo,- 
thus  early  and  actively  commenced,  have  been  continued  wilb 
unremitting  zeal  by  this  Society  until  the  present  time.  But 
(hough  the  influence  of  the  State  and  County  Societies  has 
been  highly  beneficial  to  the  profession,  yet  that  influence  has 
been  in  some  measure  counteracted  by  defects  in  the  lawSr 
and  other  circumstances,  over  which  they  had  no  control 
Thus,  while  the  law  of  1812  increased  the  penalty  for  prac- 
ticing without  a  license  or  diploma  to  tweniy-five  dollars  for 
each  offense,  it  was  rendered  almost  entirely  void  in  practicer 
by  the  proviso,  *'that  it  should  not  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
■^nt  any  person  from  prescribing  tat  the  benefit  of  ibpeic^ 
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any  roots,  barkB,  or  herbs,  the  growth  and  produce  of  the  U.  S." 
Altbough  the  design  of  this  provision  was,  undoubtedly, 
simply  to  shield  nurses  in  their  common  practice  of  using 
simple  domestic  teas  or  infusious,  in  cases  of  sickness  not 
<;onsidered  sufficiently  severe  to  require  a  physician,  yet  in 
practice  it  wps  made  to  covci  every  species  of  empiricism,  it 
being  onl^eoessary  to  plead  the  use  of  indigenous  remedies. 
Hence,  although  the  statutes  of  New  York  have  contained, 
apparently,  strict  prohibitory  or  protective  laws  in  regard  to 
medical  practice  for  more  than  thirty  years,  those  laws  have 
been  practically  inoperative  from  their  own  defects,  and  can- 
not, therefore,  be  considered  any  practical  test  of  the  practical 
bility  or  impracticability  of  suppressing  quackery  by  penal 
-enactments.  Another  important  defect  in  the  laws  regulating 
ting  the  education  of  the  profession  consisted  in  the  entire 
omission  of  any  standard  of  preliminary  education  as  a  reqni-  .■ 
site,  before  commencing  the  study  of  medicine.  This  defect 
not  only  existed  in  the  laws  regulating  the  profession,  but 
equally  so  in  the  rules  adopted  by  medical  societies  and  col- 
leges for  granting  the  diploma  ;  hence  we  have  been,  and  still 
are,  annually  witnessing  the  ridiculous  spectacle  of  young  men, 
possessing  the  high  and  dignified  title  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
•conferred  by  instutions  cdled  colleges  and  universities,  who 
are  destitute  of  even  a  competent  knowledge  of  English  gram- 
mar. These  facts  sufficiently  explain  why,  notwithstanding 
the  existence  of  a  good  internal  organization,  and  the  united 
^fE  rts  of  State  and  County  Societies  during  a  period  of  forty 
years,  every  species  of  quackery  still  abounds  in  this  State — 
they  show,  too,  that  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  law  pre- 
scribing a  penalty  of  twonty-five  dollars  for  practicing  with- 
out a  license  or  diploma,  and  also,  that  which  renders  the  un-^ 
licensed  incompetent  to  enforce  payment  for  their  services, 
which  took  place;  in  1844,  was  rather  the  repeal  of  an  obsolete 
form  than  the  removal  of  an  operative  law. 
•    The  medical  laws  of  New  Jersey  were  so  amended  in 
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1816  as  to  prohibit  all  unlicensed  persons,  who  were  not  al- 
ready engaged  in  practice,,  from  entering  on  those  duties  in 
that  State,  under  a  penally  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  each  of- 
fense. Such  persons  were  also  disqualified  from  collecting 
any  compensation  for  medical  services.  But,  instead  of  con- 
taining the  neutralizing  proviso  which  we  have  noticed  in  the 
laws  of  New  York,  it  declared  that,  *'  this  Act  ftall  be  so 
construed  as  to  prevent  all  irregular  bred  pretenders  to  tbe 
healing  art,  under  tbe  names  or  titles  of  practical  botanistSt 
root  or  Indian  doctors,  or  any  other  name  or  title,  involving 
quackery  of  any  species,  from  practicmg  their  deceptionSt 
and  imposing  on  the  ignorance  and  credulity  ot  their  fellow- 
citizeus.*'  Some  unimportant  alterations  in  the  medical  laws 
of  this  State  were  made  by  the  Legislature  in  the  years  1818» 
*23,  '25,  '30,  '38 ;  but  the  main  features  still  remain  in  full 
force.  And  though  the  penal  provisions  against  unlicensed 
practititioners  are  very  seldom  enforced  ;  yet  the  influence  of 
their  State,  and  District  or  County  Societies,  has  been  most 
salutary  in  promoting  fiiendly  intercourse,  stimulating  investi- 
gation, and  elevating  the  professional  character.  State  and 
district  medical  Societies  were  organized  at  an  early  period  in 
all  the  New  England  States.  We  have,  in  a  previous  chap- 
ter, mentioned  the  origin  of  those  in  Massachusetts,  Connecti*- 
cut,  and  New  Hampshire.  The  Maine  Medical  Society  was 
incorporated  in  1821,  and  that  of  Rhode  Island,  in  181S* 
The  regulations  adopted  in  all  these  States  were  very  similar. 
They  all  required  the  establishment  of  State  or  Distiict 
Boards  of  Censors,  for  examining  and  licensing  candidates  to 
practice  ;  also  some  degree  of  preliminary  education,  a  term 
of  medical  study  not  less  than  three  years,  and  the  attain- 
ment of  the  age  of  21  years.  In  Massachusets,  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  New  Hampshire,  the  Boards  of  Censors  were  un* 
connected  with  the  medical  colleges  of  those  States ;  and  tbe 
ws  required  all  persons  intending  to  commence  practioet 
Hherc^ucated  in  those  States  or  already  licensed  bj*dM|^ 
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institutions  of  other  States,  to  apply  to  sonie  one  of  the  Boards 
of  Censors  for  a  license  before  they  were  authorized  to  en- 
force payment  for  their  services.  In  Connecticut  and  Maine, 
but  one  Board  of  Censors  was  established  in  each  State, 
which  was  authorized  to  examine  all  candidates,  whether  for 
a  license  or  the  higher  degree  of  M.  D.  These  Boards  are 
composed,  in  the  one  State  of  the  Medica^l  Faculty  of  Yale 
College,  associated  with  an  equal  number  of  Censors  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  and  fellows  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society,  the  President  of  the  Society  always  being 
one  of  the  number :  and  in  the  other,  of  the  Medical  Faculty 
of  Bowdoin  College,  and  an  equal  number  of  Censors  chosen 
by  the  Maine  Medical  Society. 

In  January,  1822,  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Dele- 
ware  was  authorized,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  to  appoint 
a  Medical  Board  of  Examiners,  consisting  of  fifteen  members, 
whose  term  of  office  was  to  continue  five  years ;  and  who 
were  directed  to  examine  and  license  all  candidates  for  ad- 
mission into  the  profession  in  that  State.  The  requisites  for 
admission  to  an  examination  by  such  Board  were,  three  year's 
study  with  some  respectable  practioner,  the  attendance  on 
one  full  course  of  lectures  in  some  medical  college,  and  the 
attainment  of  twenty-one  years  of  age.  But  graduates  of 
respectable  medical  colleges  were  licensed  on  the  exhibition 
of  their  diplomas,  without  an  examination.  The  same  pen- 
alties were  enacted  against  unlicensed  practitioners  as  in  the 
State  of  Maryland.  The  Medical  Society  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  Congress  in  1819, 
with  power  to  appoint  a  Board  of  Examiners,  composed  of 
five  practitioners,  whose  duties  and  privileges  were  the  same 
as  those  appointed  by  the  Delaware  Medical  Society.  ^Aqd 
the  same  penalty  was  enacted  against  unlicensed  and  irregu- 
lar practitioners.  The  States  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  and  Louisiana  have  all  had  law.^  of  a  similar 
<2haracter,  for  the  regulation  of  jmedical  education  and  practice. 
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In  1817,  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  enacted  a  lair 
establishing  two  medical  boards  of  examiners,  one  in  Charles* 
*on  and  the  other  in  Columbia.  They  were  required  to  ex- 
amine all  applicants  for  permission  to  practice  in  that  State, 
except  such  as  had  received  a  diploma  from  some  medical  col- 
lege,  and  grant  licenses  to  those  they  deemed  qualified.  And 
every  one  practicing  without  such  license  was  liable  to  be  in- 
dicted and  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  iiVc  hundred  dollars, 
and  imprisoned  a  term  not  exceeding  two  months.  These 
regulations  continued  in  force  until  1S38,  when  all  restrictions 
and  penalties  were  abolished  by  an  act  of  the  Stale  Legisla- 
ture. The  act  by  which  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars  was 
imposed  on  all  who  should  practice  physic  in  Georgia  without 
a  license  from  the  board  of  physicians,  was  passed  by  the  State 
Legislature  in  1826,  and  continued  in  force  until  1835,  when 
it  was  repealed.  In  1839,  the  examining  board  of  physicians 
was  re-organized,  and  again  invested  with  power  to  examine 
applicants  and  grant  licenses  ;  but  with  the  following  proviso, 
which  nullifies  the  whole  act,  viz.:  ''  Provided  nothing  in  the 
said  revised  act  be  so  construed  as  to  operate  against  the 
Thompsonian  or  Botanic  practice,  or  any  other  practitioner  of 
medicine  in  this  State."  It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  the 
Thompsonians  have  had  for  several  years  a  regularly  incor- 
porated college  in  that  State,  with  all  the  usual  collegiate 
powers;  but  at  present  its  existence  appears  to  be  merely 
nominal. 

In  Alabama,  an  act  was  passed  in  December,  1823,  requip- 
ingthe  establishment  of  five  boards  of  medical  examiners  in 
tbe  State,  each  consisting  of  three  members,  elected  by  a  joint 
vote  of  both  houses  of  the  State  Legislature.  Their  powers 
and  duties  in  regard  to  examining  and  licensing  candidates 
were  the  same  as  those  existing  in  South  Carolina.  The  pen- 
alty for  practicing  without  such  license  or  a  diploma  froni' 
some  medical  college,  was  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
lars  for  each  ofiense.    But  tbe  examining  boards  weM  all 
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abolished  some  eight  or  ten  years  since,  which  operated  as  a 
repeal  of  all  law  on  the  subject. 

The  medical  laws  of  the  state  of  Mississippi  are  coeval  with 
the  existence  of  the  State  itself.  Thfey  provided  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  three  boards  of  examiners,  appointed  by  the  State 
Legislature.  These  boards  were  required  to  examine  all 
candidates  for  permission  to  practice  medicine  and  surgery  in 
theii  respective  districts,  whether  graduates  of  a  medical  col- 
lege or  not,  and  grant  licenses  to  such  as  ihey  found  qualified. 
By  an  act  passed  in  1827,  all  licenses  were  required  to  be 
filed  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county  where  the  holder  of 
said  license  should  commence  practice,  within  six  months 
from  the  time  of  said  commencement.  All  attempts  to  prac- 
tice without  procuring  a  license  from  one  of  the  examining 
boards,  and  having  it  duly  recorded  in  the  clerk's  office,  was 
punishable  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  and 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months.  It  was  further  made 
the  duty  of  the  county  clerk  to  present  a  complete  list  of  all 
licenses  recorded  in  his  office  to  the  grand  jury  of  each  county 
court ;  and  such  grand  jury  were  required  to  present  to  the 
court  all  such  persons  as,  from  their  own  knowledge,  or  from 
information  given  by  other*,  were  practicing  physic  or  surgery 
without  a  license.  In  1829,  another  act  was  passed  by  the 
Legislature,  authorizing  the  establishment  of  ll^'^Iedi^l  So- 
ciety of  the  State  of  Mississippi."  These  laws  were  very 
complete,  and  eSectually  accomplished  the  object  for  which 
they  were  designed.  But  when  the  State  Constitution  was 
revised  in  1834,  the  several  boards  of  examiners  weie  omitted, 
which  operated  as  a  repeal  of  all  restraints  on  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  that  State  ;  and  though  the  Slate  Medical  Society 
has  maintained  its  organization,  yet,  since  the  year  1834, 
there  have  been  no  legal  provisions  for  discouraging  quackery 
in  any  of  its  forms.  The  first  laws  relating  to  the  practice  of 
physic  and  surgery  in  Louisiana  were  passed  in  1808.  They 
were  revised  and  amended  in  1616—17-20. 
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In  the  latter  year,  two  medical  boards  were  established,  one 
for  each  supreme  judicial  district  in  the  State.     These  boards 
were  composed  of  six  members  each,  appointed  by  the  gover- 
nor, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  with  one 
apothecary  attached  to  the  board  in  the  first  district.     These 
boards  were  to  examine  all  applicants  for  license  to  practice 
in  their  respective  districts,  and  license  such  ad  were  found 
qualified ;  but  such  as  had  graduated  at  a  respectable  medical 
college  were  permitted  to  obtain  a  license  on  exhibiting  their 
diploma,  without  an  examination.     The  apothecary  attached 
to  the  board  in  the  first  district,  was  to  examine  and  license 
apothecaries,  who  were  under  the  same  regulations  as  practic- 
ing physicians.     The  penalties  prescribed  for  violating  the 
laws  of  this  State,  by  practicing  without  a  license,  were  a  fine 
of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  first  offense  ;  and  for  the  second, 
a  fine  not  exceeding  tivo  hundred  dollars,  and  imprisonment 
not  more  than  one  year.     The  attorney-general  was  required 
'  to  prosecute  for  all  violations  of  the  laws.     The  licenses  were 
required  to  be  filed  in  the  parish  or  county-clerk's  oflBce.  the 
same  as  in  Mississippi.     A  State  Medical  Society  was  incor- 
porated in  Tennessee,  in  1830,  wiih  a  board  of  censors  author- 
ized to  examine  and  licen.se   all  persons  who   may  present 
themselves  foi;  examination,  touching  their  skill  in  the  practice 
of  medipine  aA^urgery.     No  term  of  study,  or  othet*  prelimi- 
nary condition,  is  required  of  the  applicant,  except  that  be 
be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  of  good  moral  character; 
and  no  penalties  are  provided  against  practicing  without  a 
license. 

•The  Legislatures  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan,  have  all 
passed  laws  incorporating  State  and  County  or  District  Medi- 
cal Societies,  with  power  to  appoint  censors,  and  Ucense  can- 
didates to  practice  much  the  same  as  in  New  York.  These 
laws  also  laid  some  moderate  restrictions  on  unlicensed  and 
irregular  practitioners ;  but,  as  in  most  of  the  older  states,  all 

base  restrictions  have  been  repealed  within  the  last  ten  yaarSi 
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leaving  the  regularly  organized  societies  to  maintain  the  honor 
of  the  profession,  and  protect  the  interest  of  the  community  as 
best  they  could. 

From  the  hasty  glance  we  have  now  taken  of  medical  legis- 
lation throughout  the  Union,  it  will  be  observed  that  during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  legislatures  of 
all  the  older  states,  except  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  enacted  laws  for  thf*  avowed  purpose  of  protecting 
the  citizens  against  the  impositions  of  ignorance  and  empiric 
sm,  and  of  promoting  medical  science.  That  these  were  the 
eal  motives  for  enacting  laws  on  this  subject,  and  especially 
the  first  one  named,  that  of  protecting  the  citizens  against  im- 
position, is  abundantly  shown  by  the  preambles  and  titles  at- 
tached to  the  several  acts  themselves. 

The  idea  of  protecting  the  profession,  or  investing  it  with 
special  privileges,  seems  to  have  been  the  discovery  of  a  later 
period,  as  we  shall  see  in  the  gequal.  Again,  the  business  of 
examining  and  licensing  candidates  for  admission  into  the 
ranks  of  the  profession,  was  not  only  uniformly  committed  to 
medical  men,  but,  with  very  few  exceptions,  those  men  were 
also  selected  by  the  profession,  or  rather  by  regularly  organized 
medical  societies.  Another  important  fact  is,  that  during  this 
period,  medical  societies  were  regularly  organiised  in  almost 
every  state  in  the  Union  ;  hence  the  same  effects  that  we  have 
ascribed  to  the  medical  organization  of  New  York,  was  felt  to 
a  greater  or  less  extent  throughout  the  whole  Union.  The  in- 
tercourse between  medical  men  was  everywhere  more  digni- 
fied, medical  intelligence  was  more  rapidly  and  generally  dif- 
fused, the  importance  of  a  good  knowledge  of  anatomy,  physi- 
ology, and  chemistry,  became  better  appreciated,  and  in  the 
same  proportion,  medical  colleges  were  more  generally  pat- 
ronized, and  medical  literature  cultivated. 

Such  were  the  legitimate  and  highly  beneficial  influences 
exerted  by  medical  associations  throughout  the  country.  The 
number  of  graduates  from  medical  colleges  during  the  earlier 


S76  MBDIOAI*  HISTORY. 

part  of  this  period  was  comparatively  small,  and  in  some  of 
the  states  even  those  were  obliged  to  procure  licenses  before 
entering  into  practice — far  the  larger  share  of  tbose  who  en- 
tered the  regular  profession  being  examined  and  licensed  by 
the  boards  of  censors,  appointed  by  state  or  district  Medical 
Societies — a  considerable  fund  was  thus  derived,  which,  in 
most  instances,  was  appropriated,  as  in  New  York,  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  several  societies,  and  the  promotion  of  their  legiti- 
mate objects ; — holding  thus,  as  it  were,  the  keys  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  aided,  to  some  extent,  by  the  funds  derived  from  li- 
censes,  the  medical  organization  of  the  several  states  and  dis- 
tricts was  actively  and  vigorously  sustained. 

The  organization  of  Medical  Societies  throughout  the  Union 
also  brought  into  beneficial  action  another  powerful  stimulant 
to  human  enterprise— 'viz.,  ambition.  Every  society,  whether 
county,  district,  or  state,  must  have  its  official  Btationd,  its 
posts  of  honur;  and  hence,  every  right-minded  member  oT 
these  societies  would  be  so  influenced  in  his  conduct  as  to  gain 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  professional  brethren,  without 
which  he  could  not  hope  to  be  honored  by  them.  But  while 
the  internal  organization  of  the  profession  was  thus  rapidly 
improving  its  character  and  influence,  other  agencies  were 
brought  into  operation,  some  of  which  exerted  a  widely  diflfer- 
ent  efFect*,  both  on  the  profession  and  the  community. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  period  now  under  considera^ 
lion,  only  about  five  hundred  Students  were  in  attendance  on 
the  lectures  in  the  four  or  five  medical  colleges  then  existing 
in  the  Union,  and  the  whole  number  of  graduates  for  the  year 
1807  did  not  exceed  fifty.  No  sooner,  however,  did  tlie  study 
of  anatomy,  j)hysiology,  chemistry,  etc.,  become  better  appre- 
ciated through  the  influences  already  detailed,  than  the  stu- 
dents attending  the  colleges  began  rapidly  to  increase,  and  the 
number  of  colleges  increased  also.  The  small  degree  of  pros- 
perity which  attended  the  Me.lical  Deportment  of  Columbia 
Allege,  led  many  member^  of  the  profession  to  use  their  ioflii- 
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^nce  to  establish  another  college  in  that  city.  Accordingly 
the  regents  of  the  University  of  New  York  granted  a  charter 
for  a  new  college  in  1807,  cialled  the  "  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeonsof  New  York."  This  school  was  placed  under 
the  direction  of  a  board  of  trustees,  consisting  of  the  whole 
medical  society  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  and  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  was  conferred  by  the  regents  of  the  Universi- 
ty of  the  State,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  trustees  and  fac- 
ulty of  the  college.  The  first  course  of  lectures  was  given  in 
the  winter  of  1807—8,  to  a  class  of  fifty-three  students,  and 
was  continued  regularly  thereafter  until  the  presenl^ime. 

In  1810,  the  Medical  Department  of  Columbia  College  waa 
finally  discontinued,  leaving  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  the  only  one  in  the  State,  with  a  class  of  students 
numbering  eighty-lwo.  But  instead  of  that  rapid  prosperity 
which  the  friends  of  the  institution,  and  the  regents  of  the -Uni- 
versity now  anticipated,  the  very  numerous  board  of  trusteesi 
being  mostly  medical  practitioners  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  college,  soon  became  distracted  by  opposing  councilSf 
and  jealousies  between  them  and  th».  members  of  the  faculty, 
which  caused  much  difficulty,  and  greatly  retarded  both  the 
prosperity  of  the  college,  and  the  progress  of  medicine,  in  that 
city. 

The  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  in 
Baltimore,  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
in  1807,  and  was  soon  supplied  with  an  able  faculty,  and  has 
continued  to  enjoy  a  fair  share  pf  public  confidence  and  pros- 
perity until  the  present  time*. 

In  1810,  a  medical  department  was  attached  to  Yale  Col- 
lege, at  New  Haven,  but  the  first  course  of  lectures  was  not 
delivered  until  the  winter  of  1813—11,  since  which  time  they 
have  been  regularly  continued,  the  class  usually  numbering 
between  fifty  and  one  hundred,  and  the  number  of  graduates 
from  three  to  tweniy-nine  annually^ 

The  next  medical  institution  estaUisbed  in  the  country  wit 
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at  Fairfield,  Herrkimer  County,  New  York,  in  181S>  called  tbe 
*'  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  Western  Di§- 
trict."*'  It  was  chartered  by  the  regents  of  the  State,  with  the 
same  powers  and  duties  as  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur* 

geons  of  the  city  of  New  York.  The  degrees  were  conferreJ 
by  the  regents  on  the  recommendation  of  the  faculty  and  trus- 
tees of  the  college.  The  first  course  of  lectures  was  given  iu 
the  winter  of  1813—14,  to  a  class  ofUhirty-three  students. 
The  course  of  this  institution  was  marked  by  a  uniform  degree 
of  prosperity  until  1834,  when  the  class  numbered  two  hun- 
dred and  neventeen.  From  this  period  it  began  gradually  to 
decline,  owing  to  the  influence  of  neighboring  schools,  and  in 
1840  the  whole  faculty  resigned  their  places,  and  no  succes- 
sors were  appointed. 

Two  new  colleges  were  established  in  1818,  one  at  Castle- 
ton-,  Vermont,  called  the  "  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine," 
and  the  other  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  called  the  "  Medical 
School  of  Transylvania  University."  The  degrees  of  Castle- 
ton  Medical  College  were  conferred  by  Middlebury  College 
until  1828,  since  which  time  they  hsLve  been  conferred  by  tbe 
college  under  its  independent  charter.  The  number  of  stu- 
dents in  attendance  have  varied  from  twenty-four,  in  1818,  to 
one  hundred  and  thirty,  in  1836,  and  the  number  of  graduates 
averaged  about  twenty-five  annually.  Since  1835,  two  cour- 
ses of  lectures  have  been  given  annually;  one  in  the  spring 
and  another  in  the  fall.  The  Transylvania  Medical  School 
rapidly  ntlained  a  high  degree  of  prosperity,  the  number  of 
students  averaging  over  two  hundred  annually,  and  the  grad- 
uates varying  from  seven,  in  1820,  to  eighty-three,  in  1835. 

The  Medical  College  of  Ohio  was  incorporated  in  1819,  lo- 
cated at  Cincinnati,  and  has  continued  with  a  fair  share  of 
prosperity  until  the  present  time. 

In  the  following  year,  the  Medical  School  of  Maine  was  es- 
tablished at  Brunswick,  in  connection  with  Bowdoin  College* 
The  first  coarse  of  lectures  was  delivered  in  ISSl,  to  a  claM 
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of  twenty-one  students,  while  in  183G  the  number  had  in- 
creased to  one  hundred,  and  the  number  of  graduates  to 
twenty-seven.  The  medical  school  attached  to  Brown  Uni- 
versity, at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  was  established  in  1S21, 
but  was  discontinued  after  a  few  years.  In  the  year  follow- 
ing, the  Medical  School  of  the  University  of  Vermont  was 
commenced  at  Burlington,  but  was  also  discontinued  previous 
to  1840.  The  Berkshire  Medical  School  was  established  at 
Fittsfield,  Massachusetts,  in  1823,  and  has  continued  its  an- 
nual courses  ot  lectures  to  classes  varying  from  seventy-three 
to  one  hundred  and  seventeen,  until  the  present  time. 

The  next  medical  college  established  in  the  country  was  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  1824,  called  the  "Medical 
v^oUege  of  South  Carolina."  This  school  appears  to  have 
been  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State,  and 
enjoyed  a  fair  shareof  public  patronage  until  dissensions  arose 
between  the  faculty  and  the  governins:  body,  which  caused 
the  former  to  resign  their  places  in  1832.  Their  places  were 
immediately  filled,  and  the  annual  courses  of  instruction  con- 
tinued, but  to  a  greatly  reduced  class  for  several  years.  In 
the  meantime,  the  professors  who  had  resigned  obtained  from 
the  State  Legislature,  in  1833,  a  charter  for  another  school  in 
the  same  city,  called  the  "Medical  College  of  the  State  ot 
South  Carolina."  The  first  class  attending  the  new  college  in 
the  winter  of  1833—4,  numbered  one  hundred  and  three,  and 
the  school  seems  to  have  sustained  a  fair  degree  of  prosperity 
up  to  the  present  period.  During  the  year  1824,  another 
school  of  medicine  was  also  established  in  Philadelphia,  called 
the  *' Jefferson  Medical  College."  But  the  first  course  of  lec- 
tures was  given  in  the  winter  of  182-5-6,  to  a  class  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  students.  It  has  since  acquired  a  degree  of 
popularity,  second  only  to  that  of  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, so  long  established  in  the  same  city. 

In  1825,  two  other  colleges  were  established,  viz. — the  Medi- 
cal School  of  Columbian  College,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
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and  the  Mcdicnl  School  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  at  Char- 
loUsville.  The  organization  of  this  latter  school  is  somewhat 
peculfar.  Its  periods  of  instruction  continue  through  ten 
months  of  each  j^ear,  and  all  the  branches  are  taught  by  three 
professors,  in  much  the  same  mrinner  as  other  sciences  are 
taught  in  collegiate  institutions.  The  number  of  medical  stu- 
dents in  attendance,  in  1S3-5— G,  was  sixtv-threc.  The  Wash- 
ington  Medical  College  was  established  at  Baltimore,  Mary-* 
land,  in  1S27,  its  degrees  being  conferred  by  Washington  Col- 
lege, in  Penns)dvania  until  1S33,  when  it  obtained  a  regular 
charter  from  the  Legislature  of  Maryland.  In  IS34,  the  num- 
ber of  graduates  was  only  ten,  and  in  188S-9,  the  whole  num* 
ber  of  students  was  fifty-three. 

The  next  medical  institution  was  the  **  Medical  College  of 
Georgia,"  located  at  Augusta,  and  incorporated  in  1830.  The 
tirst  cour-e  of  lectures,  however,  was  not  given  until  the  win- 
ter of  1S32— 3,  when  twenty-seven  students  were  in  atten- 
dance. 

In  1834,  the  Willougliby  University,  at  Willoughby,  Ohio, 
was  incorporated,  and  sup[)lied  with  a  medical  facultyt  who 
gave  their  first  course  of  lectures  in  the  winter  of  1835— G  to 
a  class  of  twenty-three  students.  It  enjoyed  a  moderate 
degree  of  prosperity  until  the  year  1847,  when  the  medical 
department  was  transferred  to  Columbus,  and  re-org"nized 
under  the  name  of  the  "Starling  Medical  College,"  in  honor 
of  Lyne  Starling,  who  made  the  very  liberal  donation  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the  institution,  and  five  thou- 
sand dollars  more  for  the  establishment  of  an  hospital. 

During  the  year  1835,  no  less  than  four  medical  schools 
were  added  to  the  number  already  established  in  the  Union, 
viz. — the  Medical  College  of  Louisiana,  at  New  Orleans  ;  the 
Medical  Institution  of  Geneva  College,  at  Geneva,  New  York; 
ihc  Medical  Department  of  Cincinnati  College,  at  Cincinnati, 
Oliio;  and  the  Vermont  Medical  School  at  Woodstock,  Ver- 
mont.    The  Louisville  Medical  Institute,  at  Louisville,  Ken- 
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iGcky,  and  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  University  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  were  established  in  1S37,  and  the  Medical  De- 
partment  of  Hampden  Sidney  College,  at  Richmond,  Virginia, 
in  1S3S.  In  the  following  year,  still  two  more  were  added, 
viz. — ihc  Albany  Medical  College  at  Albany,  New  York,  and 
the  Medical  Department  of  Pennsylvania  College,  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

During  the  period  intervening  between  1840  and  the  pres- 

ent  lime  (1850),  no  less  than  thirteen  new  medical  colleges 
have  been  established,  viz. — two  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  called 
tlie  Uuivcrsity  of  Missouri,  and  the  St.  Louis  University;  one 
at  Chicago,  Illinois,  called  the  Rush  Medical  College  ;  one  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  called  the  Western  Reserve  College;  one  in 
Indl.'ma,  called  the  Indiana  Medical  College,  located  at  La 
Porte;  two  in  Philadelphia,  called  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Medicine,  and  the  Franklin  Medical  College;  one  at  Buffalo, 
New  York,  called  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Buffalo;  one  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  called  the  Memphis 
Medical  College  ;  one  at  Evansville,  and  another  at  Indianapo- 
lis, in  Indiana  ;  one  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  called  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  th^Upper  Mississippi ;  and  one 
in  Michigan,  located  at  Ann  Arbor,  being  a  department  of  the 
University  of  that  State. 

Of  the  fortv-thico  medical  collcires  which  have  thus  been 

organized,  wc  believe  that  seven  have  been  wholly  discon- 
tinued, while  others  have  merely  changed  fheir  names  or  lo- 
calities, leaving  thirty-six  now  in  active  op^J ration  in  the  United 
States.  Of  these,  seven  arc  in  the  eastern  or  New  England. 
States,  nine  in  the  middle,  seven  in  the  southern,  and  thirteen 
in  the  western.  It  will  be  noticed  that  only  six  medical  col- 
leges were  organized  prior  to  1810,  five  between  1810  aod 
1820,  eight  between  1 820  and  1830,  eleven  between  183Q  and 
1840,  and  thirteen  between  1840  and  1850.  The  number  of 
students  in  attendance  on  the  several  colleges,  at  each  pariod 
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often  years,  may  bo  staled  as  follows,  together  with  ihc  num- 
ber of  graduates,  viz,: 

WHOLE  NUMBER  or  STUDENTS.  GRADUATJE3. 

In  1810  -    -    650  In   ]H10  -         -    100 

"  1820  .    -    -  9f)4  •»  18'iO  -    .    -  1?*1 

»•  1830  -    -   2125  ***  IH.JO  -    -    507 

*'  1810  -    -    2800  *'  1840  -    -    -   775 

"  1850  -    -  4500  "  1850  -    -   1300 

These  numbers  are  not  claimed  as  entirel}-  ficcuratc,  owin*^ 
to  the  diflicult}'^  of  obtaining  complete  and  reliable  inform  ation 
on  the  subje^'t;  but  tliey  are  sufficiently  so  for  all  the  purpo- 
ses of  comparison.  They  illustrate  very  clearly  what  we 
have  alreadj''  stated  whi'n  delaihng  the  organization  of  medi- 
cal socielie.7,  viz.,  tlint  the  medical  colleges  were  patronized 
just  in  proportion  as  the  importance  of  the  fundamental 
branches  of  medical  science  became  belter  and  more  univer- 
sally appreciated,  through  ihc  medium  of  .such  SDcicties. 
Thus,  during  tlie  ten  years  following  ls20,  a  perii)d  wh(Mi  Uie 
medical  societies  of  most  of  the  states  were  in  their  mu.si  ac- 
tive and  influenlial  state,  the  number  of  students  allcndii-n  thr 
medical  schools  were  more  than  doubled,  and  the  number  ci 
graduates  increased  ihreefold.  It  is  a  fact  also  wonby  ^jf  no- 
tice, that  the  number  of  graduates  has  l)ccn  const; jnilv  iu- 
creasin^r  faster  ih;m  the  whole  number  of  students.  Thus,  in 
ISIO,  theniiioof  graduates  to  the  whole  number  of  students 
attending  the  seliools,  was  I  to  0,  -3;  in  1S20,  1  ti>  f3,  :):  in 
1->3U,  1  to  ;'»,  ^;  in  JSIO,  i  to  0,  0;  in  JS'^l),  1  to  *],  4. 

But  this  exceC'lingly  rapiil  increase  in  th(^  number  of  sir- 
dents  who  resort  t«i  tliO  njcilic-al  crjlloires,  and  tlu.^  nninhcr  laK^ 
ing  degrees,  by  no  means  indieat**  ;i?i  erjnally  rapid  iii'Te:;<c 
in  the  whole  number  of  thosc^  purs'iing  the  sUidy  of  liiediei.-iC. 
For,  it  must  be  remeni!).' rrd,  that  niedie;:!  e\.'i:niuers  ]j;id  Ik".  :: 
appointed  in  a  lani:e  ni;ijt)rlty  of  the  ^t;ii(  s  in  eo;:;-::  cUnw  v.  itli 
their  sor-Ial  organization;  aiul,  dnri;:'.::  ihi^  first  <}n:n-:(-.  ,if  li,. 
present  century,  a  inueh  larger  tii.iiibt  v  oi' st'ul.-iiis  vrcre  on^!- 
ably  examined  and  admitted  by  these  nunmroiis  bc)ard?pl 
examiners  than  by  the  colleges.     But  a  large  majoritv  of  ibr 
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Slates  having  made  the  college  diploma  a  legal  admission  into 
the  profession,  with  all  its  rights  and  privileges,  it  soon  be- 
came the   paramount  object  of  ihc  student's  pursuit.     This, 
together  with  the  absence  of  all  preliminary  requisites  in  re- 
gard to  general  education,  and  the  manj'' facilities  a8()rded  by 
the  rapid   multiplication,  and  consetjuent  competition  of  the 
colleges  with  each  other,  caused  the  licenses  from  local  exam- 
ining boards  to  be  comparatively  neglected.     Thus,  in  1820, 
onK-  th:rrv-eiu;ht  students  received  the  de":ree  of  M.  D.  from 
Uj<'  medical  college's  of  the  State  of  New  York,  while  tfirec 
'.ii;:r-^   i!iat  nunib«»r  were  examined  and  licensed  by  the  cen- 
^fMs  (if  iho  slate  and  count}'  societies.     In  1S30,  the  graduates 
from  ilie  medical  colleges  of  the   same   state  numbered  fifty- 
six,  ili«\se  lii-cnsed  by  the  censors  of  llie  state  society,  seven- 
teen, and  probably  one  hundred  moni  by  the  nu^ierous  county 
boards.     While,  in  1840,  the  whole  number  of  graduates  in 
tin;  state  was  two  hundred  and  fortj'-<ix.  t!ie  number  licensed 
by  the  ceiiivor?  of  the  state   society  was  oidy  three,  and  those 
repjMlrd  by   the  county  societies,  five.     Although  it  is  quite 
probable  that  a  few  were  licensed  by  the  connty  societies  who 
wiTc  not  reported  to  the  .state  society,  yet  ilic  whole  number 
ibr  tv/o  or  three  years  previous  had  not  averaged  ten  annually. 
The  cfTecis  of  this  rapid  change   were   twofold,     The  local 
societies  being  gradually  deprived  of  the  funds  derived  from 
granting  licenses,  soon  found   their  libraries  neglected,  and 
their  regular  meeiin'^r?  diminisliiuG:  b(ith  iu  interest  and  in  the 
nu:nI)(M-.s  in  attendance.     This  gave   ricC  to  a  general  fcehng 
</f  iiidiilerence  on  the  part  of  the  [)rofes:?ion,  during  the  nreva- 
Icnce  of  which  inany  local  soclt^ties  ceased  to  maintain  an  ac- 
tive exislcnct?;  and  whatever  laws  f)r  restraining  quackery 
liad  been   enacted    Ijv  thc^    leuisla lures  of  :he  several   states, 
were,   with   vi'ry  lew   exceptions,    repealed.     Wliile,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  great  incrrease  of  patronage  bestowed  en  the 
meilical  schools,  literally  begot  a  mania  for  college  making. 
And  this  mania  was  rendered  still  more  intense  by  the  regu- 
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lations  almost  universally  adoptc  dasre  (juisitcs  both  for  grad- 
uation and  license.  These  gave  no  credit  for  any  courses  of 
instruction,  however  extensive  and  complete,  except  such  as 
should  be  delivered  in  a  regularly-established  college.  Hence, 
every  professional  man  who  became  ambitious  of  distinction 
as  a  teacher,  sought  a  professorship  in  some  college  as  the  on- 
ly position  in  which  that  ambition  could  be  gratified.  And  as 
there  are  always  more  such  men  than  there  are  places  for 
■them  to  fill,  the  constant  and  inevitable  tendency  is  to  the  crea- 
tion of  more  places.  If  the  State  Legislature,  to  whom  appli- 
cation is  made  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  happens  to  be  so 
stupid  as  not  to  perceive  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  new 
Bchool,  a  bargain  is  soon  struck  wiih  some  literary  college, 
already  possessing  the  right  to  confer  degrees,  to  furnish  the 
necessary  diptemas,  and  straightway  a  new  medical  college, 
with  all  the  usual  honors  and  privileges,  springs  into  exist- 
ence. To  so  great  an  extent  has  this  spirit  been  carried,  that 
scarcely  a  single  year  has  passed  since  1S30,  without  witness- 
ing the  birth  of  one  or  more  of  these  institutions.  If  the  stan- 
dard of  preliminary  education  had  been  elevated,  and  the 
requisites  for  graduation  increased  in  proportion  to  the  multi- 
plication of  schools,  no  evils  would  have  resulted  to  the  pro- 
fession or  the  community;  but,  there  being  practically  no  stan- 
dard of  preliminar3'  education,  and  the  professors,  with  only 
two  or  three  exceptions,  being  the  sole  judges  o^the  student's 
qualifications,  the  addition  of  ever}'  new  college  only  served 
to  increase  the  competUion,  and  add  to  the  facilities  tor  obtain- 
ing diplomas.  Indeed,  to  such  an  extent  has  this  spirit  and 
practice  been  carried,  that  any  young  man  can  obtain  the  once 
high  and  honorable  title  of  M.  D.  for  a  less  expenditure  of  time 
and  labor  than  it  takes  to  obtain  llio  primary  literary  title  i>t 
A.B. 

It  is  true  that  the  professors  in  many  of  the  colleges  would 
gladly  have  stayed  this  tendency  oF  things;  but  it  was  not  in 
their  power.    Hence,  with  only  two  or  three  recent  exceptions* 
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oight.  months'  atleiidance  on  a  medical  college — three  years' 
t>tu(ly,  including  the  eight  months — twentjMme  years  of  age — 
atid  a  thesis  on  some  medical  subject,  constitute,  practically, 
all  the  qualifications  required  of  the  candidate  for  medical 
honors,  previous  to  his  examination. 

If  we  contrast  these  with  the  qualifications  required  in  other 
countries,  or  with  those  originally  required  by  the  founders  of 
the  old  school  in  Philadelphia,  we  shall  cease  to  be  surprised 
either  at  the  crowded  state  of  the  profession,  or  at  the  hetero- 
genous mixture  of  all  grades,  characters,  and  degrees  of  at-  , 
tainmcnt  which  it  presents.  The  impossibdity  of  any  faculty 
of  five  or  six  professors  doing  anything  like  justice  to  the  whole 
field  of  medical  science  in  the  short  space  of  four  months  to 
say  nothing  of  the  perfect  absurdity  of  attempting  to  crowd 
anv  amount  of  material  so  vast  and  varied  on  the  mind  of  the 
student  in  so  short  a  space  of  lime,  early  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  many  enlightened  members  of  the  profession,.among 
whom  were  some  of  the  ablest  professors  connected  with  our 
schools.  Hence,  attemjiis  were  made  from  time  to  time  to 
extend  the  courses  of  college  instruction,  and  elevate  the  stand- 
ard of  medical  attainments;  but  so  rapid  was  the  increase  of 
new  schools,  and  so  active  the  rivalship,  thateverj^  attempt  to 
produce  concert  of  action  among  the  schools  of  even  a  limited 
number  of  states  proved  abortive.  We  believe  the  earliest  of 
these  cflbrts  were  made  by  the  colleges  of  New  England,  some 
of  whom,  in  good  faith,  carried  into  practice  an  agreement  to 
extend  their  courses  of  instruction ;  but  others,  wholly  neglect- 
ing the  movement,  soon  induced  all  to  return  to  the  former 
limits. 

In  1835,  the  faculty  connected  with  the  Medical  College  of 
Georgia  called  the  attention  of  their  professional  brethren  to 
the  same  subject;  and,  both  by  correspondence  and  through 
the  columns  of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^ 
urged  the  propriety  of  a  national  convention  of  delegates  from 
all  the  colleges,  not  only  to  agree  upon  a  longer  term  of  instruc- 
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tion,  but  also  upon  a  higher  standard  of  medical  educa- 
tion. These  clForts  were  favorahlj^  responded  to  bj'  a 
large  proportion  of  the  colleges  tlien  existing,  but  the  lime 
and  place  for  holding  the  convention  was  left  to  the  medical 
faculty  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  who,  b}^  declining  to 
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•  ARTICLE  I. 

Electro  Galvanism. — A  paper  read  before  the  iEsculapean  So- 
cietj^  by  Tiios.  D.  Washburn-,  .AI.D.,  of  Grayville,  III., 
ordered  to  be.  published  by  the  Society. 

Among  the  many  innovations  which  have  quieth'  forced 
themselves  into  the  confidence  of  the  profession,  I  know  of  no 
one  presenting  stronger  claims  to  our  consideration  than  that 
of  Galvanism,  or  Electro-Magnetism. 

1st,  From  its  cfficacij  as  a  medical  agrmt. 

2d,  Because  it  reaches  a  varictv  of  cases  hitherto  nlmosl 
irremediable,  and  many  of  the  most  painful  nature  to  the  j)a- 
tients,  and  harrassino:  to  the  medical  attendant. 

3d,  Because  of  its  eligibiJit}^  of  application. 

It  is  some  halt  century  since  Galvanism  was  first  discov- 
ered; its  application  to  medicine  is  of  much  more  recent  (hile. 
About  twenty-five  years  since,  it  began  to  attract  general  at- 
tention, and  numerous  experiments  bogan  t;)  b(^  insiituitHl  and 
new  features,  laws,  and  phenomena,  h;ive  continued  to  bo  de- 
veloped up  to  the  pres<Mit  lime. 

It  will  hardly  be  worth  while*  now  to  U'lxcr  the  many  and  va- 
rious  experiments  by  which  it  has  arisen  from  a  strange  invs- 
tery  to  a  beautiful  science;  our  object  is  to  show  lis  influence 
on  the  vital  system,  and  its  value  ;is  a  iherapt^utic  ag(»nt. 

"The  galvanic  current  wlien  brought  to  act  upon  the  living 
body  is  capable  of  producing  three  orders  of  efFecls. 


»_«a^M,    .«»-      -        ^    ■  •--■        - 


WA^amuwm  on  electko-magnetism.  S89 

*'l9t,  It  produces  peculiar  sensations* 

^'Scl,  It  determines  muscular  contractions. 

•*3il,  It  IS  supposed  to  influence  the  organs  of  secretion." 

It  matters  not  whether  the  galvanic  current  is  applied  di- 
rectly to  the  muscle  or  part  thioui|;h  which  you  wish  to  trani^ , 
mit  it,  or  only  to  ihe  nercr^  which  supplies  the  part,  the  efied 
is  about  the  same :  but  it  should  bo  borne  in  mind,  in  refei^ 
ence  to  the  influence  of  galvanism  on  the  muscular  systenit 
ihiit  a  shock  is  felt  and  convulsions  produced,  not  only  whoa 
the  circuit  is  completed,  but  nho  at  the  moment  when  il^ 
broken,  and  during  ihc  maintenance  o( the  circuit  these  eflkoli 
are  vot  perceived. 

Here  it  may  be  well  to  mention  the  comparative  valao  of 
the  two  agents,  Klectricity  and  Galvanism.  ••  The  discharge 
of  a  LcndcMi  jar  and  a  Galvanic  battery  produce  sensatiooi 
so  similar  as  to  render  it  probable  that  tliey  affect  the  liviilg 
body  in  the  same  way."  But  Dr  IJardslcy  and  Mr.  DonovaUf 
of  Dublin,  contend  that  Galvanism  is  much  ihe  most  efticioat 
agent,  and  conceive  it  acts  more  dce[)ly  within  the  organtf 
while  Electricity  acts  more  superficially;  and  at  the  school  of 
medicine,  in  Paris,  the  commission  which  reported  on  the  Bub» 
jecl,  found  reason  to  cnn<lijde  that  tlj(j  "eflJ'Cts  of  th«  battoiy 
penetrate  an<l  effect  I h(t  iiervou.sand  muHcular  fttruclti res  mors 
deeply  than  ordinary  eleciric  machinch;*'  at  any  rate  the  Oal» 
vanic  baflery  ]M)Sscs.ses  advantiiges  which  will  always  give  it 
pre  ic  re  I  ice. 

Isi,  The  quantity  of  Electriciiy  it  seti*  in  molion  is  vastly 
en-arer.  and  vet,  at  \\i<;  Karne  lim'-  can  be  £?raduated  U)  a  min^ 
irniim  do>e  with  perfect  ease. 

i*-l,  You  can  a[)ply  it  with  faeilify  to  any  part  or  organ^ 
wiihoui  fi  fleet  in  i(  ihc  whoh-  body,  as  for  ihr-fan<re  in  partial 
para1v.'^i'=:,  aphonia.  ^Hoanrosis.  and  iUniwi-^^. 

'j<l,  Y<Mi  can  bring  it  into  a^'tioii  in  all  Wearhers  without  dl* 
niinishing  its  pm^er* 

In  regard  to  the  effect  of  Oalv&nimi  n^  tlie  flecreCing  orgooti 
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some  interesting  experiments  were  made  by  Dr.  Wilson  Phil- 
lip, which  I  will  mention.  **  The  par  vagum,  or  eighth  pair  of 
nerves,  which  aj-e  chiefly  distributed  to  the  stomach  and  lungs, 
were  divided  in  the  necks  of  several  rabbits  shortly  after  hav- 
ipg  fed  on  parsely.  Their  respiration  was  thus  rendered  labo^ 
rious,  nausea  and  fruitless  attempts  at  vomiting  supervened 
and  the  animals  finally  died,  apparently  of  suITocation.  Upon 
opening  their  stomachs,  also,  the  parscly  was  found  quite  un- 
"  altered,  from  which  he  concluded  that  the  secretion  of  the  gas- 
flic  juice  had  been  suspended. 

^ '  The  same  experiment  was  then  perfonncd  on  other  rabbits, 
with  this  difference,  that  galvanic  currents  were    sent   to  the 
stomach  by  applying  one  of  the  poles  of  a  small  pile  to  a  slip 
of  tin  foil  wound  round  the  lower  ends  of  the  divided  nerves, 
and  the  other  pole  to  a  disc  of  silver  laid  upon  the  epigastri- 
um.    In  all   these  cases  dyspnoea  and   tendency  to    vomit- 
ing  were    wanting,    and    the    animals  being    killed,    after 
the  currents  had  been  continued  for  twenty-six  hours,  the  pars- 
ley was  found  perfectly  digested,  and  the  stomach  of  each  ex- 
haled the  odor  peculiar  to  this  organ  during  digestion."     From 
expei'iments  such  as  these,  Dr.  PhiHij)  justly  concludes   that 
the  secretion  of  the  gastric  juica  was  under  the  control  of  the 
nervous  influence;  but  whether  this  is  identical  with  the  power 
generated  by  galvanic  combination  perhaps  has  not  been  suf- 
ficiently proven.     Some  have  even  gone  so  faras  to  afiirm,  that 
the  nervous  fluid  was  not  only  identical  with  galvanism,  but 
that ''animal  heat  was  generated  by  currents' of  electricity 
ever  circulating  through  the  arterial  branches  of  the  sanguifer- 
ous system;"  but  the  demonstrations  of  Liebig,  I  think,  must 
for  ever  settle  the  question  of  animal  heat. 

Previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  modern  Electro-Oalvanic 
machine,  Prevost  and  Dumas  suggested  the  galvanic  pile  for 
for  the  purpose  of  breaking  down  the  material  which  compose 
urinary  calculi,  but  their  experiments  though  partially  success- 
ful were  so  difficult  of  practical  application  that  other  me" 
cfaanicul  me&ns  have  taken  the  place  of  it. 
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The  next  jipplication  was  in  ibe  treatment  of  Aspb3'xia, 
wheilier  proceeding  from  strangulation,  <]rowning,  narcotic 
poisons,  tluj  inhalation  of  noxious  gases,  or  simple  concussion 
of  the  cerebral  system. 

*  In  all  these  cases  the  interrupted  current  is  the  proper  one, 
and  should  be  transmitted  ilong  the  course  of  the  nerves.  M. 
Goudret  was  among  the  first  tq  direct  attention  to  this  point  by 
certain  experiments  on  animals.  **  A  Rabbit  which  had  been 
to  all  appearance  killed  by  a  few  blows  on  the  head,  was  per- 
fectly recovered  by  a  succession  of  shocks  continued  for  jbalf 
an  hour.  Similar  experiments  were  also  performed  by  BJr. 
Apjohn.  and  Magendie  states  that  himself,  Pouillet  and  Rou- 
lin  had  repeatedly  succeeded  in  recovering  by  means  of  the  pilCf 
rabbits  asphyxiated  by  submersion  in  water  for  more  than  ql 
quiirter  of  an  hour,  and  adds  the  important  remark  that  jpa- 
tience  on  the  part  of  the  operator  is  particularly  indispenrable, 
inasmuch  as  i:i  cases  finally  successful  reanimalion  was  often 
not  achieved  for  full  thirty  minutes. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  it  would  be  equally  successful  in 
cases  of  narcotic  poison.  But  I  must  not  forget  to  make  a  dis- 
tinction pointed  out  by  Mr.  Apjohn  in  his  able  article  in  the 
Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  on  the  subject,  viz.:  that 
Galvanism,  flowing  in  a  continuous  current,  produces  a  condi- 
tion on  the  part  orj  system,  opposite  to  that  .generated  by  the 
interrqpted  current;  the  former  acting  as  a  sedativie  and  pro- 
(Jucing  relaxation;  the  latter  as  a  stimulant  and  tonic.  The 
former  should  be  transmitted  along  the  nerves  in  a  direction 
contran/io  their  ramifications,  the  latter  with  the  course  of  the 
nerves.  Some  discrimination  is  consequently  necessary  in  ap- 
propriating (he  one  or  the  other  according  to  the  character  of 
the  disease. 

In  cases  of  Tetanus,  Epilepsy,  and  some  forms  of  Neural- 
gia and  Asthma,  the  continued  current  is  the  one  indicated, 
while  Asphyxia,  Paralysis,  Chronic  Rheumatisnif^and  other 
affections,  the  result  of  debility  or  want  of  power,  will  receive 
most  benefit  from  the  stimulus  of  broken  currents. 


^. 


\' 
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The  Electro-Galvanic  or  Electro-Magnetic  macblnes,  as 
ihey  are  termed,  which  have  become  one  of  the  essentials  to 
the  complete  outfit  of  a  Drug  establishment,  are  all  supplied 
with  a  vibrating  or  revolving  armature,  which  breaks  the  cur- 
rent and  produces  by  its  alternate  action  a  succession  of 
shocks;  but  the  more  common  way  of  using  the  continuous  cur* 
lynt  has  been  to  place  some  moistened  bits  of  sponge  or  linen 
where  you  wish  to  transmit  the  current,  and  cover  one  with 
a  disc  of  silver,  the  other  with  copper,  and  unite  the  two  points 
llA^  copper  wire,  or  the  galvanic  trough  may  be  used  and 
jikHiected  to  these  points  by  the  same  discs. 

In  part  18th  of  Brailhwaite,  we  find  a  communication  by 
Surgeon  Wells,  who  witnessed  the  administration  of  Galvan- 
ism at  the  Civil  Hospital  of  Corfu.  He  describes  the  appa- 
ratus as  consisting  qf  an  "oval  plate  of  zinc  from  2  to  4  inches 
in  diameter,  to  the  back  of  winch  a  Hexible  wire  of  pure  silver 
is  soldered,  and  at  the  other  extremity  of  this  wire  a  plate  of 
pure  silver  of  the  same  size  ;  the  length  of  the  wire  is  ui.import- 
ant,  varying  accordingto  the  distance  of  the  plates."  • 

With  this  apparatus  Ulcers,  Fislulcc,  fungous  growths,  and 
certain  nervous  disease.',  were  successfully  treated.  S»>rne 
dozen  rules  are  given  for  its  application,  for  which  I  shall  have 
to  refer  the  curious  to  his  article. 

The  ordinary  machine  of  the  shops,  sold  for  me.lical  pur- 
poses, is  made  np  of  a  battery  consisting  of  a  cylinder  c:  p  of 
copper  some  4  inches  in  diameter  and  some  6  or  6  incb<'s  in 
height,  within  which  is  placed  a  cylinder  of  zinc  kept  fnim 
Contact  with  the  copper  by  two  small  wooden  ears;  attached 
to  each  cylinder  is  mmall  metal  cup,  in  which  the  c^onneciing 
wires  aie  inserted  and,  passing  to  similar  cups  on  the  base 
board,  connect  with  a  helix  (a  l:ir2:(*  coil  of  insulated  wiro)  in 
which  is  placed  a  piston  of  soft  ir(»n  rods,  which,  by  inovinnr  jn 
or  out,  regulates  the  force  of  the  shock.  The  helix  is  also  con- 
nected to  m^  upright  magnet  wound  with  insulated  wirp«  upon 
^hich  the  uraialure  plays.    A  strong  solution  of:  tulpbate  of 
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copper  placed  in  the  cylinders  after  the  connexions  are  made 
wiih  the  metal  cnps,  generally  starts  the  machine  in  a  few  mi- 
nuics,  and  it  i^  read^'  for  application.  The  helix  is  usually 
sui  mounted  with  a  giooved  piece  of  metal,  and  if  one  of  the 
connecting  wires  is  taken  from  the  base  board  and  passed  over 
tliijj,  a  slow,  heavy  shock  is  given. 

A  good  Battery  with  the  necessar\^  apparatus  can  be  pur- 
chased at  the  East  for  SIO,  giving  shocks  as  severe  as  a  strong 

sound  man  can  withstand. 

'JMiere  are  other  more  complicated  machines  which  sell  from 

«20  to  S25. 

With  the  action  and  use  of  these  machines  I  have  been  fa- 

mihar  for  the  last  six  5'ears,  anil  have  seen  them  applied  in  va- 
rious cases;  in  some  with  marked  benefit,  in  others  with  deci- 
ded success,  and  in  no  case  have  I  ever  known  it  prove 
deleterious,  though  I  think  there  are  cases  which  might  be  ag- 
gravated 0}'  its  application. 

Of  the  elass  of  diseas(*s  in  which  Eiectro-Galvanism  has 
been  found  most  serviceable,  that  of  paralysis  is  perhaps  the 
most  prominent,  and  even  here  it  must  not  be  applied  indis- 
criminately ;  in  a  recent  case  of  Hemiplegia,  the  result  of  extra- 
vasation or  effusion,  the  imme<liate  apphcation  of  this  agent 
would  be  injurious,  whil**  after  absorption  had  taken  place 
in  pjirt  or  full  and  tin?  nervous  system  remains  paralyzed 
from  disease,  the  siimulus  by  the  machine  would  be  highly 
useful  in  restoring  the  nervous  energy  and  imparting  tone  to 

the  aileeted  part. 

All  cases  of  Paralysis,  the  result  of  organic  disease  either 

in  the  brain,  spinal  column,  or  ganglionic  svst(jm,  would  not 
probably  be  in)[)roved  by  the  excitement  ofOalvanisu);  but  those 
of  a  [)nrcly  functional  kind,  as  general  or  local  Paralysis,  aris- 
ing from  exposure  to  cold,  absorption  of  lead  or  o:her  poisons, 
wan*,  of  nut  lit  ion,  and  the  seijuehe  of  violent  and  protracted 
disease,  these  and  some  varieties  of  deafness  and  amaurosis 

woidd  be  essentially  benefited  by  the  proper  of!||pbation  of 
Klectro-Magnetism. 


■%.■ 
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Nor  are  these  cures  performed  by  any  magic  influence,  or 
any  unseen  and  mysterious  agent,  shut  out  from  all  approach  to 
science*  and  reason.  The  merest  tyro  can  ascrioe  a  satisfac- 
tory explanation  of  the  •*  modus  operandi."  The  Galvanism 
traveling  along  the  nerves  excites  muscular  contraction)  this 
increases  the  circulation,  determines  more  arterial  blood  and 
through  it  imparts  warmth,  health  and  vigor  to  the  part. 

Lithe  14ih  No.  of  "  Braithwaite,"  Dr.  Golding  Bird  reports 
some  half  dozen  cases  of  different  forms  of  Paralysis  treated 
by  Electro-Galvanism  with  remarkable  success,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  article  adds,  *'Ia  the  great  majority  of  forms  of 
Palsy  above  desciibed,  it  is  indubitably,  in  some,  the  actual 
curative  agent;  in  all,  it  expedites  and  aids  the  cure ;  in  none 
IB  it  injurious." 

Mr.  J.  C.  Christophers,  in  the  Lancet  of  '48,  narrates  sev- 
eral cases  of  interest,  two  of  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  intro* 
ducing   to  your  notice.     The   first  was  a  case  "of  Chronic 
Rheumatism  of  three  years'  duration,  and  of  most  intractable 
character,  the  patient  having  undergone  long  courses  of  medi- 
cal treatment,  besides   sea-bathing  and  Homoeopathic  treat- 
ment.    First,  says  he,  I  passed  a  current  down  the  spine  for 
half  an  hour  or  longer*  then  from   the  hand  to  the   spine  nn 
hour.     At  the  end  of  a  few  weeks  she  began  to  experience  a 
feeHng  of  warmth  in  the  hands,  and  their  strength  gradually 
returnedi  so  that  by  degrees  she  resumed  her  labors,  continu- 
ing the  Galvanism  daily  as  before.     Her  hands  have  almost*  if 
not  quite,  acquired  their  former  power,    (the   dislocation  of 
course  HMnains)  though  she  is  still  under  treatment  for  the  fee- 
ble condition  of  her  ankles  and  knees,  and  is  galvanized  three 
times  a  week  with  increasing  benefit  to  both. 

"Last  winter  this  patient  was  confined  entirely  to  her  bed, 
this  winter  she  has  not  kept  her  bed  a  day;  moreover  regularly 
followed  her  occupation  (that  of  Laundress)  through  a  very  se- 
vere seajd||r,  and  surrounded  by  circumstances  erolQentiy  tend* 
hg  to  prixluce  an  accession  of  the.disease." 
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Case  2(1,  "A  fine  well  made  man,  in  the  prirneof  lite,  wa? 
fitlackcd  some  years  since,  with  severe  pain  about  the  liip 
joint,  extending  to  the  knee,  which  was  at  first  treated  as  rheu- 
matic by  drugs,  counter  irritants,  &c.,  and  by  the  introduction 
of  liCedles  at  short  intervals  from  the  hip  down  to  the  knee. 

No  bc?nefit  was  thenco  derived,  and  he  w-'^s  obliged  to  throw 
up  his  cmploj'ment.  H'"  consulted  several  practitioners,  with- 
out obtaining  relief,  and  amongst  others  n^yself.  He  com- 
plained of  great  paui  in  the  buttock  and  knee  joint. 

The  affected  limb  was  two  inches  shorter  thnn  the  other, 
much  less  in  circumference,  flabby  and  cold;  \\ui  power  of 
motion  was  perfect,  though  sensation  was  evidently  impaired. 
Here  was  another  intractable  case,  in  which  a  host  of  reme- 
dies h;id  been  tried  without  success;  still  there  were  circum- 
stances about  it  that  induced  me  to  add  Electro-Gulvanism  to 
the  number,  and  with  these  results, — that  the  pain  gradually 
decreased,  and  the  limb  regained  its  size,  strength,  firmness 
and  lempcratuie,  and  that  the  patient  is  now  able  to  earn  hifl 
living  by  following  his  occupation." 

The  chronic  character  of  these  cases,  and  their  obstinate 
resistance  to  treatment,  render  them  unusuall}'  instructive. 
Other  cases  could  be  mentioned  ;  several  have  fallen  under 
mv  own  obseivation,  and  I  have  been  able,  with  these  means, 
to  restore  a  paralj'zed  limb,  and  greatly  to  alleviate  cases  of 
Chronic  Rheumatism.  But  I  must  pass  to  other  features  of 
disea?e  where  Galvanism  has  proved  itself  one  of  the  most 
efficient  and  successful  agents  in  our  power.  I  refer  to  the 
(!lass  of  Uterine  Affections.  Next  to  Paralvsis,  I  kn(nv  of  no 
family  of  disease  which  baffles  all  the  resources  of  medical 
art,  and  all  the  skill  of  consummate  wisdom,  more  than  the 
class  bcfoic  us.  To  be  thrown,  in  a  moment  of  time,  under 
all  the  dread  responsibility  of  preserving  human  life  in  one  of 
its  most  interesting  and  fearful  periods — that  of  parturition — 
to  feel  that  a  slight  omission  or  a  trifling  commission,  or  na- 
ture herself,  may  place  our  patient  in  jeopardy  wljich  human 
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power  ciiiiuot  coiiirol,  brings   ;i   shudJor   over    the   stoutest 
heart. 

In  siicli  an  emergency,  we  h.iil  with  delight  any  means  that 
promises  to  extricale  us  from  even  a  possible  dilemma,  and 
no  one  item,  I  believe,  has  proved  more  of  a  specific  than 
Electro-Galvinism  for  many  conditions  and  disorders  of  the 
uterine  system. 

In  inertia  of  the  womb,  cither  before  labor,  when  the  vital 
lliiid  is  steadily  [massing  away,  or  after  labor,  when  life's  flood- 
gates SCI  III  to  have  been  opened,  and  the  blood  gushes  in 
torrents,  nothing  has  ever  been  ii^iind  to  check  this  condiii-ia. 
10  clos(^  iij^  these  living  streams,  and  proilnce  tonic  and  peri- 
odic eontracrtion  of  this  organ  like  the  agent  of  which  I  speak. 

Take  another  condition — one  enleebled  by  lucorrucral  dls- 
cliarge,  bronght  on  by  prolapsus,  extending  a  miserable  exist- 
ence, exsanguinated,  dc^pressed,  and  irritable,  I  believe  there 
is  no  panacea,  n(;  iron  tonic  or  bitter  specific,  no  pessarv  or 
supporter  abh^  to  jcstore  the  lost  vig(.)r  and  enfeebled  conili- 
lion,  like  the  wh«)lesome  stimidus  of  Galvanism. 

So,  too,  in  Amenorhd^a,  or  snppressi<)n,  you  find  young  wo- 
men whose  friends  talk  of  thtMr  iioino:  into  a  decline  ;  the 
rosebud  of  health  has  been  exchanged  for  the  pallid,  hstless, 
tallowy  look  of  Chloro-is,  but  a  few  shocks  from  the  galvanic 
1)attery,  nt  the  appropriate  time,  along  the  nerves  distributed 
io  this  origan,  will  do  more  to  set  tin*  course  of  nature  riirhi, 
and  mantle  the  cheek  au:ain  with  cri[n::on,  than  the  best  as- 
sortmiMit  of  d'ug-^  mo^t  a.-sidaoiisly  applied  for  a  twelvc- 
m'Uith. 

r>')  yon  ask  again  wh\'  this  wond-rfal  clll'Ct  is  produced  in 
the:c  cases?  Uecaiise  you  strike  at  tlii^  scat  of  diffieuliV. 
Vou  go  to  work  at  the  cause;  ;  and  liaviiiL;:  restonul  tone  and 
function  to  the  orii^an  which  o<*e:isi:)Mevl  the  misehici',  a  state 
of  hivdth  ensues.  I  knc^w  not  wliv  more  of  thcst^  cases  have 
not  been  reported  in  the  journals,  but  I  was  told  at  the  dis|x?n- 
saries  in  New  York  city,  that  it  was  common  for  young  wo- 
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men,  emigrants,  after  a  long  sea  voyage,  to  bo  tro:ibIcd  witH 
suppression,  and  nothing  had  ever  succeeded  in  removing  the  : 
same,  like  Electro-Magnetism.     I  have  used  it  and  known  of  '^ 
its  application  in  several  cases,  and  always  with  good  results. 

Ill  part  13,  of  Brailhwaitc,  I  think,  Mr-  Dorsington  relates 
three  cases  of  Uterine  Inertia,  and  sums  up  as  follows : — 

**  That  it  is  a  very  powerful  rcmcdv,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have  seen  it  tried,  and  that 
iho  uterus  will  respond  to  its  application,  whilst  ihe  general 
system  is  completely  prostrated,  is  equally  certain." 

At  the  Rotunda  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin,  Mr.  Clarke  re- 
ports two  ca3cs  of  lingering  labor  from  Uterine  lucrliu,  in  one 
of  whicli  the  membranes  had  been  ruptured  -19  hours,  arid 
the  other  labor  had  lasted  60  hours,  when  the  electro-mag- 
netic  current  was  employed  with  perfect  success. 

In  all  torpid  conditions,  where  the  vital  powers  seem  dis- 
posed to  ling,  the  stimulus  of  the  galvanic  machine  is  most 
favorable  and  salutary.  1  knew  an  old  gentleman,  upwards 
of  70  years  of  age,  who  used  the  instrument  dailj-,  for  the  ' 
warmth  and  stimulus  which  it  afK)rded.  if  the  galvanic  cur- 
rent was  able  to  digest  the  parsley  in  the  stomachs  of  rabbits, 
as  mentioned  among  our  experiments  after  division  of  the 
par  vngum,  w-e  would  justly  infer  that  in  debilitated  condition 
of  that  organ,  in  most  forms  of  chronic  Dyspepsia,  at  least 
some  degree  of  thif?  stimulus  would  be  highly  u^cfu!,  and  such 
it  has  proved  to  be,  though  but  one  case  has  ever  been  fairly 
rested  in  my  own  hands. 

Tn  regard  to  its  relations  to  surgery,  I  cannot  better  present 
its  claims  to  our  consideration,  than  by  using  the  language  of 
Druilt,  in  his  valuable  work.  Speaking  of  Klectricity.  and 
(Jalvnnism  he  says  : — *'  Alihouirh  these  powi  rful  agents  have 
been  by  turns  overrated  and  decried,  and  have  lost  much  of 
their  therapeutical  reputation,  through  liaving  beeiisresorted 
to  as  the  last  desperate  remedy,  in  cases  where  it  was  irra- 
tional to  expect  benefit  from  thenoi  still  no  ono»(«vho  knows 
how  to  use  them  can  doubt  their  efficacy. 
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J^Q  certain  cases  of  defective  circulation  and  nervous  influ* - 
jnce — when  the  th'gh  is  weak  and  benumbed  with  Sciatica) 
.n  cases  of  atrophy  of  the  extremities  after  Fever  ,  when  tte 
extensors  are  paralyzed  from  long  disuse,  as  after  rlisease  of 

f  joints  ;  in  deficient  menstruation  ;  in  Dyspnoea  from  weakness 
of  the  3otmach :  in  loss  of  voice,  from  relaxation  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  fauces  ;  in  hysterical  neuralgia,  and  in 

~     other  cases  of  nervous  pain,  unattended   with  increased  vas- 

'  cularity,  they  may  be  resorted  to  with  every  prospect  of 
benefit ;"  and  adds  the  most  convenient  apparatus  seems  to 
be  a  single  battery,  with  a  coil,  and  an  apparatus  for  giving  a 
stream  of  gentle  shocks.     Whether  the  indolent  tumors  which 

Y  sometimes  develope  themselves  in  the  scrofulous  diathesis 
would  be  benefitted,  1  do  not  know,  but  reasoning  from  anal- 
ogy, we  arc  inclined  to  think  Galvanism  would  be  bigblj'' use- 
ful, and  after  protracted  illness  and  convalescence,  if  anything 
would  assist  to  arouse  the  dormant  energies  to  their  wonted 
life,  this  agent  must  be  among  the  most  certain  and  povverful. 
In  cases  of  drowning,  I  believe  this  agent  to  be  invaluable. 

In  its  administration,  **  the  feelings  of  the  patient  must  be 
our  guide,  as  to  the  strength  of  the  charge  in  each  particular 
case.  Sonde  will  sustain  with  impunitjs  shocks  which  would 
be  distressing  and  injurious  to  others." — [Ency,  p.  297. 

In  the  macliine  of  which  we  are  speaking,  the  small  piston 
of  iron  rods  graduates  the  amount  with  the  greatest  ease.  In 
ordinary  cases,  10  or  15  minutes,  once  or  twice  a-day,  is  as 
much  as  is  necessary. 

The  application  of  the  poles,  to  one  familiar  with  the  anat- 
omy of  the  system,  is  not  difficult,  as  you  have  only  to  place 
one  over  the  root  or  trunk  of  the  nerve,  and  the  other  over 
the  affected  part  or  the  extremities  of  iIjc  same  nerve. 

In  taking  up  a  subject  of  this  kind,  entirely  separate  and  dis- 
connected from  all  others,  many  might  infer  that  undue  weight 
and  unmerited  importance  was  attached  to  it — that  more  force 
and  power  %a8  given  to  i\Ati  as  a  medicinal  Qgent«  thoo 
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rience  and  facts  would  sustain.     But  I  disavow  any  intenttbii 
to  distort  the  real  worth  of  this  as  a  curative  means,  or  to  de* 
tract  f n  m  or  neglect  any  other  remedy  whatever.     I  am  not 
a  '* hobby"  man.     I  believe,  as  I  said  in  the  outset,  in  the 
liberty  and  power  of  medical  men  selecting  any  and  every 
agent  from   whatever  source  it  may  spring,  so  it  stands  the 
test   of   experience,   and   Electro- Magnetism,  especially,   I 
think  one  of  those  remedies  which  can  ofteiuiines  be  brought 
in  with  other  treatment,  with  the  greatest  advantage.     I  se-   / 
Ic'ted  this  topic  in  part  to  gratify  my  own  curiosity,  that  I 
might  belter  satisfy  myself  in  regard  to  the  powers  and  uses 
of  this  remedy,  and  also  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  profea*-        ; 
sion   to  this  interesting   subject,   that  still  further  advances        • 
might  be  achieved,  new  facts  developed,  suffering  alleviatedf       "^ 
and  the  woild  enlightened.  *! 


ARTICLE  II. 

V 
Co7fgcstive  Fever. — Part  of  a  paper  read  before  the  Peoria  City 

Medical  Society,  by  K.  S.  Cooper,  M.  D.  jJ 

1  shall  attempt  to  portray  a  disease  known  more  or  less  far 
miliarly  to  all  practitidners  of  the  West  and  Soull^i  by  the 
various  local  and  general  names  of  Congestive  Chilli  Malig- 
nant Fever,  Pernicious  Fever,  Congestive  Fever,  &c.,  &c.,  all 
of  which  are  more  or  less  vaguely  applied, — particularly  the 
••  Congestive  Chill,"  which  has  of  late  obtained  such  gioomjK 
notoriety  in  the  category  of  Western  maladie?,  and  swelled 
the  bills  of  mortality  until  the  irregular  practitioner  finds  a 
good  excuse  for  the  death  of  his  patient  under  that  specious 
name.  Since  the  Fall  of  '38,  particularly,  has  this  di^ease^ 
or  the  name  at  least,  become  the  watchword  of  alarm  ia  many 
parts  of  Illinois.  To  say  that  this  name  has  been  misapplied^ 
would  be  but  speaking  the  truthy  but  to  say  that  there  is  oi^ 
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'       se  of  peculiar  fatality  attended  and  particularly  cbarao- 
erized  by  internal  venous  congestions,  would  be  far  from  the 
truth. 

Compatibly  with  my  views,  a  correct  nosological  arrange- 
ment would  cut  off  all  the  above  names,  as  applied  to  any 
Fevers  which  I  have  seen,  excepting  the  name  of  Congestive 
Fever,  which,  I  think,  might  with  propiiety  be  retained. 

The  name,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  only  pertinent  when  re- 
ferring to  a  character  of  disease  which  has  come  under  my 
observation,  but  particularly  well  applied.    I  shall,  therefore, 
.  assume  that  it  is  a  proper  term,  and  endeavor,  as  I  pass  along, 
to  prove  that  it  is  so. 

In  describing  the  disease  as  it  has  occurred  in  my  practice, 
I  shall,  for  the  facility  of  description,  adopt  a  different  ar- 
rangement from   authors  who  have  written  on  the  subject, 

f  mrhich  arrangement  I  think  indispensable  to  a  correct  delinea- 
tion of  its  character. 

[       I  shall  divide  it  into  three  types  and  three  varieties. 

!        Type. — The  type  may  be  Remittent,  Intermittent,  or  Con- 

^j4inued« 

i*      Variety. — The  variety  tttny  be  either  Mild,  Intervenient,  or 

r    Malignant. 

,       The  importance  of  this  arrangement  consists  partly  in  the 

fact  that  the  first  variety  is  the  mildest  form  of  Fever  inci- 

*dental  to  Illinois,  and  the  latter  decidedly  the  most  malignant. 

The  mild  variety  is  generally  of  the  continued  type,  and  is 

*  characterized  by  more  or  less  diminution  in  the  temperature 
df  the  surface ;  the  pulse  is  a  little  smaller  than  natural. 
^These  symptoms  continue  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  and  pass 
off  spontaneously,  by  the  action  of  a  mild  cathartic,  or  run 
into  one  of  the  other  varieties,  l)y  exposure  to  atmospheric 
vicissitudes,  by  too  great  physical  and  mental  exertion,  or  by 
the  imprudent  indulgence  of  the  appetite.  Particularly  the 
eating  ot  indigestible  articles  of  food  has  been  a  common 
•Muse  of  ehaiige  fioom  the  Mild  Continued  variety  to  the  Mar 
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iignanty  Intermittent  Paroxysm,  wbioh  in  many  inslanc 
minatf^s  rapidly  fatally,  despite  the  most  skilful  appliance 
cor  art. 

It  sometimes  occurs  that   the  Mild  or  Continued  va 
continues  to  increase  in  the  severity  of  the  symptoms 
the  commencement  of  the  attack  until  the  patient  bee 
greatly  prostrate,  without  changing  its  type,  but,  in  my  p 
tice,  these  cases  have  been  rare. 

In  addition  to  the  causes  assigned  for  the  unfavoi 
change  of  type,  the  action  of  drastic  cathartics  may  cor 
the  inild  into  fatal  symptoms.  Of  this  I  shall  have  fui 
occasion  to  treat  again. 

The  following  case  shows  the  agency  which  indigei 
substances  taken  into  the  stomach  may  have  in  changing 
type,  and  thereby  jeopardizing  the  life  of  the  patient. 

Case. — Mr.  A.  B. — wagoner  by  trade — ate  freely  of 
ham  and  other  meats  on  the  19th  of  Nov.,  1848,  after  hi 
walked  about  for  several  days,  with  a  cool  skin  and  8 
pulse.     Soon  after  eating,  he  was  taken  with  vomiting 
purging,  and  when  I  saw  him,  which  was  about  an  hour  f 
h^  was    extremely   prostrate,  with  a  cold  damp  skin 
blanched  conjunctiva.     He  vomited  up  the  meats*    Afte 
covering  from  this  paroxysm  be  had  an  mtermissionf  d 
which  he  felt  comparatively  well. 

Two  days  after  the  first  chill,  he  had  a  slight  shade  oi 
same,  the  severity  of  the  symptoms  Were  doubtless  preve 
by  the  free  use  of  tonics,  during  the  intermission. 

In  this  case  the  symptoms  might  have  continued  for  i 
days  as  they  had  been  previously  to  his  taking  the  ro 
might  have  slowly  declined,  without  developing  anything 
important  in  the  character  of  the  disease,  but  for  his  hfl 
taken  the  indigestible  substances  which  caused  a  centf 
direction  of  the  blood. 

IntermittenL — The  Intermittent  is  regular  in  ♦^'^  '  n 
of  its  paroxysms,  which  are  Qii< 
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)C^h  generally  of  the  Tertian  grade.    It  is  sometidnes  fatal 
the  first  paroxysm,  frequently  in  the  second,  and  if  not 
lodified  by  remedial  measures,  generally  in  the  third.     Ptop* 
ps  no  disease,  incidental  to  the  West,  affords  the  same  field 
•  the  triumphs  of  our  art.     The  worst  cases,  if  treated  vig- 
ously  from  the  beginning,  .are  almost  invariably  amenable 
I  medicine,  but  so  far  as  I  am  prepared  to  say,  almost  all  die 
'hen  left  to  themselves.     The  following  case  shows,  particu- 
rly,  the  iatal  tendency  of  the  disease  when  the  aid  of  nsedi- 
oe  is  not  sought  for  in  the  early  stpges,  and  is  precisely  like 
my  others  which  have  occurred  in  the  practice  of  every 
^dical  man  in  the  sections  where  the  disease  prevails. 
Case. — Mr.  S.,  aet.   60,  resident  of   Tazewell  Co.,  near 
yew's  Mill,  was  attacked  on  the  21st  of  Aug.,  1848,  with  a 
ill  which  prostrated  him  for  some  hours,  and  pr:)di:ced  con- 
erable  subsequent  debility,  though  he  was  able  to  walk 
)ut  the  house  next  day.     On  the  subsequent  day  which 
IS  the  23d,  I  was  called,  and   found  him  in  the  following 
ndition  :     Pulse  almost  imperceptible  ;  skin  cold,  much  re- 
ed, and  covered  with  large  drops  of  cold  sweat  f  lips  and 
*eks  of  a  purple  hue,  as  were,  also,  many  parts  of  the  sur- 
:je,  especially  the  hands  and   feet ;  conjunctiva  blanched 
es  glassy  and  suffused   with  tears;   countenance   idiotic # 
pogue  pale  and  tremulous  ;  breathing  laborious.     The  patient 
id  been  vomiting  in  the  commencement,  which  was  three 
lurs  previously.      The  chill  lasted  two  hours  longer,  and 
farminated  fatally. 

'*  Remittant. — The  Remittent  is  much  m^jre  mild  than  the 

termittent,  though  I  think  it  sometimes  runs  into  that  type, 

fciid  the  patient  dies  with  all  the  symptoms  characteristic  of 

It  frightful  malady  popularly  known  among  us  as  the  •♦  Con- 

stivc  Chill." 

This  type  has  occurred  less  frequently  in  my  practice  than 

either  oC  the  others. '  Sinking  of  the  pulse,  greater  or  less  in 

•rrtfportioQ  to  the  teTerity  of  the  attack}  1  coosickr  knliiyea* 
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sable  to  ?on8titute  a  Congestive  Fever,  and  in  the  Remii 
form  of  this  disease,  the  remission  is  characterbsed  by  ai 
crease  of  fullness,  by  the  temperature  of  the  surface  rij 
This  form  of  the  disease  is  comparatively  mild,  and  unlef 
its   running  into  the  Intermittent,  patients  are  seHom 
though  I  saw  it  prevail  in  the  eastern  part  of  Illinois,  wh6r< 
disease  was  not  subdued  short  of  from  five  to  ten  days,  n 
cation.    Continued.  The  continued  form  of  Congestive,  i 
mildest  form  of  febrile  affection  with  which  I  have  beei 
quainted   and  is  characterized  by  a  slight  reduction  in 
temperature  of  the  surface,  the  pulse  is  a  little  smaller 
natural,  with  a  general  feeling  oftorpor,  with  uneasy  sensa 
in  the  region  of  the  stomach  ;  the  countenance  is  dejected- 

These  symptoms  continue  a  longer  or  shorter  period, 
without  prostrating  very  much,  and  finally  subside  withot 
efibrts  but  the  powers  of  nature.     More  frequently  it  reqi 
a    mild    aperient,    without    which   the  disease    very   • 
changes  the  type  and  assumes  a  character  very  different 
extremely  difficult  to  treat  successfully. 

Pathology. — General  internal  venous  congestion  is 
prominent  feature  in  the  pathology  of  most  of  these  cases, 
many  instances  some  particular  part  is  the  principal  se 
congestion,  while  the  veins  of  other  parts  are  slightly  engo 

The  cavae,  with  other  vessels  about  the  heart,  may  b 
principal  seat  of  engorgement ,  or  the  lungs,  or  the  brain, 
spinal  cord,  or  all  of  these  may  be  simultaneously  engorge 
is  the  case   in    the   fatal   attacks    of  the   disease.     Ii 
worst  attacks  the  engorgement  of  the  lungs  constitutes  the 
prominent  symptom,  and  in  these  cases  the  patient  is  fc 
down  with  a  mysterious  rapidity  very  like  the  worst  att 
of  Cholera.     The  lungs  alone  may  be  much  engorged, 
produce   the  most  frightful  and  rapid  collapse  witboi 
evacuation,  except .  by  sweating. 

The  accompanying  symptoms  indicate  positr 
logical  coRdition  of  the  parts  diseasedy^when 
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icipal  seat  of  Venous  Congestion.     Thus  tlie  purple  lips 
I  cheek,  the  blue  skin  accompanied  with  the  cold  extremi* 
\  and  extremely  small  pulse,  laborious  breathing,  are  not  to 
mistaken.     As  I  can  illustrate  what  appears  to  me  to  be 
true  pathology  of  the  diseases  in  these  attacks  more  clearly 
introducing  a  case  just  here,  I  beg  leave  to  do  it : 
Hose. — Mr.  W.  E.  R.,  aet.  43,  forwarding  and  commissioo 
rchant,  very  temperate  habits,  but  rather  feeble  constitu- 
:  attacked  on  the  9ih  of  July,  1848,  at  8  A.  M.,  after  hav- 
vvalked  to  his  warehouse  just  before.     At  half  past  eight  I 
'  him  and  found  the  following  his  condition  :  Pulse  almost 
erceptible;    tongue    pale     and     tremulous;    conjunctiva 
nched;  skin  cold,  damp  and  relaxed;  lips  and  cheeks  pur- 
surface  generally  the  same  hue. 

?he  patient  was  unable  to  turn  himself  in  bed  soon  after  the 

ack.     He  recovered  from  the  paroxysm,  but  bad  a  slight 

ideof  the  same  symptoms  on  the  second  day  at  the  same 

ir,  haying  in  the  meantime  taken  largely  of  tonics  to  inter- 

ot  the  anticipated  chill. 

In  this  case  there  was  extreme  engorgement  in  the  veins  of 

lungs,  and  instead  of  producing  increased  vascular  and 

vous  excitement,  as  is  the  case  when  the  arteries  are  en- 

rged,  the  action  is  as  little  if  not  less  than  in  the  natural  state* 

h'ave  even  thought  sometimes  the  excitement  of  a  part  or 

rts  laboring  under  venous  congestion  was  diminished  in  pro- 

rtion  10  the  e:itent  of  the  congestion.     In  extreme  conges- 

n  of  the   lungs  the  bronchial  lining  becomes  relaxed   and 

ursout  a  muco-serous  fluid  in  the  same  way  that  the  skin 

irs  out  the  watery  portions  of  the  blood.     The  fluid  eflused 

m  the  lining  membrane  of  the  bronchia  besmears  that  rnem- 

ne  and  interrupfs  the  contact  of  atmosphere  with  the  blood» 

jereb}'  its  decarbonization  is  prevented,  and  venous  blood 

jeing  thrown  back  to  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  in  this  slate  is 

"Mirried  into  the  syatein  and  acts  as  a  slow  narcoiic  poison« 

^Mji^fm^  ^gi^  Mf»M  he  the  true  state  ^  4UI  €|iom 
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cases  of  extreoie  "congestive  chill,"  in  which  the  patient 
borne  dovyn  and  exhausted  without  any  evacuation  but  by 
skin. 

In  other  cases,  where  vonniling  and  purging  are  early  a 
construjt  symptoms,  the  liver  and  its  adjacent  veins  are  gre 
coiige^iled,  the  veins  of  the  stomach  and  mesentery  are 
wise  en^or^ed. 

When  the  veins  of  the  brain  are  greatly  distended  the 
tierit    has  an   idiotic   countenance,  eyes  fglassy,  conjuua 
blanched,  complete    torpor  of  the  sensorial  powers,  extre 
prostration  of  physical    strength,  and  delirium.      But  no 
crease  of  heat  about  the  head  attends  ihese  cases.     The 
of  the  forehead  participates  in  the  general  dampness  and 
laxnrion  which  is  common  to  the  surface. 

Whether  the  nervous  system  is  the  primary  seat  of  derar 
ment,  as  is  contended  by  many,  the  accompanying  sympt( 
are  evidenily  the  result  of  congestions  in  the  venous  system. 

If  not,  why  is  it  that  in  or  during  the  intermittent  parox^ 
of  the  disease  in  one  instance  our  patient  is  rapidly  reduce 
vomiting  and  purging  unaccompanied  with  any   blue   ti 
the  skin.     Another  is   feduced  still  more  rapidly  without  i 
evacuation  except  by  sweating,  with  an  extraordinary  ch; 
in  the  color  of  the  skin. 

What   is  it  that   produces  this   marked  difference  in 
color  of  the  skii;  in  these  cases?     Could  nervous  influ 
alone,  or  unaccompanied   with  congestion  of  the  lungs,  p 
dLCe   such   a  want   of  decarbonization  of  the  blood  j 
evinced  in  these  latter  cases? 

If  one  patient  dies  with  an  idiotic  countenance,  blan 
conjunctiva  and  early  delirium  ;  another  dies  with  nom 
these  symptoms,  but  with  vomiting  and  purging,  and  yet 
other  dies  with  all  these  symptoms  co::2bined,  and  if,  in 
first  cjise,  congestion  is  found  in  the  veit#  of  the  brain 
spinal  cord  upon  post  mortein  iuspection ;  in  the  second, 
lungs  ;  in  the  third,  the  liverj  stomacb^and  ok  a; 


)  last  more  or  less  congestion  in  all,  it  appears  to  cues  we 

D  account  for  the  difference  in  the  symptoms  by  what  i* 

jnd  to  be  the  pathological  condition  of  the  parts,  in  the 

St. mortem   examination,    without   puzzling   our   brain  to 

k  beyond,  into  the  mysteries  of  the  nervous  system,  which 

^st  accounts  for  but  few  of  the  varions  phenomena.     If, 

n,  we  have  found  the  pathological  state,  as  evinced  by  post 

irtem  inspection,  to  account  satisfactorily  for  all  the  symp- 

na,  and  that  pathological  state  to  l>e  internal  venous  conges- 

Q,  then  I  urge  the  propriety  of  using  the  term  Congestive 

ver,  particularly  as  many  of  its  symptoms  are  more  or  less 

mmon  to  other  Fevers. 


ARTICLE  III. 

eatment  of  Cholera. — By  B.F.  Mullex,  M.  D.,  of  Madison, 
Ind. 

Prof.  Evans — Dear  Sir:  Having  oli^erved  through  the  me- 

im  of  the  press  notices  of  the  appearance  of  Cholera  in   your 

y,  I  take  the  liberty  of  presenting  for  your  consideration,  the 

fttment  employed  by  me  in  that  disease.     I  may  also  state 

t  the  same  treatment  was  adopted  by  my  brother,  Dr.  A. 

Mullen,  of  Napoleon,  and,  singularly  enough,  too,  simulta- 

ously  with  myself. 

To  the  treatment:     If  it  was  ascertained  that  the  patient 

id  lately  partaken  of  indigeslible  or  irritating  food,  an  rmet- 

composed  of  mustard  and  salt^ — of  each  a  table-spoon  full — 

pas  given,  dissolved  in  warm  water.     This  was  followed  by 

ioe  following  .* 

%      ?.. Hyd.  chlo.  mit.,  grs.  xxx. 

Pulv.  uamphor,  grs.  xii. 
**      Capsicum,  grs.  vi. 
**     Acet.  Plombi,  grs*  xviii. 
M.  ft*  chart,  do.  vj. 


MULLEN  ON  TREATMENT  OF  CHOLERA. 

These  powders  are  given  as  fiequrriily  as  every  15  minul 
if  the  rice-water  discharges  are  profuse  and  frequent,  and  1' 
frequently  if  the  caSe  is  a  mild  one.     Is  severe  voniiting  n 
ent?  a  large  sinapism  is  laid  on  the  bowels:  in  coUap 
cases  bordering  upon  that  stite,  the  patient  should  b 
rounded  with  corn  ear,^  previously  heated  in  boiling  "^ 
ancf  wrapped  in  flannel  clotl  s  or  blankets, — the  bed  remc 
to  the  middle  of  the  room  in  order  to  admit  a  free  currer 
atmosphere,  no  rubbing  or  annoying  the  patient,  who  is  al 
time  to  be  kept  in  a  hoiizontal  position,  and  perfectly  quieL 

As  the  rice-water  discharges  cease,  the  first  ingredient  in 
powder  is  increased  and  the  others  diminished. 

Iced  Slippery  Elm  water  is  allowed  the  patient  freely ; 
tlie  cramps  nothing,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  done,  for  they 
occasioned  by  the  absence  of  serum  in  the  circulating  syst 
for,  how  often  do  we  meet  with  cramps  in  persons  who  h 
suffered  from  profuse  Hemorrhage. 

I  thus  inform  you  of  the  treatment  employed,  as  it  has  t 
most  successful.     My  brother,  Dr.  A.  J.  Mullen,  has  lo:t  V 
six  patients  out  of  some  two  hundred,  and  I  can  find  but 
fatal  cases  in  all  my  Cholera  practice,  both  in  this  city  ar 
Napoleon,  where  I  was  called  during  the  prevalence  of 
disease  last  summer.     The  treatment  of  the  consecutive  : 
must  be  founded  upon  general  principles.     Death,  when 
curs,  is  evidently  from  effusion  in  the  ventricles. 

I  need  scarcely  say  to  you  that  the  diarrhoea  preceding 
attack  of  Cholera  is  no  ways  identified  with  the  diarrhoea  u 
to  our  country  or  season.  Whilst  in  the  hospitals  in  Mexi 
(where  I  had  the  honor  to  serve,)  I  had  the  opportunity  of 
serving  diarrhoea  in  all  its  phases.  Of  course  I  had  nod 
cully  in  diagnosticating  between  Serous  Diarrhoea  and 
other  forms. 


• 


i^'^^'^-  ■  V  * 


9flS  CA0£  OF  ABSBNOB  OF  THB  UTVftVf. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

€aie  of  Absence  of  the  Uterus. — By  Geo.  Smith  Csawford* 
j^.M.  D.,  of  Chicago. 

;*  Editoes  Journal  :  Gentlemen, — If  you  think  the  enclosed 
'  ^iirOrth  publishing,  it  is  fit  your  service. 

Sept.  19th.     Mrs.  A.  D.,  set.  30,  has  been  married  foarteen 
fc»K)nlhs,  slates  that  she   never  had   any  periodical  discharge 
om  the  vaginja,  excepting  about  two  years  ago,  when  on  one 
secasion  there  was  a  slight  serous  discharge,  which  she  sup 
fotsed  to  be  the  menstrual  fluid  ;  since  girlhood  she  has  had  a 
imall  quantity  of  a  whitish  glairy  fluid  pass  from   the  anus 
before  the  evacuation  of  fecal  matter  ;  about  once  a  month, 
Ae  discharge  would  continue  for  two  or  three  days,  on  her 
going  lo  stool ;  at  those  periods,  she  had  pain  in  the  loins, 
with  general  constitutional  disturbance,  and  enlargement  of 
the  mamma?.     Before  marriage,  she  suffered  much  distress 
4nt>m  pain  and  a  sensation  of  fullness  in  the  abdomen,  not  re- 
ferable to  any  particular  part ;  never  was  sensible  of  any  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  womb ;  since  marriage,  those  anomalous 
ftelings  have  not  caused  her  much  trouble ;  her  general  ap- 
pearance at  present  is  healthy.     On  examination,  I  could  with 
difficulty  introduce  a  small  glass  speculum,  owing  to  unusual 
constriction  of  the  sphincter;  on  withdrawing  the  speculum, 
which  had  not  passed  more  than  inch  beyond  the  sphincter,  I 
satisfied  myself  b\'  a  minute  examination  by  the  vagina  and 
rectum,  that  the  former  terminated  in  a  sac,  and  that  there 
were  no  traces  of  a  uterus. 

Being  desirous  that  my  patient  should  be  fully  satisfied  as 
to  her  condition,  I  appointed  lo  call  next  day  with  a  medical 
friend  well  versed  in  such  mattcTS,  at  which  time  Dr.  Ruttcr 
yftxs  kind  enough  to  atlond,  and,  on  cxjuninution,  coincided 
with  me  as  above  ;  the  depth  of  tlic  vaginnl  sac  does  not  ex- 
ceed I J  i^iches.  She  has  sexual  desires,  and  is  gratified  by 
""'he  attempt  at]  coition. 
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ARTICLE  V.    ' 

Remarlcahle  change  of  'position  of  the  Spleen  and  di$(*ess  of  t 
same. — By  J.  J.  I^escher,  M.D.,of  Mt.  Carmel,  III. 

Sometime  in  the  spring  of '48,  in  the  early  part  of  thee 

ing,  I  was  hastily  called  to  visit  a  widow  kuly,  some  two 

distant,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Wabash  river,  who,  as 

messenger  reported,  was  suffering  intensely  from  a  tumor 

the  right  and   lower  ^ide  of  the  abdomen.  .  As  speedily  a 

could,  I  reached  her  house  when  quite   dark,  and  discove 

the  patient,  aged  35  years,  in  a  very  emaciated 'condition,  ai 

w^iih  intense  agony  depicted  in  her  countenance.     Upon  exan 

nation,  I  discovered  an  immense  tumor  occupying  thn  greal 

part  of  the  right  iliac  region,  dipping  deeply  into  the  adjace 

pelvic  cavity,  where  it  had  formed  permanent  adhesion. 

its  most  central  part  the  tumor,  when  manipulated,  manitcs 

unequivocal  fluctuation,  and    attenuated  integument.     On 

cursory  examination,  and  without  extending  my  manipnlaiio 

beyond  the  more  prominent  part  of  the  tumor,  my  first  imprei 

sion  was,  that  the  patient  was  the  victim  of  an  abscess  of « 

enormously  enlarged  liver.     However,  befire  proceeding  ar 

f^iriher,  I  mndc  inquiries  of  my  patient  concerning  the  histo 

of  her  past  and  present  health  and  condition,  particularly  i 

bearing  on  this  abdominal  enlargement.     Living  in  a  mah 

ous  district  ofcountr^s  she  had,  for  a  series  of  years  prece< 

ing,  been  subject  to  frequent  and  repeateil  attacks  of  Intern; 

tents,  which,  from  neglect,  had  given  rise  to  a  variety  ofai 

ments,  such  as  are    usually  attendant  upon  Ague,  and  l 

constant  introduction  of  miasm.     That,  in  the  meantime,  I 

spleen  became  very  much  enlarged  and  painful — or,  as  si 

denominated  it,  her   "ague  cake"  gn^w  huge  and   tender  1 

the  touch;  and,  that  during  this  time,  she  had  resorted  to  i 

remedial  means,  save  such  as  have  been  handed  down  froi 

familj'  to   family,  and  by  reason  of  their  traditional  value, 'j 

having  been  always  sacredly  entrysled  to  the  care  an4  tra 

mission  of  some  feniale  or  sybil  asclepiad^  bav94ni|(?^t?qi 

become  hallowed.     That,  about  a  year  ago— flaiiog  froiM 
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visit — j^lie  had  exerlod  herself  more  than  was  her  wont,  and  in 
consequence,  rhe  felt  the  "ague  cake"  to  fall  from  its  natural 
position  into  the  right  side.     This  seemed  rather  astounding  to 
me,  having  never  in  the  course  of  my  reading,  or  personal  ob- 
-  servation,  known  such  a  displacement.     I  could  scarcely  give 
*   credence  to  her  statement,  inasmuch  as  we  often  are  the  wit- 
nesses uf  the  excessive  credulity  and  marvellousness  t»f  a  cer- 
tain class  of  femides,  to  which  this  lady  belonged.     Nothing 
loth,  I  extended  my  investigation  of  the  case,  and  discovered, 
and  could  distinctly  trace,  the  transverse  and  a  portion  of  the 
■  descending  colon,  as  having  actually  taken  possession  of  the 
place  once  occupied  by  ihe  spleen,  and  ihe  spleen  displacing  a 
portion  of  the  contents  of  the   right  pelvic  region,  had,  by  in- 
ducing adhesive  inHammaiion,  taken  possession  of  the  same. 
That  there  should   be  no  doubt  in  my  diagnosis,  I  traced  the 
entire  margin  of  the  liver,  as  likewise  ihnt  of  the  now  diseased 
r.Vtlructure,  save  so  much  of  it  as  adhered  to  the  upper  a';d  inner 
V  aspect  of  the  ilium;  and  furihermorf*,  by  deep  pressure  be- 
tween the  liver  and  enlarged  mass,  the  lower  contour  and  ana- 
tomical unevenncss  of  the  former  organ  was  distinctly  percep- 
tible, so  that  I  could  no  longer  doubt. 

Now  I  will  not  pretend  to  sav,  nor  can  I  believe  that  the 
spleen  was  suddenly  lorn  from  its  connection  with  the  stomach, 
omentum,  kidney,  &c.,  but,  that  by  the  gradual  extension  of 
its  connecting  media  to  the  foremcntionei  parts,  it  did,  after 
the  violence  itlirst  sustained,  by  the  Ibrce  of  its  own  weight, 
find  the  pelvic  and  iliac  localities,  where,  in  all  probability,  it 
became  as  an  extraneous  body,  inasmuch  as  its  connecting 
vessels  had  been  obliterated.  That  it  could  not  have  sought 
suddenly  the  iliac  region,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  rupture, 
if  not  entire  severrnce  ofits  bloodvessels  must  have  obtninedt 
which  must  have  given  rise  to  fatal  hemorrhage,  either  from 
the  quantity  of  fluid  so  tbrown  out,  or  from  its  inducing 
peritoneal  inflammation  of  an  erysipelatous  character,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  as  used  in  the  sense  of  John 
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Hunter,  since  ihe  patient  was  eminently  in  a  condition  to  be 
subject  to  such  a  form  of  inflammation — she  being  a  miasmatic 
cachectic.     From  such  an  inflammation  she,  however,  did  n< 
suflTer,  as  1  had  every  reason  to  know. 

I  informed  the  woman  that  she  could  by  no  possibility  ever 
be  restored  to  even  ordinary  health ;  that  the  only  pallialic 
would  be  the  external  evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the  aL 
scess;  to  which  she  readily  assented;  and   I  accordingly  pre 
ceeded  to  plunge  an  abscess  lancet  into  the  most  suitable  poii 
giving  exit  to  a  large  quantity  of  rather  healthy  pus;  whic 
continued  to  flow  pretty  freely  for  six  or  eight  weeks  follow 
ing,  (luring  which  time  I  did  not  see  her;  neither  could  I  gain 
permission  of  a  post-mortem  examination,  which  I  very  mud 
refjrctcd. 

In  a  physiological  point  of  view,  I  deem  this  case  an  intc 
rcsiinc:  one,  indeducinjn^  conclusions  with  reference  to  the  fun 
tional  importance  of  the  spleen  in  the  animal  economy, 
regret  that  I  could   not  have  had  an  opportunity  to  see  t 
patient  at  an  earlier  period,  and  frequently,  so  as  to  have  be 
enabled  to  note  closely,  the  effects  on  the  system  of  so  stran 
a  phenomenon.     I,  however,  satisfied   myself  that  the  fui*. 
lions  of  digestion    and  assimilation  suffered  materially,    ai 
that  my  opinion,  however  novel  it  may  appear,  with  reference 
to  the  spleen,  as  entertained  many  years  since  by  an  eminer 
French  pathologist,  was  strengthened.     The  opinion  to  whici 
I  refer,  is  the  following  : — 

This  puthologian  contended  he  had  proven,  by  dissection 
carefully  conducted,  that  the  spleen  was  a  great  nervous  se- 
creting organ,  analagous  to  the  brain  ;  that,  as  there  are  tw 
sepnrate  and  distinct  systems  of  nerves  in  all  vertebrated  ani- 
mals— the  first  being  designated  as  ih?  automatic  system,  or 
as  1  have  elsewhere  observed,  the  nutritive,  ganglionic,  or  vit 
system,  as  being  that  which  controls  the  involuntary  or  spon- 
taneous motions — the  second,  the  cerebral,  as  controlling  th< 
vobintary  motions ;  that,  as  the  first  system  is  coin  posed 
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the  great  ?ympalliclic,  its  branches,  plexus  and  ganglia,  hav- 
.  jng  especial  cognizance  of  the  nutritive  and  vital  fuQCtions, 
he  asserted  the  spleen  was  an  additaracntnm  to  the  ganglionic 
system  ;  that  it  was  actiiall}'  the  brain  of  the  abdomen,  whose 
function  it  was,  by  the  aid  of  its  adjuncts,  the  ganglia,  to  se- 
crete that  portion  of  the  nervous  fluid  necessary  toward  the 
maintenance  of  heahhy  abdominal  functions.  Hence,  if  this 
theory  be  a  true  one,  how  very  important  and  essentially  ne- 
cessary toward  a  healthy  nutrition,  a  heahhy  and  unimpaired 
con(htion  of  this  abdominal  brain.  That  in  disease  of  the 
■ 'Spleen,  or  its  total  destruction  or  removal  from  the  bod}',  the 
■  abdominal  intelligence  suffers  proportionally.  This  is  a  novel 
theory  of  the  function  of  the  spleen,  and  because  novel,  and 
in  opposition  to  the  generally  received  crude  and  unsatisfac- 
tory opinions  of  ph5'^sioh)gist3,  may  be  discarded  as  one  un- 
worthy an  investigation. 

f  rof.  J.  H.  Miller,  who  wrote  on  this  subject  many  years 
ago,  says:  "The  spleen  being  invariably  found  in  all  the 
higher  classes  of  animals,  is  abundant  evidence  of  its  per- 
forming some  important  duty."  Its  substance  is  more  soft 
than  other  of  the  abdominal*  viscera — is  more  feeble  than  any 
Bubstance  in  the  body,  unless  it  be  the  brain.  It  is  co-exist- 
ent with  the  brain,  and  those  animals  which  arc   devoid  of 

F;  brain,  likewise  want  the  spleen  ;  and  that  wherever  there  is  a 
spleen,  there,  likewise,  is  a  brain  ;  the  inference  is  legitimate, 
ihereforefore,  that  an  intimate  relationship  exists  betvreen  the 

[  two  viscera. 

In  the  language  of  Prfjf.  M.,  "  the  spleen  has  no   marked 

■ 

connection  with  the  cerebral  or  si)inal  nerves,  but  is  identified 
^  with  the  nerves  of  the  spontaneous  S3*stera  as  its  cerebral  or^ 

gan,  therefore,  anj*"  alfinity  which  may  subsist  between  those 
organs,  must  depend  upon  this  system  of  nerves.      Now,  aj 
those  nerves  had  a  prior  existence  to  the  brain  and  its  nerves 
and  were  the  grand  agents  in  their  formation,  and  continue  to 
be  the  same  of  their  sustentation,  the  simultaneous   appear* 
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ance  of  Ine  spleen  unci  brain  can  be  accounted  for  only  upoa 
the  supposition,  that  the  former  is  appended  to  the  spontane-  ■ 
ous  system  of  nerves,  to  aid  it  in  the  supererogatory  duly  of* 
forming  and  sustaining  the  brain  and  its  appendages.     That 
the  spleen  performs  like  offices  for  the  primary  system,  to 
what  the  brain  does  for  the  cerebral  and  spinal,  is  inferred    i 
from  a  similaritv  of  structure.  * 

In  conclusion,  the  following  plain  and  acknowledged  facts 
mil}'  be  noted.     Congestion  or  engorgement  of  the  spleen,  in- 
variably follows  repeated  paroxysms  of  the  Ague,  as  well  i 
being  consequent  npon  a  residence  in  a  marshy  district,  will.- 
out  the  necessary  Ague  following. 

Periodicity  is  of  a   nervous  origin ;   Quinine  is  the  most      y 
powerful  anti-periodic  ngcnt  we  possess ;  that  in  proper  dose* 
it  becomes  a  sedative  ;  and  that  sedation   seeks  the  nervoo* 
system  for  its  manifestation  ;  and,  finally,  Quinine  is  sucfeM- 
fully  resorted  to  in  the  treatment  of  splenetic  derangementf    ^ 
&c.     May  these  facts  not  materially  aid  us  in  investigatiog     ^ 
the  functions  of  the  spleen,  and   its  relation  to  the  brain,  if   '• 
any  such  relation  exist.     It  is  at  least  worthy  some  attenlioQu*' 

—  .     \ 

[It  is  due  to  our  esteemed  correspondent  to  say  that  the  above  aiti^ 
has  bfcn  on  our  table  for  more  than  a  year.  The  extreme  siogalarity  0I  * 
the  rase  induced  us  to  postpone  its  publicafion,  until  further  correspondence 
With  the  author.  Althouf^h  no  post  mortem  examination  was  had,  he  n^ 
8ures  usthere  was  no  p^sibility  of  his  diagnos  is  being  a  mistaken  one,  and  we 
do  not  presume  to  dispute  his  opinion.  We  therefore  publish  the  comma*  ,  . 
nication  as  a  contribution  to  the  curiosities  of  medical  experience  in  nm* 
larious  regions.  As  for  the  speculations  touching  the  functions  of  the 
sjdeer,  our  friend  has  the  satisfftotion  of  knowing  that  if  his  opintoos  are' 
fanciful,  they  a*clike  all  other  hypotheses  on  this  subject. — Eds.] 
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ARTICLE  VI. 


Two  Foetuses  ofuncqunl  size  at  the  same  Abortion, — By  Dr.  F, 
BttADY,  of  Belle  Fountain,  Mehaska  Co.,  Iowa. 

Aug.  13th,  1850 — Called  in  conjunction  with  E.  A.  B.,  M. 
D.,  in  haste  to  see  a  lady,  Mrs.  S.,  aged  about  22,  who  had 
labored  under  a  spinal  affection  for  a  number  of  years.     She 
was  represented  by  her  husband  to  have  been  delivered  of  a 
Tcetus   Sonne  three  hours  previously;  placenta  not  delivered. 
When  we  arrived  we  found  her  connparatively  ea.-y ;  no  labor 
pains,  the  os  uteri  very  much  contracted.     We  tried  in  vain  all 
the  ordinary  means,  except   the  ergot,  to  excite  uterine  con- 
traction ;  we  then  resorted  to  the  secale  corunium  ;  after  exhib- 
iting about  twice  the  ordinary  quantity  pains  came  on  and 
ultimately  dilatation  of  the  os  uieri,  so  as  to  expel  a  small 
mass,  which,  on  examination,  prove{^  to  be  another  foetus,  from 
four  to  five  inches  in  length,  of  ordinary  proportions,  vitality 
.  evidently  having  been  destroyed    within  a  few    hours,  (we 
omjtted  to  mention  that  the  first  fcplus  was  about  12  inches  in 
length,  very  much  decomposed,  with  a  very  nauseous  odor, 
evidently  having  been  dead  for  sometime;   I  think  about  a 
y     month,  as  she  had  a  violent  uterine  hemorrbage   about  that 
I      time,  and  had  been  very  much  indisposed  since).     After  con- 
,       siderable  labor  we  succeeded  in  removing  the  small  placenta, 
^      and  small  portions  of  what  we  supposed  to  be  the  larger  one. 
The  parts  being  very  sensitive,  we  deemed   it  advisable  to 
desist  in  our  efforts  to  produce  expulsion.     In  about  an  hour, 
however,  she  was  delivered  of  a  homogeneous  mass  apparently 
of  very  different  texture  and  color  from  an  ordinary  plucenta, 
:      about  four  inches  in  length,  two  in  breadth,  one  and  a  half  in 
^'     thickness.     It  was  attended  with  very  little  hemorrhage.     She 
has  since  done   well   and    has  pretty   nearly    recovered.     I 
learned    from  her  husband  that  this  was  her  third  abortion, 
f      She  never  bad  a  living  child. 
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Querias. — Could  both  of  them  have  been  conceived  at  the 
same  titi^e,  one  remaining  comparatively  doripant  while  the 
other  grew  to  the  specified  si?e?  or  cxmld  they  have  b^en  con- 
ceived at  different  limes?  What  v^uld  have  piiused  tbc  pla- 
centa, if  such  it  was,  to  assume  that  shape %nd  appearance? 
These  are  questions  I  feel  myself  inadequate  to  solve. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

TreaimetU  of  Rvlwda  by  Inunction. — By  JoHfir  Evah^.  MiP.y 
Prof,  of  Obsteirics»  &c.,  in  Rush  Medical  College,  etc.i  etc* 

June  i,  1890,  Miss  F.,  aged  16  years»  wbb  laboriDg 
under  the  symptoms  that  characterize  a  violent  attack  of  iM^fi- 
sles.  The  febrile  action  was  8trong~pain  in  the  extremitiQa, 
loins  and  head,  severe — the  eyes  were  injected,  Bufiused  and 
intolerant  of  light— distressing  nausea  was  constant,  i^nd  ,tbe 
characteristic  eruption  was  well  marked  upon  the  Jace*  »^k 
and  breast. 

I  gave  Dovers  powder  grs.  viij.  every  six  hours  with  free 
use  of  warm  teas. 

Finding  no  abatement  of  the  distressing  symptoms  the  nierxt 
morning,  i  determined  to  use  inunction,  and,  as  practiced  ;by 
Dr.  Schneeman  in  Scarlatina,  directed  the  patient  to  be  rubbed 
with  a  piece  of  fat  bacon  over  the  entire  cutaneous  surface^ 

The  relief  was  marked  by  the  subsidence  of  all  the  distress- 
sing  symptoms  in  a  few  hours,  and  the  application  was  repeat- 
ed twice  the  next  day.  No  other  treatment  was  applied  except 
the  &ee  use  of  warm  teas.  The  recovery  was  more  rapid 
than  I  had  before  seen  in  such  cases,  and  without  any  disagnee-^ 

able  sequel. 

4 
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Two  other  members  of  the  same  family  were  treated  by  the 
inunction  with  the  same  favorable  results. 

I  have  since  used  the  plan  of  treatm^tin  a  number  of  cases 
and  with  uniform  and  prompt  relief. 


J 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Tracheotomy  for  Abscess  in  the  root  of  the  tongue,  resulting  success* 
fully. — By  Daniel  Brainard,  M.D.,  rrof.  of  Surgery  in 
Rush  Medical  College. 

On  the  30th  June,  1850,  I  was  invited  by  Dr.  Bassett,  ol 
«^fais  city,  late  in  the  evening,  to  see  a  child  about  one  year  old 
laboring  under  the  most  urgent  symptoms  of  suffocation. 
..There  was  a  swelling  beneath  the  left  angle  of  the  jaw  extend- 
ing forward  beneath  the  chin;  the  tongue  was  swollen  at  its 
base,  and  the  tonsils  were  much  enlarged.  The  swelling  had 
existed  and  gradually  increased  for  about  a  week.  On  exam- 
Hiing  the  tumor  beneath  the  angle  of  the  jaw  I  thought  fluctue- 
tion  was  perceptible,  and,  passing  a  bistoury  deeply  into  it, 
bad  the  satisfaction  of  finding  it  followed  by  a  copious  dis- 
charge of  pus. 

Not  doubting  that  this  would  be  followed  by  prompt  relief  I 
made  preparation  to  leave  the  house,  when  I  noticed  that  the 
child's  breathing  became  more  difficult  and  instant  death  was 
threatened,  when  I  proceeded,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to  open 
the  trachea.  This  gave  immediate  relief.  On  passing  a 
.  probe  into  the  opening  of  the  abscess,  it  passed  above  the  os 
hyoides  and  in  front  of  the  epiglottis  nearly  to  the  opposite  side. 
This  opening  was  kept  pervious  by  the  introduction  of  a  piece 
ofbougie;  breathing  continued  partially  through  the  artificial 
opening  for  about  a  month,  when  it  closed,  the  child  being 
quite  well.  Abscesses  in  the  base  of  the  tongue  and  at  the  ttdet 
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of  and  behind  the  pharynx,  are  often  fatal.  In  an  urgent  case 
called  idiopathic  glossitis,  of  several  days'  standing,!  plunged 
a  bistoury  in  the  naedian  line,  midway  between  the  chin  and 
OS  h3niides,  upward  and  backward,  about  two  inches ;  insert- 
ing a  tent,  a  free  discharge  of  pus  soon  took  place  and  the  pa- 
tient was  relieved. 

After  the  operation  for  Tracheotomy  I  find  the  best  way  of 
preventing  the  opening  from  closing  is  by  ligatures  passed 
through  the  tissues  on  each  side  and  tied  behind  the  neck. 

Chicago,  Oct.  1,  1850. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

Poisoning  by  Stramonium. — By  Ira  E.  Oatman,  M.D.,  of  Dun- 
dee, III. 

On  the  21st  of  Sept.,  at  7  P.  M.,  I  was  called  in  haste  t« 
see  a  little  boy,  3  or  4  years  old.  He  presented  the  following 
symptoms,  viz.:  Hot  skin,  flushed  countenance,  full  pulse,  di- 
*  lated  pupils  and  total  blindness.  He  had  occasional  convul- 
sions, violent  spasms,  and  furious  delirium, — greatly  increased 
by  giving  liquids  or  medicines,  or  by  putting  him  into  warm 
water.  He  screamed  wildly  and  hideously;  and  raved  and 
yelled  equal  to  the  woist  case  of  delirium  tremens.  The  ear- 
lier symptoms  were  those  of  poisoning  with  alcohol:  but  his 
brother  thought  he  had  eaten  a  thorn  apple ;  and  he  said,  (when 
first  taken)  yes,  he  had  **  eat  it  all  up."  Some  ground  mus- 
tard advised  by  another  physician  had  not  vomited  him,  and 
his  agony  was  intense.  The  Sul.  Zinc,  and  Ipecac,  in  large 
emetic  doses,  assisted  by  copious  draughts  of  warm  water,  dis- 
lodged the  seeds  and  inner  portions  of  the  pod  with  difficulty 
from  the  stomach.  He  then  sank  into  a  profound  sleep,  with 
dilated  and  immovable  pupils  and  general  iosensibilitj.    I 
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ordered  i  oz.  Castor  Oil,  in  warm  milk,  eveYy  ftoQr,  attd  tihe 
'tame,  per  euemata.  Gave  some  stimulants,  atid  aj^plied  cold 
'\o  the  head.    Early  the  next  morning  I  wdis  awakened  by 

the  father  of  the  child,  who  said  he  had  come  to  t^ll  Oie  thatl 
'^lieed  not  call  again,  for  his  boy  was  '*  well.*^    H6  ia  tiow  h 

good  health. 

I  submit  this  case  that  every  one  'may  be  i^ard&d  agaiM 

^is  poisonf  so  abundant  in  all  parts  of  the  coudtiy* 
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ARTICLE  I. 

Medieai  Juritprudei^ce. — By  'Alfred  Tatlor,  F.  R.  S.,  Li- 
centiate of  the  Rpyal  College  of  Physicians;  Member  of  tbo. 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons;  and  Professor  of  Medical  Juri^r 
prudence  and  Chemistry  at  Guy's  Hospital.  Second  Ame- 
rican, from  the  third' London  edition;  with  notes  and  addi- 
tions by  R.  EoaLESPiBLD  Oriff^h,  M.  D.,  kc,  PhiladeW 
fhia:  Lea  &  Blanchard,  1850;  pp.,  670;  8vo.  (From  the 
ublishers,  ami  for  sale  by  Jos.  Keen,  Jr.,  &  BroLber,  l^\^ 
Lake  street,  Chicago.) 

Afedical  Jurisprudence  is  the  common  ground  on  which  tb^ 
legal  and  medical  professions  meet;  although  we  are  sorry  to 
say  that  it  is  a  soil  not  sufficiently  cultivated  by  either.  We 
are  pleased  to  see,  however,  that  the  apathy  heretofore  prevail- 
ing on  this  subject  is  giving  way  to  a  more  cultivated  and  en- 
lightened sentiment.  As  an  evidence  of  this  we  cite  the  fact 
of  a  demand  for  a  second  edition  of  the  work  above  mentioned. 
We  believe  it  is  universally  conceded  that  a  medical  man  is 
the  proper  person  to  write  a  work  on  Medical  Jurisprudencot 
inasmuch  as  a  physician  is  more  conversant  with  the  detail^  of 
Anatomy,  Physiology,  &c.,  than  a  lawyer  can  possibly  be. 

It  is  not  excess  of  praise  to  say  th^t  the  volume  before  us,  is 
the  very  best  treatise  extant  on  Medical  Jurisprudence.  la 
saying  this,  we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  detracting 
from  the  merits  of  the  qxcellent  works  of  Beck,  RyaOi  Traill, 
Guy  and  others ;  but  in  interest  and  value  we  think  it  must  be 
conceded  that  Taylor's  is  superior  to  anything  that  has  prece- 
ded it. 

The  author  is  already  well  known  to  the  profession  by  his 
valuable  treatise  on  Poisons ;  and  the  present  yplu^ine  WiU  add 
materiiilly  ^  bji^  high  n^pqt^oq  fcr  fccmi^e  fpc)  eztensiy^ 
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knowledge  and  discriminating  judgment.  Were  'we  disposed 
to  be  hyper-critical,  we  could  lay  our  finger  here  and  there  on 
a  trifling  inaccuracy,  or  an  indefiniteness  in  the  employment 
of  technical  terms  and  phrases;  but  these  are  comparatively 
insignificant  inatters,  which  do  not  affect  the  general  value  of 
the  volume. 

The  principles  of  law  applicable  to  a  given  case  are  suc- 
cinctly but  comprehensively  announced ;  the  facts  material  to 
the  general  issue  are  acutely  discriminated  from  those  which 
are  unimportant  or  irrelevant;  whilst  the  value  of  the  volume 
is  much  enhanced  by  details  of  cases  already  adjudicated. 
Dr.  Griffith  has,  in  his  notes,  added  many  matters  of  interest 
with  reference  to  American  Statute  Law,  &c.,  so  that  the 
work  is  brought  completely  up  to  the  wants  of  the  physician 
and  lawyer  at  the  present  day.  M. 


ARTICLE  II. 

• 

A  Theoretical  and  Practical  Treatise  on  Miiwifery^  induding 
the  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition. — By  P.  Cazbau, 
Adjunct  Professor  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  etc., 
etc.  (Adopted  by  the  Royal  Council  of  Instruction.) 
Translated  from  the  second  French  edition  with  occasional 
notes  and  a  copius  index  by  Robert  P.  Thomas,  M.D*, 
Member  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society;  late 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  Franklin  Medical  College» 
etc.  With  one  hundred  and  seventeen  illustrations;  pp. 
765;  8vo.     Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakison,  1860. 

This  isawell  digested  treatise,  translated  m  aclear  and  good 
style,  and  got  up  in  the  usual  excellent  manner  of  the  publish* 
ers. 

Although  we  have  a  number  of  text  books,  for  students  and 
practitioners  upon  the  iBubfect  of  obstetijcs  already  beftm  tfie 
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profession,  we  think  there  is  still  room,  especially  as  every 
new  work  should  embody  the  improvements  and  discoveries 
that  are  constantly  being  made. 

The  French  are,  generally,  well  posted  up  in  reference  to 
improvements,  and  the  work  before  us  shows  abundant  evi- 
dence of  the  fact.  E. 


ARTICLE  III. 

General  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica;  adapted  for  a  Med- 
ical  Text  Book, — By  Robley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  Professor 
of  Institutes  of  Medicine,  &c.,  in  Jefferson  Medical  College 
of  Philadelphia;  formerly  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics  in  the  Universities  of  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
and  in  Jeflferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.  One 
hundred  and  eighty-two  illnstrations.  Fourth  edition,  re- 
vised and  improved.  Philadelphia:  Lea  &Blanchard,  1850; 
2  vols.,  8vo.,  pp.  996.  (From  the  Publishers,  and  for  sale 
by  S.  C.  Griggs*&Co.,  Ill  Lake  street,  Chicago.) 

Prof.  Dunglison  is  one  of  the  most  voluminous  of  medical 
authors,  and  is  in  himself  almost  a  refutation  of  the  proverb, 
"nonomnes  omnia  possumus."  That  his  labors  are  kindly 
appreciated  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  the  work  be- 
fore  us  has  already  run  through  three  editions,  and  a  fourth 
has  been  called  for.  In  this  edition  the  learned  and  indefati- 
gable author  has  made  extensive  additions  and  alterations,  and 
illustrated  it  with  quite  a  number  of  wood-cuts,  which  add  to 
its  value.  In  our  very  limited  space  it  is  impossible  to  give 
anything  like  an  analysis  of  what  we  conceive  to  be  its  merits 
or  defects  as  a  system  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 
As  the  work  has  long  been  before  the  medical  public,  and  has 
acquired  the  reputation  of.a  standard  authority,  we  only  deem 
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It  necessary  to  observe  that  this  edition  is,  in  raUny  particular, 
an  improvement  on  any  that  has  preceded  it.  The  publish- 
ers have,  as  usual,  brought  out  the  work  in  excellent  style. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

History  of  Medical  Education  and  Institutions  in  the  Unittd 
States^  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  British  Colonies  to  the 
year  1S50,  with  a  clia.pter  on  the  present  condition  and  wants  of 
ike  Profession^  and  the  means  necessary  for  supplying  tkote 
stints  ajid  elevating  the  character y  and  extending  the  usefmbuss 
of  the  whole  Profession* — By  N.  S.  Davis,  M.Dm  Pnitessor 
bt'  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege; memberotthe  American  Medical  Associalion;  Per- 
manent member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Stale  of  New 
Yoik;  corresponding  member  of  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Associa- 
tion ;  member  of  the  Illinois  State  Medical  Society*  etc.  pp. 
228;  12mo.    Cfaicago^S,  C.  Griggs  &  Co.,  1850.     (Fromi 

the  Publishers.) 

Our  readers  will,  with  this  number  of  the  Journal,  receive 
the  conclusion  of  a  copy  of  this  valuable  work,  and  of  course  it 
will  be  unnecessary  for  us  to  give  an  analysis  of  its  interest-* 
tag  contents.  We  congratulate  the  physicians  of  the  wbda 
ebuntry  upon  the  privilege,  now  for  the  first  time  offered  them^ 
ef  reading  a  connected  history  of  their  profession  in  this  coun- 
tiy.  It  should  be  in  everj^  American  physician's  library ;  for 
mrhbt  that  loves  his  profession,  does  not  wish  to  learn  its  history 
in  his  own  country. 

The  neat  and  substantial  manner  in  which  this^  the  first 
mei'ical  book  published  in  our  city,  is  got  up,  speaks  well  for 
the  publishers,  and  adds  another  to  the  numerous  ^evideticeft 
of  western  skHl  and  emerpriie.        ,  S»    , 
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ARTICLE  V. 

Essays  on  the  Puerperal  Fever  and  other  diseases  pecvliar  to  uHh- 
tnen^  selected  from  the  writings  of  British  Authors  previous  to 
the  dose  of  the  Eighteenth  Century. — Edited  by  Fleetwood 
Churchill,  M.D.,  M.R.I.A.  Hon.  Fellow  of  ihe  College  of 
Physicians  of  Ireland  ;  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Ame- 
rican Naiional  Institute;  Hon.  Member  of  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Society,  &c.,  &c ,  &c.  Philadelphia:  Lea  & 
Blanchard,  1850;  pp.  464;  8vo.  (From  the  Publishers,  and 
for  sale  by  S.  C.  Griggs  &  Co.,  Chicago.) 

This  volume  was  prepared  by  the  author  at  the  request  of 
the  Sydenham  Society^  an  association  formed  for  the  praise- 
worthy purpose  of  re- printing  and  preserving  in  an  accessible 
form  the  writings  of  the  old  British  Authors,  i  Dr.  Churchill 
has  collected  the  essays  of  Denman,  Hulme,  Leake,  Gordon, 
Clarke,  and  others,  principally  on  Puerperal  Fever;  prefacing 
them  by  a  very  interesting  and  valuable  history  of  the  various 
epidemics  of  this  disease,  from  the  year  1746.  Of  course  it  is 
interesting  to  peruse  the  views  of  the  old  authors  on  a  disease 
attended  by  such  a  frightful  fatality  as  Puerperal  Fever;  and 
Dr.  Churchill  has  conferred  a  favor  on  the  profession,  by  as- 
suming the  editorial  supervision  of  these  essays.  It  is  enter- 
taining, as  well  as  instructive,  to  note  the  gradual  progress 
towards  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  pathology  and  treatment 
of  this  frightful  scourge  of  wom^  n;  and  serves  to  remind  us  of 
our  obligations  to  the  fathers  of  medicine.  As  we  shall  prob- 
ably hereafter  have  something  more  to  say  concerning  this  vol- 
ume, we  close  our  notice  for  the  present  by  assuring  our  read- 
ers that  they  will  find  this  volume  a  valuable  one,  both  in  a 
historical  and  practical  point  of  view.  M. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

On  the  use  and  abuse  of  Alcoholic  Liquors^  in  Health  and  Dis- 
ease. — Prize  Essay,  by  William  B.  Carpbnter,  M.D.,  F. 
R.S.,  F.G.S.,  Examiner  in  Physiology  in  the  Universiiy  of 
London,  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  UniversitT 
College,  and  author  of  **  Principles  of  Human  Physiology," 
etc.,  etc.  Philadelphia:  Lea  &  Blanchard,  1850";  pp.201; 
12mo.     (From  the  Publishers,  and  for  sale  by  J.  Keen,  Jr. 

.     &  Bro.) 

To  this  little  volume  was  adjudged  the  prize  of  a  hundred 
guineas  for  the  best  essay  on  the  use  and  abuse  of  Alcoholic 
Liquors,  as  a  beverage  or  as  Therapeutic  agents.  Intemper- 
ance IS  a  subject  of  extreme  interest  to  medical  men,  as  bear- 
ing on  public  Hygiene;  and  we  are  glad  to  see  a  man  occupy- 
ing the  eminent  position  of  Professor  Carpenter  devoting  his 
attention  to  it.  We  cannot  give  to  our  readers  more  fully  the 
design  and  scope  of  the  volume,  than  by  pre  enting  them  the 
following  extract  from  the  author's  preface.  He  desires  to  im- 
press upon  his  readers  the  foUowirig  conclusions. 

*'  In  the  Jirst  place.  That,  from  a  scientific  examination  i^ 
the  modus  operandi  of  Alcohol  upon  the  Human  body,  when 
taken  in  :x poisonous  dose,  or  to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce  In- 
toxication, we  may  fairly  draw  inferences  with  regard  to  the 
specific  effects  which  it  is  likely  to  produce,  when  repeatedly 
taken  in  excess,  but  not  to  an  immediately  fatal  amoimt. 

Secondlij,  That  the  consequences  of  the  excessive  use  of  Alco- 
holic liquors,  as  proved  by  the  experience  of  the  Medical  Pro- 
fession, and  universally  admitted  by  medical  wi  iters,  hemg 
precisely  such  as  the  study  of  its  effects  in  poisonous  and  im- 
mediately fatal  doses  would  load  us  to  anticipate,  we  are  furlh- 
erjustified  in  expecting  lliat  the  habitual  use  of  smaller  quan- 
tities of  these  liquors,  if  sufficiently  prolonged,  will  uhtmatelj 
be  attended,  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  with  consequences 
prejudicial  to  the  human  system, — the  morbid  actions  thus  en- 
gendered being  likely  rather  to  be  chronic,  than  acute,  in  their 
character. 

**TA*r(Z/y,  That  as  such  morbid  actions  are  actually  found  to 
be  among  the  most  common  disorders  of  persons  advaaced  ia 
life,  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  a  *  moderate  *  allow- 
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ance  of  alcoholic  liquors,  there  is  very  slrong  ground  for  re- 
garding them  as  in  a  great  degree  dependent  upon  the  asserted 
ca'jse ;  although  the  long  postponement  of  their  efiects  may 
render  it  impossible  to  demonstrate  the  existence  of  such  a  con- 
nection. 

'*  Fourthly^  That  the  preceding  conclusion  is  fully  borne  out 
by  the  proved  results  of  the  'moderate'  use  of  Alcoholic  li- 
quors, in  producing  a  marked  liability  to  the  acute  forms  of 
similar  diseases  in  hot  dim-  tes,  where  their  action  is  acceler- 
ated by  other  conditions;  and  also  by  the  analogous  facts  now 
universally  admitted,  in  regard  to  the  remotely  injurious  effects 
of  slight  excess  in  diet,  imperfect  aeration  of  the  blood,  insuffi- 
cient repose,  and  other  like  violations  of  the  Laws  of  Health, 
when  habitually  practiced  through  a  long  period  of  time. 

'' Fifthly y  That  the  capacity  of  the  he"althy  human  system 
to  sustain  as  much  bodily  or  mental  labor  as  it  can  be  legiti- 
mately called  upon  to  perform,  and  its  power  of  resisting  the 
extremes  of  Heat  and  -old,  as  well  as  other  depressing  agen- 
cies, are  not  augmented  by  the  use  of  Alcoholic  liquors;  but 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  their  use,  under  such  circumstances, 
tends  positively  to  the  impairment  of  that  capacity. 

^^ Sixthly,  That,  where  there  is  a  deficiency  of  power,  on  the 
part  of  the  system,  to  carry  on  its  normal  actions  with  the  en- 
ergy and  regularity  wfcich  constitute  health,  such  power  can 
rarely  be  imparted  by  the  habitual  use  of  Alcoholic  liquors; 
its  deficiency  being  generally  consequent  upon  some  habitual 
departure  from  the  laws,  for  which  the  use  of  Alcoholic  liquors 
cannot  compensate;  and  the  employment  of  such  liquors,  al- 
though with  temporary  effect  of  palliating  the  disorder,  having 
not  merely  a  remotely  injurious  effect  per  se,  but  also  tending  to 
mask  the  action  of  other  morbific  causes,  by  rendering  the 
system  more  tolerant  of  them. 

^'Seventhly,  That,  consenuently,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Medical 
Practitioner  to  discourage  as  much  as  possible  the  habitual  use 
of  Alcoholic  liquors,  in  however  'moderate'  a  quantity,  by  all 
persons  in  ordinary  health;  and  to  seek  to  remedy  these  slight 
departures  from  health  which  result  from  the  'wear  and  tear' 
of  active  life  by  the  means  which  shall  most  directly  remove 
or  antagonize  their  causes,  instead  of  by  such  as  simply  palli- 
ate their  effects. 

"  Eighthly,  That,  whilst  the  habitual  use  of  Alcoholic  iquors, 
even  in  th»»  most 'moderate' amount,  is  likely  (except  in  a 
few  rare  instances)  to  be  rather  injurious  than  beneficial,  great 
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benefit  may  be  derived,  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  from  the 
medicinal  use  of  Alcohol  in  appropnate  cases;  but  that  the 
same  care  should  be  employed  in  the  discriminating  selectioQ 
of  those  cases,  as  would  be  taken  by  the  coDscientioua  practi- 
tioner in  regard  to  the  administration  of  any  other  powerful, 
remedy  which  is  poisonous  in  large  doses." 

The  following  powerful  paragraphs  contain  our  authoi^s 

views  on  the  Tot(tl  Abstinence  question : 

**He  cannot  allow  it  to  go  forth,  however,  without  express- 
ing his  conviction  that,  whilst  there  are  adequate  Medical  rea- 
sons for  Abstinence  from  the  liabitual  use  of  even  a  ^moderate* 
quantity  of  Alcoholic  liquors,  there  are  also  strong  Moral 
£;rounds  for  Abstinence  from  \\\\x\.  occasional  use  of  them  which 
18  too  frequently  thought  to  be  requisite  for  social  enjoymentt 
and  to  form  an  essential  part  of  the  rites  of  hospitality.  The 
experience  of  every  practitioner  must  bring  the  terrible  results 
of  Intemperance  frequently  before  his  eyes;  but,  whilst  he  is 
thus  rendered  familiar  with  its  consequences  as  regards  tiuK- 
viduals,  few,  save  those  who  have  expressly  inquired  into  the 
subject,  have  any  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  social  evils  re^fulling 
from  it,  or  of  the  degree  in  which  they  press  upon  every  mem- 
ber of  the  community.  The  Author  believes  that  he  is  fully 
justified  in  the  assertion  that,  among  tibose  who  have  thus  io- 
qiiired,  there  is  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  fact  that,  of  all  the 
cauaes  which  are  at  present  conspiring  to  degrade  the  physi- 
cal, moral,  and  intellectual  condition  of  the  mass  of  the  |>eopIei 
there  is  not  one  to  be  compared  in  potency  with  the  Abuse  ef 
Alcoholic  liquors;  and  that,  if  this  could  be  done  away  witbi 
the  removal  of  all  the  other  causes  would  be  immeasurably 
promoted.  Every  one  who  wishes  well  to  his  kind,  thereforct 
nlust  be  interested  in  the  inquiry  how  this  monster-evil  can  be 
best  eradicated. 

"Now  the  Author  considers  that  the  best  answer  to  this  in- 
quiry has  been  found  in  the  results  of  experience.  A  fair  trial 
has  been  given,  both  in  this  country  and  the  United  States,  to 
societies  which  advocated  the  principle  of  Temperance^  and 
which  enlisted  in  their  support  a  large  number  of  intelligeot 
and  influential  men ;  but  it  has  been  found  that  little  or  no  giiod 
has  been  effected  by  them,  among  the  classes  on  whom  it  was 
most  desirable  that  their  influence  should  be  exerted,  except 
where  those  who  were  induced  to  join  them  really  adopted  the 
Total  Ahuinmce  principle.    Though  be  agrees  fully  with  thoss 


CARPEXTKR  ON  ALCOHOLIC  LIQUORS*  887 

ivfao  maintain  that,  ifnW  the  world  would  be  really  temperate f 
there  would  be  no  need  of  Tolal  Abstinence  Societ'es,  the  Au- 
thor cannot  adopt  the  inference  that  those  who  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  Temperance  cause  may  legitimately  rest  satisfied 
with  this  measure  of  advocacy.  For  sad  experience  hfts 
shown  that  a  large  proportion  of  mankind  cannot^  partly  for 
waul  of  the  self-restraint  which  proceeds  from  moral  and  reli- 
gious culture,  be  temperate  in  the  use  of  Alcoholic  liquors;  and 
that  the  reformation  of  those  who  have  acquired  habits  of  in- 
tempernnce  cannot  be  accomplished  by  any  means  short  of  en- 
tire Abstinence  from  fermented  liquors.  Further,  experience 
has  shown  that,  in  the  present  dearth  of  effectual  education 
among  the  masses,  and  with  the  existing  temptations  to  Intem- 
perance arising  out  of  the  force  of  example,  the  almost  com- 
pulsory drinking-usages  of  numerous  trades,  and  the  encour- 
agement which  in  various  ways  is  given  to  the  abuse  of 
Alcoholic  liquors,  nothing  short  of  Total  Abstinence  can  pre- 
vent the  continuance,  in  the  rising  generation,  of  the  terrible 
evils  which  we  have  at  present  to  deplore.  And  lastly,  expe- 
rience has  also  proved  that  this  reformation  cannot  be  carried 
to  its  required  extent,  without  jthe  co-operation  of  the  educated 
classes;  and  that  their  influence  can  only  be  effectually  exert- 
ed by  example.  There  is  no  case  in  which  the  superiority  of 
example  over  mere  p^^c^pt  is  more  decided  and  obvious  than 
it  is  in  this.  *I  practice  total  abstinence  myself,'  is  foun  I  to 
be  worth  a  thousand  exhortations;  and  the  lamentable  failure 
of  the  advocates  who  cannot  employ  this  argument  should 
lead  all  those  whose  position  calls  upon  them  to  exert  their  in- 
fluence to  a  serious  consideration  of  the  claims  which  their 
duty  to  society  should  set  up,  in  opposition  to  their  individual 
feelings  of  taste  or  comfort. 

How  many  of  our  readers  acknowledge  the  force  of  these 

remarks,  and  are  yet  compelled  to  say  with  the  Roman  Poet, 

Video,  proboqne  meHora, 


Deteriora  seqaor? 

We  ask  this  question  without  intending  any  invidious  insinua- 
tions, but  merely  to  induce  the  profession  to  take  into  serious 
consideration  their  duty  in  the  premises  as  conservators  of  the 
public  health,  and  as  good  citizens  sohcitous  to  remove  a  fes* 
tering  spot  which  has  long  been  threatening  to  destroy  the  veiy 
vitals  of  the  body  politic  and  social. 
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The  high  professional  reputation  of  Prof.  Carpenter  is  a  suf- 
Gcient  guaranty  that  the  subject  is  treated  ably ;  and  bis  dis- 
tinct avowal  that  he  is  a  member  of  no  special  Temperance 
organization  is  strong  presumptive  proof  that  he  has  per- 
formed his  task  impartially.  We  therefore  recommend  this 
volume  as  the  best  treatise  extant  on  the  subject  of  the  use  Itod 
abuse  of  Alcoholic  liquors.  M* 


ARTICLE  VII. 

A  practical  Treatise  on  Inflammation  of  the  Uterus  and  itsappen- 
dages,  and  on  Ulcerations  and  indurations  of  the  neck  of  tke 
Uterus. — By  James  Henry  Bennett,  M.D.,  Member  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  etc.  Second  American, 
from  the  second  London  edition,  pp.  365;  gvo.  Philadel- 
phia: Lea  &  Blanchard,  1850.  (From  the  Publishers, 
through  J.  Keen,  Jr.  &  Bro.) 

This  work,  which  has  attracted  so  much  attention  both  in 
this  country  and  Europe,  on  account  of  the,  previously  unsus- 
pected, frequency  of  ulceration  of  the  cervix  Uteri  which  it 
asserts,  is  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  profession.  The 
frequent  practice  of  vaginal  examinations  with  the  speculam, 
called  for  by  the  doctrines  taught  in  this  work,  has  met  the 
reprehension  of  Dr.  R.  Lee  and  other  eminent  obstetricians; 
but  the  whole  argument  seems  to  result  in  a  conclusion  that 
the  use  of  the  speculum  ought  not  to  be  abused.  It  is  clear 
that  too  frequent  use  of  the  speculum,  would  be  by  no  means 
as  serious  an  error,  as  an  omission  of  its  use  where  it  was  ac* 
tually  necessary  to  develope  the  true  nature  of  the  case. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

Cases  of  Aithma  succestfully  treated  by  Nitric  Acid. — By  T.  S. 
Hopkins,  M.  D.,  of  Bethel,  Glynn  county,  Georgia. 

The  following  five  cases  of  Asthma,  cured  by  the  use  of  Ni- 
tric Acid,  have  occurred  in  my  practice  since  the  summer  of 
1847.  It  is  not  my  desire  to  attempt  any  explanation  as  to 
the  modus  operandi  of  this  medicine  m  the  above  disease.  Its 
beneficial  effects  were  accidentally  discovered,  and,  after  a 
fair  trial  in  five  consecutive  cases,  with  the  most  entire  success, 
I  am  induced  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  profession,  tiust- 
ing  I  hat  in  other  hands  than  my  own  it  may  prove  a  potent 
agent  for  the  relief  of  a  disease  which  so  often  resists  the  best 
directed  treatment.  Several  of  these  cases  were  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty -five  miles  distant  from  my  office.  Most  of  them 
were  not  seen  by  me  from  the  time  of  my  firat  visit  and  pre- 
scription until  a  ciire  had  been  effected.  I  describe  them  as  I 
found  them  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  and  from  the  history  given 
by  parents  and  masters,  which  I  think  can  be  depended  upon. 

Case  I. — Emma,  negro  girl,  aged  five  yeare,  belonging  to 
Mr.  T.  G.,  had  been  asthmatic  almost  from  birth.  Nightly 
paroxysms  of  dyspnoea,  cough,  &c.,  were  represented  as  most 
distressing.  During  the  day  she  would  be  up  and  about  the 
yard  with  the  other  children.  At  the  time  that  1  saw  her,  her 
respiration  was  somewhat  embarrassed,  with  slight  elevation 
of  the  shoulders  during  inspiration,  tind  avery  distmct  mucous 
rale.  Her  a[)petite  was  impaired  and  her  countenance  cheer- 
less. 

I  ojn^ered  nitric  acid,  three  drops,  to  be  increased  to  five, 
three*  times  daily,  in  a  wineglassful  of  sugared  water.  A 
month  elppsed  before  I  again  saw  this  patient,  at  which  time 
every  symptom  of  disease  had  disappeared.  I  prescribed  for 
her  yi  December,  1847,  and  uptodate  no  s)'mptom  of  asthma 
has  returned. 

Case  II. — I  was  called  in  November,  184S,  to  see  W.  8., 
aged  about  six  years»  son  of  a  planter  of  Glynn  county*    I  wai 
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informed  that  this  boy  had  been  a  subject  of  asthma  for  four 
or  five  3'ears;  that  no  expense  had  been  spared  la  seeking  for 
relief  in  his  case;  and  that  all  the  efforts  of  the  best  physicians 
in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  had  resided,  had  been  in  vain* 
When  I  saw  him,  he  had  cou^h,  slight  d3'spnGea,  with  mu* 
cous  rale  distinctly  audible  at  the  distance  of  several  fee^.  By 
walking  up  and  down  the  steps  of  ihe  house  once  or  twiceytw 
difficulty  of  breathing  and  cough  would  be  much  increased. 
He  was  very  lively  and  cheerful,  with  a  good  appeiite,  and 
had  had  no  fevei  for  months.  His  father  informed  me  th«tt 
upon  the  least  exposure  during  the  day,  he  would  be  attacked 
at  night  with  the  most  fearful  symptoms*  Wheezing,  pantiogy 
incessant  cough,  distressing  dyspnoea,  with  impending  suflb- 
cation,  were  the  inevitable  consequences  (at  night)  of  exposure 
during  the  day. 

I  ordered  nitric  acid,  five  drops,  three  times  daily,  in  a 
wineglass  of  sugared  water,  with  a  strict  avoidance  of  expo* 
sure. 

In  a  fortnight,  he  had  been  so  much  relieved  that  his  parents 
imagined  him  cured,  and  discontinued  rhe  acid.  In  a  few 
da3's  he  relapsed,  and  I  was  again  sent  for.  I  ordered  the 
acid  to  be  continued,  as  before,  and  in  one  month  from  tbe 
time  of  my  first  visit  he  was  cured. 

Up  to  date  there  has  been  no  return  of  disease. 

This  boy's  father  died  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.  Several  of 
.his  mother's  family  have  died  of  the  same  disease;  and  all  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  without  an  exception,  have  in  earl? 
childhood  been  sufferers  from  enlargement  of  tonsils  and  ulcer- 
ated sore  throat.     He  is  now  the  picture  of  health. 

Case  HI. — A  mulatto  girl,  belonging  to  Mr.  W.  D.  T.,  aged 
four  years.     This  was  a  case  of  congenital  asthma. 

The  symptoms  in  this  and  the  following  case  (aged  about 
four  years)  were  so  similar  to  those  of  Case  I.  that  I  shall  not 
describe  them. 

The  treatment  was  nitric  acid,  three  drops  three  times  dailj, 
in  a  wineglass  of  sugared  water.  . 

This  case  resisted  the  treattnent  rather  longer  tharfuie  oth- 
er cases,  but  was  cured  in  about  six  weeks* 

In  Case  IV.,  the  immediate  effects  of  the  acid  were  per- 
ceived in  a  few  days;  and  in  eight  or  ten  days  she  wai 
cured. 

Casb  v.— -I  never  saw.  It  was  a  negro  girl  beloogiog  to 
Ux.  C.|  of  Camdea  county.    She  was  aeveo  jears  oif 
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Her  master  applieil  to  me  for  a, prescription,  after  giving  some 

^f  themosi  prominent  symptoms,  which  convinced  me  that  the 

case  \^a3  asthma,  as  he  had  declared  it  to  Jbe. 

I  prescribed  five  drops  of  nitric  acid,  three  times  daily, 

I  heard  nothing  more  of  this  case  for  several  months  after  I 

had  prescribed,  when  I  was  informed  by  her  master  that  she 

was  well. 

A  sufiicient  time  has  elapsed,  in  all  these  cases,  to  convince 
ffiQ  that  ihey  have  been  radically  cured. 

Should  you  deem  the  above  remarks  and  cases  worthy  a 
ilace  in  your  valuable  journal,  you  will  please  to  insert  them- 

is  at  lease  new  in  the  treatment  of  asthma.-^^/iter.  Jour. 
Med.  Scu 


t 


ARTICLE  IL 

New  Adhesive   Dressing  — By  Dr.  Meli^ez. 

The  eagerness  with  which  collodion  was  adopted  by  many 
practitioners  shows  their  want  of  satisfaction  with  the  materi- 
als commonly  in  use.  Certain  disadvantages  attach  to  all  the 
ordinary  means^of  keeping  wounds  in  apposition,  such  as  sa- 
tures,  adhesive  and  isinglass  plasters.  Collodion,  which  pos- 
sesses many  valuable  qualities  as  an  adhesive,  requires,  in 
order  to  give  satisfactory  results,  to  be  of  a  precise  degree  of 
concentration,  and,  like  other  dressings,  demands,  in  order  to 
be  nicely  applied  to  wounds,  the  aid  of  assistants,  which  is  not 
always  at  the  command  of  the  surgeon,  especially  in  country 
practice  where  he  must  often  operate  without  the  aid  of  others, 
and  where  the  patients  cannot  be  visited,  except  at  long  inter- 

valsr* 

From  his  dissatisfaction  with  the  ordinary  adhesive  dres- 
sings applied  under  such  circumstances,  Dr.  Mellez  was  led  to 
adopt  a  solution  of  "gum  lac,"  which  is  much  used  in  the  arts 
as  it  varnish  and  adhesive. 

He  uses  a  solution  of  this  substance  in  spirit  of  wine,  made 
with  the  aid  of  a  moderate  heat  and  in  such  proportion  as  to 
giv«  a  mixture  having  the  coasistenoe  of  jelly,  or  nearly  ap*- 
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pronching  to  it.  Il  can  be  made  in  a  common  wide-moQtiied 
bottle,  and  a  simple  cork  suffices  for  its  preservaiion.  Whea 
he  uses  it.  he  spreads  it  with  a  spatula  upon  pieces  ot  cloth  or 
taffetas,  cut  to  the  size  required.  According  to  him,  il  posses- 
ses all  ihe  good  properties  of  collodion,  and  even  higher  pro- 
perties than  that  substance-^viz.,  contraction  during  the  desic- 
cation, impermeability  to  air,  absence  of  all  irritating  actioii 
on  the  skin  or  wound,  intimate  adherence  to  the  skin,  and  re- 
sistance to  the  action  ot  water,  fatly  matters,  or  the  discharget 
from  the  wound.  It  has  not,  like  collodion,  the  quality  of  be- 
ing colorless;  but  he  believes  that  it  might,  if  required,  bo 
decolorized,  and,  if  applied  upon  animal  membrane,  would 
furnish  a  transparent  dressing.  It  does  not  dry  so  quickly  ai 
collodion,  but  that  is  the  only  advantage  the  latter  possesses. 
The  lac  dressing,  however,  does  not  require  so  long  a  time  at 
to  be  inconvenient  to  the  surgeon.  Moreover,  it  is  not  Indis- 
pensable for  the  lac,  as  il  is  for  the  collodion,  that  the  skin  be 
absolutely  dry.  It  lias  further  the  advantage  (not  to  be  over- 
looked) of  being  more  moderate  in  cost. — Monthly  Jour.fJrom 
Amer.  Jour. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

macltse's  sukoical  anatomy. 

,  The  third  part  of  this  magnificent  .work  is  devoted  to  the 
anatomy  and  surgery  of  Inguinal  and  Femoral  Hernia.  Oqe 
more  number  completes  the  work,  which,  when  correspond- 
ingly bound,  will  be  the  most  splendid  volume  issuing  from  the 
American  medical  press  tor  the  current  year.  The  price  of 
the  whole  will  be  eight  dollars.  A  moderate  price,  all  thingf 
considered.  We  hope  the  eminent  and  ei.terprising  publish- 
ers may  meet  with  a  snle  sufficient  to  re-imburse  them  for 
their  trouble  and  expenditure.  M. 


ARTICLE  II. 


reesf/s  medical  formulary. 


The  American  Medical  Formulary;  boMd  upon  the  United  States 
and  British  Pliarmacopoeias ;  including  also  numerous  standard 
formula^  derived  from  American  and  European  authorities. 
Together  with  the  medical  properties  and  uses  of  Medicines; 
Poisonsy  their  antidotes^  tests;  etc.  Designed  for  the  Medical 
Pharmareutipal  student, — By  John  J.  Reese,  M.D.,  Lec- 
turer on  Materia  Medica  in  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Insti-  . 
tule.  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  etc.  Philadel- 
phia: Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1S50;  pp.  357, 12mo.  (Fron^ 
the  Publishers,  through  S.  C.  Griggs  &  Co.) 

The  title  of  this  little  book  renders  it  unnecessary  for  us  to 
enlarore  on  tue  character  of  its  contents;   and   we  would  no 
more  think  of  reviewing  it,  than  we  would  of  criticising  the 
multiplication  table.    It  is  one  of  the  series  of  works  know  aa* 
the  Medical  Praetitioner'i  and  Students  Library.  M. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

THE  DENTISTS. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  with  what  zeal  the  cultivators  of  the 
kindred  profession  of  dentistry  are  exerting  themselves  to  in- 
dace  those  who  practice  their  ait  to  qualify  themselves  for  a 
scientific  and  honorable  standing. 

Oai^ country  can  boast  of  two  well-organized  Colleges  of 
Dental  Surgery,  the  older  one  being  located  in  Baltimore  and 
the  other  at  Cincinnati.  They  give  thorough  instruction  in  all 
tfaat  pertains  to  the  art,  and  upon  a  compliance  with 
their  requirements  confer  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.,  i.  e., 
Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery,  on  their  students.  This 
should  be  a  certificate  of  qualification,  and  we  should  always 
prefer  the  dentist  who  had,  to  one  who  had  not  the  degree,  un- 
less we  had  satisfactory  means  of  judging  between  them  inde- 
pendent of  this. 

We  were  induced  to  make  these  remarks  by  receiving  sev- 
eral documents  from  the  schools  above  referred  to.  The  ad- 
dresses ot  Doctors  Hullihen  and  Townscnd  to  the  graduating 
class  of  the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery  are  well 
drawn  up  and  replete  with  good  sense  and  good  advice. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

TRANSACTIONS  OF    THE  AM.  MED.  ASSOCIATION,  VOL.  3. 

We  have  received  this  work  too  late  for  extended  notice  in 
this  number.  It  looks  well,  and  from  a  glance  over  its  contents 
we  have  no  doubt  it  will  prove  to  be  highly  interesting  to  the 
profession  generally.     Though  not  as  large  as  its  predecenor 

Qoqtains  five  hundred  pages,  save  one,  and  is  ft#ffCTHgd  in 
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the  same  excellent  style.  A  notice  of  its  contents  may  be  ex- 
pected in  our  next.  In  the  mean  time  those  of  our  readers. 
who  prefer  to  obtain  the  document  for  themselves,  can  do  so 
by  remitting  three  dollars,  post  paid,  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Commiitee  on  Publication,  Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  Philadelphia. 
The  postage  on  the  volume  will  be  21  cts.  if  sent  by  mail. 


ARTICLE  V. 

EDITOltlAL    ETIQUETTE. 

We  owe  the  Charleston  Medical  Journal  an  apology  for  the 
omission  of  credit  for  an  article  in  our  last  issue.  Probably 
from  neglect,  quite  a  number  of  such  omissions  occur  in  oof 
exchanges  of  late,  in  reference  to  original  matter  taken  from  oar 
p.iges.  y.ost  of  these  are  placed  in  their  extract  departmeiits 
showing  that  they  are  not  original,  and  we  will  not. specify 
them.  But  we  observe  in  the  New  York  Medical  Gazette  our 
editorial  notice  of  the  Concour  held  in  Rush  Medical  College 
for  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  without  any  thing. to  show  that 
it  was  not  making  itsfirsit  appearance  there.  And  in  the  Ohio 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  our  article  on  the  use  of  Collod- 
ion in  Erysipelas,  l)y  Dr.  Freer,  looked  so  much  like  an  origi- 
nal one  thiit  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter  copied  and  cred- 
ited it  to  that  jcjurnal.  This  is  the  second  complaint  of  the 
kind  we  have  niade  against  the  last  named  journal  witfaio  a 
year. 

4 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

TILDE  x's     EXTRACTS. 

We  call  the  attention  of  Physicinns  to  llie  adveitisemenlof 
MessF).  Tilden  &Co.,  in  the  present  number  of  the  Journal 
Much  attention  has  been  rc<vnlly  devoted  lo  the  pmcuring  of 
reliable  drugs.  Anrjongst  those  who  linve  conferred  a  favor 
on  the  profession  in  this  p.'irtioular,  Mt^ssrs.  Tilden  &  Co.  hold 
a  promthent  position.  Many  physicians  are  little  in  the  habil 
of  prescribing  extracts,  for  the  reason  that  many  of  the  arti- 
cles oflhis  class  kept  in  the  shops,  are  totahy  inert.  It  gives 
as  pleasure  to  say  thai  the  Extracts  of  Messrs.  Tilden  &  Co. 
have  been  thoroughly  tested  and  found  to  be  of  most  excellent 
quality.  The  manner  of  their  preparation  is  such  as  to  pre- 
serve the  peculiar  properties  of  the  article  from  which  they 
are  manufactured,  while  they  are  |)iit  up  in  Uie  style  best 
adapted  to  preserve  them  from  deterioration.  Specimens  may 
be  seen  at  the  (fiiceof  the  cdiiois;  and  the  extracts  an 3  on 
•ale  at  the  Drug  stores  of  this  city.  M. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

NEW  MEDICAID  JOUllNALS. 

We  have  received  a  new  Medical  Journal  published  in  the 
qty  of  New  York,  und(»r  the  title  of  iIk*  New  York  lUgister  of 
Medicine  and  Pharmncy*  It  is  published  scmi-nioiithly,  at  one 
dollar  per  annum  in  advance.  The  editor  is  C.  D.  Guiswold, 
M.D.,  who,  lo  judge  from  the  nunil)ers  already  receivcul,  will 
conduct  it  with  spirit  and  ability.  The  mechanical  exccutioQ 
f^f  the  Journal  U  remarkably  good. 
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We  also  gave  notice  some  time  since,  of  the  prospectus  of 
anew  medical  periodical  to  be  issued  at  Keokuk,  in  Iowa. 
The  first  number  has  come  to  hand  under  the  style  of  Th^ 
Western  Mtdko-Chirurgical  Journal,  edited  by  J.  F.  Sand- 
POKD,  M.D.,  and  S,  G.  Armor,  M.D.,  Professors  in  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  the  University  of  Iowa.  It  is  issued  month- 
ly, (each  No.  containing  thirty-two  pages)  at  two  dollars  per 
annum.  The  present  No.  contains  some  very  interesting  arti- 
cles, and  its  appearance  is  quite  creditable  to  the  Hawkcjfe  ty- 
pographers. 

We  wish  both  of  our  new  allies  better  fortune  than  usually 
falls  to  tlie  lot  of  Medical  Editors  and  Periodicals.  M. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

* 

HOMGBOPATHIC  IMPCRTINENCE. 

The  following  correspondence  appears  in  one  of  the  Homoe- 
opathic Journals  with  copious  comments.     It  speaks  for  itself: 

St.  Chnrles,  III,  Sept.  12, 1850. 
Dr.  N.  S.  Davis — Sir:  lam  a  Homoe^pnthist,  from  a  con- 
viction of  the  truth  of  the  prinmple,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  prac 
Hce  of  Homceopathia.     With  these  views,  will  you  .2;iaduate 
me  if  I  comply  with  the  ordinary  requisitions  of  the  Fa.  ulty? 

Yours,  &c.,  M.  DANIEL  COE. 

Chicago,  Sept.  16th,  ISoO. 
M.  Daniel  Coo — Dear  Sir:  I  am  directed  lo  inform  you  that 
the  Faculty  of  Rush  Medical  College  will  not  recommend  you 
to  the  Trustees  for  a  Di^gree,  so  hmg  as  they  h.ive  anvreasoQ 
to  suppose  ihnt  you  entertain  the  doctrines,  and  inteoJp|p  iriflo 
with  human  life  on  the  principles  you  avow  in  your  lOTer.  To 
do  otherwise  would  involve  both  parties  in  the  grossest  incon- 
sislcncy.  Very  respectfully  yours, 

N.  S.  DAVIS, 
Secretary  of  the  Faculty  of  ^iish.  Med.  College. 


S38  MISCKLLANBOtTS  MED.  INTBLLIOBNC?. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

MISCELLANEOUS  MEDICAL  INTELLIOENCE. 

The  Transylvania  University  at  Lexington,  Ky:,  the  oldest 
medical  school  in  the  West,  and  one  of  the  most  respectable» 
has  reduced  I  he  price  of  its  Professors'  Tickets  from  fifteen  t» 
ten  dollars  each. 

Dr.  Blatchford,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  recently  induced  premature 
labor,  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  Craniotomy,  by  M.  Cohen'i 
method  of  injecting  tar  water  into  the  Uterus,  which  proved 
successful. 

Dr.  Drake  has  been  re-appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Practice  ia 
the  University  of  Louisville. 

Dr.  Baxley,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Chair  of  Anatomy  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  in  place  of 
Dr.  Shortwell,  deceased. 

Dl  E.  H.  Davis,  of  Chilecotha,  O.,  has  been  appointed  Pro- 
fessor of  Nat.  Med.  in  the  New  York  Medical  College. 

Prof.  Mott,  of  New  York,  has  bef»n  elected  Emeritus  Pro- 
fessor of  Operative  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy  ia  ihe  Col- 
lege of  Physicians,  (old  school)  of  New  York. 

Prof.    Peaslee    has  removed  an   ovarian   tumor  weighing 

24  lbs. 

The  Ohio  Weslyan  University  proposes  to  organize  a  medi- 
cal department  to  be  located  in  Cincinnati,  as  we  learn  by  tba 
newspapers. 

Medical  Cliques  in  New  York,  it  is  said  in  the  Medical  Ga- 
zelle, combine  to  call  each  other  only  in  consultations. 

The  prospects  of  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine  are  said 
to  be  of  the  most  flattering  character.  A  very  com moilious 
buildif|||  well  adapted  to  its  wants,  has  been  secured  ttiroug^ 
the  liberality  of  two  citizens  of  Louisville. 

Prof.  Wm.  B.  Herrick  has  been  appointed  by  the  U.  S.  au- 
thorities Surgeon  to  the  Chicago  Marine  Hospital  to  take  eflect 
when  the  Hospital  opens. 


NOTICE  TO  SUBSCRIBERS. 

With  the  Uist  nnmhf*r  of  our  Journal  we  sent  out  bills 
amounting  to  over  time  thousand  dollars^  all  of  which  was  hon- 
estly (Ineuson  the  first  of  hist  May,  and  the  nneagre  listof  re- 
ceipts on  ihe  cover  of  this  number  is  all  the  return  we  have 
thus  far  received.  Verilv,  we  'must  have  our  money  or  wc 
cannot  pny  ihe  primer.  Come  friends,  p'^y  up  promptly,  and 
we  promise  to  add  to  the  size  and  interest  of  our  Journal. 


NOTICE  TO  READERS  AND  CORRESPONl^ENTS. 

Wehave  received  an  orin;inal communication  from  Dr.  E.  S.Cooper. 

We  have  received  from  Lea  &  Bl^chard,  through  S  C  Griggs  &  Co., 
a  new  edition  of  Dunglison's  Physiology,  in  two  volumes;  also  Copland  on 
Palsey. 

We  have  received  Dr.  Warren's  adfiress  before  the  late  mcetingof  the 
American  Med.  Association  ;  Dr.  Haywood's  Statistics  of  Amputations  at 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  Prof.  Bell's  Memorial /o  the  Trustees 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania;  a  Review  of  Dr.  Bedl's  Memorial;  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Mediual  C()n\cntionfl)r  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  Illinois 
State  Medical  Society  ;  A  Brief  History  of  the  Existing  Controversy  on 
the  subjectof  Assimilated  Rank  inthe  Navy  of  the  United  States,  by  W.  S. 
W.  R.;  Review  of  Dr,  Drake's  Treatise,  by  Bennett  Dowler,  M.D.;  and  our 
usual  list  of  exchanges. 


FOREIGN  M IODIC AL    AND  SCIENTIFIC 

BOOK  STORE  &  SURGICAL  INSTRUMENT  DEPOT 

169  Fulton  Street,  N.  Y.,  (a  few  doors  toest  of  Broadway.) 

H.  BAILLIERE, 

Of  219  Regent  street,  Loudon,  and  Rue  Huutefcuillc,  Paris,  has  opened  an  establuih- 
ment  at  tbc  ubuve  aduictss,  for  tue  sole  of  bVeucli,  Qermau,  and  Kuglisb  works,  in  die 
various  de(8itmeiit8  of  science.  (A..at«>my,  Medicine,  Ciiemiistry,  Nataraiiliilury,  Slo^) 
a  well  selected  stock  of  which  he  now  oh'ers  to  the  scientific  public.  iMpiations  by 
every  Hteuiucr,  and  all  the  fotcign  jouruuls  supplied  with  expcdilioo  l$ld  regularity. 
H.  B.has  also  been  appointed  agent  lor  M.  Cliarriere,  the  celebrated  Surgical  Instra- 
ment  Maker  of  Paris,  lor  the  sale  oi  all  kiodj  ol'  Surgical  luitrumeiiU,  a  Uury  asfotl- 
ment  of  which  is  liow  ou  baud. 

N.  B.— CatulogucB  of  books  and  Instraments  gratia, §d  applicatioiL 


PURE  MEDICINAL  EXTRACTS. 


Wc  would  call  the  attention  of  Physicians,  Drnggists  and  Apothecir 
ries  to  our  list  of  Pure  Extracts  uud  auncKcd  testimonials. 

TIL  DEN  &  CO., 

98,  John -St.,  N.  Y. 

Inspissated,  Alcoholic,  and  Hydro- Alcoholic  Extracts. 


Aconite, 

Digitalis, 

Malefem, 

ButtlTIiUt, 

Dulcamara, 

Mullein. 

Bflladonna, 

Dock,  yellow, 

Oak,  white. 

Bitter  Root, 

Garget,  or  Poke, 

"      black. 

Boneset, 

Gen  till  n. 

*»      red. 

Burdock. 

Ilyoscyamus, 

Poppy, 

Blood  Root, 

Uardhuch, 

Princess  Pine, 

Blue  Flag, 

Hops, 

Rue, 

Boxwood, 

Hellebore,  black. 

Savin, 

Coniurn, 

**           white, 

Sarsap^a,  Amer., 

Chamomile, 

Horehourfd, 

Rio  Negro 

Cohosh,  black. 

luiliun  Hemp. 

**        Compuund- 

•»          blue. 

Leuuce,  Garden, 

Tbomaj>plc, 

Clover, 

WilJ, 

Wormw(»od. 

Ct»w  parsnip. 

Lobelia, 

Dandelion, 

Mandrake, 

And  oth^r  variolies  fre  picutly  used,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  reached. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  Prof.  Cl:irk,  of  tb(»   College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  N    Y.,  to  the  E«lirorof  ihe  N.  V.  Journal  of  Medicine: 

**  1  have  lately  vi^ile(l  the  ni;inufa(!tory  of  these  extracts.  After  in 
sptJCtingihe  whole  proi*e.s>i  and  exainiuiiig  a  lar^e  num!)cr  of  preparatioM 
I  became  so  fully  persuaded  that  these  <xtiill(>inen  have  fallen  upcm  the 
best  plan  of  coneentrutin*:  iiiid  prcserviiii;  iIk!  active  principles,  especially 
of  the  narcotic  ve^jetables,  that  1  have  volnnrurily  ollered  to  them  nnv  ut- 
si'^tance  that  f  can  rend(*r  them  in  iiitroduciui;  their  medicines  to  the  notice 
of  th<*  proftwsicm  ;  beiri;j  persuaded  that  these  extracts  must  [tosscss  th 
clIieieMcy  and  the  uniformity  ot  strength  necessary  to  the  sncreiuiful 

Uhis  class  of  rem  dies,  and,  I  may  add,  so  hms;  t»onght  fur  in  vain. 
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|Iart^l.~(!Drigittal    dommtinirations. 

ARTICLE  I. 

I 

Cnff^  Phlebitis^  occurring  in  the  Male.    By  David  Hutch- 
lifsoN,  M.  D.,  of  Mooresville,  Ind. 

Sept  8th,  1850.  James  McNeff,  atat  12  years,  large  of 
his  age,  and  of  a  sanguine  constitution,  was  taken  on  the  6th, 
with  chill,  succeeded  by  high  febrile  action,  which  has  con- 
tinued wiihout  remission ;  pulse  1^0  per  minute  and  sharp, 
.though  compressible;  skin  hot,  tongue  swollen,  dry,  cracked 
end  red ;  complains  of  pain  in  th«  right  hip  and  thigh,  exten- 
ding from  the  groin  to  the  knee  ;  the  right  foot  is  swollen  ;  he 
says  he  cannot  walk.  Prescribed  Calomel  12  grs.,  Morph.  1-2 
gr.,  divided  into  4  portions ;  to  take  a  dose  every  four  hpurs, 
to  be  followed  by  a  dose  of  Castor  Oil  to  act  on  the  bov|Dl|« 

9th.  Fever  all  night :  delirium,  talks  incessantly,  freqilent 
sbarp  pulse,  120  per  minute,  had  two  bilious  looking  evacua- 
tions from  the  bowels,  tongue  not  quite  so  dry  as  yesterday, 
itill  swollen,  coat  yellow ;  still  complains  of  pain  in  the  groin 
•nd  aijilerior  part  of  the  thigh  ;  the  inguinal  region  some  swol- 
len and  very  tender  to  the  touch  ;  thigh  swelled.  Prescribed 
15  grs«  Calomel,  1  1-2  grs.  Ipecac,  divided  into  five  portionB* 
one  every  three  hours,  to  be  followed  by  a  dose  of  Castor  Oil. 

10th.     Fever  with  delirium  all  night;  slight  remission  of 
liP'.  hours  took  place  this  morning,  tongue  coated,  dry  and 
Vol.  III.— No.  6.— 1. 
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cracked  ;  pulse  sharp,  small  and  frequent ;  had  two  ihin  bil' 
ious  evacuations  from  bowels ;  some  swelling  of  inguinal 
glands  ,  thigh  swelled,  hot  and  tender  along  the  course  of  the 
femoral  veins  ;  pain  in  the  hip  severe,  which  sometimes  ex- 
tends into  the  knee  and  popliteal  space.  Venesection  Sos., 
which  produced  quite  an  impression  on  the  pulse  ;  lotion  of 
Plumb,  acetas  and  Mur.  Ammon.  to  the  thigh  ;  give  CaW- 
mel  2  grs.,  Ipecac  1-4  gr.,  Morph.  1-8  gr.,  every  three  boon. 

11th,  Coat  removed  from  tongue,  not  so  dry  and  swollen, 
but  red  and  fiery  looking  ;  fever  and  delirium  all  night,  had  a 
remission  this  morning  and  sweat  a  little  ;  has  had  no  opera- 
tion from  the  bowels  since  yesterday  ;  the  cold  lotion  to  thf 
thigh  gave  him  much  comfort.  Continue  the  lotion  and  give 
Calomel  2  grs..  Ipecac  1-4  gr.  every  three  hours  till  five  por- 
tions are  taken,  to  be  followed  by  a  dose  of  Oleum  RioMi 
should  the  bowels  not  act,  and  3  grs.  quinine  every  two  hours, 
should  a  distinct  remission  occur  in  the  morning. 

,12th.  Has  had  three  green  looking  operations  since  yester- 
day ;  tongue  dry,  red  and  crusted  ;  sordes  on  teeth  ;  deliriarc 
at  times;  abdomen  tympanitic;  pulse  sharp,  small  and  ^^^ 
quent;  thigh  and  hip  continues  to  swell,  says  he  struck  hi? 
hip  against  a  rail  on  a  fence,  before  he  got  sick  •  he  is  so  delir- 
ious that  I  do  not  know  what  dependence  to  place  in  this  as- 
sertion ;  the  hip  shows  no  bruise  nor  mark  of  any  kind.  Ga»f 
him  Hydrargyrum  Cum  Creta  3  grs.,  Morph.  1-S  gr.  even' three 
hours,  blister  to  abdomen,  and  cold  lotions  to  thigh,  and  qni- 
nine  should  a  distinct  morning  remission  occur. 

13th.  He  rested  better  last  night,  he  is  not  so  delirious,  the 
lotion  diminished  the  pain  and  suffering  in  the  thigh,  he  can- 
not be  moved  without  suffering  great  pain  ;  keeps  his  knee  sn>i 
hip  slightly  flexed  with  the  foot  everted.  The  femoral  rein 
can  be  felt  like  a  hard  cord  under  the  finger,  together  will 
some  smaller  cord-like  substances.  The  anterior  part  of  ih«' 
thigh  is  very  tender  and  he  cannot  bear  it  touched  ;  pulse  IW 
per  minute  and  sharp ;  tongue  red,  dry  and  crusted  }  bfirtcr 
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drawn  well ;  tympanitis  6F  bowels  subsided ;  no  ^discharge 
from  the  bowels  since  yesterday  p  sweats  fcee^>  and  took  ihe 
qa inine  in  the  morning  remission.  Prescribed  Cajbinel  2  grs. , 
Ijiecac  1-4  gr.  every  two  hours  and  lotion  to  the  thigh. 

14th.  Had  two  operations  from-ihe  bowels  this  morning  of 
a  vitiated  IhUous  appearance,  passed  five  {ttst&ndi;  pulse  100 
and  sharp ;  tongue  dry»  red,  smoothiand  ^ossy .;  QQt  so  mudi 
^delirium  :  pain  in  thigh  severe ;  thigh  hot.  swoUen  and  ten- 
der ;  leg  begining  to  swell ;  he  canapt  be  moved  without  su^ 
fering  extreme  pain.  Gave  Caloni^l  2  grs.,  Ipecac  1  gr.,  Vs- 
ia  ppt.  2  grs.  every  four  hours,  acetalie  of  Ammonia  as  a  dia- 
phoretic ;  Spigdia  Jkbmlandictk  aSt  an  anthelmintic. 

16th.  Had  several  dark  biliou^tools,  passed  eight  Urn- 
iricij  tongue  not  so  redistill  dry;  abrdes  on  teeth  not  so  thick  j 
•pulse  100  per  mbute  and  sharp ;  thigh  and  leg  swollen,  paMl- 
fbl  and  hot;  the  course  of  the  veins  can  be  easily  traced  &onL 
their  cord-like  feel.  Continue  lotion,  and  give  S  grs.  Galom^I 
and  1  gr.  Ipecac  every  three  hours^ 

16th.  Much  in.  the  same  condition  as  yesterday;  no  deKr- 
( hxm  ;  irritation  of  bowela  diminisAang*  Continue  the  samis 
.  treafitaent, 

17th.  Much  the  same;  tongue  inclined  to  scurf  over,  of  a 
.dry  scaly  appearsmce ;  pulse  sharp ,  some  symptoms  of  a 
.mercurial  impression  being  produced  on  theaystem  ;  thitepi^ 
•  ia  the  thigh  and  groins  not  so  great;  complains  of  pain  a&sut 
|)be  knee;  right  foot  swelling.  Give  Pulv.' Dover  as  aq  ano- 
dyne, and  blue  mass  at  night  as  an  alterant. 

From  this,  till  the  the  2€th  of  tlie  month,  he  appeared  to  im- 

iffove  la  every  respect,  with  the  exceptbn  of  the  thigh  and  leg, 

ifrhich  .continued  swollen  and  painful.    It  was  more  than 

double  the  other  thigh ;  the  skin  was  shining  and-  glistening, 

and  there  was  no  pitting  on  pressure.    B)e  continued  totalie 

^jjie  blue  mass  and  Dover  powder;  the  pulse  came  down  to 

.  9fff  althpi^  it  never  bst  its  sharp  beat.    The  disotmrgestii^WS 

.i^s,bowa^  became  ffipuleo^  awi  1)ei^thf  lookiOg,  hkiB^&fiffid^ 
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became  good  and  craving ;  bis  whole  body  broke  out  in  smtO 
pearly  vesicles,  (sudamina)  ;  his  tongue  lost  its  fiery  appear-' 
ancc  and  assumed  a  pink  healihy  color  and  moist.  On  the 
26th,  a  small  discolored  spot  appealed  to  be  sloughing  on  the 
sacrum,  and  another  on  the  external  maleolus  of  the  right  leg 
where  it  touched  the  bed,  by  his  lying  with  bis  foot  everted. 
He  yet  could  not  be  removed,  without  suffering  extreme  an- 
guish. The  lead  i«nd  ammonia  lotion  appeared  to  afii)rJ  him 
greater  comfort  than  any  other  local  applications.  He  wai 
blistered  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  thigh,  which  relieved  to 
some  extent,  the  tenderness  of  the  groin.  Emariation  contio- 
ued  to  proceed  rapidly,  although  I  endeavored  to  sustain  hif 
system  by  appropriate  tonics  and  anodynes  as  circumstance! 
demanded.  On  the  2d  uf  October,  the  sore  on  the  back  wai 
as  large  as  a  silver  dollar  and  ulcerated  to  the  depth  of  1-4 
of  an  inch,  with  hard  elevated  edges.  The  one  on  the  exter* 
nal  maleolus,  was  as  large  as  a  ten  cent  piece,  and  the  foot 
was  much  swelled,  pitting  on  pressure  with  the  finger.— 
Groves'  Liniment  was  applied  to  the  bed  sores,  whicb  :od- 
sists  of  2-3  dr.  Castor  Oil  and  1-3  dr.  Balsam  Per.*],  whick 
appeared  to  have  a  good  effect  on  them  and  prevented  further 
ulceration. 

He  continued  much  in  the  same  condition,  with  good  ap- 
petite and  healthy,  regular  discharges  fiom  the  bowel?,  con- 
plaining  only  of  his  leg  and  thigh,  until  the  9lh,  when  hectic 
^ever  began  to  show  itself  in  the  afternoons,  which  would  coo- 
tinue  all  night.  The  right  foot  begins  to  swell  very  much,  the 
swelling  extending  up  the  calf  of  the  leg,  which  pitied  on 
pressure.  He  had  also,  a  slight  hacking  cough,  with  jligb 
expectoration  of  a  very  foetid  pus.  On  examination  of  ibf 
lungs  with  the  stethescope,  crepitant  rales  with  a  sonortw 
buzzing  sound,  were  audible  over  the  whole  right  lobes,  partic- 
ularly at  the  inferior  portion  :  the  morbid  sounds  were  not» 
distinct  in  the  left  lobes  of  the  lungs.  The  pain  in  the  bipiwl 
thigh  were  mitigated  to  a  considerable  extent,  altbougb  k 
•could  not  be  moved  without  ezcruciating  torture. 

% 
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On  the  12th,  the  left  foot  began  to  swell,  indicating  effusion 
into  it  also ;  his  appetite  was  good  and  bowels  regular ;  he 
continued  to  cough  and  expectorat«  a  foeiid  pus :  several  more 
rioughing  patches  made  their  appearance  on  his  back  ;  the 
glans  Penis  inflamed  and  suppurating.  I  opened  it  with 
the  lancet,  it  discharged  a  table-spoonful  of  yellow  ptis. 

On  the  15th,  petechiae,  inky  looking  spots  made  their  ap- 
pearnnce  on  his  fore  arms.  He  complained  of  pain  in  (he 
right  arm  and  diflSculty  of  using  it,  although  it  did  not  swell. 
Aphthae  also  appeared  in  the  mouth.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
the  inferior  extremities  continued  to  swell,  the  skin  shining  and 
tranfiparent,  wiih  pitting  on  pressure,  indicating  great  anasar- 
cous  effusion  ;  the  petechiae  spread  over  his  whole  arms.  He 
continued  to  cough  up  a  very  foetid  pus,  which  was  very  disa- 
greenble  to  the  attendants,  and  worn  out  with  hectic,  being 
greatly  emaciated,  and  his  feet  and  legs  greatly  swollen,  on 
the  last  ot  the  month,  death  terminated  his  sufferings. 

His  appetite  was  good,  and  his  bowels  regular  till  within 
three  days  of  his  death.  I  may  state  also  that  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  right  foot  was  considerably  below  that  of  the  left» 
for  two  weeks  before  his  death,  showing  an  impeded  circula- 
tion, through  the  diseased  veins  of  the  right  extremity. 

Phlebitis  generally  occurs  after  injuries,  surgical  operations, 
&c.,  but  in  this  case,  no  apparent  cause  was  visible,  he  had 
enj^'yed  excellent  health  up  to  the  period  of  the  present  at|^k« 
Dr.  Robert  Lee  says,  that  from  a  number  of  cases  and  dissec- 
tions, which  he  had  made,  crural  Phlebitis  is  not  pecu- 
liar to  women  who  have  been  recently  delivered,  but  that  it 
may  arise  from  other  causes  in  the  female,  and  that  it  has  also 
occured  in  the  male  sex;  the  disease  commencing  either  in 
the  hemorrhoidal,  vesical,  or  in  some  of  the  other  branches  of 
the  internal  Iliac  veins  in  consequence  of  inflammation  or  or- 
ganic changes  ot  structure,  in  one  or  more  of  the  pelvic  vis* 
cerea,  or  in  the  superficial  veins  of  the  leg.  Tweedie,  Graves 
and  Stokes»  speak  of  it  following  fevers.    In  McNeflf  s  case, 
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some  of  his  discbarges  were  of  a  dysenteric  civuraclery  ad 
probably  the  disease  had  its  origin  in  some  of  the  hemorrhoidal 
veins  ;  the  hectic,  disease  of  the  lungs,  and  the  general  otber- 
ative  disposition  of  his  skin,  when  it  was  in  contact  with  thi 
bed,  was  the  consequence  of  purulent  matter  getting  into  the 
circulation  from  the  diseased  veins.  In  some  of  Dr.  Lee*s 
cases,  similar  consequences,  took  place.  He  relates  cases 
of  destructive  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  and  also  cough  and 
fioetid  expectoration,  in  connection  with  crural  Phlebitis.  Thi 
same  also  follows  injuries  and  surgical  operations. 


|lart  i  —  fitvxtmB  aiib  SIotuM  of  JStm  iOorke. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  with  ample  illustration^  of 
Practice  in  all  the  departments  of  Medical  Science^  and  very 
copious  notices  of  Toxicology  ^  suited  to  the  wants  of  Medical 
Students  and  Practitioners.  By  Thomas  D.  Mitchell*  A. 
M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine ;  formerly 
Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  in  the  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Ohio ;  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica 
in  the  Medical  Department  of  Transylvania  University, 
Lexington,  Ky. ;  Lecturer  on  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children  ;  Author  of  *•  Elementsof  Chemical 
Philosophy,"  •*  Hints  to  Students,"  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Phila- 
delphia, Lippincott  Grambo  &  Co.,  successor  to  Grigg*  El- 
liot &  Co.,  J  4  North  Fourth  St.,  1860,  pp.,  738,  8  vo. 
(From  the  Publishers,  for  sale  by  J.  Keen  Jr.  &  Brother, 
Chicago.) 

This  is  a  volume  containing  many  excellences,  and  ab9un- 
ding  in  blemishes.  It  is  not  in  our  power  at  this  time  to  re- 
view the  work  thoroughly,  but  we  will  endeavor  to  illust^rate 
the  remark  with  which  this  article  is  begun,  by  a  rather  cur- 
sory reference  to  Prof.  Mitchell's  book 

He  begins  by  a  long  and  somewhat  rambling  introduction, 
devoted  partly  to  the  purpose  of  a  preface,  and  partly  to  the 
modus  operandi  of  Medicines.  In  this  he  tells  us  that  this:Vol- 
ume  contains  the  substance  ot  his  lectures  as  delivered  during 
eleven  winters  at  Lexington.  He  informs  us  that  he  has  omit« 
ted  a  large  amountof  details  of  the  Chemical,  Natural,  and  Bo- 
tanical history  of  medicines,  supposing  it  to  be  better  than  to 
•well  the  volume  by  addinglhem.  The  plan  isgood,  but  the  de- 
fence of  it  is  radically  bad.  It  is  not  because  these  details 
are  unimportant,  that  an  author  is  at  liberty  to  omit  them,  but 
because   they  are  sufficiently   accessible  to  the   pirofession 
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through  other  chjinnels ;  and  if  we  were  disposed  to  be  rig- 
idly critical,  we  might  say  as  much  concerning  quite  a  large 
proportion  of  the  contents  of  this  volume;  f(>r  if  the  author 
had  taught  us  only  what  was  new,  we  apprehend  a  small  dw 
odecimo  would  have  been  more  to  the  purpose  than  a  corpa- 
lent  octavo • 

We  quite  agree  with  him  in  his  belief  that  the  alpbal)etical 
arrangement  of  the  articles  of  the  Materia  Medica,  is  mach 
better  than  any  other  method  of  classific.ition,  for  it  wouUI  be 
both  burdensome  and  profitless  to  treat  of  a  single  article  un- 
der two  or  m^re  distinct  classes.  His  remarks  upon  the  s^ 
du8  operandi  of  medicines  are  judicious,  and  show  an  indepeo* 
dence  of  hypothesis  which  is  quite  noteworthy  ;  but  we  cannot 
see  that  they  add  greatly  to  our  stock  of  knowledge  on  ibii 
difficult  subject. 

The  most  obvious  fault  of  the  book,  one  indeed  which  cao 
scarcely  fail  to  be  recognized  by  the  most  superficial  observ- 
er, is  the  inexcusable  carelessness  with  which  it  is  written. 
Many  a  lectjre  will  pass  muster  very  well  before  an  audi- 
ence, which  when  read  will  appear  in  quite  another  light;  and 
many  an  anecdote  which  will  set  on  some  quantity  of  barren 
spectators  to  laugh,  will  be  very  flat  in  the  perusal.  A  good 
lecturer  will  often  prove  an  indifferent  writer,  and  it  reqiird 
something  more  than  a  good  story-teller  to  convey  the  point 
of  an  anecdote  in  print.  That  these  remarks  are  applirnble 
to  the  work  before  us,  we  think  no  one  who  will  read  it  can 
doubt.  For  instance  we  find  the  word  balance  used  in  the 
sense  of  residuum  or  remainder,  and  many  other  vulgarisms 
equally  reprehensible  in  a  standard  author  ;  whilst  mnny 
stale  anecdotes  are  violently  lugged  in,  as  it  were  by  ihelirud 
and  shoulders,  in  the  most  nial  apropos  manner  imamnabk 

Another  objection  that  presents  itself,  is  the  dogmatic  md 
reckless  manner  in  which  the  author  makes  assert ionji  that 
are  to  say  the  least,  matters  of  honest  difference  of  cipinion. 
We  doubt  whether  this  is  proper  even  in  lecturing  before  sto- 
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dents  ;  but  we  do  know  thnt  in  the  judgment  of  practical  and 
intelligent  physicians,  such  a  n^l^od  of  procedure  savors 
more  of  the  pedagogue  than  the  philosopher. 

Passing  over  the  first  few  pages  of  the  volumCf  we  conne 
to  th  i  article  Alcohol^  uti  ler  wh'ch  tlie  Professor  pauses  to 
coHj^ider  the  Temperance  ijuestion.  After  entering  his  pro- 
lest  rigninst  the  general  use  of  alcoholic  tinctures,  be  gives  ut- 
ter«i  111*6  to  the  ssonstrous  assertion  tiial  "  a  large  majority  of 
the  sots  have  been  made  so  by  the  doctors,  through  ibe  agen- 
cy of  alcoholic  medicines."  Now  we  venture  to  affirm  that 
a  more  incorrect  statement  was  never  couched  in  bad  English* 
The  Professor's  remark  will  doubtless  l^e  cited  as  authority 
by  ranting  lecturers,  much  to  the  disgust  of  rational  people, 
and  the  detriment  of  the  temperance  cause.  Sweeping  asser- 
tions of  this  character,  unsustained  by  any  proof  whatever, 
serve  no  purpose  but  to  prejudice  the  cau.<»e,  however  good, 
thai  the  author  may  advocate.  A  little  further  on,  the  Dr. 
undertakes  to  show  that  alcohol  is  a  pf)ison,  although  many 
doubt  it.  To  sustain  his  position  he  adfluces  some  curious 
examples;  for  instance  one  man  "died  in  tantiy  after  drink" 
ing  eight  pints  of  brandy  fiir  a  wager,"  and  another  after  diiiik- 
ing  a  [gallon,  we  suppose,]  bottle  of  whiskey,  and  still  anoth- 
er had  his  health  seriously  injured,  by  swallowing  eight  oun- 
ces of  alcohol,  and  a  boy  was  nearly  destroyed  by  drinking 
a  pint  of  gin.  •  Now  most  intelligent  physicians  of  the  present 
day  are  agreed,  that  the  habitual  use  of  alcoholic  liquor.'^,  in 
moderate  quantity,  by  persons  in  good  health,  is  much  wi»rse 
than  useless;  but  we  apprehend  that  Dr.  Mitchell  is  the  first 
one  to  wh(»m  it  ever  occurred,  to  substantiate  the  doctrine  by 
cilin2[  such  terrible  illustrations  of  the  fatal  effects  of  enor- 
mous (juantities  of  liquor.  No  man  in  his  senses  will  doubt 
that  ei^ht  pints  of  brandy  drank  at  one  sitting,  would  kill  any 
man,  so,  probably,  would  the  consumption  of  fifty  |K)un(ls  of 
bacon  at  a  single  meal.  We  are  well  aware  that  eight  ounces 
of  alcohol  at  a  draught,  would  produce  serious*  derungeoieot 
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of  the  digestive  and  nervous  system  ;  but  five  gallons  of  milk 
could  not  be  taken  at  once  without  serious  in«;onveniencc. 
So  far  the  argument  is  as  strong  against  the  bacon  and  milk, 
as  against  the  alcohol,  and  this  is  precisely  where  the  Dr. 
leaves  it.  He  does  not  ciie  either  authority  or  example,  which 
are  so  abundant,  to  show  that  the  habitual  use  of  wine,  bran- 
dy &c.,  begets  diseases  of  the  stomach,  liver,  and  brain,  with 
dropsies,  gout,  apoplexy,  c^  cetera;  but  simply  endeavors  to 
prove  that  brandy  in  any  quantity  must  be  injurious,  because 
eight  pints  of  it  will  kill  a  man;  a  more  obvious  nonsequitur 
one  cannot  imagine. 

A  little  further  on  our  author  illustrates  the  moral  effect  of 
wine-bibbing,   by   such  apposite  illustration  as  the  following: 

"  Plutarch^s  Morals^  published  in  1718,  at  London,  has  these 
remarks :  *  They  usually  prove  wine-bibbers  and  ilrunkards, 
whose  parents  begot  them  when  they  were  drunk  ;  wherofore 
Diogenes  Sfiid  to  a  stripling  somewhat  crack-brained  and  half- 
witted, 'surely,  young  man,  thy  fiiiher  begot  thee  when  be 
was  drunk.''  And  Burton,  in  his  celebrated  work,  called 
Anatomy  of  Melancholy ^  remarks,  'If  a  drunken  man  gels  a 
chiltl,  it  will  never,  likely,  hiive  a  good  brain.'  The  reason- 
ing connected  with  these  reflections  is  too  copious  for  our  pres- 
ent purpose,  but  suffices  to  show  that  alcohol  is  the  most  per- 
suasive of  all  poisons,  nnd  the  most  ruinous  by  far,  to  siK:ieiy. 

Now  we  protest  against  all  such  temperance  arguments  as 
Prof.  Mitchell's  and  hope  that  in  his  next  edition  he  will  sec 
fit  either  to  modify  or  omit  them. 

One  recommendation  of  the  volume  is,  that  it  is  not  bu^ 
denod  as  some  works  on  Materia  Medica,  with  a  l«)ug  list  of 
articles,  which  have  cerased  to  be  used  by  the  profession,  anJ 
another  is  that  the  author  seems  to  have  well  kepi  in  view, 
his  intention  to  make  the  w«rk  as  practicle  as  possible. 

As  we  observed  before,  we  cannot  review  the  volume,  al 
any  great  length,  but  have  merely  hinted  at  its  prominet  mc^ 
its  and  defects.  We  huve  no  hesitation  in  saying  ih;it  it  con- 
tains a  great  deal  ol  useful  inf()rm<ui(Mi,  atid  a  rigid  revision 
would  secure  it  a  much  better  reputation  than  it  can  ever  at- 
tain in  its  present  si  ape.  M. 
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ARTICLE  II. 

On  the  Causes^  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Palsy  and  Afoj^lexy: 
of  the  FormSs  Seats^  Complications^  and  Morbid  r^Uons  of 
Paralytic  and  ApopUctie  Diseases  By  Jambs  Copland,  M. 
D.  F.  R.  S.,  Fellow  of  ihe  Royal  College  of  Phj^icians  ; 
Honoiary  member  of  ibe  American  Philosophical  Society, 
and  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  of  Belgium,  Fel- 
low of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Societies  of  Lon- 
don and  Beilin  ;  lately  consulting  Physician  to  Queen 
Charloite'c  Lying-in  HospitH I ;  Consulting,  and  lately  Sen- 
ior Physician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of  Chil- 
dren ;  formerly  Senior  Physician  to  the  South  London  Dis- 
pensary, etc.  etc.  Philadelphia,  Lea  &  Blanchard,  1850, 
pp.,  3-^6,  12  mo.,  (From  the  Publishers,  and  for  sale  by 
S.  C.  Griggs  &  Co.) 

This  excellent  and  elaborate  monograph  is  from  the  pen  of 
the  eminent  author  of  the  Dictionary  of  Practical  Medicine, 
in  which  a  portion  of  the  volume  has  already  appeared.  But 
excellent  and  elaborate  as  it  is,  the  volume  does  not  present 
to  our  notice  much  that  is  really  new,  concerning  the  nature 
and  treatment  of  Palsy  and  Apoplexy.  Indeed,  our  author 
refeis  more  frequently  to  old  than  modern  authorities;  and  lays 
more  stress  on  discoveries  and  doctrines  promulgated  by  him* 
self  thirty  years  ago,  than  upon  anything  he  has  latterly 
achieved.  But  as  a  clear  and  concise  summary  of  the  pres- 
ent state  of  our  knowledge  of  the  diseases  treated  of,  abound- 
ing in  references  to  a  vast  array  of  authorities,  both  ancient 
and  modern,  all  comprised  in  a  small  compass,  it  is  certainly 
worthy  a  place  in  every  Physician's  library. 

We  apprehend  that  the  most  interesting  portion  of  the  vol- 
ame,  is  that  which  treats  of  the  (Amexion  and  complication 
of  Palsy  and  Apoplexy  with  other  diseases.  These  connec- 
tions, according  to  our  author,  are  not  only  important,  but  va- 
rious and  perplexing,  in  many  cases  rendering  a  diagnasis  ev 
treiaely  difficult.     We  find  these  diseases  in  many  oases  con- 
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nectecl  with,  or  related  to  Insiinity,  Epilepsy, Chorea,  Nourat 
gicJ,  Hysterics,  and  even  Rheuin;itism,  requiring  the  most  con- 
summ.itc  skill  and  discrirniiMlion, for  their  pro|>er  cltiigiiosis  and 
treatment.  These  complications  Dr.  Copeland  appears  to 
have  investigated  with  much  .mention,  and  we  regird  the  re- 
sults of  fts  labors  as  verv  v.dubible. 

Whilst  giving  due  credit  to  oiher  authors,  for  their  discove- 
ries in  this  department  of  Medicine,  our  author  takes  occ:i$ioQ 
toremmd  us  in  very  emphatic  terms  that  he  will  insist  on  hav- 
credit  for  his  own, — that  the  I  lurels  he  has  plucked,  ho  vrill 
wear,  gainsay  it  who  may.  This  is  all  well  enmigh.  There 
are  plenty  of  Medical  as  well  as  literary  pirate.<<,  and  for  oar 
own  part,  although  as  tender-he  irted  as  Uncle-Toby  hi»n-elf, 
we  can  see  them  strung  up  at  ihe  yard  arm,  with  entire?  com- 
placency. Some^my  think  Dr.  C«)peland  a  little  querulous  od 
this  topic;  but  if  a  man  d(H\'<  not  defend  lii:s  own  right,  it  is 
morally  certain  no  one  else  will.  M. 


ARTICLE  III. 

Researches  upon  the  Necropolis  of  New  Orleans^  with  hr'irf  alljt 
sions   to    m    vital   Arithmetic.       By  BcINnutt     Dowlbr, 

M.  D.  &c. 

Di.Dowlor  is  noted  for  his  patient,  indu^^trious  n»scinhes, 
and  tlie  present  pamphlet  is  evidence  that  thero  is  ;it  least  one 
physician  whose  conscience  does  not  warn  his  feet  fn)tn  the 
cemetery.  The  pamphlet  before  us  is  wrilien  in  cli^fence  of 
the  salubrity  of  New  Orleans,  concerning  which,  the  Dr.  ai- 
aures  us,  peo[)le  have  very  ferroneous  notions.  That  ih(»  rale 
of  mortality  is  excessively  great  in  that  cilv,  he  (lo(»s  not  pre- 
tend to  deny  ;  but  his  iu.-^peciions  of  the  epitaphs  in  the  cem- 
eteries, go  to  show  that  thegre  it  destruction  of  lift*  is  nuioiigtt 
emigrants  uud  other   unacclicn  ited  persons,  while  thi;  native 
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and  acclimated  population  attain  to  as  great  an  age  as  else* 
vhere.  He  makes  out  a  pretty  strong  case,  and  we  are 
plensed  to  learn  that  the  •*  Wci  Grave-yard'*  is  not  such  a  ter- 
rible j)lace  as  it  has  been  represented,  M 

While  we  are  disposed  to  commend  Dr.  Dow(jfer  for  the  en- 
thusiasm and  industry  which  lie  has  so  abujadantly  atsplayed 
in  the  cause  of  Medical  science,  we  regret  to  notice  that  his 
articles  are  so  obnoxious  to  literary  critcism.  The  style  is  at 
times  labored,  and  frequently  cibscure,  with  a  tendency  to  di- 
gression :  there  is  also  a  fondness  for  the  use  of  outre  phrases, 
which  are  a  serious  blemish  to  a  style  which  in  the  main  pos- 
sesses much  vivacity.  M. 


ARTICLE  IV. 


On  the  comparative  liability  of  Males  and  Females  to  Insanity^ 
and  their  comparative  curability  when  insane.  By  Edward 
Jarvis,  M.  D.,  of  Dorchestei,  Mass.,  pp.  32,  8  vo.    (From 

the  Author.) 

This  is  an  extremely  interesting  and  valuable  document. 
We  regret  that  our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  quote  largely 
from  it ;  we  must  therefore  content  ourselves  with  a  mere 
statement  of  the  author's  conclusions. 

It  vvoub'  seem  that  males  are  more  liable  to  insanity  than 
females,  although  some  countries  are  an  exception  to  the  rule  ; 
for  instance  Belgium  and  Norway.  This  is  what  we  would 
naturally  infer  from  the  fact  that  men  are  more  exposed  to  the 
exciting  causes  of  the  malady.  Amongst  males  by  far  the 
most  frequent  cause  of  insanity  seems  to  be  intemperance, 
next  to  this  ii|  hereditary  tendency :  amongst  women  the  most 
powerful  cause  is  impaired  health  ;  and  next  to  this  ranks 
domestic  trouble.  Women  also  appear  to  be  more  frequently 
tlljlpi  men,' affected  with  hereditary  insanity. 

From  the  reports  of  189  Lunatic  Hospitals,  we  find  that 
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amongst  the  males  the  recoveries  amount  to  40,6  per  ceiU.| 
amongst  the  females  to  4^3 ^9  per  cent.  Dr.  Jarvis*  explana- 
tion ol  this  singular  fact  is  doubtless  as  correct  as  it  is  philo- 
sophical. It  amounts  to  about  the  following:  That  the  cau- 
ses which  beget  insanity  in  the  male,  are  such  as  frequently 
produce  structural  lesions,  whilst  amongst  females  the  prepoQ- 
derating  causes  are  functional  derangements.  With  this  fact 
in  view,  we  have  no  difficulty  in  reaching  the  third  propositioQ 
in  this  pamphlet ;  that  the  rate  of  mortality  of  the  insane,  is 
much  greater  amongst  males  than  females,  the  ratio  of  the 
latter  to  the  former  bvingas  15  to  21. 

From  pretty  extensive  research,  Dr.  Jarvis  concludes  that 
the  ratio  of  mortality  from  nervous  diseases  is  much  higher 
among  males  than  females,  including  both  sane  and  insane. 
Of  2,169,875  deaths,  of  which  1,163,198  were  males,'  and 
1,066,677  females,  16,15  per  cent  of  the  males,  and  only  13, 
85  per  cent  of  the  females  died  of  nervous  disorders.  This  lit- 
tle piece  of  statistics  will  doubtless  astonish  those  doctors  who 
are  always  assuring  the  ladies  that  their  complaints  are  "  all 
on  the  nerves  ;"  or,  supposing  that  women  are  really  more 
liable  than  men,  to  nervous  disorders,  it  may  serve  to  explain 
the  origin  of  the  old  saying,  that  "a  sickly  woman  nevor  dies.* 

M. 


ARTICLE  V.  V 

Human  Physiology.  By  Roblbt  Dunglison,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of 
the  Institutes  of  Medicine  in  Jefferson*  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia ;  Vice  President  of  the  Sydenham  Society  of 
London  ;  Secretary  to  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
etc.,  etc.  With  nearly  five  hundred  illustrations — seveoth 
edition,  thoroughly  revised,  and  extensively  modified  and 
enlarged.  In  two  volumes.  Philadelphia,  Lea  &  Blancb- 
ard,  1650,  pp.,  1416,  8  vo.  (From  the  publishers,  for  sik 
by  S.  C.  Griggs  &  Co.,  Chicago.) 

As  this  is  a  standard  work  already  well  known  to  the  pio- 

CbssioD,  we  have  merely  to  say  that  the  author  has  bestovred 
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much  labor  on  this  edition,  in  order  to  bring  it  up  to  the  pres' 
eat  slate  of  Physiological  knowledge,  and  has  epriched  it  by 
ihe  addition  of  numerous  illustrations.  We  caqqnt  bitf  tbiuk 
that  the  motto  prefixed  to  the  work  is  unfortunate. 

''  Vastissimi  atudit  priraas  quasi  lineas  circumscApsi."  It 
is  enough  to  discourage  the  most  resolute  beginnsr  in  physio- 
logy  to  be  informed  th^t  these  portly  .ifalumes  arc  oiefely  pri- 
mal qMui  lineiu.  '  ^if  M. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

A  TrealUc  on  the  Diseases  and  Phyiicul  EdvcaUon  of  Chihlren, 
By  John  Eberlk,  M.  D.,  lute  Prof,  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medii;inc  in  Transylvania  University,  &c.  tec. 
&c.  Fourth  edition,  vilh  nntts  and  large  additions,  by 
Thomas  Mitchell,  A.M.,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  ot  Medicine  in  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Medicine  ;  late  Prof,  of  Miitcria  Medica,  and  Therapeutics 
in  Transylvania  Umversily;  lecturer  on  Obstetrics,  and  the 
diseases  of  women  and  children,  &x.  &c.  &c.,  Philadelphia, 
Lip  pincott,  Grambo  &  Co  ,  successors  to  Grigg,  Blhot  & 
Co. ,  No.  U^Norlh  Fourth  Si.,  1850,  pp.,  7G8,  6  vo.  (From 
the  publishers.     For  sale  by  J.  Keen  Jr.  &  Bro.,  Chicago  ) 

Prof.  Mitchell  informs  us  that  he  had  il  in  contemplailon  to 
prepare  a  new  work  on  the  Diseases  of  Children;  but  the 
fact  of  the  publishers  having  in  ibeir  possession  the  stcreolye 
plates  of  Eberle's  work,  iiiduccd  hiin  merely  to  add  a  supple- 
ment thereto.  We  think  liisnrigin.il  design  was  the  best,  for 
we  do  not  think  a  new  edition  of  Eberle  waa  called  for,  and 
the  possession  of  stereotype  plntes  surely  was  not  sufficient 
reason  for  its  piiblicalioii.  When  Eberle's  work  was  pub- 
lisbed,  it  was  a  very  fair  book,  but  no  physician,  who  has 
kept  pace  with  the  iraproveoients  id  this  department  of  Prac- 
tic]^  Medicine,  would  now  recommend  it  as  a  guide  for  stu* 
dents. 
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In  the  sequel  Dr.  Mitchell  has  given  a  very  interesting  and 
prelty  conaplete  summary  of  the  existing  condition  of  this 
branch  of  Practical  Medicine,  altliough  he  has  allowed  some 
matters  to  escape  his  notice,  for  instance  he  has  made  no  men- 
tion of  Dr.  Brainard's  method  of  treating  Spina  Bifida,  which 
we  think  he  might  have  noticed,  and  which,  to  say  the  least, 
would  have  been  interesting  to  his  readers. 

The  book  is  beautifully  printed  on  very  good  paper,  and  is 
very  substantially  bound.  M. 


ARTICLE  VIL 

First  Book  on  Anatomy ^  Physiology,  and  Hygiene,  for  Gramr 
mar  Schools  and  Families. 

A  Treatieson  Anatomy,  Physiology ^  and  Hygiene :  dengnei  fat 
Colleges,  Academies,  and  Families.  By  Calvin  Cuttbr, 
M.  D.,  author  of  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Hygiene,  for 
vJolleges,  Academies  and  Families;  second  book  on  Anat* 
omy.  Physiology,  and  Hygiene,  for  Academies,  SchDok 
and  Families;  anatonr«ical  outline  plates  for  schools,  &c. 
Boston,  Benjamin  B.  Mussey  &  Co.  (From  James  An* 
drew,  42  West  Randolph  St.,  Chicago.) 

Some  one  in  commenting  on  the  adage  that,  **  A  little lear 
ning  is  a  dangerous  thing,*'  takes  occasion  to  remark  that  no 
learning  is  still  more  dangerous,  and  we  quite  agree  with  him* 
At  any  rate  it  cannot  injure  boys  and  girls  to  study  the  funda- 
Yn«ntal  truths  of  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Hygiene.  Tliesf 
volumes  are  well  designed  to  fulfill  this  purpose,  and  we  there- 
fore cheerfully  recommend  them  to  the  notice  of  Physicianf* 
Teachers,  and  the  community  at  large.  H. 


Ipart  2.— (Drtgiital  tfommnnuationf . 

ARTICLE  I. 

Notice  of  the  Report  of  the  Commit^  M  Medical  Sctencei, 
of  which  UsHRR  PAii80NS,  M.  D^iif  uRbode  Island,  was 
Chairman.    By  A.  B.  Palmer,  M.  D«,  of  Chicago,  111. 

This  report,  occupying  fifty  pages  of  the  published  trans- 
actions of  the  National  Association,  for  1860,  is  before  us,  and 
we  are  happy  to  find  that  the  Committee  not  following  the 
course  of  their  predecessors,  have  obeyed  the  "  regulations  " 
under  which  they  were  appointed,  and  have  confined  them- 
selves to  the  consideration  of  '*  the  progress  qf  the  Medical 
Sciences  in  Amnica  during  the  year  of  their  service." 

By  treating  only  of  subjects  assigned  to  them,  and  confi- 
ning their  researches  to  this  country,  and  the  year  of  their  ser- 
vice, their  report  is  rendered  much  shorter  than  that  of  the 
preceding  year — a  circumstance  we  do  not  regret.  These 
reports  have  been  too  lengthy  to  be  listened  to  by  the  Asso- 
ciation before  being  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication, 
thereby  endangering  the  putting  forth  of  sentiments  not  ap- 
proved by  that  body ;  and  they  have  been  too  voluminous  <o 
he  embraced  within  a  volume  of  convenient  size.  We  have 
brought  to  us  in  the  various  foreign  Retrospects  and  Ab- 
stracts, a  very  perfect  synopsis  of  the  improvements  in  the 
various  departments  of  the  profession  abroad,  rendering  their 
re-publication  here  unnecessary ;  while  the  accounts  of  the 
improvements  in  our  own  country  are  scattered  through  nu- 
merous local  journals,  or  exist  only  in  the  private  note-books 
of  experimenters  and  observers,  and  require  to  be  judiciously 
collated,  for  preservation  and  reference.  We  agree  with  the 
committee  in  the  opinion,  that  there  is  a  greater  evil  than  the 
inconvenient  length  of  the  reports,  in  the  introduction  of  mat- 
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ers  from  abroad.  "  It  impairs  the  vigilance  and  industry  nec- 
essary to  the  accumulation  of  intelligence  purely  American.** 
They  justly  say,  "  in  a  country  so  widely  extended,  it  is  a 
laborious  task  to  gather  materials  for  such  a  purpose.  Many 
interesting  frets  must  occur  which  never  come  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  a  committe,  even  when  foreign  matter  is  excluded, 
and  still  more  must  this  be  the  case  when  the  labor  of  collect- 
ing domestic  matter  cftn  be  diminished  by  substituting  foreign." 

We  cannot  but  express  the  hope  that  the  exanaple  of  this 
committee  in  strictly  adhering  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
law  of  the  Association  will  be  followed  bv  all  the  committees 
of  that  body  hereafter. 

In  pursuing  the  proper  subject  of  the  report,  the  committee 
have  contented  themselves  with  presenting  an  abstract  of  the 
labors  and  conclusions  of  others  without  often  making  sugges- 
tions or  expressing  opinions  of  their  own. 

Under  the  head  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology^  the   first  sub- 
ject referred  to,  is  the  ''Arrangement  of  the  Cancelli  in  Bones," 
by  that  very  excellent  Anatomist,  Prof.  JefTrics  Wyman  of 
Harvard  University.     His  general  conclusions  are  thus  briefly 
stated : 

**1.  The  cancelli  of  such  bones  as  assist  in  supporting  the 
weight  of  the  body,  are  arranged  either  in  the  direction  of  ihw 
weight,  or  in  such  a  manner  as  to  support  and  brace  those  can- 
celli which  are  in  that  direction.  In  a  mecbnnical  point  of 
view,  they  may  be  regarded  in  nearly  all  these  bone  as  a  .^ 
ries  of  'studs'  and  'braces.' 

•*  2.  The  direction  of  these  fibres  in  some  of  the  bones  of 
the  human  skeleton  is  characteristic,  and  it  is  believed  has  a 
definite  relation  to  the  erect  position,  wiiich  is  naturally  as- 
sumed by  man  alone," 

It  would  ftppear  from  the  statements^and  illustrations  given. 

that  in  the  minute  structure  of  the  bones,  as  indeed  is  the  casr 

in   every  part  of  nature,  the  tnost  accurate   adaptation  of 

means  to  ends  is  observed.     To  this  conclusion,  as   we  ^t 

vance  in  the  knoweldge  of  i.atufe,  we  shouM  expect  to  be 
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brought  ever;  yet  each  new  illustration  of  the  principle  df  uni- 
versal adaptation  and  design,  adds  an  item  to  its  confirmMiob. 

The  next  subject  presented  in  the  report,  is  the  **  CapAcity 
of  Crania  in  the  different  races  of  Man,"  as  shown  by  the  in- 
vestigations of  Dr.  Samuel  6.  Morton,  Author  of  **  Crania 
Americana :"  but  as  these  facts  havi|^-  t>een  so  generally  pub- 
lished in  the  Journals,  specificatioqi!;i>f  them  here  are  not 
deemed  necessary.  * 

While  the  researches  of  Dr.  Morton  have  shown  that  the 
capacity  of  the  Negro  Cranium  is  greater  than  that  of  sev- 
eral other  varieties  of  the  "  famil3'  of  man,"  some  observations 
of  Dr.  John  Neill  of  Philadelphia,  next  referred  to  in  the  re- 
port, seem  to  indicate  that  the  African  race  is  a  lower  variety 
of  the  species  than  any  of  the  others  whose  skotis  are  found  in 
the  immense  collection  of  Dr.  Morton  which  adorn  the  UaUs 
of  the  American  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences.  The  prin- 
ciple and  facts  from  which  this  conclusion  is  drawn,  are  the 
following : 

Professor  Agassiz  has  propounded  the  law,  that  ''in  thedif- 
fierent  formations  through  which  animals  pass,  from  the  first  for- 
ination  in  the  embiyo  up  to  the  full  grown  condition,  may  be 
found  a  natural  scale,  by  which  to  measure  and  estimate  the 
position  to  ascribe  to  any  animals."  According  to  this  law, 
the  persistence  of  a  foetal  stage  o&  formation  in  the  adult, 
would  mark  the  race  to  which  it  was  peculiar  as  a  lower  va- 
riety. Dr.  Neiil  has  shown  by  extended  observation,  that 
certain  embroyic  conditions  continue  in  the  African  cranium 
with  vastly  greater  frequency  than  in  any  other  race  which 
has  been  examined  ;  and  that  these  conditions  are  not  found 
at  all  in  the  crania  of  Caucasians. 

One  of  tliese  foetal  peculiarities,  is  '*  the  division  of  the  ar- 
ticulating surfarce  of  the  occipital  condyle  into  two  faces  by 
a  transverse  ridgejjor  groove."  Another  is,  **  the  abe^nee  of 
a  sharp  edge  at  the  lower  boandaty  of  tbe  aiMifor  tMUW, 
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running  from  the  superior  edge  of  the  nasal  process  to  the 
anterior  nasal  spine,'*  and  other  bones  of  the  Negro  skull,  D^ 
N.  alledges,  exhibit  similar  facts. 

Of  the  correctness  and  and  universal  applicability  of  the  law 
stated  by  Prof.  Agassiz,  and  of  the  significance  and  impor^ 
tance  of  these  alledged  peculiarities  in  the  bones  of  the  Afri- 
can head,  we  are  not  prepared  to  express  an  opinion,  but  will 
venture  the  remark  that  the  position  which  the  Negro  should 
occupy  in  the  scale  of  rational  and  social  beings,  must  be  de- 
termined by  other  circumstances  than  such  slight  anotomical 
peculiarties  as  are  designated  by  Dr.  Neill.  These,  with  oth- 
er physical  peculiarities,  however,  will  have  their  influence  in 
determining  his  position  in  natural  history. 

We  further  learn  on  the  subject  of  the  diflferent  Races  of 
Man,  from  our  report,  that  P.  A.  Brown,  L.  L.  D.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, maintains  in  opposttion  to  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Prichard, 
that  the  covering  of  the  head  of  the  Negro  Is  wool  and  not 
hain  Dr.  B.  sustains  his  views  by  microscopic  observatioos 
according  to  which,  hair  is  more  complex  in  its  structure  than 
wool. 

An  Improved  method  of  vascular  injections  for  Microscopic 
Researches,  by  Dr.  P.  B.  Goddard  of  Phila.«  and  a  new 
mode  of  "  Direct  Exploration  of  the  Eye,"  by  Dr.  T.  Wood 
of  Cincinnati,  are  briefly  referred  to. 

Dr.  Bennett  Dowler'«  experiments  of  the  Motor  Powers, 
made  by  vivisections  of  the  "Great  Saurian  of  Louisiana^ 
and  the  singular  results  pioduced,  are  next  noticed.  With 
these,  the  readers  of  this  Journal  have  been  already  fumisbeii' 
The  committee  say,  that  "  Dr.  Dowlci  is  a  bold  experimentefi 
and  his  laudable  zeal  and  industry  have  already  added  maoj 
valuable  facts  to  medical  science,  and  we  Houbt  not  bis 
future  labors  will  either  strengthen  or  correct  the  opinions  be 
has  advanced."  As  the  task  of  drawing  up  the  next  Report 
on  Medical  Science  will  devolve  on  Dr.  Dowler,  we  shall  ex- 
pect that  his  labors  in  his  favorite  field,  during  the  prttf^ 
year,  will  not  be  abated. 
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The  report  states  that  on  the  subject  of  the  Formation  and 
Developement  of  Organic  Cells,  the  essential  oijfanic  element 
of  animal  and  yegetable  bodies,  some  of  the  statements  6f 
Schwann  and  Schleiden,  which  have  been  the  received  doc- 
trines since  their  discoveries,  as  applicable  to  all  living  forms, 
has  been  questioned  by  Dr.  W.  J«  Burnett,  in  a  communica- 
tion laid  before  the  American  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science,  at  its  late  meeting  in  Cambridge. 

The  statement  of  the  German  discoverers  is,  that  nuclei  ap- 
appear  in  organisable  liquid,  and  that  the  growth  of  cells  is 
upon  and  around  these  nuclei,  while  Dr.  Burnett's  observations 
on  epithelial  cells  of  the  mucous  membranes,  and  on  pus-cells, 
the  result  of  inflamation,  have  brought  him  tojthe  opinion,  that 
the  nuclei  themselves  expand  into  hollow  spheres,  contain- 
ing a  fluid  at  first  clear,  then  cloudy,  at  leigth  g**ving  rise 
to  nuclei,  developing  in  this  way  a  neucleated  cell.  These 
nuclei  expand  into  cells  as  before,  bursting  the  original  one, 
becoming  themselves  possessed  of  nuclei,  and  thus  the  mul- 
tiplcation  and  growth  goes  on.  These  discrepancies  of  opin- 
ions among  microscopic  observers,  upon  points  hitherto  con- 
sidered sufficiently  established,  must  tend  to  destroy  confi- 
dence in  the  precision  and  accuracy  of  their  observations. 

We  next  find  a  notice  of  some  observations  by  Prof.^  J.  W. 
Draper  of  N.  Y.,  on  **  AUotropism  in  the  Living  Organic  Ele- 
ments," which  we  regard  of  sufficient  interest  to  introduce 
entire. 

**  It  is  not  necessary  to  explain  the  meaning  of  this  term. 
'U'hich  is  applied  to  ignorganic  and  elementary  bodies  that 
appear  in  dinferen  forms,  assuming  diflferent  physicsl  and  cbem- 
icsQ  relations.  The  three  leading  neutral  nitrogenized  bodies, 
fibrin,  albumen  and  casein,  are  in  a  remarkable  manner  alio- 
tropic.  First,  they  are  mutually  convertible,  hardly  deserving 
to  be  called  distinct  substances  more  than  charcoal,  plumbago* 
and  diamond,  allotropic  forms  of  carbon.  Again,  each  one  of 
them  easily  assumes  new  forms ;  one  variety  of  fibrin  being 
soluble  in  water,  another  being  not  so,  &c. 
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**  Of  th6  agents  which,  in  the  inorganic  kingdom  briDg  aboat 
these  changes,  the  imponderable  principles  are  the  most  im* 
portant.  Dr.  Draper  believes  that  the  nervous  system  has  a 
similar  power  of  changing  the  allotropic  condition  of  these 
proximate  elements  of  the  body,  and  that  the  existing  allotro- 
pic state  of  an  organized  molecule  determines  whether  it  shall 
yield  to  the  oxidizing  influence  of  arterial  blood,  oi*  not,  Uhat 
this  is  the  fundamental  fact  on  which  all  the  laws  of  inters 
tistial  death  depend.'  He  suggest  that  inflamation  may 
begm  by  an  allotropic  change  in  the  soft  solids  of  the  part* 
disposing  to  more  active  oxidation.  Hence,  according  to  the 
laws  of  circulation  he  has  formerly  bO  beautifully  developed,  an 
increased  afflux  of  blood  would  result.  Hence,  too,  a  higher 
proportion  in  the  urine  of  urea  and  sulphuric  acid,  results  ot 
the  oxidation  of  the  proximate  elements  above  named.  In 
congestion,  these  conditions  are  all  reversed.  This  view 
seems  to  harmonize  with  the  facts,  and  presents  them  more 
clearly  to  our  minds." 

The  report  proceeds  to  state  some  experiments  of  Prof.  J. 
Blake  of  St.  Louis,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  quan- 
tity of  blood  in  the  body,  which  led  the  experimenter  to  con- 
clude that  the  quantity  is  less  than  has  been  supposed.  The 
weight  of  the  blood  of  a  Dog,  the  animal  experimented  upon, 
is  estimated  at  one-eigth,  or  one-ninth  of  that  of  the  whole  an- 
imal. 

The  subject  or  Lymph-Corpuscles  being  visible   in  Dried 
Blood  under  the  Microscope  after  moisteing,  and  where  the 
colored  blood-discs  could  not  be  recognized ;  of  the  relation 
of  the  Nitrogen  of  the  Air  to  Respiration  and  Voice,  by  Prof. 
Moultrie,  and  of  Parasitic  Life  by  Dr.  Leidy  of  Philadelphia, 
and  Dr.  Bowditch  of  Boston,  are  successively  referred  to, 
A  practical  remark  lespecting  the  animal  and  vegetable  par 
asites  that  affect  the  human  teeth,  by  Dr.  Bowditch,  is  wor- 
rthy  of  record — it  is  that  Tobacco  Juice  and  Smoke  did  not 
impair  their  vitality,  neither  did  most  of  the  popular  tooth- 
washes,  while  Soap  destroyed  them  instantly.     Pure  White 
Soap  he  therefore  recommendsa  s  by  far  the  best  substance 
for  cleansing  the  teeth. 
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The  subject  of  Eodemicy  Epidemic  and  Contagious  Dis- 
eases, next  occupies  the  attention  of  the  committee*  The 
work  of  Prof.  J.  K.  Mitchell  on  the  crjptogamic  origin  of 
Malarial  and  Epidemic  Diseases  is  named,  and  the  pamphlet 
of  Prof.  J.  Knight,  on  the  propagation  of  communicable  Dis- 
eases, and  the  articles  of  Prof.  8.  H.  Dickson  on  the  same  sub- 
ject are  epitomised.  The  conclusions  to  which  Dr.  Knight 
arrives  on  this  subject,  are  briefly  stated  as  follows  . 

*'  1st.  All  febrile  diseases,  of  a  typhoid  and  maligUBnt  type, 
depend  upon,  as  their  predisposing  cause,  a  certain  endemic 
or  epidemic  constitution  of  the  atmosphere.  What  this  state 
is,  is  entirely  unknown* 

"  2d.  This  epidemic  constitution,  aided  by  the  common  ex- 
citing causes  of  disease,  is  at  times  sufficient  to  produce  them. 

''3d.  Whenever  this  epidemic  constitution  is  present,  they, 
will  be  communicated  from  the  sick  to  the  we^,  and  the  com- 
municability  is  a  common  cause  of  their  propagation.'* 

'-ft 

Prof.  Dickson  mentions  two  essential  characters  of  contar 

gion.  ''  The  matter  which  produces  such  disease,  must  be 
gerninal  and  self-multiplying,  and  this  reproduction  must  <^ 
pend  upon  or  be  favored  by  the  very  process  of  disease  which 
itself  gives  rise  to.  The  essential  matter  of  contagion  is 
not  isolated  and  examined  bv  itselfi  and  is  too  minute  to  be 
Studied  with  the  microscope.  It  exists  in  the  cells  of  cancers 
— in  the  newly  produced  fluids  of  the  exantbemati — in  the 
pus-globules  and  ichor  of  certain  specific  diseases — in  conec. 
tiun  with  animalcula  or  fungus  vegetation — and  lastly,  diflfused 
through  the  blood  or  certain  normal  secretions*  But  it  is  dis- 
tinct from  all  these  visible  forms  which  accompany  it — ^it  is, 
contained  in  these  fluids — associated  with  these  organic  forms, 
but  is  not  identical  with  them.  In  febrile  contagious  dis- 
eases the  contagious  matter  radiates,  but  in  non-febrile  conta- 
gious diseases,  contact  is  necessary  to  propogation.  He  fur- 
ther suggests  that  perhaps  the  germ  of  variola  may  grow  and 
multiply  in  another  nidus  than  the  human  body,  which  is  its  ' 
per  habitation.** 
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With  this  view  of  contagion,  he  regards  typhus,  pertussis, 
puerperal  fever,  dysentery,  yellow  fever  and  cholera,  as  ihey 
become  epidemic,  are  se!f-propagating,  and  easily  spreading 
from  a  focus,  as  necessarily  contagious.  He  particularly  in- 
sists upon  this  being  the  case  in  regard  to  cholera,  and 
that  its  germ  is  proved  to  be  organic  and  have  its  nidus  in  the 
human  body.  In  the  case  of  typhus,  pertussis,  puerperal  fe- 
ver and  dysentery,  and  we  might  add  erysipelas,  facts  deci-' 
dedly  favor  this  view ;  but  in  the  case  of  cholera,  the  writer 
of  this  article  is  decidedly  of  another  opinion* 

On  the  subject  of  contagion  and  infection,  there  seems  much 
vagueness  of  thought  and  expression  with  many  writers,  and 
we  are  sorry  to  class  Dr.  Knight  among  the  number.  Dr. 
Dickson  goes  farther  down  to  the  foundation  of  bis  subject, 
and  considers  the  question  of  the  cause  and  essential  nature  of 
contagion,  and  properly,  as  we  think,  places  it  in  a  material  and 
specific  poison — a  substance,  the  particles  of  which  are  too 
minute  to  be  seen  by  glasses,  but  which  nevertheless  have  a 
distinct  physical  existence,  probably  organic.  We  place  the 
cause  of  infectious  diseases  in  a  similar  Materia  Morbi ;  but 
we,  unlike  Dr.  Dickson,  make  a  distinction  between  infection 
and  strict  contagion ;  and  our  distinction  is  this — that  in  t 
strictly  contagious  disease  the  Materies  Morbi  is  ordinarily  pro- 
duced and  multiplied  only  in  the  bodies  of  persons  laboring 
under  the  disease,  while  in  an  infectious  disease  the  material 
cause  is  produced  and  multiplied  exterior  to,  and  independent 
of  the  body  in  a  state  of  disease.  In  this  latter  class  we 
place  the  poison  which  produces  Cholera,  and  we  therefore 
consider  this  an  infectious,  not  a  contagious  disease.  The 
poison  of  an  infectious  disease  may  be  portable — may  be  car- 
ried on  ship-board  from  New  York  to  Folly  Island,  or  New 
Orleans,  as  it  has  been  carried — or  may  be  spread  by  its  own 
independent  and  inherent  powers  of  multiplication,  when  cir- 
cumstances are  favorable,  for  many  miles  across  uninhabita- 
ted  and  unt raveled  deserts,  as  wc  believe  it  has   been  known 
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to  have  been.  It  may  select  particular  localities  in  a  city- 
particular  sides  of  streets — particular  stories  of  buildings — ^like 
swarms  of  insects  or  clouds  of  fungous  sporules— may  ap- 
pear most  abundant  where  conditions  of  soil,  atmosphere, 
moisture,  electricity,  &c.,  are  most  favorable  for  its  existence 
and  multiplication — ^it  may  spread  rapidly  and  exist  in  large 
quantities  where  these  are  favorable — or  if  germs  be  brought 
into  localities  in  these  respects  unfavorable,  they  may  fail  to 
multiply,  or  succeed  to  so  limited  an  extent  as  to  show  only 
slight  signs  of  their  existence,  afiecling  only  persons  most 
strongly  predisposed,  and  soon  disappear.  We  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  say  what  this  poison  is — whether  an  animacuU — ft. 
vegetable  sporule — an  organized  germ  cell,  or  a  chemical  pro- 
duct formed  from  elements  in  the  atmosphere.  One  of  the 
four  we  conceive  it  must  be,  wbich,  we  do  not*  know  ;  but  of 
one  thing  we  are  confident,  that  upon  the  hypothesis  of  a  ma- 
terial  poison,  as  the  cause  of  cholera,  produced  and  multi- 
plied independently  of  the  bodies  of  the  sick,  all  the  facts  in 
this  widely  spread,  terribly  fatal,  and  ever  identical  disease, 
can  be  accounted  for ;  and  only  upon  this  hypothesis  can  they 
be  accounted  for. 

As  a  single  argument  against  the  doctrine  of  the  contagion 
of  cholera,  we  mention  the  fact  suCBciently  attested  by  ob- 
servation,  that  in  a  locality  where  the  disease  is  prevailing, 
those  in  close  proximity  and  contact  with  the  sick,  are  not  a 
whit  more  liable  to  an  attack,  than  those  who  avoid  such  prox- 
imity and  contact.  Location  makes  a  difference,  but  the  pres- 
ence of  the  sick  does  not.  There  is  not,  to  our  mind,  the 
slightest  evidence,  that,  as  in  the  case  of  small-pox,  the  poison 
is  produced  in  the  bodies  of  the  sick,  and  communicated  from 
their  bodies  to  others,  which  is  the  essential  quality  of  conta- 
ion,  but  all  the  evidence  tends  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not. 

These  remarks  may  lie  considered  dogmatical ;  assertions 
without  proof ;  but  we  must  be  content  for  the  present  with 
a  mere  statement  of  some  of  our  opinions  on  this  subjects  not 
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having  space  in  this  article  for  an  extended  reference  to  facts* 
or  for  a  course  of  arguments  to  illucidate  and  sustain  tbem. 

Irregular  Malarial  Diseases  by  Prof.  Kirtland  ;  Re- Vacci- 
nation by  the  late  Dr.  Fisher  of  Boston;  the  Pathology  of 
Cholera,  from  theexcellent  **Report  on  the  Cholera  in  BosIoq 
in  1849";  and  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
condition  of  the  intestines  in  this  disease,  by  the  College  of 
Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  are  next  noticed  by  our  commit- 
tee ;  and  although  possessing  interest,  yet  not  much  novelty, 
we  are  compelled  for  want  of  space  to  pass  theoi  over. 

A  valuable  contribution  from  Prof.  Austin  Flint,  on  **Seroii8 
Effusions  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Arachnoid,''  is  next  presented. 
This  pathological  condition,  Dr.  Flint  considers  as  having 
been  generally  and  improperly  overlooked  of  late  ;  believing 
it,  as  he  does,  a  frecjtient  cause  of  death.  The  fluid  during 
life  gravitates  towards  the  spine  and  presses  on  the  Medulla 
Oblongata,  producing  derangement  of  the  functions  whose 
nerves  arc  derived  therefrom,  viz  :  respiration  and  deglution. 
Dr.  F.  thinks  this  effusion  liable  to  occur  as  an  incident  in  the 
course  of  various  afiections,  being  immediately  produced  by 
celebral  congestion,  and  without  premonitory  symptoms  bj 
which  it  can  be  predicted  ;  that  it  is  not  an  liufrequent 
cause  of  sudden  deaths,  such  as  are  ascribed  to  cerebral  con- 
gestion, or  effusion  within  the  ventricles;  and  that  it  causes 
death  by  ajjjieea^  from  pressure  on  the  medulla  oblongata. 

It  is  distinguished  by  the  sudden  developernent  of  grave 
cerebral  symptoms  as  coma  without  paralysis;  disordered  res- 
piration, wiihout  proportionate  disturbance  of  circulation;  lost 
or  impaired  deglutition  wiihout  disorder  of  intellect,  if  the 
patient  can  be  aroused — all  these  symptoms  not  preceded  by 
signs  of  meningitis,  and  rapidly  and  almost  surely  tending  to 
a  fatil  result  by  suspension  of  respiration.  He  expresses 
doubts  whether  much  can  be  expected  from  treatment. 

We  regard  the  subject  as  one  of  much  interest,  and  which 
requires  further  investigation. 
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A  new  form  of  Cerebral  Disease,  described  by  Dr.  L.  V. 
Bell  of  the  McLean  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  Massachusetts, 
i$  next  presented ;  and  as  Dr.  Bells  observations  are  of  much 
interest,  and  are  well  condensed  by  the  committee,  we  shall 
give  their  language  on  the  subject  nearly  entire.  We  the 
more  leadily  give  place  to  this,  as  those  having  charge  of  in- 
stitutions for  the  Insane  are  constantly  complaining  of  the 
mistakes  of  physicians  in  cases  of  insanity  generally,  and  par* 
tjcularly  in  those  of  this  kind.  They  state  that  cases  are  of- 
ten sent  to  Hospitals  which  from  their  rapidity  had  better  be 
kept  at  home,  while  others  are  not  sent  sufficiently  soon  ;  and 
they  also  complain  of  the  too  general,  profuse  and  indiscrimi- 
nate abstraction  of  blood,  and  the  too  free  use  of  other  deple- 
ting measures.  Whether  these  complaints  are  in  all  cases, 
well  founded,  we  are  not  prepared  to  say  ;  but  the  fact  that 
tbey  are  so  generally  made  by  those  who  make  insanity  a 
speciality,  is  sufficient  to  arrest  the  attention,  and  call  for  the 
deliberation  of  every  medical  man.     The  report  says, 

▲^'  This  new  form  ol  disease,  often  witnessed  in  hospitals  for 
tne  insane,  which,  though  generally  passing  for  acute  mania* 
really  differs  from  that  and  every  other  affection  of  the  brain, 
and  may  be  easily  recognized  after  being  once  noticed.  It  is 
niarked  by  the  following  peculiarities  :  It  attacks  abruptly, 
and  generally  within  a  week  compels  a  resort  to  the  hospital. 
The  want  of  sleep  has  then  become  extremely  urgent.  There 
are  no  signs  of  undue  arterial  action  iuNlhe  pulse.  The  de- 
lirium is  suspended  for  a  moment  or  two  by  an  effort  of  atten- 
tion. There  is  a  loss  of  appetite  and  loathing  of  food,  ac- 
companied with  the  idea  of  its  being  poisoned  or  filthy.  The 
hallucinations  are  characterised  by  an  indefinite  sensation  of 
distress  and  horror,  and  the  patient  is  not  easily  soothed  by 
management,  as  in  other  cerebral  affections.  Although  re- 
sembling at  first  sight  the  advanced  stages  of  typhoid  fever, 
especially  in  its  delirium,  it  has  none  of  the  characteristic  ex- 
ternal marks  of  this  disease.  It  is  forthe  most  part  fatal,  and 
runs  its  course,  whether  to  death  or  recovery,  in  three  or  four 
weeks.  It  differs  from  mania  in  the  following  particulars. 
The  meiftal  disturbance  is  rather  the  delirium  of  bodily  dis- 
ease than  of  mania.     The  lossof  appetite,  want  of  sleep, and 
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especially  the  sudden  loss  of  strength,  are  seldom  witnessed 
together  in  mania.  The  rapidity  of  its  course,  too,  maybe 
considered  as  a  diagnostic  symptom.  It  is  distinguished  fioai 
delirium  tremens  by  the  absence  of  the  cause  ;  by  the  char- 
acter of  the  hallucinations,  which  are  indeQnite  impressions 
of  personal  danger  and  sinfulness,  rather  than  serpents,  devils, 
sheriffs,  veimin,  &c. ;  by  the  absence  of  the   pathognomonic 

[)erspiration  of  delirium  tremens ;  and  by  the  fact  that  the 
atler  is  limited  to  eight  or  ten  days,  generally  terminatiDg-|iQ 
recovery  after  a  long  and  refreshing  slumber.  From  meno- 
geal  inflammation  it  differs,  in  wantingthe  pulse  of  inflamatioD, 
in  the  absence  of  pain  in  the  head,  of  intolerance  of  light, 
and  of  high  raving  delirium,  all  which  are  usually  present  in 
meningitis.  The  only  treatment  which  see.ms  to  promise  re- 
lief, consists  in  opium,  and  the  alcoholic  and  diffusible  stimuU 
liberally  used.* 

The  committee  next  refer  to  "  Etherization  in  Insanity." 
It  appears  from  the  statements  of  Dr.  Ray  of  Butler  Hospital, 
R.  L,  corroborated  by  Dr.  Bell,  that  only  slightly  beneficial 
effects  are  produced  by  it. 

The  report  next  gives  a  summary  of  a  communication  froi 
Mr.  J.  B.  Richards,  Principal  of  the  School -for  Teaching  and 
Training  of  Idiots,  at  South  Boston,  Mass*     This   State  uso- 
ally  among  the  first  in  the  prosecution  of  every   good  work  of 
Science  and  Benevolence,  has  established  this  experioientil 
School,  numbeiing  last  March,  when  we  had    the  pleasure  of 
visiting  it,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  children  and  young  persons, 
selected  with  with  a  view  to  variety,  from  the  different  classei 
of  idiots ;  langing  from  those  that  are  merely  simpletons,  dowa 
the  lowest  grade  of  helpless  deformity,  and  pitiable  ameDsia. 
The  plan  of  management  appears  simple  and  philosophical; 
and  the  improvement  made  in  the  condition  of  many  of  those 
unfortunate  beings,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  Princi- 
pal, who  is  evidently  entirely  devoted  to  his  pursuit,  is  hichW 
gratifying. 

According  to  the  communication  of  Mr.  Richards  to  the 
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Committeey  out  of  iOSMises  of  idocy  investigated  under  the 
auspices  of  the  State,  ^02  were  congenital,  tlwi^iii^  the  re- 
sponsibility of  three  fourths  of  the  cases  upon  the  parents, 
and  the  intimation  is  made  that  the  condition  of  tho  remain- 
der would  have  been  greatly  modified,  had  their  parents  po«- 
aessed  good  constitutions,  and  observed  the  laws  of  health, 
as  every  parent  should  do,  who  takes  the  responsibility  of  bring- 
ing a  human  being  into  existence. 

The  report  proceeds :  "  Believing  that  idocy  results  in  a 
great  measure  from  a  low  condition  of  the  parents'  vital  fbr- 
ces,  Mr.  Richards  enumerates  the  following  agents  which  pro- 
duce this  condition ;  alcoholic  drinks,  licentiousness  in  all  its 
forms,  gluttony,  exhaustion  from  too  great  mental  or  ph^ical 
labor,  weakness  resulting  from  the  want  of  sufficient  mental 
or  bodily  exercise,  low  and  insufficient  diet,  and  unhealthy 
occupations/' 

A  tabular  view  of  a  large  number  of  cases  showing  their 

particular  causes  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained  is  given — ^but 

^  o|i|r  space  will  not  allow  us   to  transcribe  it.     In   those  cases 

not  congenital,  perverted  sexuality  is  by  far  the  most  frequent 

cause. 

We  have  traveled  somewhat  out  of  our  way  in  noticing 
this  school  for  the  education  of  idiots,  because  these  unfortu- 
nate beings,  many  of  them  susceptible  of  great  improvement, 
have  been  almost  universally  neglected,  so  far  as  public  sys- 
tematic efforts  are  concerned,  to  improve  their  condition,  this 
institution  being  the  first  of  the)(ind,at  least  of  a  public  char- 
acter, ever  undertaken  in  this  country. 

Neo-macrapia — or  a  peculiar  kind  of  abnormal  vision  not 
before  noticed,  by  Prof.  C.  Dewey ;  a  case  of  Spontaneous 
Hydrophobia^  by  Dr.  Condie ;  Angina  Pectoris,  by  Dn  8. 
Kneeland  of  Boston;  Oerebral  Symptoms  in  Heart  Disease, 
by  Drs.  Flint,  and  D.  J.  C.  Cain,  are  next  successively  no- 
ticed. ^  On  the  subject  of  the  pathology  of  Angina  Pectaris, 
Dr.  Kneeland  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  disease  con* 
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sists  in  derangement  of  the  moter filements  of  the  par  vagaoif 
and  that  this  nerve  may  be  affected  with  •*  Neuralgia  and 
rheumatism,  with  inflamation,  it  may  be  compressed  by  mo^ 
bid  growths;  its  spinal  origin  may  be  compromised  by  hem- 
orrhage, accidental  wounds,  and  various  irritations,  all  of 
which  may  cause  the  symptoms  of  this  aflfectiori."  He  adds 
that  **  in  addition  to  the  remedies  of  the  books,  special  atlen- 
lion  should  be  given  to  the  inhalation  of  oxygen,  and  to  the 
use  of  electricity." 

The  causes  of  Pulmonary  Consumption  are  next  briefly  re- 
ferred to.  Dr.  Condie  stated,  lliat  *'  since  more  attention  had 
been  paid  to  the  collection  of  correct  statistics,  consumption 
has  been  shown  to  be  the  disease  rather  of  civilized  life  than 
of  locality  or  climate."  High  southern,  and  high  northern 
latitudes  are  now  considered  nearlv  alike  favorable  to  the  de- 
velopement  of  the  disease.  *'  Besides  herediiarj-  influence, 
long-continued  sedentary  occupations,  indoor  confinemeDt. 
particularly  in  narrow,  ill-ventilated  apartments  ;  insufficiert 
nutriment,  close  mental  occupation,  unbroken  b3'  relaxation 
and  activeexercise,  and  anxiety  ot  mind,"  are  reckoned  among 
the  most  prominent  causes  of  the  disease.  These  latter 
views,  though  not  novel,  cannot  be  loo  frequently  reiterated, 
or  too  constantly  borne  in  mind.  The  great  relative  import- 
ance of  hygienic  management  in  the  treatment,  as  well  a* 
prevention  of  this  disease — is  now  universally  acknowl- 
edged. 

Prof.  C.  Hooker's  essay  on  Intestinal  Auscultation,  favon- 
bly  noticed  by  the  committee,  we  must  pass  over,  as  well  af 
Dr.  Breed's  experiments  with  plasters  of  cantharides,  hot 
water  Pud  steam,  combined  with  pressure,  upon  his  own 
flesh. 

We  will  simply  state,  however,  that  these  experimenti 
brought  Dr.  Breed  to  the  following  conclusions  :  "  1st.  Thai 
evaporation  is  not  essential  to  the  formation  of  a  blister." 

**2d.  That  a  certain  degree  of  pressure   will  prevent  ibe 
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formation  of  a  blister^  And  they  brougM  us  to^this  conclu* 
sion,  that  Dr.  Breed  of  Cambridge  Laboratory,  is  toarmly  en- 
gaged in  the  cause  of  science. 

We  can  only  name  several  other  subjects  of  more  or  less 
interest,  treated  of  in  the  report,  viz  :  '*  Urinar}'  Calculi" — 
^*  Causes  of  Mortality  in  Children  of  the  two  sexes;"  •*  Influ- 
ences operating  to  change  the  number  of  births  ;"  **  Mode  of 
Actions  of  .Poisons  ;"  under  which  last  head  the  continued  ex- 
periments  of  Dr.  Blake  of  St.  Loms,  calculated  to  show  that 
poisons  act  alone  by  absorption,  are  mentioned.  **  Poisoning 
by  Cedar  Oil ;"  '•  Effects  of  Strychinia  and  Hydrocyanic 
Acid ;"  "Chloroform  as  an  antidote  to  Strychinia ;"  under 
which  head  it  is  stated  that  two  drachms  of  Chloroform  swal- 
lowed, counteracted  in  fifteen  minutes  the  manifested  effects 
of  three  grains  of  Strychnia  in  Solution.  *'  Comparative  ef- 
fects of  different  Anaesthetics;"  "effects  of  Anaesthetics  on 
Vegetable  Organs ;"  "Action  of  diffJ^rcnt  waters  on  Lead 
Pipes;"  "Relation  of  Lead  to  Air  and  Water  ;"  and  "Moisture 
Ammonia,  and  Organic  matter  in  the  Atmosphere." 

The  last  subject  of  science  dwelt  upon  in  the  report,  is  the 
much  talked  of  Ozone.  On  account  of  the  interest  this  sub- 
ject may  naturally  be  supposed  to  possess  with  the  readers  of 
this  Journal,  we  give  the  language  of  the  committee  upon  it 
entire.  • 

"  This  substance  has  come  into  notice  during  the  year  past 
from  its  supposed  connection  with  catarrhal  diseases,  as  no- 
ticed in  Europe ;  and  with  cholera,  as  suggested  by  physicians 
of  Chicago.  The  nature  and  even  the  individuality  of  ozone 
are  not  quite  determined.  Professor  Peter  has  published  in- 
teresting observations  on  this  subject.  He  tested  the  amount 
of  ozone  in  the  air  at  Lexington  by  the  usual  means,  a  strip  of 
bibulous  paper  being  smeared  with  a  paste  of  starch  and  a  so- 
lution of  pure  iodide  of  potassium.  His  observations  were 
daily,  from  June  30  to  August  12,  being  not  far  from  the  com- 
plete period  in  which  cholera  prevailed  at  Lexington.  There 
was  no  constant  relation  between  the  probable  amount  of 
ozone  in  the  air  and  the  daily  number  of  deaths  ;  the  indica* 
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tions  of  ozone  did  not  cease  with  the  cessation  of  cholera;  and 
it  would  seem  that  the  principle  which  discolors  the  iodide  of 
potassium  is  rarely  absent  from  the  atmosphere. 

*'  Some  considerations  unfavorable  to  the  supposed ioAueaoe 
of  ozone  are  these:  Ozone  is  a  vaporous  or  gaseous  substance 
and  must  tend  to  diffuse  itself  equally,  which  the  cholera  doei 
nou  If  ozone  is  produced  by  electrical  causes,  itcertaiol? 
must  be  present  in  the  atmosphere  of  South  America,  which 
is  known  to  be  remarkably  exempt  from  the  epidemic.  Ai 
the  slow  combustion  of  phosphoros  produces  ozone,  workmen 
in  manufactories  of  friction  matches  should  suffer  from  the 
diseases  produced  by  it.  The  ozone  theory  of  cholera,  on  the 
whole,  is  not  sustained.* 

Professor  EUet  made  analyses  of  the  air  in  New  York,  ud- 
der  the  auspices  of  the  Board  of  Healtii,  during  the  pievt- 
lence  of  cholera  in  that  city.  His  results  were  wholly  negfr 
tive  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  any  foreign  matter  in  the 
air.  As  to  ozone,  he  says,  'I  was  forced  to  the  conclusioi 
not  only  that  no  such  peculiar  principle  or  condition  existed  ii 
the  atmosphere  at  the  time,  but  that  the  experiments  of  those 
European  chemists  who  have  announced  the  production,  bj 
artificial  means,  of  such  a  new  form  of  matter,  or  such  a  inoJ* 
ilied  or  *allotropic'  condition  of  any  of  those  ibrms  previooslj 
known  to  us,  are  unsatisfactory.'t 

Prof.  Horsford  has  observed  that  ozone,  subjected  to  a  heat 
of  130o  Fahrenheit,  loses  its  properties. 

The  report  closes  by  recommending  the  restriction  of  the 

future  committees  of  the  Association,  to  the  letter  of  its  eiisl* 

ing  regulations,  viz :  to  improvements  in  the  respective  branduB 

assigned  them,  during  the  year  of  their  service  ;  (with  which  sea- 

timent  we  are  constrained  to  repeat  our  hearty  concurrcDcej 

and  by  an  allusion  to  the  increasing  extent  of  our  couatrj* 

and  its  multiplying  facilities  for  scientific  advancement.  Agai- 

siz,  Guyot,  Horsford,  Wy man,  and  Leidy,  are  alluded  to,  (and 

there  might  have  been  added  Clark,  and   Draper,  and  many 

others,)  as  those  whose  light  like  the  rising  sun,  is  gilding  the 

east,  and  spreading  its  beams  over  our  wide-spread  countij* 

Considering  the  impression  which  many  otherwise  intelligeot 

*TruiiyIvania  Medical  Journal,  Oct.  1849,  p.  148. 
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|>eople  of  the  Atlantic  border  seem  to  entertain  of  the  west, 
the  following  recognition  of  its  advancing  civilizcUiant  comings 
as  it  is  presumed,  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  shonld 
pass  unnoticed. 

"  Already,"  continues  the  report,  "  in  the  Valley  of  the  Mis- 
•issippi,  where  within  the  memory  of  the  living,  the  red  man 
was  lord  of  the  domain  ;  beautiful  cities  adorn  the  banks  ot 
the  majestic  rivers,"  (and  there  might  have  been  added,populou8 
ports  grace  the  inland  seas,)  '*  containing  Colleges,  and  Semi- 
naries of  learning,  where  gifted  minds  are  diffusing  the  bless- 
ings of  science  and  literature." 

While  our  brethren  of  the  east  claim  to  compare  them- 
selves with  the  rising  Sun;  we  hope  that  the  mighty  west, 
with  her  Drake,  her  Dudley,  her  Dowler,  and  her  host  of  oth- 
ers, may  not  be  considered  as  presumptuous,  in  claiming  some 
Stars  in  the  firmament  of  American  Medical  Science. 

On  the  whole  we  are  pleased  with  the  document,  the  sub- 
stance of  a  large  portion  of  which,  we  have  attempted  to  pre- 
sent. A  greater  amount  of  originality  of  thought,  and  of  crit- 
cal  remarks,  indicating  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  as  to 
the  truthfulness  and  relative  importance  of  the  various  alleged 
discoveries  and  improvements,  would  have  been  desirable, 
giving  the  whole  less  the  appearance  of  a  mere  abstract,  and 
more  the  character  of  an  elaborate  philosophical  report  ema- 
nating from  a  learned  society.  But  the  American  association 
.  is  in  its  infancy,  and  we  can  hardly  expect  as  much  from 
it  at  present,  as  from  the  older  European  Societies  of  a  simi- 
lar character.  It  will  improve  in  the  tone  and  general  charac- 
ter of  its  eminations  as  it  advances.  In  the  present  instance, 
a  laudable  amount  of  industry  has  been  manifested  by  the 
committee  in  collecting  materials,  and  the  style  of  their  re- 
port for  the  most  part,  is  concise,  perspicuous,  and  correct. 
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ARTICLE  II. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Practical  Medicine  and  Epiiimict. 

This  report  should  possess  a  paramount  interest,  as  de- 
signed to  show  the  advance  we  are  making  towards  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  ulterior  objects  of  the  profession.  When 
a  year  rolls  around  without  anything  transpiring  to  impro« 
our  knowledge  of  the^  nature  of  disease,  or  our  means  of 
treating  it,  wp.  may  set  it  down  as  a  period  of  professional 
barrenness.  But  on  the  other  hand,  when  we  can  make  th 
demonstration  perfect  of  a  single  principle  or  fact  bearing  uy 
on  these  subjects,  we  may  console  ourselves  with  the  a5S^^ 
ance  that  we  are  still  advancing,  although  it  may  be  at  a  v^ 
ry  moderate  pace.  Tried  by  this  standard,  as  exhibited  in  ibc 
report  before  us,  our  profession  cannot  be  said  to  he  makings 
very  rapid  advancement. 

But  we  propose  to  inform  our  readers,  in  reference  to  lb? 
manner  and  matter  of  the  report,  and  allow  them  to  jmb 
of  the  evidence  of  improvement  for  themselves. 

The  first  three  pages  are  principally  devoted  to  commcniin; 
upon  the  Literature  of  Practical  Medicine,  and  serve  as  k 
introduction  to  the  main  subject  of  the  report — Asiatic  Ch(H" 
era.  To  this  subject  there  are  devoted  twenty-two  pages.  Th? 
remaining  four  pages  are  occupied  with  references  to  Yeli'^ 
Fever,  Scarlatina,  Variola,  and  Typhoid  Fever. 

There  is  some  valuable  statistical  information  upon  i- 
subject  of  Cholera  in  the  report ;  especially  in  reference  i' 
its  prevalence  and  treatment  in  Philadelphia,  and  her  diffif.'" 
ent  Cholera  Hospitals. 

The  subject  of  treatment  is  first  taken  up,  and  the  succe>' 
in  different  hands,  and  of  different  modes  of  practice  cora- 
pared. 


*. 
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The  mortality  in  the  seven  Cholera  hospitals  of  Philadel- 
phia and  Liberties  in  1849,  with  a  brief  synopsis  of  treat- 
nient  in  each,  is  shown  by  the  following  summary,  which  we 
make  up  from  the  official  report  of  each,  as  given  in  the  docu- 
ment before  us : 

Moyamensing  Hospital.  The  treatment  at  first  was  stimu- 
lating, and  very  unsuccessful,  1  in  1.54  died.  After  the  treat- 
ment was  changed  and  the  principal  reliance  placed  on  opi- 
um in  from  3  to  9  gr.  doses,  the  mortality  was  only  1  in  8. 
These  results  appear  to  include  several  cases  of  other  disea- 
ses. 

Cherry  Street  Hospital.  The  want  of  success  of  the  Cal- 
omel, opium  and  stimulent  course  of  treatment,  induced  their 
abandonment.  Reliance  was  finally  placed  on  the  free  use 
of  Quinine.  Mortality  of  14  in  37  cases  of  cholera,  or  1  in 
1.92  a  little  over  one  Imlf. 

Richmond  Hospital  Philadelphia,  The  principal  reliance 
was  on  internal  and  external  stimulents,  with  friction  in  col- 
lapsed cases,  and  astringents,  Calomel,  opium  &c.  in  the  oth- 
ers.    Mortality,  4  in  15  cases  of  Cholera,  or  1  in  3.75. 

Southtoark  Hospital.  Venesection  and  cups  ;  small  doses 
of  Chloroform  in  camphor  water,  to  allay  nausea ;  dry  friction 
for  relief  of  spasams ;  opium,  camphor,  and  sugar  of  lead, 
a  agr.  j,  every  1,  2  or  3  hours,  to  arrest  alvinc  evacuations, 
were  the  chief  remedies  used  here.  Of  64  cholera  cases,  but 
6  died,  or  1  in  10.4. 

Northern  Liberty  Hospital.  Treatment  not  reported  ;  mor- 
lality  of  cholera  cases,  17  in  47,  or  1  in  2.76. 

Pine  St.  C.  Hospital.  "  The  treatment  in  this  hospital  was 
founded  upon  the  indications  as  manifested  by  the  symptoms." 
Mortality  of  cholera  cases,  8  in  14,  or  1  in  1,75.  • 

Bush  Hill  Hospital.  Treatment  not  reported.  Mortality 
of  cholera  cases,  20  in  38,  or  1  in  1.9. 

These  statistics  present  a  very  striking  contrast  between 
the  South  wark  Hospital,  and  all  of  the  others,  in  tfat  lesolti  of 
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treatment.  The  contrast,  too,  becomes  much  more  striklDg« 
when  taken  in  connection  with  the  statement  of  Dr.  D.  Fran- 
cis Condie,  one  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Southwark  Hospi- 
tal, that  he  was  careful  not  to  report  a  case,  unless  of  marked 
character,  and  that  his  private  practice  was  much  more  suc- 
cessful than  that  of  the  Hospital,  the  mortality  being  oaly 
four  per  centum. 

But  the  summary  presented  in  the  report  before  us,  seems 
to  be  very  carelessly  or  unintelligibly  drawn  up;  as,  instead 
of  corresponding  to  the  seven  Hospitals  reported,  there  arc 
ten  ratios  of  mortality  given.  And  instead  of  the  lowest  be- 
ing less  than  ten  per  cent,  it  is  put  at  nine,  and  instead  of 
the  average  mortality  of  selected  cholera  cases,  being  1  it 
3.27,  it  is  put  down  at  one  in  3.3. 

After  remarks  upon  different  modes  of  practice,  as  po^ 
sued  by  different  physicians,  amongst  the  most  highly  recom- 
mended of  which,  is,  the  salt  and  mustard  emetic,  the  subjeu 
of  treatment  is  closed  by  the  following  judicious  remarks: 

"So  far  as  the  committee' have  been  able  to  collect ih* 
sentiments  of  physicians  much  conversant  with  the  subjeaot 
the  treatment  of  cholera,  they  believe  that  the  internal  seda- 
tives and  astringents  in  moderate  and  frequent  doses,  promp 
venesection,  and  external  stimuli,  including  heat  and  colJ  i* 
the  case  may  require,  and  salines,  constitute  tlie  most  suc- 
cessful practice  in  this  formidable  disorder.  One  of  the  mas: 
common  errors  consists  in  the  want  of  patience,  and  in  lb? 
restless  change  of  the  mode  of  remediation,  so  that  a  raei^^ 
cine  is  not  permitted  to  make  a  permanent  impression,  befon? 
a  new  article  is  substituted.  It  is  chiefly  for  this  reason  iha: 
empirical  remedies  have  so  often  acquired  a  reputation  sup^ 
rior  to  that  of  a  more  rational  practice  which  is  not  so  steadi- 
ly adhered  to." 

The  cause  of  cholera  is  next  discussed,  and  at  considerable 

length.     To  fairly  understand  the  arguments,  it  may  l)c  ^^• 

to  remember,  (as  the  report  does  not  divulge  the  fact,)  tbs: 

the  author  had  previously  advanced  the  doctrine  of  the  cnrp- 

togamous    origin  of  cholera,  a  doctrine  which  has  for  its  sup- 
port some  plausibilities. 
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Passing  over  the  arguments  in  reference  to  the  modus  oper- 
andi of  the  poison  producing  the  disease,  which  assume  the 
unity  of  cholera  with  various  other  diseases  that  occur  at  the 
same  time  from  the  unity  of  their  causes,  which  is  again  argued 
from  their  coincidence,  we  shall  proceed  to  notice  the  history 
of  its  introduction  into  this  country,  and  as  it  is  concise  and 
brief,  we  quote  it  entire. 

**  That  cholera  is  a  portable  disease  seems  now  difficult  to 
doubt.  Passing  over  the  old  and  oft-repeated  arguments  de- 
rived from  the  Topaz  frigate,  by  which  it  seems  to  have  been 
carried  to  the  island  of  Mauritius,  that  of  the  Bakou,  by  which 
it  appears  to  have  been  conveyed  to  Astracan,  the  CarrickSy 
by  which  it  seems  to  have  reached  Quebec,  and  the  Amelia, 
which  obviously  carried  it  to  Folly  Island,  we  have  taken 
some  pains  to  collect  the  information  necessary  to  understand 
fully  the  part  sustained  by  the  infected  ships  which  arrived  in 
the  United  States  just  at  the  period  of  the  outbreak  ofchqj- 
era  at  the  New  York  quarantine  station  and  at  New  Orleans. 

The  infected  ship  which  arrived  first  was  the  New  York, 
which  left  Havre  on  the  9th  of  Nov.,  ten  days  after  the  Swan- 
ton  sailed  thence  for  New  Orleans,  the  latter  ship  having 
weighed  anchor  on  the  30th  of  Octobor.  On  the  25th  of 
November,  the  New  York  was  in  N.  Lat  42o,  Long.  W.  61p, 
out  from  port  16  days,  when  there  occurred  the  first  case  of 
cholera.     The  patient  died  in  about  48  honrs. 

One  day  later,  26th  Nov.,  the  Swanton,  out  fi"om  Port  27 
days,  was  in  latitutde  25  deg.  47  min.  N,  Long.  57  deg.  OS 
min.  West,  when  there  occcurred  the  first  case  of  cholera. 
The  patient  died  in  about  4S  hours. 

The  New  York  arrived  on  the  1st  Dec,  or  in  six  days,  and 
the  Swanton  entered  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  on  the  9th, 
or  in  13  days.  On  the  10th,  one  person  died  of  cholera  in 
the  river,  and  on  the  11th,  just  as  the  ship  reached  New  Or- 
leans, a  case  occurred  on  board,  which  was  sent  to  the 
Charity  Hospital. 

The  first  cholera  patient  not  attached  to  the  ship  New  York 
was  seized  forty-eignt  hourfl  after  having  been  on  board,  and 
died  on  the  safoe  day.  A  nurse,  who  had  not  been  on  boa  d 
and  who  was  not  known  to  have  had  any  communication  with 
the  people  of  the  New  York,  was  also  seized  on  the  same  day, 
and  within  that  day  died. 


V 
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The  first  person  in  no  way  connected  with  the  Swanton, 
who  was  attacked  by  cholera  at  New  OrleanSy  was  seized  on 
the  evening  of  the  13th,  just  forty-eight  hours  after  the  arri- 
val of  the  vessel  at  the  Levee,  On  the  15th»  there  were 
admitted  into  the  Charity  Hospital  from  the  city  eight  cases 
of  Cholera. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that,  in  both  ships*  the  tirst  ca- 
scs  of  cholera  occurred  during  a  sudden  change  of  the  weath- 
er from  an  agreeable  coolness  to  a  comparatively  great  warmlh, 
owing  to  a  south  wind  succeeding  to  a  norlheni  one.  The 
thermometer  in  the  New  York,  on  the  Soili  Nov.,  stood  at  6O0, 
and  the  Captain  (Duncan)  of  the  Swanton,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Chairman  of  this  Committee,  says  :  **  Previously  to  the  com- 
mencement ot  the  sickness,  for  tweniy-ftiur  hours  wc  were 
visited  by  a  very  hot  south-east  wind,  such  an  one  as  I  never 
before  felt ;  indeed,  it  was  more  like  artiiicially  healed  nir 
than  anything  else."  The  first  case  camo  on  epilepticallv, 
after  which  there  ensued  a  diarrh(x?,  vomitings,  cramps,  anJ 
death. 

To  enable  the  Association  the  better  to  see  the  relative  jio- 
sitions  of  these  two  ve-sels,  the  Commiitee  have  caused  to  be 
carefully  \)repared  a  chart,  which  is  herewith  presented.  By 
this,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  two  vessels,  so  nearly  simulane- 
ously  and  similarly  attacked,  were  separated  by  three  degrees 
of  longitude,  and  sixteen  of  latitude,  or,  in  other  words,  v^ne 
nearly  1000  miles  asunder.  Each  of  them  retained  theii:^ 
ease  until  arrival.  Each  sent  ashore  cases  of  cholera,  anJ 
notwithstanding  the  very  great  clifFerence  of  climate  nnJ 
weather  in  Staten  Island  and  New  Orleans,  the  people  of  ihf 
respective  places  were  attacked  in  the  short  space  of  Mny-  I 
eight  hours  after  arrival.  It  may  not  he  unpardonal^le  herf 
to  mention  the  fact  that,  in  1S32,  the  Carricks  brought  choi^ 
ra  to  Grosse  Isle,  the  quarantine  station  of  Quebec,  on  w 
6th  of  June,  and  that  on  the  8lh,  cases  began  to  appear  in 
Quebec.  | 

In  whatever  way  these  vessels  may  have  received  the  in- 
fection of  cholera,  there  is  left  but  little  doubt  that  they  brousbi 
the  cause  of  disease  to  their  respective  ])orts,  and  commu^"' 
cated  it  to  the  people  on  shore.  There  is,  therefore,  g^x'J 
reason  to  believe  in  the  yortabUity  of  Cholera^ 

This  would  seem  to  he  pretty  good  argument   in  favor  of 

the  doctrine  of  the  communicability  of  the    disease,  and  wc 
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could  see  no  violeDce  either  to  the  argument  or  conclusion  by 
substituting  the  word  communicable  for  portable.  Nor  could 
we  see  any  injury  from  this  change  of  terms,  to  the  author's 
pecuHar  notions  in  reference  to  the  fungeous  nature  of  the  poi. 
son,  since,  if  fungous,  it  must  be  a  specific  variety  of  the 
fungi,  and  may  be  entirely  dependent  upon  animal  influences 
in  its  propogation.  But  the  author  turns  immediately  around 
and  adduces  arguments  which  he  terms  '*  numerous  and  co- 
gent," against  the  doctrine  of  contagion. 

But  let  us  examine  these  numerous  and  cogent  reasons. 
The  first  is  found  in  the  manner  and  appearance  of  the  chol 
era  in  Philadelphia,  in  1S49  ;  the  history  of  which  is  accom 
panied  by  an  outline  map,  showing  the  position  of  each  ot 
the  first  23  cases  reported  to  the  board  of  health,  with  the 
date  of  its  occurrence.  By  this  showing  it  would  appear  that 
on  the  30th  of  May,  three  cases  were  reported,  and  of  the  F? 
following|days,  there  were  six  days  without  any  reports,  on 
five  days  there  was  one  case  reported  each  day ;  on  one  day 
three,  and  on  one  day  four  cases.  It  appears  that  they  oc- 
curred in  various  and  remote  parts  of  the  city,  and  liberties 
seeming  to  have  little  or  no  connection  or  relation  one  with 
another.     Notes  were  addressed  to  the  attendant  physicians. 

**  A  few  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  notes  were  sent,  failed  to 
answer  them.  Two  had  cases  which  had  been  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  other  cases,  but  fifteen  replied  decidedly  that 
there  was  no  reason  to  believe  that  their  patients  had  been 
exposed  to  an  infected  place,  or  to  any  case  or[]cases  of  chol- 
era. One  case,  the  eleventh,  which  occurred  on  the  12th  day 
of  the  epidemic  visitation,  had  recently  visited  the  infected 
city  of  New  York." 

The  facts  above  stated  being  placed  in  a  tabular  form,  with 
the  date  of  the  occurrence  of  each  case,  the  distance  each 
was  from  the  one  that  last  preceded  it,  and  the  name  of  the 
attendant  physician  to  each,  compose  the  sum  and  substance 
^f  this  first  argument  in  reference  to  which  the  author  ob- 
Mrves : 


378      REPORT  OF  COMMITTBR  OS  PRACTICAZi  MEincm. 

A  review  of  these  facts  so  carefully  collected  and  so  thoi^ 
oughly  scrutinized,  does  not  favor  the  propagation  by  coatsr 
gion  but  leads  rather  to  the  conclusion  that  the  atmosphere  of 
the  whole  city  had  become  slightly  epidemical,  not  being  saf- 
ficiently  poisonous  to  produce  its  specific  effects  unless  aided 
by  personal  imprudence,  on  a  deleterious  locality. 

How  carefully  collected  and  thoroughly  scrutainized  in  ref- 
erence to  the  proof  in  hand  ?     Are  we  told  vrbcther  or  not  the 
disease  prevailed  in  the  city  before  the  board  of  health  re- 
ceived regular  reports ;  as  was  the  case  in  almost  all  other 
cities  ?     Was  there  instituted  a  thorough  enquiry  to  ascertain 
whether  the  cases  had  been  exposed  directly  or  indirectly  to 
contagion  ?  or  was  the  non-exposure  assumed  as  it  generally 
has  been  in  cities,  because  no  one  knew  of  exposure  without 
the  trouble  of  making  enquiry  ?     Are  we    told   whether  anj 
of  the  cities  and  towns  with  which  Philadelphia  has  daily 
and  extensive  intercourse  in  all  her  municipalities,  were  affec- 
ted before  the  time   referred  to  or  not  ?     No,  in  reference  lo 
these  points,  essential  to  the  value  of  the  statistics  as  bearing 
upon  the  question  of  contagion,   the  report   is  entirely  silent 
And  excepting  the  testimony  of  the  fifteen  physicians  quoted 
above,  which  for  aught  that  appears,  was  given  long  after  iheca- 
sesoccurred,  and  without  any  notes  oi'particularjenquiries  made 
at  the  time,  to  aid  the  memory,  the  whole  historyjthus  paraded 
has  very  little  bearing  upon  the  point.     As  I  have  said  on  a 
former  occasion,  cities   are  not  the  places  to  investigate  thif 
question,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  tracing  exposure. 

The  next  evidence  is  a  history  of  the  disease  in  two  families, 
twenty-six  miles  from  Philadelphia,  in  which  it  committed  great 
ravages,  one  after  another  being  attacked  in  rapid  succession. 
Here  the  possibility  of  contagion  is  not  disputed,  as  one  mem- 
ber of  the  afflicted  community,  with  whom  those  first  attacked 
had  intercourse,  though  remaining  well  himself,  had  been  to 
the  city  where  cholera  prevailed,  about  a  week  and  one  oth- 
er about  three  weeks  previously  to  the  attack.  The  disease 
in  the  form  of  cholera  did  not  spread  beyond  the  two  families 


-'  I' 


SBPORT   OF  COlUflTTEB  ON  PRAOTIOAL  VBDIOINB.      879 

except  cue  case»  and  that  had  not  been  exposed  directly,  yet 

the  neighborhood  was  immediately  affected  with  diarrhoe  and 

dysentery.     The  following  are  our  author's  conclusions : 

**  If  this  were  a  case  of  contagion,  it  must  have  remained 
latent  for  more  than  three  weeks,  and  then  have  broken  out 
simultaneously  in  the  person  who  had  been  to  Philadelphia 
and  those  who  had  not  been  there ;  or  if  assumed  to  have 
been  brought  by  the  carpet-weaver,  who  remained  well,  we 
are  left  in  the  difficulty  of  supposing  that  the  disease  is  so 
contagious  as  to  be  carried  twenty-six  miles  by  one  who  does 
not  himself  suffer,  and  yet  is  so  non-contagious  as  to  fail  to 
spread  to  the  neighbors  and  visitors  of,  persons  really  and 
sorely  affected." 

If  it  had  been  decided  that  the  contagion  of  cholera  must 
act  in  a  specific  time,  or  that  it  must  affect  those  with  whom 
it  comes  in  contact,  then  these  laws  of  its  spread  might  fur- 
nish data  for  argument,  and  the  remarks  quoted  would  be 
quite  pertinent;  but  on  the  abstract  question  of  its  being  com- 
municated, we  confess  we  do  not  see  their  force. 

Next  we  have  reports  of  a  number  of  cases  quoted,  where 
the  cholera  did  not  spread,  though  having  ample  opportunities. 
But  does  the  fact  that  its  spread  is  influenced  by  conditions, 
invalidate  the  evidence  of  its  spreading  by  communication 
where  it  does  spread  ? 

We  next  have  the  arguments  adduced  against  contagion  in 

which  we  are  surprised  at  an  extreme  looseness  of  expression. 

The  first  paragraph  is  in  illustration. 

'*  Contagious  diseases,  indisputably  such,  require  a  consid- 
erable period  of  incubation,  as  might  be  supposed  where  the 
reproduction  of  the  poison  in  the  system  creates  the  disorder. 
No  such  disease  is  demonstratively  active  until  aflcr  a  period 
of  at  least  seven,  and  in  most  cases  nine  days  from  the  time 
of  exposure." 

Is  not  gonorrhora  demonstratively  active  in  less  than  seven 
days  ?   Is  it  not  variable  in  the  the  time  of  its  incubation  ? 

The  second  argument  is  that  cholera  is  producible  by  im- 
prudence in  diet  and  filthiness.  If  this  be  true,  why  do  we 
not  h»ve  cholera  oftener  in  this  country  than  four  our  of  the 
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two  hundred  years  since  its  settlement?  Are  not  all  manner 
of  imprudences  committed  annually,  even  to  *•  a  heavy  din- 
ner, a  prolonged  debauch,  or  a  loaded  atmosphere,"  in  all 
parts  of  our  goodly  land?  Certainly,  if  the  position  is  true  we 
ought  occasionally  to  meet  with  a  case  at  other  times  than 
when  it  has  been  introduced  into  the  country  from  abroad. 

The  third  point  is  that  contagious  diseases  more  generally 
affect  children,  w^hile  cholera  has  a  general  preference  for 
adults.  The  force  of  ihis  position  is  not  so  apparent,  though 
argued  at  consideral^le  length.  There  are  some  contagions 
that  do  not  affect  children  unless  they  are  very  forward ;  and 
some  general  diseases  are  almost  wholly  confined  to  children, 
one  of  which  is  croup. 

These  are  the  reasons  •*  numerous  and  cogent,*'  for  believ- 
ing that  the  cholera  is  not  contagious,  while  it  may  be  porta- 
ble ;  which  to  an  unsophisticated  mind,  seems  very  much 
like  making  a  distinction  where  there  is  no  difference- 

And  what  do  the  argumhnts  just  stated,  one,  two,  anJ 
three,  prove  except  that  the  contagion  of  cholera  is  in  some 
points  different  from  that  of  other  diseases  ;  a  fact  that  the 
most  ultra  contagionist  could  scarcely  presume  to  deny,  tor 
although  the  contagion  of  cholera  may  not  be  governed  by 
the  same  laws  of  other  contpgions,  it  does  not  in  consequence 
follow,  that  it  is  not  communicated  from  one  to  another. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  poison  is  very  active  under  fa- 
vorable circumstances  for  its  diffusion,  and  we  incline  to  the 
opinion,  that  it  may  be  given  off  in  sufficient  profusion  to  con- 
taminate whole  neighborhoods  under  circumstances  of  epidem- 
ic prevalence. 

A  little  varied  from  this  would  seem  to  be  the  conclusii^ 
to  which  Dr.  Condie  of  Philadelphia  has  arrived,  who  was  for- 
merly a  very  decided  Hon-contagionist.  In  the  April,  ISoO, 
number  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  lie  savs: 

'*  We  nevertheless  think  it  not  improbable  that*  when  the 
general  predisposition  to  cholera  already  exists,  the  arrival  ot' 
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an  individual  laboring  under  the  disease  may  be  the  means 
of  its  communication  to  the  inmates  of  the  same  house  or  to 
those  who  have  frequent  intercourse  with  him,  and  that  from 
dpese  it  may  be  communicated  to  others.  But  in  such  cases 
tne  course  and  spread  of  the  disease  will  be  very  diflbrent 
from  those  in  which  it  is  produced  by  the  general  epidemic 
causes. 

How  many  cases,  where  the  cholera  contagion  could  not  be 
traced  in  cities,  and  where  it  did  not  extend  under  circum- 
stances of  exposure,  would  it  take  to  disprove  the  positive  ev- 
idence furnished  by  the  following  histoiy,  which  was  given 
me  by  C.  W.  Knott,  M.  D.,  an  intelligent  and  veracious  prac- 
titioner of  the  afiected  community.  Our  remote  settlements 
and  isolated  communities  in  prairie-land,  adord  the  best  and 
almost  only  perfect  fields  of  observation,  for  detcnniuing  the 
question  of  communicability. 

Bourbonois'  Grove  setilement,  Will  Co.,  111.,  on  the  Kanka- 
kee river,  contains  about  2,000  inhabitants  mostly  French  and 
Canadians.  The  settlement  covers  an  area  of  about  six  miles 
square,  and  is  completely  isolated  from  other  settlements  by 
broad  wild  Prairies,  from  twelve  to  twenty  miles  in  width  in 
all  directions,  excepting  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  are 
also  nearly  uninhabited  for  nine  miles  above  and  five  miles 
below. 

This  community  was  unusually  healthy  during  the  spring 
of  1849  up  to  the  Slst  of  May,  at  which  time  a  company  of 
nineteen  emigrants  arrived  from  Canada.  They  came  to 
Chicago  in  good  health,  tarrying  two  days  in  the  city  where 
the  cholera  was  prevailing,  and  pursued  their  journey  to  their 
destination,  losing  one  child  by  the  disease  on  the  way,  (but 
carrying  the  corpse  with  them,)  and  having  another  child  sick 
when  they  arrived.  They  found  the  neighborliood  so  much 
alarmed  that  no  one  would  at  first  take  them  in,  so  they 
lodged  for  some  time  in  a  barn. 

The  next  morning,  June  1st,  the  sick  child  died  of  cholera* 
and  one  of  the  womeiywas  taken  sick  with  it  in  the  evening. 
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8he  died  June  2d,  in  24  hours.  The  night  of  Jane  3d  two 
other  children  of  the  emigrant  company  were  taken  with  it, 
and  died  in  18  hours.  On  the  night  of  the  4th,  a  man  a^ 
another  woman  of  the  same  company  were  taken  ;  theoS 
died  in  24  and  the  other  in  48  hours. 

Up  to  this  time  no  case  of  the  disease  except  it  was  among 
the  members  of  this  company  had  occurred  in  the  regioaof 
country  for  at  least  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles  around, 
and  the  community  there  remained  entirely  healthy.  Out  of 
humanity  Mr.  Rousia  took  the  emigrants  from  the  bam  to  his 
house  the  third  day  after  they  arrived,  and  the  last  two 
deaths  occurred  at  his  house.  The  night  folio w^ing  the  death 
of  the  woman  last  mentioned,  Mr.  Rousia's  little  daughter 
was  taken  with  the  disease,  and  died  the  next  day,  June  7lb, 
which  was  the  first  case  among  the  resident  population.  A 
young  woman,  a  connexion  who  nursed  the  little  girl,  was 
taken  the  day  she  died,  and  met  the  same  fate  in  24  hours. 
The  next  cases  among  the  residents  were  in  the  family2of|Mr. 
Fabarg,  a  relation  of  some  of  the  emigrants.  They  had  been 
waiting  upon  the  unfortunate  emigrants;  two  of  them  died  on 
the  10th,  and  one  on  the  11th  of  June.  Mr.  Allen,  his  wife 
and  five  children,  residing  in  the  same  house,  were  taken 
with  cholera  within  two  days  of  the  last  mentioned  case. 

Up  to  this  time,  nearly  two  weeks  after  the  arrival  of  the 
unfortunate  company  of  emigrants,  the  disease  was  wholly 
confined  to  them  and  to  the  two  houses  above  mentioned, 
notwithstanding  the  fearful  mortality  that  had  occurred. 

Laza  Jerome's  daughter  who  was  at  work  f<)r  Mr.  Allen, 
was  taken  with  the  disease  on  the  13th,  went  home  and  her 
fathers  family  was  affected  with  it  two  days  afterward. 

Mrs.  Canran  who  had  visited  Mr.  Allen's  family  while  sick, 
and  lived  near  by,  was  taken  on  the  14th,  but  recovered. 
Two  of  her  children  took  it  and  died  soon  after. 

Mrs.  Hay  who  also  visited  Mr.  Allen's  family »  while  sick, 
took  the  disease  on  the  15th,  and  recovered,  her  children  took 
it  two  days  afterward,  two  of  whom  died. 
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After  this  time,  the  intercourse  of  the  well  with  the  sick, 
^lld  the  geneial  prevalence  of  the  disease  were  such,  that  its 
communication  was  traced  no  further. 

But  I  cannot  withhold  the  Doctor's  account  of  its  appear- 
ance at  Rock  Creek,  five  miles  distant,  the  nearest  settlement 
to  that  above  described. 

Mrs.  Battachyock  came  from  Rock  Creek,  her  residence, 
to  Bourbouois'  Grove,  to  visit  some  relatives  who  were  afflict- 
ed with  cholera — remained  over  night  with  them,  went  home 
the  next  day,  was  taken  with  the  disease  the  following  night, 

d  died  36  hours  afterwards.  Her  son  and  a  small  child 
were  taken  the  next  night  and  survived  the  attak  but  18 
hours.  The  next  day  two  other  of  the  children  were  taken, 
and  lived  but  12  hours.  The  father  was  attacked  but  recov- 
ered. A  family  residing  half  a  mile  distant — the  man  and  wife 
being  the  only  persons  in  the  settlement  who  visited  them 
while  sick,  took  the  disease  and  they  lost  one  child. — 
Here  there  was  kept  up  the  most  rigid  quarantine  and  the  dis- 
ease spread  no  farther.  Some  of  the  neighbors  went  within 
hollowing  distance  and  asked  what  they  needed  and  placed 
the  articles  at  a  certain  point  for  them  to  get,  when  they  re- 
tired. 

The  following  from  Wm.  Matthews,  M.  D.,  of  Putnam  Co., 
Ind.,  an  intelligent  and  reliable  observer,  is  one  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  such  instances  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and 
but  for  want  of  space  might  be  related  here. 

*'  During  the  prevelance  of  Cholera  at  Cincinnati,  three 
men  came  up  to  Indianapolis  on  the  cars,  having  passed 
through  Cincinnati,  and,  on  foot,  proceeded  immediately  on 
west.  Before  they  reached  Mt.  Meridan  in  this  county,  one 
of  them  had  diarrhse  and  vomiting,  and  was  barely  able  to  get 
to  the  village  inn«  In  the  course  of  a  few  hours  he  died,  and 
the  second  also,  I  believe,  was  seized  and  died,  the  third  re- 
covering.    In  a  few  days  afterward,  a  lady  residing  io  tfae 
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village  was  attacked  and  died ;  then  several  other  cases  fol- 
lowed and  several  more  dying,  when  the  disease  spread  to 
the  country  ;  and  we  had  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  Cboksn 
which  apparently  diverged  from  the  transient  ones  brought 
into  Mt.  Meridan  from  the  Cholera  region  on  the  Ohio." 

Now,  I  believe,  it  is  exceedingly  proper  that  we  have 
right  notions  about  every  thing;  and  if  Cholera  is  contagioui 
no  ill  consequences  can  possibly  ensue  from  being  made 
aware  of  the  fact.  In  fact,  with  correct  views  conceniin? 
this  point,  we  might,  most  probably,  in  may  instances, /fWf 
the  disease  in.  Small-pox  we  know  may  thus  be  held  in  check: 
the  same  doubtless  might  be  done  with  Cholera,  were  wclo 
entertain  right  notions  on  the  subject." 

But  I  must  leave  this  subject. 

The  occurrence  of  Yellow  Fever  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  afitr 
an  exemption  from  its  ravages  for  ten  years  ;  and  its  preva- 
lence at  Rio  Jainero  for  the  first  time,  are  the  principal  point? 
noticed  in  reference  to  this  disease. 

The  prophylactic  powers  of  belladona  in  scarlantina,  ar 
especially  noticed  and  highly  spoken  of. 

The  difficulty  of  understanding  what  is  implied  by  Typhoii 
Fever,  in  consequence  of  different  diseased  conditions  bcinn 
termed  Typhoid,  is  very  properly  commented  upon.  A  dS 
nition  of  the  term  that  should  restrict  its  use  to  one  disease, 
would  supply  a  desideratum. 

We  do  not  conceive  the  report  to  be  in  accordance  with  tk 
design  of  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  as  a  lar^rc  pan 
of  it  is  occupied  in  advocating  one  side  of  a  professional  con- 
troversy. 

The  sooner  the  committees  of  the  Association  confine  them- 
selves to  the  performance  of  the  specific  duties  assigned  them, 
the  sooner  will  their  reports  become,  what  they  should  be, 
compends  of  the  improvements  in  the  special  departments  of 
each,  as  made  in  this  country  from  year  to  year. 

There  is  appended  to  the  report  an  interesting  paper  by 
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Prof.  Pancoast  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  cure  of  certain  forms 
of  AphoDia  by  the  inhalations  of  a  stimulating  vapor :  and  one 
firom  Dr.  Reynolds,  giving  an  account  of  the  Typhoid  Fever 
and  Dysentery  as  they  have  appeared  in  the  Epedemic  form 
during  the  last  four  seasons  on  Cape  Ann,  but  our  space  will 
not  allow  a  further  notice  of  thf-m  pt  present.  E. 


ARTICLE  III. 

Southern  Medical  Reparts^  Edited  by  E.  D.  Fenner  ;  Volume 
1st,  1S49 — New  Orleans :  B.  M.  Norman,  16  Camp  Si. 

Although  this  volume  has  been  already  briefly  noticed  in 
this  Journal,  yet  its  merits  require  a  more  extended  examina- 
tion. Two  leading  objects  seem  to  have  induced  the  editor  to 
engage  in  the  enterprise,  of  which  this  volume  is  the  flrst  re- 
sult. The  first  object  was  to  arouse  his  southern  brethern  to 
greater  activity  and  zeal  in  the  cultivation  of  Medical  Litera- 
ture and  Science  ;  the  second,  to  attract  more  attention  to  the 
very  important  subject  of  medical  topography  a<^  connected 
with  the  character  and  prevalence  of  particular  diseases ;  and 
judging  from  the  contents  of  the  volume  before  us,  we  think 
both  are  in  a  fair  way  of  accomplishment.  In  relation  to  the 
topography  and  diseases  of  particular  localities  we  find  six 
articles,  viz ;  one  concerning  New  Orleans  by  the  Editor ;  the 
Parish  of  St.  Mary,  La.,  by  James  B.  Dungan,  M.  D. ;  Mad- 
ison County,  Alabama,  by  J.  Y.  Bassett,  M.  D. ;  Middle 
Georgia,  by  E.  M.  Pendleton,  M.  D* ;  Jackson,  Miss.,  by  S. 
C.  Farrar,  M.  D. ;  and  concerning  San  Antonio,  Texas,  by  J. 
J.  B.  Wright,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.  The  first  of  these 
occupies  near  forty  pages,  and  in  addition  to  a  brief  account 
of  the  topography  and  climate  of  New  Orleans,  it  contains  a 
pretty  full  record  of  the  meteoiology,  diseases,  and  morUlity 
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for  the  year  1849;  and  though  an   interesting  V"d  iD5t^]^ 
tive  paper,  it  contains  little  that  can  be  eithe..  cted  or 

condensed  for  the  pages  of  this  Journal. 

The  following  conclusions  in  regard  to  the  interesting  sab. 
ject  of  acclimation,  may  correct  some  very  wrong  impresaioai 
and  we  therefore  quote  them  entire,  viz ; 

•*  1st.  That  persons  coming  from  more  northern  latitudes  to 
this,  have  to  undergo  an  acclimation  or  seasonings  beflire  tbej 
become  secure  in  the  enjoyment  of  health. 

''  2d.  That  this  acclimation  may  be  attained  without  sick* 
ness  ;  but  that,  most  generally,  it  requires  the  endurance  of  ooe 
or  more  spells  of  the  customary  endemic  fevers. 

**  3d.  That  an  attack  of  the  endemic  Yellow  Fever  effect? 
greater  security  against  subsequent  attacks,  than  any  fonn  d 
fever  seen  in  the  country,  but  that  the  remark  is  applicable, 
in  some  degree,  to  all  of  them,  excepting  the  ordinary  miU 
intermittents. 

"  4lh.  That  persons  may  have  the  yellow  fever  mort  than 
once,  though  it  is  evident  that  those  who  have  had  one  plain 
attack,  usually  have  little  or  nothing  to  dread  from  subsequeis 
attacks. 

**  6th.  That  Creoles^  or  natives  of  New  Orleans,  may  have 
yellow  fever,  though  generally,  they  have  it  in  a  very  mill 
form." 

Dr.  Fcnner  tells  us  what  is  but  too  true  of  almost  all  the 
cities  in  the  south  and  west,  viz :  that  *•  little  or  nothing  has 
ever  yet  been  done  directly  or  expressly  with  the  the  view  U 
improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  New  Orleans."  Ani 
again  he  says,  **  it  will  be  seen  by  these  reports,  that  the  san- 
itary condition  of  the  city  is  still  very  bad,  and  the  mortalilj 
very  great."  A  statement  fully  borne  out  by  the  tables  of 
mortality  which  foot  up  no  less  than  8,809  deaths  during  the 
year,  or  marc  than  one  out  of  every  twenty  of  the  entire  pop- 
ulation. 

The  article  of  Dr.  Dungan  concerning  the  topography  and 
diseases  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary,  La.,  is  very  brief,  imper- 
fect, and  contains  nothing  to  elicit  comment. 

Dr.  Bassetl's  report  on  the  topography,  climate  and  dii- 
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eases  of  Madison  County,  Alabama,  occupies  twenty-five  pa- 
ges ;  and  though  written  in  a  style  somewhat  open  to  critisism 
contains  many  interesting  and  very  valuable  facts.  We  have 
space,  liowever,  to  allude  to  those  only  of  most  direct  practical 
application.  Dr.  Bassett  imforms  us  that  the  endemics  of 
Madison  Co.,  consist  chiefly,  "of  billious,  intermitting  and  re- 
mitting fevers,  during  the  summer  and  fall ;  continued  and  ty- 
phoid cases  of  the  same,  together  with  inflamation  of  the  tho- 
racic viscera  in  the  winter  and  spring."  Concerning  the  use 
of  very  large  doses  of  Quinine  in  these  diseases,  the  writer 
says  :  "  Our  physicians  do  not  now  use  as  large  doses  of  Qui- 
nine as  formerly  ;  these  enormous  doses,  100  grs.,  during  the 
apyrexia,  were  introrluced  by  Dr.  Fearn,  in  a  few  specific  ca- 
ses, after  anxious  consideration,  and  were  continued  in  the 
most  impirical  and  thoughtless  manner,  by  physicians  and 
families,  ai;d  of  course  without  a  corresponding  result."  Dr. 
B.  relates  the  case  of  a  girl  who  look  no  less  than  140  grs. 
of  Quinine  during  one  intermission.  The  eflfects  are  detailed 
in  his  own  peculiar  style  as  follows,  viz :  "  I  saw  her  at  mid- 
day, she  had  no  chill ;  her  surface  was  clammy  and  damp, 
like  the  back  of  a  frog ;  she  was  deprived  first  uf  hearing, 
then  of  vision,  then  of  feeling,  and  lastly  of  speech ;  candles 
and  pistols  were  flashed  and  shot  about  her  head,  aud  pins 
stuck  in  her.  I  dashed  two  or  three  buckets  of  cold  water 
on  her  suddenly,  ordered  warm  stimulating  enemata,  and 
wrapped  in  warm  blankets.  In  the  course  of  the  night  she  felt 
a  pin  scratch,  at  length  her  eyes  followed  a  candle  and  she 
spoke  ;  in  a  few  daj'^s  her  hearing  was  restored.  I  have  not 
had  occasion  to  give  such  large  doses  of  Qumine  ;  15  to  25 
grs.  I  find  sufficient." 

We  learn  from  this  report,  that  Madison  County  contains 
about  30,000  inhabitants,  who  consume  about  50  lbs.  of  Cal- 
omel, and  1000  ozs.  of  Quinine,  annually.  There  are  also 
30  physicians  in  the  county,  whose  aggregate  annual  income 
amounts  to  about  $80,000,  or  one  dollar  per  bead  for  the  e»- 
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tire  population.     Speaking  of  the  unusual  frequency  of  adyn- 
amic cases  of  disease  during  the  past  year,  Dr.  Bassctt  inti- 
mates that  the  extensive  and  prodigal  use  of  Quinine  may 
have  contributed  to  this  tendency.    He  says :    •*  The  enor- 
mous amount  oi  Quinine  that  has  for  the  past  fifteen  or  twen- 
ty years  been  consumed  in  this  neighborhood,  must  have 
wrought  an  impression  on  the  constitutions  of  those  most  sub- 
ject to  its  influences.     The  following  paragraph  may  alsoaP 
ford  a  useful  hint  to  practical  readers.     •*  Numbers  of  cases 
have  lately  presented  themselves  of  habitual  chills,  recurri^ 
every  second,  third  or  fourth  dny,  which  have   icquireJ  rerv 
large  doses  of  Quinine  to  check,  and  which  returns  abas: 
every  eighth  or  tenth  day.     Since  August,   I    have  trcaied 
eight  successive  cases  of  this  description,  (in  every  one  rf 
which  Quinine  had  failed,)  with  opium  and  phislcrs  nnierf 
mntton  suet  and  turpentine,  or  cloths  dipped  in  warm  turr-f:- 
tine,  and  applied  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach  a  half  hourbe:*^ 
the  expected  chill.     In  all  these  cases  but  one,  the  firnchiii 
was   checked,  and  there  was  no  return.     Althonch  rpi-- 
seems  to  have  an  excellent  effect  in  those  cases  in  whiJiU* 
nine  had  failed,  I  have  sometimes  succeeded  with  ihe  fc' 
turpentine  cloths  alone." 

The  fourth  article,  to  which  we  have  alluded,  wriiien  r] 
Dr.  E.  M.  Pendleton,  on  the  topography,  climate,  ami  disti** 
of  Middle  Georgia,  occupies  a  little  more  lli:in  tven? 
pages  ;  and  is  truly  a  valuable  paper.  Persj^iciDiis,  ca?y 
and  correct  in  its  style;  happy  in  its  arrangement,  anJ  r- 
in  its  facts,  it  may  well  be  characterized  as  a  model  [uptr' 
its  class.  Its  intrinsic  merits,  indeed,  renders  it  difficult  ciife 
to  condense  its  matter  or  extract  detached  paragraphs  f:^ 
its  pages.  By  a  happy  arrangement  of  tabular  staiisifcs .: 
regard  to  the  thormometic,  barometic,  hygromctic  tacts  *"^ 
coincident  prevalence  of  diseases,  and  a  lucid  descripiiw  V 
the  physical  geography  of  the  subject  under  consideration. i 
reader  is  presented  at  once,  with  a  highly  satisfactory  viev 
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the  subject.  Dr.  Pendletx)n's  remarks  in  regard  to  the  Etiolo- 
gy of  Remitting  and  Intermitting  Fevers  are  interesting,  and 
strongly  corroberative  of  tjie  old  idea  that  the  combined  in- 
fluence of  heat,  moisture,  and  vegetable  matter,  generates  a 
specific  cause,  productive  of  these  diseases. 

In  regard  to  the  comparative  prevalence  of  disease  among 
ihe  two  races,  Dr.  Pendleton's  tables  and  observations  show, 
that  the  whites  are  far  more  susceptible  to  diseases  of  the  di- 
gestive organs,  while  pulmonary  affections  are  greatly  more 
prevalent  among  the  blacks.  The  whites  also  suffer  a  little 
more  frequently  from  indiopathic  fevers,  especially  the  male 
sex.  These  facts  are  doubtless  easily  explained  by  reference 
to  the  difference  in  the  habits  and  natural  temperament  of 
the  two  races,  N.  S.  D. 

(  To  he  Continued.) 


|Jart3.— Sdfttion*. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Has  the  Cerebellum  any  Spedal  Connection  tuith  the  Sexual  Pro' 
pensitij  or  Function  of  Generation  ?  By  N.  S.  Davis,  M.  D.. 
Member  of  American  Medical  Association  ;  Prof,  of  Phr- 
siology  and  Pathology  in  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago. 
Illinois. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  part  of  the  nervous  tissue  conccmiDg 
the  functions  of  which  a  greater  variety  of  opinions  arc  enter- 
tained than  in  relation  to  those  of  the  cerebellum.  Thus- 
Gall,  Spurzheim,  and  the  whole  of  that  school  of  physiolo- 
gists, represent  it  as  one  of  the  best  settled  facts  in  phrcnolot 
ical  science,  that  the  cerebellum  constitutes  the  nervous  cen- 
tre, which  presides  over  the  sexual  instinct,  or  functions  of 
generation  ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  the  vivisections  of  Floii- 
reus,  Magendie,  Bouillaud,  &c.,  have  led  far  the  greater  num- 
ber of  physiologists  to  regard  this  division  of  the  encephalo: 
as  a  special  organ,  for  co-ordinating  muscular  movements. 
M.  Foville,  again,  regards  it  as  "  the  organ  for  the  pcrcq^tm 
of  muscular  sensibilitf/.^^  The  tables  of  M-  Serres,  and  ik 
investigations  of  Muller,  Carpenter,  and  others,  show,  iha! 
comparative  anatomy,  on  the  whole,  favors  the  experimentfti 
results  of  MM.  Flourens  and  Bouillaud.  Yet  the  well-known 
distrust  with  which  we  regard  conclusions  drawn  exclusive.5 
from  vivisectional  experiments,  or  extensive  injuries  of  the  va* 
rious  parts  of  the  nervous  system,  makes  it  desirable  to  aval: 
ourselves  of  every  other  practicable  mode  of  inve?ligati4'»n. 
It  is  in  this  view  that  the  importance  of  a  careful  study  of  Je- 
velopemntal  and  cc^mparative  anatomy  cannot  be  too  highk 
estimated. 

Investigations  based  on  well-known  physiological  laws  ar 
always  valuable,  even  though  their  results  may  be  entirclvf**- 
a  negative  character.  The  law  that  appropriate  exercise  in- 
ci;eases  the  growth  of  any  organ  or  tissue,  and  that  want  0: 
such  exercise  reta'rds  or  entirely  arrests  such  growth,  is  <'- 
universal  application. 

And  by  no  class  of  men  is  this  law  mons  strenuously  insi^* 
ted  on  than  by  the  Phrenalogkal  scbooli  at  applied  to  diftr 
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ent  parts  of  the  brain.  Hence  we  find  Gall,  and  bis  follow- 
ers, contendingtbat  injuries  of  the  cerebellum  not  unfrequently 
cause  the  testicles  to  become  atrophied,and  trice  versa.  Acting 
on  the  idea  suggested  by  these  alleged  facts,  M.  Lassaigne,  a 
few  years  since,  made  a  comparison  between  the  weight  of 
the  cerebellum  in  the  stallion,  gelding,  and  mare  ;  all  the  ani- 
mals examined  being  over  ten  years  of  age.  The  result,  as 
is  now  well  known,  was  that  the  cerebellum  of  the  gelding 
was  found  heavier,  both  absolutely  and  relatively  to  the  cereb- 
rum, than  that  of  the  stallion  and  mare. 

But  the  comparison  of  M.  Lassaigne  extended  no  farther 
than  10  the  absolute  and  relative  size  of  the  whole  cerebellum 
in  mass.  Hence,  many  phrenologists  avoided  the  force  of  his 
conclusions  b}^  admitting  that  a  part  only  of  the  cerebellum 
was  connected  with  the  instinct  of  generation  or  sexual  appe- 
tite. And  even  Carpenter,  in  the  very  recent  American  edi- 
tion of  his  "  Principles  of  Human  Physiolgy,"  holds  the  fol- 
lowing language  ;  "  The  author  is  far  fiom  denying,  in  toto, 
that  any  peculiar  connection  exists  between  the  cerebellum 
and  the  genital  system  ;  but  if  the  evidence  at  present  ad- 
duced in  support  of  phrenological  position  be  held  sufficient 
to  establish  it,  m  defiance  to  so  many  opposing  considerations, 
wc  must  bid  adieu  to  all  safe  reasoning  in  physiology.  The 
weight  of  testimony  appears  to  him  to  be  quite  decided  in  re- 
gard to  the  connection  of  the  cerebellum  with  the  regulation 
of  the  motor  function.  How  far  this  invalidates  the  moderate 
jphrenological  view,  which  does  not  regard  the  function  of  the  cc- 
rehellum  as  exclusively  devoted  to  the  sexual  instinct^  is  a  question 
well  deserving  attention.'*^  And  on  the  same  page  he  adds: 
*'  Further,  it  would  seem  by  no  means  improbable  that  the 
lobes  are  specially  connected  with  the  regulation  and  co  ordi- 
nation of  movements ;  whilst  the  vermiform  processes^  which 
are  very  large  in  many  animals,  in  which  the  former  scarcely 
present  themselves,  are  the  parts  connected  with  the  sexual 
functions."  (Se^  Carpenter^  p.  350,  4th  edit.)  Wishing  to 
test  the  truth  or  falsity  of  this  **  moderate  phrenological  view^^^ 
I  recently  procured  the  brains  of  several  bulls  and  oxen,  all  of 
the  same  age,  and  as  nearly  as  possible  of  the  same  geneial  size 
and  variety  of  stock.  The  cerebellum  of  each  was  carefully 
and  accurately  measured  in  the  following  directions,  viz  :  First, 
transversely^  from  the  lateral  extreme  of  one  lobe  to  that  of  the 
other.  Second,  antero'posteriorly^  from  the  most  anterior  su- 
perior point  of  the  central  portion,  to  the  most  posterior  inferior 
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r»^>irit  lyiri^  ovf:r  th*,  commencement  of  the  spinal  cord- — 
Third,  Kcrticallij,  from  the  tip  of  the  inferior  veraiiibrm  process, 
r':hi'iTiu  0:1  the  medulla  olilongaia,  to  the  most  prommeat  pomt 
f'U  the  ••upenor  surface  of  the  cerebellum.  Fourih,  from  the 
?ipex  of  the  inferior  %'ermiform  process  to  the  apex  or  most 
pfomipent  point  of  the  superior  veimitorm  process.  Fifth, 
hanncncly  across  the  \vide:9t  pnrt  of  the  superior  vermiform 
(process.  As  the  reader  will  readily  perceive,  it  was  my  ob- 
i'.ct  to  mensurc,  not  onlv  the  whole  cerebellum,  but  also  its 
^veral  parti ;  and  especially  its  central  or  vermiform  pro- 
cesses in  compfirison  with  its  lobes.  As  the  measurments 
uniformly  tended  towards  one  result,  I  shall  occupy  time  and 
-pace  to  give  in  detail  only  the  average  of  the  measurments  in 
each  direction,  and  the  extremes  of  the  same.  All  the  bulls 
and  oxen  examined  were  six  years  old  ;  though  the  bulls  were 
actually  heavier  than  any  of  the  oxen  whose  brains  were  ex- 
rninc(L     The  following  is  the  result  in  tabular  form,  viz: — 
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Average  weight  of  the  cerebellum  of  the  bulls  134  drachms. 
Aver.ige  weight  of  the  curcbum  of  the  same,  115  J  drachms- 
l*ro[)ortion  1  to  8  3-5. 

Average  weight  of  cerebellum  of  oxen  13J  drachms, — 
Avernge  weight  of  the  cerebrum  of  same,  114  drachms.  Pro- 
jK)rtion  1  to  8  1-5.* 

It  will  bo  seen  that  these  examinations  not  only  confirm 
iliose  of  M.  Lassaigne,  so  far  as  the  relative  and  absolute 
W(»ight  of  the  cerebellum  of  the  castrated  animal  is  compared 
with  that  of  the  same  age  not  castrated,  but  the  measurments 
♦  •qually  refute  the  moderate  phrenological  view  mentioned  b}' 
(rarpcnter,  which,  as  we  have  already  said,  makes  the  cen- 
*ral  part  and  vermiform  processes  the  organ  of  sexual  appe- 
tite, and  the  lateral  lobes  the  co-ordinators  of  motion.     On  the 


'  Itshitnlil  bo  stated  that  a  much  Isrgor  nnmber  of  brninM  of  oxen  are  included  in 
ho  foro^'oinff  examination  than  of  balls.  Honce,  while  tho  average  weitrht  of  nil  tbeir- 
trerobums  appears,  as  stated,  iliphtly  less  than  those  of  the  bulls. yet  the"  heaviest  cenr 
rum  of  tlio  ox  examined  woi  folly  equal  to  the  heaviest  of  the  b«Il. 
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contrary,  so  far  as  our  measurmenls  indicate  any  difference,  it 
consists  in  the  greater  relative  development  of  the  central 
part,  and  vermiform  processcss  in  the  ox  than  in  the  bull. 
And,  if  the  cerebellum  of  the  ox  is  deficient  in  any  part,  it  is 
in  the  size  of  the  lateral  lobes.     But,  on  the  most  careful  ex- 
amination of  half  a  dozen  cercbclli  of  bulls  and  oxeta  lying  side 
by  side,  1  could  detect  no  constant  or  uniform  variation  either 
in  their  absolute  size,  or  the  relative  development  of  their  sev- 
eral parts.     Now,  unless  we  deny  the  validity  of  the  physiolo- 
gical law,  so  much  insisted  on  especially  by  phrenologists,  that 
exercise  increases  growth,  and  vice  versa,  ii  mutt  be  conced 
that  the  facts  here  adduced  in  reference  to  the  cerebelli  of  ox- 
en and  bulls,  added   to  those  presented  by  M.  Lassaigne  in 
reference  to  the  gelding  and  stallion,  effectually  disprove  the 
existence  of  any  special  connection  between  the  cerebellum, 
either,  as  a  whole  or  in  any  of  its  parts,  and  the  sexual  appe- 
tite or  function  of  generation.     And,  if  we  search  the  facts  of 
comparative  anatomy  ever  so  rigorousl}^  we  shall  find  noth- 
ing to  militate  against  the  results  of  these  investigations,  but 
very  much  to  confirm  them.     Hence,  whatever  of  truth  there 
may  be  in  the  phrenological  location  of  other  cerebral  organs^ 
we  cannot  credit  even  the  moderate  vieics  of  that  school  in  re- 
gard to  the  functions  of  the  cerebellum.     It  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  our  most  approved  works  on  physiology  still  con- 
tain so  many  mere  statements  of  opinions,  the  truth  of  which 
a  little  patient  and  careful  investigation  would  directly  demon- 
strate or  disprove. —  Transactions  of  American  Medical  Asso' 
ciationfor  1850. 


ARTICLE  II. 

On  the  use  of  Ergotine  in  External  and  Internal  Hemorrhages, 
^y  M.  J.  Bon  JEAN,  Chambery. 

Ergotine  when  applied  to  wounds,  has  the  property,  M. 
Bonjean  states,  of  facilitating  their  cicatrization  and  modera- 
ting inflammation  of  the  wounded  tissues.  Under  its  influ- 
ence union  takes  place  by  the  first  intention,  and  cicatrization 
occurs  without  further  assistance. 

In  certain  cases  ergotine  may  perform  all  the  offices  of  the 
ligature.    M.  Bonjean  enumerates  the  following  circumstan- 
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ces  attendant  on  a  capital  operation  in  which  its  employment 
was  indicated. 

1st.  When,  in  order  to  arrest  a  hemorrhage,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  disturb  the  lips  of  a  wound  in  which  cicatriza- 
tion is  commencing. 

2d.  When  the  patient  manifests  a  tendency  to  gangrene  of 
the  cut  surfaces. 

3d.  When  the  source  of  the  hemorrhage  is  from  vessels 
imbedded  in  the  inflamed  and  swollen  tissues- 

4th.  When  the  blood  flows  from  manv  small  arteries  of 
which  the  oriflcies  cannot  be  perceived. 

5th.  When  hemorrhage  occurs  from  the  sloughing  of  ai\ 
eschar,  as  in  gun-shot  wounds,  &c. 

In  these  difficulties  the  application  of  ergotine  is  as  often 
efficacious  as  the  use  of  pressure  is  in.iflectual.  Theapglica- 
tion  of  ergotine  supersedes  ligature  of  the  arteries,  and  eflecls 
cicatrization  without  interfering  with  the  permeability  of  the 
artery. 

Xhe  mode  of  employing  ergotine  is  to  dissolve  it  in  five  or 
six  times  its  weight  of  water,  for  ordinary  wounds;  and  in 
three  or  four  parts,  or  even  in  a  concentrated  form,  lor  more 
serious  hemorrages,  A  portion  of  the  tow  or  lint  is  to  be 
moistened  with  the  fluid,  and  applied  with  a  gentle  pressure 
to  the  surface  previously  wiped.  When  the  hemorrhage  tl^es 
not  return  on  the  pressure  being  removed,  another  pletisei 
moistened  with  the  solution  is  to  he  laid  over  the  former,  luid 
the  hmb  bandaged  as  usual.     Perfect  rest  is  to  be  ohscneil. 

Internal  ddministration.  Ergot  of  rye  has  been  successfully 
employed : 

1st.     As  an  excitant  of  uterine  contractions. 

2d.     As  a  stimulent  to  the  muscular  system  in  genend. 

3d.     In  hcmorhages  and  certain  fluxes. 

4th.     In  congestion  of  the  uterus. 

5th.     As  a  stimulant  to  the  nervous  svstcm. 

The  latter  poisonous  effect  of  ergot  of  rye  is  clue,  accord- 
ing to  M.  Bonjcan,  entirely  to  its  fixed  oil.  The  procoJing 
properties  are  due  to  the  ergotine  alone. 

Simple  extract,  or  etlierial  tincture  of  ergot,  both  contain  a 
portion  of  its  poisonous  principle.  Pure  ergotine  is  in  the  torra 
of  a  solid  extract  of  a  deep  brown  color.  In  thin  lamin;r  it 
presents  a  blood-red  color.  It  has  the  odor  of  roast  m^at.  Its 
taste  is  bitter.  It  is  perfectly  soluble  in  water,  and  this  solu- 
tion yields  neither  oil  nor  resin  when  heated  with  ether.— 
Med.  Gaz.  in  St.  Louis  Jour* 
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ARTICLE  III. 


Oak  Bark  and  Alum  Injections  in  Vaginal  and  Uterine  Dischar^ 
ges.  By  Thomas  Weeden  Cooke,  Esq.,  Medical  Officer 
Ibr  the  Diseases  ot  Children  at  the  Royal  Free  Hospital. 

Some  months  since  a  lady  placed  herself  under  my  care, 
for  a  slight  prolapsus  of  the  uterus,  induced,  as  she  supposed, 
by  violent  exertion  in  lifting  her  husband  (a  large  man  suffer- 
ing from  gout)  into  bed.  Besides  the  prolapsus,  there  was  al- 
so a  polypus,  protruding  from  and  distending  the  mouth  of  the 
uterus,  and  there  had  been,  previous  to  my  seeing  her,  con- 
siderable leucorrhoea.  Upon  digital  examination,  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find,  considering  she  had  had  children,  and  was  past 
the  meridian  of  life,  so  contracted  an  inlet  that  the  index  fin- 
ger was,  with  great  pain  and  difficulty,  passed  into  the  vagi- 
na ;  there  was  also  a  roughness  and  dryness  of  the  mucous 
lining,  and  very  considerable  heat ;  the  bowels  were  very 
much  confined  ;  there  was  ardor  urinae,  whilst  the  whole  sys- 
tem was  affected  with  a  symtomatic  fever,  suggestive  of  local 
inflammation  ;  hot  skin ;  thirst ;  dry  tongue ;  small,  quick 
pulse,  &c.  Such  violent  symptoms  appeared  strange  and  un- 
accountable, until  the  history  of  the  case  disclosed  the  cause 
of  all  this  distress.  For  some  weeks  she  had  been  injecting 
decoction  of  oak-bark  with  alum,  and  had  not  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  wash  out  the  congealed  albumen  of  the  leucorrhceal 
discharge.  The  consequence  was,  this  leathery  compound 
collected  upon  the  wails  of  the  vagina,  and  os  and  cervix 
uteri,  contracting  the  external  orifice,  and  mducing  all  the  in- 
riamatory  symptoms  I  have  described.  I  was  enabled  to  re- 
move a  small  portion  only  of  the  offending  matter  with  my 
finger  ;  and  on  the  next  day  Mr.  Locock  saw  her  with  me, 
and  suggested  another  attempt,  but  the  pain  produced  was  so 
great  that  it  was  impossible  to  succeed  entirely.  By  warm 
vrater  injections,  however,  some  lubricating  ointment,  and  sa- 
line aperients,  the  vagina  was  cleared  in  about  a  week,  and 
all  the  urgent  inflammatory  symptoms  subsided.  A  case  in 
every  respect  similar  has  just  occurred  to  me,  although  the 
syuaptoms  were  less  severe,  and  the  same  means  of  relief  were 
resorted  to  with  beneficial  result.  Whilst  in  consultation  with 
Dn  Locock  on  the  former  case,  he  kindly  gave  me  the  history 
of  a  still  more  interesting  one,  which  occurred  in  his  practice 
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some  years  ago,  where  a  large  sausage-like  portion  of  hard- 
ened albumen  proceeded  from  the  upper  part  of  the  vajrina, 
and  had  been  mistaken  for  a  hernia  of  the  oowcl.  He,  how- 
ever, broke  off  the  supposed  hernia,  and  removed  it,  much  to 
the  wonderment  of  the  attendants.  I  trust  Dr.  Locock  will 
pardon  me  for  mentioning  this  case  without  his  consent,  as  in- 
deed, I  am  sure  ho  will,  if  it  should  be  considered  likply  to 
prove  a  serviceable  warning,  or  rather  reminder;  for,  of 
course,  we  all  know,  although  we  may  not  always  think  to 
warn  our  patients  of  it,  that  these  astringent  injections  do  sol- 
idify the  albuminous  discharges  females  are  so  obnoxious  to; 
and  may  produce  the  evil  consequences  these  cases  represent. 
For  myself,  I  alwaj's  request  the  pnticnt  to  syringe  with  water 
three  or  four  times,  both  before  and  after  using  the  astringent. 
— London  Lancet. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

Cotton  Seed,  ( Gossypium  Herbaceum)  as  an  Antipcrlodic  in  h' 
tcrmittent  Fever. 

To  the  virtues  and  uses  of  this  plant,  already  enumerated 
in  the  report  on  the  "  Indigenous  Medicinal  plants  of  .Soufn 
Carolina,"  by  Dr.  Francis  P.  Porcheu,  let  me  a«l(l  its  use 
in  intermittent  fevers. 

The  information  is  derived  from  Dr.  W.  K.  Davis,  of  M-m- 
ticello,  Fairfield  District,  South  Carolina,  in  reply  to  inquiries 
made  by  him  as  to  the  medicinal  properties  and  uses  of  cot- 
ton seed  tea  in  some  of  the  forms  of  fever. 

The  use  of  cotton  seed  tea  in  fever  originated  with  a  plan- 
ter in  Newberry  District,  who  has  used  it  liberally  among  his 
negroes,  and  uniformly  with  success. 

'*I  have  never  failed,"  he  says.  "  to  cure  a  patient,  with  a 
single  dose  of  it,  even  where  large  doses  of  quinine  have 
failed.  Where  the  patient  has  been  ill  of  third  day  fever  and 
ague,  and  for  months,  in  such  cases  success  has  followed  its 
use." 

Professor  Shepard's  analysis  of  cotton  seed  tea  shows  ii 
to  be  composed  of  many  inorganic  matters,  some  of  which 
may  really  possess  great  medicinal  virtues  in  this  disease. 
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i  The  mode  of  using  cotton  seed  tea  is  :is  follows  :  AfUT 
.having  given  a  dose  of  calomel,  the  day  or  night  previous  to 
:the  attack,  followed  by  castor  oil  in  lime  to  produce  a  calhar- 
Jtic  effect  before  administering  the  lea,  you  put  a  pint  of  cotton 
;8eed  with  a  quart  of  water,  in  a  ves^'l,  and  boil  it  until  half 
sthe  water  has  evaporated.  Put  the  patient  in  bed,  an  hour  or 
i.two  before  the  usual  recurrence  of  the  ague,  and  give  hiui  a 
rgill  of  the  warm  tea  to  drink. 

r  Without  advancing  any  opinion  in  reference  to  its  exhibi- 
:ition,  whether  for  or  against,  1  present  it  to  the  notice  of  the 
i« profession,  as  a  remedial  agent  becoming  popular  in  dom<».stic 
j^ose  in  the  section  of  country  mentioned,  and,  therefon*,  claim- 
ring  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  medical  profession. — 
I;  Charleston,  S.  C.  Med.  Jour. 


ARTICLE  V. 

application  of  Collodion  in  Small  Pox^  to  yrevent  jnt/imr,     IJy 
•S.  13.  Brlnbkkiioob*,  M.  D.,  of  Pa. 

Dr.  Flint — Dear  Sir :  Having  pursued  a  tnatment  of 
my  own,  as  far  as  I  know,  (yet  it  mav  have  been  [)racti':^'d 
by  others,  and  not  have  nut  my  notice,)  in  two  ca.-es  of  small 
pox,  I  have  thought  perhaps  it  would  not  be  doing  v/rong  to 
state  the  facts  to  you.  I  regret  that  the  notes  I  look  of  the 
case  at  the  time,  have  by  accident  been  misplaced,  and  I  shall 
4iave  to  state  the  facts  from  memory.  The  first  case  occurred 
tf>  a  person  who  had  never  been  vaccinated,  to  his  knowl- 
edge. The  second  person  had  been  vaccinated,  but  I  could 
not  discover  any  scar  as  showing  it  had  worked  well,  or  hi  all. 
I  vill  not  slate  particulars  as  to  the  cases,  more  than  that  I 
considered  them  both  cases  of  virulent  small  fKJX. 

The  treatment  was  as  follows  :  As  soon  as  the  eruption 
showed  itself,  I  applied,  with  a  fine  varnish  brush,  to  the  face 
and  neck,  a  coaling  of  collodion,  except  the  upper  eve-lid», 
and  a  small  place  on  the  neck.  The  place  on  the  nerk  I  left 
to  see  whether  there  would  be  any  soars,  shoul!  the  patient 
recover.  I  applied  the  mixture  evf-ry  day  for  four  daj-s,  then 
every  second  or  third  day,  as  I  thought  required.     One  on  the 
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twenty-first,  the  other  on  the  twenty-third  day,  was  discharg- 
ed as  convalescent,  with  clirections,should  any  scattering  erup- 
tions appear,  to  apply  the  mixture  over  them.  There  wa! 
scarcely  a  single  scar  on  either  patient,  over  the  parts  where 
the  mixture  was  appliecif  but  in  each  case,  where  there  was 
no  collodion,  used,  as  the  spot  on  the  neck  and  other  parts, 
was  pitted  as  much  as  I  ever  saw  in  my  life. 

I  pursued  this  practice  from  a  suggestion  in  your  lectures, 
while  upoQ  this  disease,  stating  that  covering  the  face,  Sec., 
with  gold  leaf,  had  been  considered  by  sotne  as  a  preventive 
against  scars  being  left,  by  excluding  the  air  from  the  affect- 
ed part.  The  gold  leaf  is  an  expensive  mode  of  treatment, 
while  the  collodion  is  cheap,  and  easy  of  application. 

Should  you  think  this  worthv  of  notice  in  vour  Journal.  v.t: 
are  welcome  to  do  so,  if  not,  just  as  well. — Buffalo  M^Jr.'ji 
Journal. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

PROFESSOR  AUSTIN   FLIXT's  CARD. 

The  undersigned.  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Com  mi  tie  L^-r. 
Practical  Medicine^  appointed  by  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, May,  1S50,  respectfully  solicits  the  co-operation  o! 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession  infunii3hin<T  materials  to: 
the  Annual  Report  in  Ma}^  1851.  The  duty  of  this  Cominii- 
tee,  as  defined  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Association,  is  to 
''  prepare  an  Annual  Report  on  the  more  important  improve- 
ments effected  in  this  country  in  the  management  ot  individu- 
al diseases ;  and  on  the  progress  of  Epidemics  ;  reforring,a5 
occasion  requires,  to  medical  topography,  and  to  the  charac- 
ter of  prevailing  diseases  in  special  localities,  or  in  the  Uniied 
States  generally,  during  the  term  of  their  service."  In  orJ:r 
to  fuKill  the  objects  thus  expressed,  the  requisite  data  roust  be 
suppled  by  medical  practitioners  in  different  sections  of  the 
Union.  This  is  more  particularly-  true  with  reference  to  the 
'^jtrogrcss  of  ep'uhmics,^^  and  **  the  character  of"  prcraif'imr  Jir 
^:ast'H  in  special  localities.^*  Communications,  therefore,  are 
particularly  desired  from   persons  residing  in  places  iii  wbicS 


w 


Professor  svb^s  OAHf»«  899 


epidemics  have  prevailed,  or  in  which  prevailing  disease? 
have  been  marked  by  special  characters  during  the  present 
year.  Epidemic  Cholera  and  Dysentery  are  known  to  have 
prevailed  more  or  less  extensively  in  difierent  parts  of"  the 
country  during  the  past  summer.  Facts  bearing  upon  *hc 
•features  peculiar  to  the  present  season,  the  production,  diflu- 
sion,  mortality,  treatment,  etc.,  of  these  diseases,  will  be  ac- 
ceptable. It  is  requested  that  Communications  upon  these  or 
any  of  the  subjects  coming  under  the  cognizence  of  the  Com- 
mittee, be  transmitted  to  the  undersigned  bylhefirst  of  March 
1S51. 

All  contributions  with  which  the  Committee  mav  be  favored 
vill  receive  due  attention  and  acknowledgment. 

Austin  Flint. 

Buffalo.  New  York,  Nov.  1850. 

Editors  of  Medical  Journals  will  confer  a  favor  by  copying 
the  above* 


ARTICLE  VIL 

Surgical  Report  for  the  American  Medical  Association* 

The  committee  is  invited  to  meet  in  the  Charleston  Hotel* 
South  Carolina,  the  evening  of  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  next. 
All  professional  brethren,  who  have  surgical  facts  connected 
with  the  improvement  of  this  branch  of  the  profession  during 
the  year,  will  please  address  them  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  by  the  first  of  April,  at  Augusta,  Georgia.  As  all 
cannot  be  reached  by  a  circular,  it  is  hoped  no  one  will  vVait 
for  a  more  direct  application  than  this  general  invitation. 

By  extending  this  notice,  the  medical  periodicals  of  our 
country  will  advance  the  interest  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  the  editors  will  confer  a  favor  upon  their  re- 
cent confrere,  Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D. 

Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  Louisville  University,  and  Chairman 
nf  the  Committee  on  Surgerj',  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. 

Louisville,  Ky.^  Dec.  1850' 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

Lectures  on  Operative  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Physicians  ani 
Surgeons,     13y  Prof.  Mott. 

On  Fridny,  Dec  13th,  Professor  Mott,  after  some  concluding 
remarks  upon  the  subject  of  Thoracic  Aneurism,  proceeded 
to  s[)eak  of  Ligature  of  the  External  Iliac  Arterj'.  This  op- 
eration, he  remarked,  had  been  first  performed  bj^  Abernelhy, 
in  1796,  but  unsuccessfully.  He  tried  it  in  1806,  with  a  suc- 
cessful result.  Ho  was  followed  bv  Messrs-  Tomlinson  anJ 
Freer,  m  Englanc' ;  while  in  this  country  it  was  first  li^ritim 
by  Dr.  Dorsey,  and  next  by  Dr.  Wright  Po^t,  of  this  city. 
Allerwards  by  Dr.  Smith,  of  New  Haven,  Dr.  A.  H.  Stt.ve:i^ 
Dr.  Jamieson,  and  Dr.  D.  L.  Kodgers,  and  others  Dr.  M't: 
described  the  different  modes  of  operating,  and  then  his  own 
manner  of  performing  it,  which  he  exhibited  at  the  same  tire 
upon  the  subject,  lie  makes  a  curvilinear  incision,  comme:- 
cingjust  above  the  external  abdommal  ring,  and  exter.Jiri2 
outwards,  and  parallel  with  Poupari's  ligament,  towards  n^i 
a  httle  above  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  iii* 
um. 

The  skin  and  superficial  fascia  are  divided,  and  the  tenJ-: 
of  the  external  obliciue  clearly  exposed.  Tljis  tendon  is  in :. 
cautiously  divided  to  the  extent  of  the  external  incisioa,  ani 
it  is  then  separated  from  the  internal  oblique,  and  the  fip 
turned  up.  The  edge  of  the  internal  oblique  and  irausvtr?:i- 
lis  muscles  is  then  carefully  detached  from  Poupart's  lii;ti:iie:i:. 
and  turned  upwards.  A  portion  of  the  funnel-like,  or  tubal »: 
process  of  the  fascia  Iransvcrsalis,  which  invests  the  cord.  :; 
then  pinched  up  and  raised  by  the  forceps,  and  then  divide^! 
transversely  with  the  point  of  the  knife.     The  fincer  is  ihc 


above  method,  we  arc  sure  of  getting  bdoiv  the  perilonauni. 
so  as  to  raise  it  from  and  above  the  artery.  In  this  mode  i'" 
proceeding,  there  is  lesa  danger  of  tearing,  or  otherwist^  inj  ::• 
mg  the  peritonjeum,  than  in  any  other  plan  of  performing:  the 
op(^ration.  Having  raised  up  the  bag  of  the  peritonaeum,  the 
edges  of  the  wound  are  to  be  separated  by  spatulas,  and  by 
the  fingers  of  assistants,  so  as  to  enable  the  operator  to  get  ai 
good  a  view  as  possible  of  the  artery,  which  is  then  to  be  ca^^ 
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fully  separated  from  the  vein  which  is  below  and  on  the  inside 
of  the  artery ;  and  only  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  allow  of  the 
passage  of  the  aneurism  needle.  In  this,  as  indeed  in  all  ca- 
ses, the  vessel  should  be  disturbed  and  isolated  from  its  sheath 
as  little  as  possible.  The  needle  should  be  passed  /row,  not 
foiaircls  the  vein.  The  artery  is  tied  generally  about  fen  inch 
above  Poupart's  ligamenti  and  care  should  be  taken  before 
tyine:  it  to  ascertain  that  no  nervous  filaments  arc  included  in 
the  ligature.  The  edges  of  the  wound  are  brought  together 
by  a  suture,  and  slight  adhesive  straps,  but  no  bandage  of  any 
kind  should  be  applied,  nor  anything  which  may  constrict  the 
limb,  or  tend  to  interfere  with  its  circulation.  Loose  cotton, 
or  some  etjually  good  non-conductor  of  heat,  should  be  placed 
all  around  the  limb,  from  the  toes  to  the  groin,  so  as  to  cherish 
the  heat  and  vitality  of  the  pait. 

Dr.  Mott,  in  speaking  of  the  StMtistics  of  the  Operation, 
stated  that  he  had  ligatured  this  artery  seven  times ;  four 
times  with  success.  Of  the  three  remaining  cases  one  died 
from  secondary  hemorrhage;  one  from  peritonitis,  caused  by 
excess  in  the  use  of  spirituous  licjuors,  and  the  last  from  gan- 
grene of  the  interior  extremity.  This  was  a  case  of  trauma- 
tic aneurism^  in  which  the  aneurismal  sac  communicated  ^vilh 
the  femoral  vein. — N.  Y.  Register  of  Mtdiciac  and  Pharmacy. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

Medical  Gleanings  in  Xajdcs,     From  the  Editorial  Corns 
deace  of  the  Boston  Medical  JoiirnaL 

The  Neapolitians  entertain  an  opinion  that  bloodletting  is  in- 
dicated in  many  diseases  in  which,  among  us,  it  would  be 
thought  fatal.  Bleeding  is  a  distinct  profession  and  in  nar- 
row lanes,  it  is  quite  common  to  find  painted  signs,  represent- 
ing a  nude  man,  tapped  at  several  pomts — a  stream  ot  blood- 
flowing  from  the  arm,  the  neck  and  foot,  all  at  the  same  mo- 
ment. In  the  spring,  everybody  is  supposed  to  require  bleed- 
ing, just  as,  in  some  parts  of  New  England,  whole  neighbor- 
hoods at  that  season  take  physic.  Horses,  too,  are  here  bled 
unmercifully.  A  few  days  since,  a  poor,  overworked  crea- 
ture was  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  his  blood  flow- 
ing out  with  frightful  rapidity.    He  required  food,  instead  of 
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cruel  depletion.  Consumption  is  considered  infectioas;  con- 
sequently, on  the  death  of  a  person  from  pulmonary  disease, 
his  clothes  are  burned  and  the  apartment  at  once  thoroughly 
purified.  An  instance  was  related  by  a  high  public  function* 
a ry,  the  other  day,  of  a  family  being  warued  to  vac^-te  their 
hired  *premises,  forthwith,  because  a  member  of  the  family 
gave  indications  of  approaching  pulmonary  consumption.  Nih 
where  are  the  dead  more  magnificently  exhibited  at  a  funer- 
al, or  more  quickly  disposed  of  when  the  ceremonies  are  fin- 
ished. One  coffin  answers  for  thousands,  to  all  .ippearance. 
It  is  of  roiigh,  white  boards— lodged  temporarily,  while  in  the 
church,  in  a  rich  sarcophagus,  covered  by  a  richly  wrought 
p:ill,  made  heavy  by  gold  lace  and  fringes.  When  the  can- 
tiles  are  extinguished  the  friends  retire,  and  the  coHin  heinc 
taken  out,  is  carried  on  the  heads  of  rough-lookinfr  fellows  lu 
a  closet.  Afterwards,  if  conveyed  to  the  Santo  Camj>o,  the 
corpse  is  taken  out  of  the  coflSn  and  laid  on  a  shelf  in  a  tomb, 
and  the  empty  box  brought  back  for  another.  .Some  of  the 
funeral  processions  in  Naples,  Rome  and  Florence  are  very 
extraonlinary  performances — the  persons  following  are  aL 
masked,  having  eyeholes  to  see  through,  while  by-strinders  iire 
prevented  from  recognizing  any  of  them.  At  Florence  the  bu- 
rials are  by  night. 

Naplc?,  Oct.  22,  1S50. 


ARTICLE  X. 

St?i(!:vt(tr  Revenge^ — Late  one  evening  a  person  came  inir 
our  office,  and  asked  to  see  the  Editor  of  the  Lan<:et.  0' 
being  introduced  to  our  sanctum,  he  placed  a  bundle  upon  the 
table,  from  which  he  proceeded  to  extract  a  vesj'  fair  and  svra- 
metrical  lower  extremity,  which  might  have  matched 

''  Atlanta's  better  part." 

ond  which  had  evidently  belonged  to  a  womrn.  **  Then'." 
$aid  he,  "  is  there  anything  the  matter  of  that  leg  ?  Pid  vou 
ever  see  a  handsomer?  What  ought  the  man  to  be  done  wiii. 
who  cut  it  off?"  On  having  the  meaning  of  these  intern^^a- 
tories  put  before  us,  we  found  that  it  waa  the  leg  of  the  wih 
of  our  evening  visitor.  He  had  been  accustomed  to  admire 
the  lady'a  leg  and  (bot»  of  the  perfection  of  whicbf   she  wa*. 
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it  appeared,  fully  conscious.  A  few  days  liefore,  he  had  ex- 
cited her  anger,  and  they  had  quarrelled  liolenlly,  upon  which 
she  left  the  house,  declaring  she  would  be  revenged  on  him, 
and  that  h(^  should  never  see  the  olyects  of  his  admiration 
again.  The  next  thing  ho  heard  of  her  was,  that  she  was  a 
patient  in  •*••  Hospital,  and  had  had  her  leg  amputated. 
JShc  had  declared  to  the  surgeors  that  she  sufiered  intolerable 
pain  in  the  knee,  and  had  begged  to  have  the  limb  removed, 
a  petiticni  the  surgeons  comphed  with,  and  thus  became  the 
instrument  of  her  absurd  and  self-torturing  revenge  upon  her 
husband  ! — London  Lancet, 


ARTICLE  XI. 

Snalic  Bite  cured  by  the  Tine,  of  Iodine, — Dr.  James  Lang- 
wortliy  of  Keynoldsburg,  has  kindly  forwarded  the  following 
observation  : 

C.  C,  a  boy  about  8  years  old,  wasbilten  by  a  snake  about 
2  o'clock  P.  5l.,  August  2Sth,  1S50.  I  was  called  in  ai)out 
o  o'clock  the  same  day.  Found  a  characteristic  wound  on 
calf  of  the  leg.  The  limb  had  swollen  ver}'  much ;  was 
qiiile  tender,  but  there  was  no  discoloration,  except  very  nea^ 
the  wound.  The  usual  applications  recommended  in  such 
cases  were  u=5ed,  and  continued  until  the  next  morning,  but  to 
no  effect.  The  swellin":  increased,  and  bv  that  time  had  ex- 
tended  over  the  wliole  limb,  the  inflammation  becoming  erysi- 
palatous  and  of  an  aggrivated  character. 

Keco||ecii'.ig  a  notice  of  the  use  cf  Tine.  Iodine  in  such  ca- 
rses,  in  Braithwaite's  Retrospect,  part  20,  pp,  ]  80.  [Dr.  Whit- 
amire's  article  first  published  in  the  North  We.-tern  Medical  and 
sSurgical  Journal.]  I  applied  it  three  limes  on  the  more  in- 
tflamed  parts,  and  twice  upon  the  whole  leg  at  intervals  of 
twelve  liours  with  the  most  gratifying  success.  It  seemed  to 
act  like  a  charm,  and  completely  subdued  the  inflammation. 
^  — Ohio  Med.  Jour. 
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ARTICLE  XII. 

Case  of  Annual  Return  of  Cutaneous  Poison* 

A.  L ,  a  young  lady,  now  22  years  of  age,  was  exposed 

in  ihe  summer  of  L83S,  to  the  acrid  vapors  of*  the  rhustoxico- 

dendro7ij  or  poi  on  oak.     A  smarting  sensation  in    ihe  face, 

occurring  after  washing  with  cold  water,  Ibllowed  by  redness 

and  swelling,  induced  the  brjlief  that  she  was  poisoned  by  the 

plant,  whicli  she  had  uiet  with  in  her  walks  ;  the    subsequent 

vesication,  and  desquamation   of  the   cuticle,    confirmed  her 

suspicion.     The  trcatmont  was  palliative,  and  with  the  declinj 

of  the  symptoms,  and  return  of  usual  health,  the  aflection  was 

almost  forgotten.    "In  the  year  JS39,  and  about  the  same  lime 

in  the  year,  the  disease  again  returned,  and  has  continued  to 

do  so  every  year  since,  except   the  last.     She   was  then  on  a 

visit  to  Virginia ;  and  while  there   wrote  home    that  it  wirjlJ 

mar  her  enjoyment  very  much  to  he  couPinod,  as  usual,  \vi:h 

this  disease,  and  desired   me   to    prescribe  for  its  previniion. 

I  did  so  reluctant]}'.     Alterative  doses  of  iodide  of  potassium 

were  recommended  to  be  taken  daily,  for  several  weeks  heiine 

the  expected  attack.     She  complied  with  zny  instructions  nrJ 

had  no  return  of  her   annual   sickness.     Her  general  li».a!ii!. 

however,  was  not  so  good,  during   the  remaindt*r  of  the  w.ir. 

as  it  had  formerly  been.     She  sullcred  a  good  deal  froai  1:^-  I'l* 

ache,  fugitive  pains  in  dillerent   parts  ol  the  boily,  irrc^ub: 

appetite,  and  deficient   menstruation.     This  suaiiiicr  liio  JN* 

ease  has  again  returned,  and  she  is  now  convalescing  from  .i 

mild  attack,  which  has  been  mostly  confined  to  the  (ouvt  .v 

tremities.     She  looks  well,  and  probablj^  will  be  bL-tlcr  thaii 

she  has  been  for  a  year  past. — N,  J.  Med.  Rep. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 


Re- Vaccination  in  Prussia. 

Ile-vaccination  is  systematically  practiced  in  Prussia.  So 
child  is  admitted  into  a  school  without  proof  of  vaccination, 
and  every  recruit  is  vaccinated  on  admission  into  the  armv. 
In  the  year  1848,  twenty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  anJ 
6fty-nine  soldies  were  vaccmated ;  of  these,  the  vaccine  di*- 
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case  WPS  rep;ular  in  sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-two ;  in  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  four  individuals  it 
was  irregularly  developed  ;  and  in  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  seventv-three  it  did  not  take  anv  effect. — London 
Medical  Gazette, 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

Attending  Families  hy  the    Year. 

The  Plan  of  attending  famlies  by  the  3'ear  is  dictated  by 
a  trading  mcrcenar}'  spirit,  unworthy  of  members  of  a  digni- 
fied jirofcssion.  It  has  too  much  the  air  of  pelf  about  it,  and 
should  at  once  bo  abandoned.  It  mav  suit  the  dealer  in 
matches,  the  butcher,  or  the  iceman,  but  is  clearly  out  of  place 
among  physicians.  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  notwithstanding 
the  eflbrls  of  some  members  to  have  it  recognised  by  the  Med- 
ical Society,  that  respectable  body  unhesitatingly  condemned 
it. — St.  Louis  Probe* 


|Jart4.— €bitorial. 

ARTICLE  I. 

THE  niYSICTAN  AND    PATIENT. 

This  work  \Ahicblias  received  the  commendation  of  moslof 
our  contemporaries  in  this  counlr}',  and  has  been  rc-published 
in  Europe,  has  just  been  laid  upon  our  table  by  Mcrsrs  Bur- 
ley,  Booksellers  of  Chicago.  It  is  by  Worlhington  Hooker, 
M.  D.,  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  who  seems  to  be  conversant 
with  **  the  mutual  duties,  relations,  and  interests  of  the  Med- 
ical Profession,  and  the  community,"  and  has  taken  verj' just 
views  of  the  errors  of  both  parties,  so  far  as  a  cursor)-  glance 
througb  it  will  enable  us  to  judge. 

The  work  is  wTittcn  in  an  easy,  fluent,  and  pleasing  style, 
and  does  <rreat  credit  to  the  taste  and  pood  sense  of  the  au- 
thor. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  have  been  accustomed  to  com- 
plain of  the  want  in  their  knowledge  and  skill  manifesu^d  hv 
a  portion  of  community,  will  here  find  the  reasons  for  ^ui-h 
incredibility ;  both  those  that  unhappily'  arise  from  tbc  uncer- 
tainty of  Medicine,  and  those  that  depend  upon  deception  and 
false  appearances,  which  are  fully,  and  we  should  think  fjir- 
ly  discussed  and  philosophically  explained.  They  will  alst* 
find  some,  excellent  suggestions  in  reference  to  that  line  of  coii- 
duct  by  which  the  physician  should  be  guided,  and  by  which 
he  will  Jitlain  to  a  position  and  stand  nig  that  will  enable  him 
to  become  extensively  useful. 

The  various  forms  of  quackery  arc  treated  in  a  spirit  of  can- 
dor and  with  clear  conceptions  of  their  source,  nature,  tenden- 
cies, and  a  full  and  fair  exposition  of  the  pabulum  of  their 
support.  A  chapter  too  is  devoted  to  the  means  of  rcmoviDg 
quackery. 

The  major  part  of  the  book  which  contains  552  pages,  12 
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mo.,  is  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the  influences  and  ne- 
cessities of  proper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  physician  to- 
ward his  puiicnts,  and  of  community  towards  him,  to  secure 
the  most  speedy  and  sure  success  in  practice. 

The  closing  chapter  of  the  work  is  a  consideration  of  "  the 
trials  and  pleasures  of  a  Medical  life." 

This  chapter  is  full  of  truthful  and  pointed  reflections,  and 
of  rich  and  pleasing  consolations. 

There  is  an  appendix  in  the  form  of  a  letter  on  the  subject 
of  tlie  propriety  of  the  pliysicians  p'lying  attention  to  th  e 
spiritual  wants  of  his  patients,  after  which  follows  the  code  of 
tUlieics  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Altoi^ether  it  is  one  of  the  most  entertainin":  books  that  we 
have  met  with,  and  we  cordi:dIy  recommend  our  readers  to 
procure  it,  and  to  try  to  get  it  into  the  hands  of  the  intelligent 
members  of  their  communities  respectively,  as  it  is  calcula- 
ted to  diffuse  correct  information  in  a  style  that  will  be  suffi- 
ciently attractive  to  secure  a  perusal.  E. 


ARTICLE  II. 

OUR  JOURiNAL. 

We  have  often  been  solicited  to  publish  the  Journal  month- 
ly, instead  of  only  once  in  two  months,  and  out  of  deference 
to  the  judgment  of  our  friends  in  rea:J.nI  to  its  propriety,  we 
have  had  the  maitor  under  serious  advisement.  But  fearing 
tJiat  the  increased  expense  might  not  be  met  by  any  increased 
punctuality  on  the  part  of  our  patrons  in  making  prompt  pay- 
ment, we  h:ive  n<)t  thou'j^ht  it  best  to  trv  it,  for  however  the 
circulation  miG:ht  be  extended,  it  is  but  too  manifest  that 
without  prompt  p'i\'ment,  we  would  begrealh'  the  loosers  by 
the  cliange. 

Wo  however,  propose  to  make  ftfl^ange  gradually,  by 
commencing  on  the  first  of  April  De||^ne  issue  of  the  North 
Western  Medical  Intelligencer,  and  to  continue  it  every  other 
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month,  designed  lo  keep  our  readers  informed  in  reference  to 
all  of  the  current  medical  news  of  the  months  intermediate 
between  the  issue  of  the  Journal. 

The  intelligencer  will  contain  sixteen  page?,  uniform  with 
the  Journ:il,  but  will  mnte  a  separate  volume,  and  will  be 
sent  to  those  of  the  subscribers  to  the  Journal  only  who  have 
paid  all  arrearages  and  advanced  tlic  monej*'  for  the  volume. 
We  shall,  with  each  issue,  print  only  enough  copies  to  sur^ply 
such  portion  of  our  subscribers  as  have  paid  up  at  the  tiaie, 
and  therefore  we  will  not  be  able  to  supply  ariv  back  r.um- 
bers  of  the  Intelligencer.  It  will  not  be  sent  lo  non-?ul>>cri- 
bers  of  the  Journal  at  all. 

The  Journal  in  the  mean  time,  will  bo  issued  rocrulpjlv,  a? 
heretofore,  giving  about  five  hundred  pages  of  readinjz  uu:y: 
for  the  same  price.  Thus  those  of  our  readers  wb.o  pay  in  ai- 
vance  will  get  about  600  pages  of  reading  matter  for  the  s.mf 
money,  and  be  more  regularly  advised  of  passin"^  events. 


ARTICLE  III. 

DR.  DAVIS'  HISTORY. 

An  explanation  n)r  sending  the  extra  pamphlet  cnnt^iiuin: 
the  concluding  chapter  of  Prof.  Davis'  History  should  \^r^'' 
been  given  in  our  hist.  Finding  we  couhl  not  publish  the  His- 
tory in  this  volume  of  ihr^  Jounul  without  erowdinnr  nut  aiiu^t 
other  m:itter,  we  thought  it  better  to  get  the  sheets  fr<i:n  tl- 
book  .IS  it  was  goiiio:  through  the  press,  and  in  xhU  maiiirr 
rompletc  the  work.  The  size  of  this  pamphlet  is  a  li'tlo  'lii" 
fiu'cnt  from  the  .lournal,  but  us  it  is  paged  lo  eome  at  tlu*  hi-» 
of  this  volume,  it  will  bind  with  it  very  well.  Bv  llii?.  ^'^*' 
will  give  some  GO  pagd^ifctra  in  this  voliune. 

Ml 
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JJart  1,— ©rigiual  dommunUations. 

ARTICLE  I. 

On  the  use  of  Chloroform  as  a  Therapeutical  Agent ;  (being  SL 
paper  read  before  the  **Central  Medical  Society,"  of  Illi- 
nois,) by  Dr.  James  Smick.  President  of  said  Society. 

Gentlemen  :  It  is  made  my  duty,  by  the  Constitution  of 
this  Society,  to  deliver  an  address  upon  some  medical  subject. 
And,  in  discharge  of  this  duty,  I  have  selected  for  our  pres- 
ent consideration,  the  use  of  Chloroform  as  a  Therapeutical 
Agent. 

The  combined  experience  of  the  medical  profession  is  ne- 
cessary to  determine  the  dose,  and  select  cases  in  which  an 
agent  of  so  much  potency,  asrTJhloroform,  should  be  used. 
I  shall,  in  the  first  place,  report  four  cases  of  rare  occurrence^ 
in  which  I  have  used  it  with  good  success  ;  and,  secondly, 
give  some  rules  that  I  have  adopted  to  govern  me  relative  to 
its  use. 

Case  1.  On  the  22d  day  of  January,  1849, 1  was  called 
to  visit  Miss  G.  I  found  her  laboring  under  a  very  severe  at» 
tack  of  Cerebro-Arachnitis.  She  had  been  sick  some  twa 
or  three  days,  and  under  the  treatment  of  an  other  physi- 
cian. She  had  been  bled,  purged,  and  blistered  on  the  back 
of  the  neck  and  forehead,  without  the  least  mitigation  of  the 
symptoms.    Present  Cofk^t/um.-^kpfectly  unconscious  to  all 
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surrounding  objects.  Has  high  fever  with  restless  parox3'sm3y 
-which  last  for  about  ten  minutes.  In  these  paroxysms  she 
tosses  herself  most  violently  about,  requiring  two  or  three  per- 
sons to  keep  her  in  bed,  and  from  hurting  herself; — perfectly 
delirious,  occasionally  screaming  vociferously.  From  these 
paroxysms  she  sinks  into  a  stupor  which  lasts  for  an  indeO- 
nite  time,  continuing  sometimes  as  long  as  half  an  hour,  at 
others  only  about  five  minutes^  a  constant  muttering  to  herself, 
pulse  irregular,  sometimes  as  frequent  as  one  hundred,  and  at 
other  limes  down  to  seventy,  and  most  of  the  time  shattered ; 
tongue  dry  and  covered  over  with  a  brownish  coat,  breathing 
hard,  lies  with  her  mouth  and  eyes  partly  open  when  she  is 
still, — deglutition  suspended, — the  surface  of  a  purplish  a])- 
pearance. 

Deglutition  being  suspended,  the  use  of  internal  remedies 
was  entirely  cut  off,  and  the  aid  of  revulsives  extei nail v  of- 
fered a  poor  prospect  to  combat  so  formidable  a  group  of 
symptoms  as  this  case  presented.  I,  therefore,  resolved  upon 
the  use  of  Chloroform  to  procure  rest,  if  nothing  more.  I 
dropped  thirty-five  drops  upon  a  silk  handkerchief  and  let 
her*  breathe  it  until  she  became  quiet.  She  lay  about  half 
an  hour  quite  easy,  she  then  breathed  the  same  quantirv 
and  remamed  quiet  for  about  two  hours.  When  she  roused 
up  this  time,  she  seemed  to  manifest  some  marks  of  intelli- 
gence, could  talk,  asked  for  water  but  could  not  swallow  it. 
Ordered  the  Chloroform  in  the  same  quantity  at  about  four 
hours  intervals,  if  the  restlessness  and  delirium  should  return ; 
sinapisms  to  the  spinal  column  about  every  six  hours ;  the 
cxlremites  rubbed  with  cayenne  and  vinegar,  and,  if  she  could 
swallow,  a  powder  composed  of  I  gr.  pulv.  camphor,  10 
grs.  calomel  and  2  grs.  pnlv.  ipecac,  every  three  hours,  until 
four  doses  were  taken. 

23d.  Found  her  much  more  rational  than  the  day  before; 
all  the  symptoms  abated  in  severity,  had  had  one  operation  of 
the  bowels,  had  used  the  Chloroform  but  once,  bad  made  fre- 
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quents  attempts  to  take  the  powders  but  was  supposed  to  have 
swallowed  but  one  in  all.  The  sinapisms  had  drawn  well. 
Complains  of  pain  in  the  head  and  soreness  of  the  throat. 
Directed  a  continuation  of  the  same  remedies. 

24th.  The  delirium  seems  entirely  relieved,  talks  rationally 
upon  all  subjects,  desires  to  take  food  but  cannot  swallow. 
Used  the  Chloroform  twice  since  last  visit,  could  not  take  the 
powders,  had  to  discontinue  the  sinapisms  on  account  of  the 
irritation  they  produced.  Has  had  no  fever  for  the  lasttwen- 
ly-four  hours. 

As  this  was  the  last  time  we  had  any  occasion  to  use  the 
Chloroform,  and  there  was  but  little  change  in  the  case  for 
three  days,  I  think  it  unnecessary  to  give  a  further  detail  of 
the  treatment,  further  than  to  state  that  every  external  means 
was  used,  that  could  be,  that  seemed  to  offer  any  prospect  of 
relief  in  the  case,  such  as  blisters  to  the  throat,  stimulating 
gargles,  enemata,  &c.     But  as  she  could  not  swallow  inter- 
nal remedies,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  a  high  fever  set  in 
that  seemed  to  bring  on  the  sinking  of  the  vital  energies  of 
the  S3'stem,  and  she  sank  on  the  28th,     So  far  as  the  effect  of 
the  Chloroform  was  concerned  in  this  case  it  was  perfectly 
satisfactory,  and  had  deglutition  returned  so  that  she  could 
have  taken  internal  remedies,  I  tirmly  believe  she  would  have 
recovered. 

Case  2.  About  twelve  o'clock  at  night  on  the  4th  day  of 
September,  1849,  I  was  called  to  see  a  negro  girl  about  six- 
teen years  old,  laboring  under  severe  congestion  of  the  brain. 
I  found  her  on  a  low  bed  with  three  persons  holding  her  there. 
Every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  her  whole  muscular  system 
seemed  violently  agitated,  not  irregular  muscular  contractions, 
such  as  exist  in  convulsions,  but  more  like  desperate  struggles 
to  get  away  from  the  attendants.  She  had  not  spoken  for 
about  four  hours,  was  taken  in  this  manner  at  about  six  o'clock 
P.  M.,  was  perfectly  insensible  to  external  impressbns ;  pinch- 
ing or  shaking  did  not  make  any  imprassion  on  her. 
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The  pulse  was  rather  quicker  than  natural,  not  very  full 
nor  frequent,  she  breathed  very  much  like  a  person  very  tired 
from  long  exertion,  no  frothing  at  the  mouth,  v^henever  her 
head  was  at  liberty  she  was  trying  to  bite  every  thing  in  her 
way,  had  bitten  her  own  arms  before  they  held  her  head,  did 
not  attempt  to  swallow. 

I  took  about  twenty  ounces  of  blood  from  her  arm,  and 
dropped  about  forty  drops  of  Chloroform  upon  a  handkerchief 
and  applied  it  to  her  nose  and  mciuth,  but  from  the  violent 
struggles  that  she  was  making  a  portion  of  it  was  lost. 

I  dropped  out  fifteen  drops  more  and  let  her  breathe  it.  In 
about  two  minutes  she  asked  the  attendants  to  let  her  go, 
raised  up  in  bed  and  asked  for  a  drink  of  water  which  she 
drank  with  great  avidity,  asked  what  time  of  night  it  was,  an  J 
when  told  it  was  one  o'clock  she  seemed  astonished  to  think 
they  were  sitting  up  so  late,  supposed  that  she  had  jus: 
awoke  from  a  sound  sleep  ;  nothing  but  the  fact  that  she  haii 
been  bled  and  my  presence  in  the  room  could  convince  her 
that  she  was  indisposed. 

I  directed  alterative  doccs  of  hyd.  submuriate  to  be  followcJ 
by  a  brisk  cathartic.  She  remained  rather  stupid  for  about 
thirty-six  hours,  and  then  appealed  to  be  as  well  as  usual.  I 
never  saw  any  thing  operate  more  like  a  charm  than  the  C!:l«> 
rofbrm  did  in  this  case. 

Case  3.  I  was  called  on  the  27th  of  September,  1S49,  lo 
visit  Mrs.  E.,  in  labor  with  her  seventh  child.  She  had  been 
in  labor  for  about  ten  hours.  The  os  uteri  was  but  sli^hilv 
dilated  and  the  edges  very  thick  and  hard. 

At  about  the  sixth  month  of  utero-gestation  she  received  a 
hurt  that  threatened  abortion  ;  fever  followed  and  she  was  not 
able  to  be  up  much  from  that  time  to  the  present.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  indisposition  she  had  no  strength  to  stand  a  te- 
dious labor,  as  this  seemed  likely  to  be.  I  took  twelve  ounces 
of  blood  from  the  arm  and  gave  twenty  drops  of  laudanum. 
In  about  eight  hours  I  was  summoned  to  the  case  again.    The 
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OS  uteri  had  dilated  to  its  full  size,  the  pains  were  very  dis- 
tressing, but  not  very  eflBcient,  her  strength  had  evidently  be- 
gun to  sink,  cold  sweat  bedewed  the  forehead  and  she  was  the 
subject  of  a  peculiar  nervous  depression  ;  while  during  each 
pain  her  cries  were  most  agonizing. 

Here  was  a  case  that  I  expected  peritoneal  inflammation  or 
puerperal  fever  to  follow,  if  she  lived  until  the  birth  of  the 
child.  I  used  Chloroform,  by  inhalation,  but  not  to  complete 
anaslhesia ;  she  ceased  her  complaint  about  the  pains,  said 
she  could  feel  them  but  that  they  did  not  hurt  her.  They  in- 
creased in  efficiency  after  the  use  of  the  Chloroform,  and  in 
about  half  an  hour  the  child  was  born. 

The  placenta  was  delivered  by  the  contractions  of  the  ute- 
rus ;  no  flooding  or  other  pains  followed.  The  tonic  contrac- 
tions of  the  uterus  seemed  to  be  perfect.  I  never  saw  a  more 
rapid  recovery  under  such  unfavorable  circumstances.  The 
child  also  did  well. 

Case  4.  On  the  second  day  of  March  last,  I  was  called  to 
see  a  child,  less  than  two  years  of  age,  in  convulsions  caused 
by  the  eruptive  fever  of  varioloid.  He  had  two  very  hard  con- 
vulsions, and  when  I  got  in  the  house  he  was  screaming,  his 
head  thrown  back,  his  face  flushed,  and  his  hands  firmly 
clenched.  I  dropped  out  twelve  drops  of  Chloroform  and 
had  hirti  breathe  it;  in  less  than  two  minutes  all  muscular 
contractions  were  relaxed,  he  seemed  to  lay  quiet  for  about 
fifteen  or  tw^enly  minutes  when  he  again  became  restless,  when 
the  Chloroform  again  quieted  him.  It  was  used  some  three 
or  four  times  in  the  course  of  about  two  hours,  when  all  symp- 
toms of  convulsions  left  him. 

I  have  used  Chloroform  as  a  therapeutical  agent  in  many 
other  cases  with  marked  benefit,  such  as  neuralgia,  intermit- 
tent head  aches,  and  asthma,  and,  also,  as  an  anesthetic  in  some 
surgical  and  dental  operations.  Without  stopping  to  notice 
the  discussion  now  going  on  between  the  advocates  of  the  use 
ot  Chloroform  as  an  anasthetic  in  paia  attending  physiological 
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action,  and  those  who  oppose  it,  I  shall  very  briefly  state  the 
principles  that  govern  me  in  its  use. 

1.  I  use  it  in  all  cases  of  pathological  action  in  which  there 
is  severe  pain  arising  fiom  nervous  irritation,  or  inflammation 
demanding  immediate  relief,  and  in  which  the  usual  anodynes 
and  narcotics  would  not  have  time  to  operate  betore  a  danger- 
ous result  would  be  apprehended,  and  then  carr\'  its  effects 
just  so  far  as  to  relieve  pain,  but  not  to  complete  anasthesia. 

2.  In  all  obstetiical  cases  attended  by  that  peculiar  train  of 
morbid  action,  such  as  chlorotic  habit,  derangement  ot  the 
chylopoietic  viscera  and  liver,  in  which  we  have  reason  lo  ap- 
prehend that  the  severe  and  long  protracted  labor  pains  would 
produce  a  bad  recovery,  peritoneal  inflammation  or  [)uerppral 
fever,  &c. 

3.  In  all  obstetrical  cases,  when  turning  or  instrumental 
delivery  is  necessary,  in  which  the  operation  is  very  painful  or 
tedious. 

4.  In  all  capital  surgical  operations,  where  the  pain  of  the 
operation  would  do  injury  to  the  nervous  system. 

These  are  the  rules  that  I  have  adopted  to  govern  me  in 
the  use  of  this  most  potent  medicine.  Chloroform,  and  which 
I  expect  to  continue  to  follow,  until  this  progressive  ago  of  im- 
provement shall  bring  out,  and  settle  down  upon,  some  other 
and  better  principles.  These  rules  seem  to  be  perfectly  sate, 
not  liable  to  the  objections  incident  to  its  indiscriminate  use, 
and  freed  from  any  fatal  results,  for  it  need  not  be  used  to 
complete  anasthcsia  in  any  case,  excepting  some  surgical 
cases. 

Used  in  this  way  it  supplit^s  a  vacuum  that  has  long  existed, 
and  that  could  not  be  filled  by  any  other  medicine,  except  it 
was  of  the  same  class. 

It  is  not  extravagant  to  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  Chloroform  will  be  combined  with  some  other  ajjent, 
that  its  properties  will  be  so  modified  that  it  can  be  used  with 
impunity  much  more  extensively  than  it  now  iS|  or  that  much 
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may  yet  be  learned  relative  to  the  dose  to  be  used.  When 
we  reflect  that  it  required  yeara  to ''ascertain  the  proper  doses 
of  quinine,  we  have  much  to  encourage  us  in  this  particular 
relative  to  Chloroform* 
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ARTICLE  II. 

Medical  Topography  of  York  Township^  WoihUnaw  Co.f  Mich* 
By  Dr.  W.  W.  Goff,  of  Moorville,  Mich. 

I 

The  readers  of  etiological  history,  should  not  expect  any- 
thing of  the  marvelous  in  the  description  of  this  quiet  Town- 
ship. Nothing  here  excites  veneration  or  subUmity,  except 
the  solemn  forest,  which  keeps  its  steady  place;  no  tower- 
ing mountains,  no  granite  hills,  no  foaming  cataract,  no  '*  sil- 
very lake,"  no  Mississippi  floats  through  with  its  ocean  of 
waters  ;  nor  is  there  so  much  as  a  Popocatapetl,  to  manufac- 
ture saltpeter  or  brimstone  for  us. 

This  township  is  bounded  North  by  Pittsfield,  East  by  Au- 
gusta, South  by  Milan,  West  by  Saline.  The  population  is 
about  1000,  occupied  principally  in  agriculture.  Some  parts 
of  the  township  have  been  settled  more  than  twenty  years  ; 
but  most  of  the  settlement  is  of  later  date  the  emigration  is 
principally  from  the  State  of  New  York. 

Rivers.  The  Saline  i^  a  small  stream  of  two  or  three  feet 
water,  at  low  water  mark,  running  south  east  through  the 
township.  Its  course  is  crooked,  it  lias  a  feeble  current  and 
occasionally  afHirds  site  to  a  mill ;  the  water  is  colored  and 
flavored  more  or  less  by  the  accumulations  of  floodwood  at 
various  places  in  its  course^  as  well  as  by  the  constant  sup- 
plies of  drift,  as  leaves  &c.,  from  the  burdening  forestf  remind- 
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ing  one  of  swamps,  springs,  &c.  This  stream  like  otbers  ir> 
this  part  of  the  State,  is  subject  to  great  variation  in  the  wet 
and  dry  seasons,  at  times  making  pretensions  to  rank  among 
rivers ;  then  again  making  itself  principally  useful  to  mills, 

fish,  and geese.     The  Sahne  has   a   clay -like,  miry 

bed,  and  low  banks,  which  it  frequently  overflows. 

The  soil  of  this  township  is  clay,  clay  and  sand,  and  sand, 
clay  predominates. 

The  surface  is  level  in  the  south  and  east ;  more  undulating 
in  the  north  and  west,  but  never  rises  to  hills  of  much  alti- 
tude, nor  degenerates  to  swamps,  except  that  it  is  occasionally 
springy,  or  boggy  on  the  openings.  The  level  lands  require 
draining  to  make  them  profitable  and  arable,  but  are  natu- 
rally good  grass  lands. 

Timber.  The  clay  soil,  or  clay  and  sand,  is  found  mostly 
in  the  eastern  and  southern  sections.  These  parts  are  heavily 
timbered  with  oak,  ash,  bass-wood,  maple,  hickory,  black- 
walnut,  shagbark,  butternut,  elm  and  beech,  which  attain  re- 
spectable dimensions,  and  many  of  them  formidable  to  the  in- 
experienced woodsman.  The  northern  and  western  parts 
of  the  township  ai;e  called  openings.  The  timber  there  is  less 
varied  and  less  abundant,  a  medium  oak  constituting  the  pre- 
vailing variety. 

Stone.  We  have  no  quarries  of  stone  here,  nor  do  I  know 
of  any  within  twenty  miles.  The  stone  mostly  used  in  walls, 
are  found  on  the  surface,  irregular  shaped,  commonly  called 
**  hard  heads,"  "  sand  stone,"  &c.,  almost  defying  a  stone 
hammer  to  make  them  face  two  ways  at  the  same  lime. 
These  stone  abound  in  some  localities  ;  whether  they  indicate 
regular  stratified  deposits  adjacent,  I  am  not  aware,  such  have 
not  yet  been  developed. 

The  Medical  Botany  of  this  township  is  the  most  consider- 
able of  its  characteristics.  Sanguinaria  Canadensis,  Gerani- 
um Maculutum,  Cornus  Florida,  Asclepias  Tuberosa,  Prunus 
Virginiana,  Eup.  Perf.  and  the  whole  armature  of  the  domes- 
tic and  pepper  treatment,  are  found  here  in  profusion. 
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Here,  as  in  the  western  countiy  generally,  the  cause  of  dis- 
ease is  Malaria,  or  what  is  understood  by  that  term,  in  some 
of  its  manifestations  or  degrees-  Whether  this  is  an  exi:tent 
acting  principle  in  the  causation  of  disease,  or  has  its  being 
only  in  the  imagination  of  the  wise  ones,  it  answers  well  as  a 
pack  horse  to  bear  the  execrations  of  shivering  humanity  in 
this  western  country.  There  is  no  fountain  heads  of  that  poi- 
son, that  I  know  of  in  this  vicinity,  except  that  the  mill  ponds, 
and  streams  should  be  so  considered.  The  dam  across  the 
Saline  near  here,  raises  a  pond  for  a  mile,  twice  that  by  the 
stream;  duiing  the  summer  months  this  pond  is  kept  full,  or 
as  near  as  possible. 

My  own  experience  is,  that,  other  things  being  equal,  there 
is  no  more  disease  on  the  course  of  the  stream,  or  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  this  pond,  than  in  other  par(sof  the  town- 
ship ;  nor  that  disease  has  different  characteristics  in  these  vi- 
cinities compared  with  other  places.  But  there  is  a  smalt 
stream  four  miles  east,  running  nearly  south,  that  has  in  some 
places  a  gravelly  bed,  that  is  darned  for  the  support  of  a  saw 
mill;  this  dam  courses  a  large  marshy  pond,  which  is  damned 
by  all  the  inhabitants  in  its  vicinity,  as  one  of  the  greatest  mor- 
bific inflictions  ever  imposed  upon  a  neighborhood.  Dr.  Bow- 
ers, a  physician  for  many  years  a  resident  here,  informs  me, 
that  the  pond  first  mentioned,  adds  materially  to  the  amount 
of  disease  in  this  locality.  The  dam  was  down  aijd  the  river 
had  unobstructed  course  for  six  years,  1S39  to  1845;  during  this 
period  there  was  much  less  disease  than  anterior  or  subse- 
quently, since  the  first  erection  of  the  dam  in  1S34. 

The  prevalent  diseases  are  intermitting  and  remitting  fe- 
vers, bilious  pneumonia,  diarrhoea  dj-sentery,  and  occasion- 
ally rheumatism,  and  some  of  the  inflammations  ;  these  are 
prevalent,  but  additional,  we  ha\e  more  or  less  of  the  whole 
.  nosological  list  under  care  at  one  time  or  another,  but  nearly 
all  diseases  are  modified  by  the  ever  present  genius  of  evil — 
malaria. 
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My  professional  experience  in  this  place  dates  only  one 
year.  The  epidemic  diseases  of  the  past  season,  1850,  show- 
ed the  usual  characteristics  of  malarious  origin,  generally. 
During  the  period,  the  month  of  September  particularly,  when 
diseases  took  definite  character,  there  was  a  diarrhoaefor  two, 
four  or  six  days  of  a  chylous  or  a  bilious  character ;  discharg- 
es liquid,  light  colored  ;  affording  temporary  relief  to  the  pa- 
tient ;  no  complaint  of  tormina  nor  tenesmus  in  most  cases; 
patient  uniformly  expecting  that  some  mild  astringent  would 
affect  a  cure.  Many  of  these  cases  weie  attended  with  a 
mild  quotidian  or  tertian.  As  the  disease  became  developed, 
the  patient  had  nausea  and  vomiting  more  or  less,  alternating, 
and  diarrhoea;  great  oppression  of  the  precordial  region,  gen- 
er-al  uneasiness,  amounting  to  pain  in  many  instances,  of  the 
portal  region  ;  thfe  intermittent  or  remittent  assumed  a  severe 
form,  well  developed,  the  chill  and  fever  occupying  12  to  20, 
in  some  cases  48  hours.  After  the  second  or  third  paroxysm, 
unless  molested  by  treatment,  assuming  more  of  a  continued 
character,  the  remission  not  being  perceptible,  or,  very  indis- 
tinct, and  congestions  formed. 

In  the  forming  stage,  the  treatment  fo^nd  the  most  success- 
ful, was  to  exhibit  Calomel  and  Jalap,  a  a  gr.  8  or  10.  or  S  to 
12  gr.cal.,  followed  by  castor  oil,  jalap,  orjalap  and  cr.  tartar,  in 
2  to  6  drs.  In  many  cases,  this  treatment,  with  one  to  three 
five  grain  doses  of  Quinine  to  check  the  intermittent,  suppor- 
ted by  some?  of  the  bitter  tonics,  removed  the  maladj''. 

But  too  often  the  disease  established  itself,  then  calomel  in 
limited  quantities,  laxatives,  febrifuges,  as  camphor  powders, 
(R;  camph.  carb.  am.  a  a  13  Ipecac3ij(  Dovers  powders,  or  if 
there  was  much  heat  and  restlessness,  cold  water,  varied  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  particular  cases,  established  convales- 
cence ;  and  the  infusions  of  Gentian,  Orange  perl.,  quassia,  or 
wild  cherry,  with  perhaps  two  or  three  grs.  sul.  iron  in  the  in- 
fusion, generall}''  concluded  the  treatment. 


^ 
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ARTICLE  III. 

Case  of  Abdomanal  devehpement  of  the  Liver  and  Spleen  at 
Hfilh  By  D.  Hutchinson,  M.  D.,  of  Mooresville,  Ind. 

On  the   morning  of  the  4th  of  June*  1850, 1  was  called  to 
visit  Mrs.  B.  in   labor,   with   her  second   child.    She  was  a 
healthy  young  female,  est.  21    years.     Her  labor  proceeded 
pleasiEintly,  and  in  an  hour  after  my  arrival,  she  was  delivered 
of  a  female  child.     The  child  appeared  below  the  ordinary 
size  for  a  mature  foetus,  with  the  exception  of  the  abdomen, 
which   was  excessively  disproportionate  to  the  head  and  ex- 
tremities. The  lady  affirmed  that  she  had  gone  the  full  period 
of  utera-gestation.     The  heart  and  umbilical   cord  was  still 
pulsating,  it  opened   its  eyes,  yet  it  showed  no  symptoms  of 
the  establishment  of  respiration.     It  was  only  after  consider- 
able eSbrt,  by  artificial  respiration ,  kept  up  through  a  gum 
elastic  catheter,  introduced  into  the  mouth  of  the  child,  that 
any  appearance  of  breathing  could  be  noticed.     After  partial 
respiration  was  established  it  attempted  to  cry,  there  was  a 
considerable  interval  between  each  respiration.     On  examin- 
ing  the  abdomen  I  found  a  firm  and  hard  substance  occupying 
the  position  of  an  enlarged  liver,  extending  from  the  right  hy- 
pochondriac regions  to   the   middle  of  the  epigastrium,  and 
running  with  a  well  defined  margin,  down  the  median  line  of 
the  abdomen,  till  it  extended  to  the  hypogastric  and  the  illiac 
regions,  occupying  the  entire  right  half  of  the  abdomen.     On 
the  left  side  I  found  another  hard  substance,  which  appeared 
to  correspond   with  the   location   and   shape  of  an  enlarged 
spleen,  it  extended  over  and  met  the  liver  at  the  median  lino 
of  the  abdomen,  and  descended  into  the  hypogastric  and  lefl ' 
illiac  regions,  occupying  the  entire  left  half  of  the  abdomen 
The  abdomen  appeared  nearly  double  the   size  of  a  nine 
months  fcetus,  and  the  head  and  extremities  were  apparently 
imperfectly  developed,  or  below  the  usual  size.     The  breath-^ 
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ing  of  the  child  continued  slow  and  diflScult,  the  lips  and  face 
shortly  became  of  a  [mrple  color  ;  black  inky  spots,  about  the . 
size  of  pin  heads,   soon  appeared  over  the  bod}^    the  whole 
surface  became  purple,  and  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour  it  died.  " 
I  was  not  permitted  to  make  any  post  mortem  examination. 

The  abdominal  regions  appeared  to  have  been  developed 
at  the  expense  of  the  head  and  extremities,  and  nnay  proba- 
bly be  accounted  for,  by  an  abnormal  formation  of  the  cizcn* 
lating  apparatus. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

Hamatocelcy  By  Dr.  R.  W.  Hall,  of  Hawk  Eye,  Iowa. 

At  about  11  o'clock  P.  M.,  September  last,  1  was  called  lo 
go  in  haste  1  1-2  miles,  to  see  Mr.  E.  M.,  who  was  represent-  * 
ed  to  be  in  a  dangerous  condition,  as  he  was  suffering  most 
intensely.  Upon  my  arrival,  I  found  him  looking  rather  pale, 
cool,  quiet,  and  cheerful ;  but  with  agony  depicted  in  his  coun- 
tenance. 1  inquired  for  the  cause  of  his  suffering,  when  he 
answered  :  **  Oh,  sir,  I  am  in  a  bad  fix,  I  have  had  a  general 
cold,  and  as  I  got  better  better  of  it,  it  settled  here  ;  (placing 
his  hand  on  the  pubis,)  and  as  my  cold  mended,  this  got  worse. 
I  have  suffered  very  much — I  have  a  great  deal  of  pain." 

On  examination  I  found  the  right  henjisphere  of  the  scro- 
tum hot,  swollen,  and  somewhat  tender;  the  integuments 
stretched,  but  not  very  tightly,  the  tunica  vaginalis 
appeared  very  tense  and  hard,  the  spermatic  cord,  of  the 
right  side,  also  swollen  and  hard.  The  right  side  of  the  scro- 
tum overlapped  the  left,  angl  would  measure  about  20  inches 
in  circumference,  while  the  lofi  side  was  but  little  enlarged. 
About  four  days  previous  to  my  nightly  visit,  (but  after  the 
swelling  had  made  considerable  progress,)  he  had  fatigued 
himself  by  running,  while  driving  cattle.  After  this,  the  swell- 
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ing  aDd  pain  increased  much  more  rnpiJIy.  ^o»f»<  v?o  »,•  <9v 
hoars  before  I  saw  him,  a  point,  in  the  nnt<*rioi  poriM»»»  *^  ■*.•• 
tumor,  had  vielded  to  the  force  of  the  nociirniihitl'rrt  v/,iIm#,, 
from  which  some  biooc].  bo:h  clotlcd  and  Ihiid,  lind  <«**»|.*'l. 
Thi«  irave  some  relief,  but  ihc  apcriuro  horoiuiiii/ (»i»ri^»iiy 
closed  bv  a  clot,  and  the  bioo,]  bcinc:  no  loni:<M-  iMinnti*'!  »'i 
e9caj»e,  (except  a  ver\'  >i!glil  onzing  ol*  so  nun,)  tin*  ^ytWh^t 
and  pain  returned,  a;id  co:i:i:i::cd  to  nugmonU  up  (o  tlif  litnc 
of  mv  seeing  him. 

I  nrocecdc'l  al  once  lo  enlnrfre  the  oivninff,  lo  ih<^  rxirinl  f»f 
an  inch  and  a  half,  prohnlily  more,  but  ihc  rln  rofusotl  tf>  b*» 
discharged.  I  now  made  a  cl  )S0  oxamlii::ii«>n  ot'  ilip  mna!?, 
both  in  its  position,  and  of  the  small  parts  of  ii  ilmt  1  wm?  \\h\v 
to  dislodge,  and  could  distinctly  sec  fibrinous  shrod^nnd  (iln- 
ments  passing  in  all  directions,  but  mostly  from  iho  lnnirf\ 
vaginalis  toward  the  centre,  in  the  form  of  small  pillar.-^,  with 
their  bases  resting  on  this  tunic,  and  to  which,  also,  the  wliolfi 
mass  seemed  lo  adhere,  thus  showing  a  tendency  to  organiza- 
tion. The  testicle  was  pushed  as  far  posteriorily  as  it  oonld 
get. 

With  a  suitable  probe,  1  broke  up  the  muss  and  ndhosion?, 
as  well  as  1  could,  lo  the  distance  of  two  inches  or  more,  bv 
passing  it  through  in  every  direction  ;  after  which,  some  small 
portions  were  removed.  This  by  removing  the  tension,  gave 
some  ease.     1  then  applied  cold  wet  cloths,  and  left  him. 

At  a  pretty  early  hour  next  morning,  1  vi.sile<l  him  again 
and  found  the  tumor  but  little  diminished  in  size,  except  near 
the  oriGce  :  while  from  it,  there  still  issued  some,  blood.  It 
was,  however,  more  cool  and  soft,  and  less  panilid ;  and,  the 
swelling  of  the  spermatic  cord  was  much  less  pron)inent. 
After  removing  that  part  of  the  mass  which  led  lowanl  the 
source  of  the  broken  vessel,  viz  :  toward  the  symphysis  pu- 
bis, I  injected  by  means  of  a  small  syringe,  a  solution  of  sulph. 
zinc,  in  that  direction.  The  application  of  this  astringent, 
once  or  twice  repeated,  aided  by  the  cold  cloths,  soon  caused 
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the  flow  of  blood  to  cease.  Most  of  the  clotted  mass  was 
now  removed.  The  clot,  which  was  easily  removed  by  pie- 
ces, (together  with  sanious  fluid,)  appeared  to  be  made  up  of 
two  distinct  portions — one  as  a  jelly  of  ma^thed  fibrin  and  blood 
and  the  other,  which  I  suppose  to  be  parts  of  the  ori^nal 
mass,  not  broken  up  by  the  probe,  was  rather  more  compact, 
firm,  and  tenacious,  than  clotted  blood  usually  is.  The  cold 
cloths  were  continued. 

I  saw  him  the  following  day  :  there  had  been  no  more  bleed- 
ing, the  pain  was  gone,  the  swelling  had  nearly  disappeared, 
and  in  two  or  three  days  more,  the  patient  was  on  foot,  at  bis 
usual  avocation. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  I  did  not  turn  out  the  whole  mass  at 
once  ?  and  why  I  did  not  use  the  injection  on  my  first  visit  ? 
To  answer  the  last  question  first,  I  could  not  had  it  been  my 
wish,  for  I  had  not  the  means,  (i.  e.  no  syringe  at  hand),  and  as 
the  bleeding  was  slow  there  was  no  immediate  danger  of  fatal 
hoemorrhage,  and perhajys  the  cold  application  might  arrest  it; 
and  farther,  as  the  bleeding  was  small,  and  "heat,  pain,  red- 
ness, and  swelling,"  were  all  present,  in  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, it  might  be  well  to  defer  the  injection  until  some  of  these 
**symptoms,"  if  not  the  whole  of  them,  could  be  at  least,  par- 
tially subdued. 

To  answer  the  first,  knowing  his  need,  as  well  as  his  de- 
sire to  get  about  quickly,  I  did  not  think  it  best  to  open  the 
scrotum  its  whole  length,  and  thus  inflict  a  larger  wound  than 
was  actually  necessary  ;  for  other  things  equal,  the  longer  the 
cut,  the  more  time  to  heal  it ;  and,  as  the  contents  of  the  tu- 
mor from  their  nature,  could  not  be  urged  through  a  small 
opening,  I  removed  at  first  only  as  much  as  I  could  through 
such  an  opening  without  doing  violence  to  the  parts.  And 
had  the  clot  been  displaced,  without  a  corresponding  contrac- 
tion of  the  covering  membranes  immediately  following,  a  new 
clot  would  have  been  the  result,  unless  the  broken  vessel  had 

<^*\  permanently  closed.    And  had  the  injection  been  then 
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used,  it  would  have  spread  over  a  greater  surface  of  the  vag- 
inalis than  would  have  been  desirable,  and  would  not  have  ex- 
ercised any  greater  haemostatic  influence,  than  a  smaller  quan- 
tity applied  only  to  the  required  point.  The  sequel  1  think, 
justified  the  delay  ;  for,  after  the  clot  and  its  adhesions  were 
broken  up,  and  the  wasting  blood  freshly  diffused  throughout 
the  mass,  which  evidently  softened  it,  there  was  little  danger 
and  no  difficulty  attending  its  removal. 


ARTICLE  V. 

Collodion  in  Mammary  Inflammation  and  Small  Pox.     By  Dr. 
fc         J.  H.  Murphy,  of  St.  Anthonv's  Falls,  Minnesota, 

During  the  month  of  June  last,  I  was  called  upon  to  see  a 
:  lady,  afflicted  with  inflammation  of  the  mamma,  superve- 
ning upon  confinement.  It  was  much  swollen  and  painful.  I 
applied  the  various  remedial  agents  usually  exhibited  in  such 
•  cases,  but  with  very  indifferent  success.  I  observed,  in  the 
North- Western  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  an  article,  writ- 
ten by  Prof.  Evans,  derailing  his  treatment  of  similar  cases, 
which  resulted  favorably  and  speedily,  by  the  application  of 
the  collodion.  I  immediately  applied  the  remedy,  in  the  man- 
ner designated  in  the  paper,  and,  although  there  appeared  to 
be  but  little  probability  of  preventing  suppuration,  yet  by  the 
assiduous  application  three  or  four  times  per  diem,  for  three 
days,  a  perfect  resolution  of  the  inflammation  and  dispersion 
of  the  tumor  was  effected,  with  but  little  or  no  auxiliary  treat- 
ment. The  success  here  induced  me  to  try  it  in  the  following 
cases  :  Having  at  this  time  a  case  of  small  pox  under  treat- 
ment, I  concluded  that  as  it  was  considered  an  object  to  pro- 
tect the  affected  surface  from  the  action  of  the  atmospbere^ 
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the  collodion  might  possibly  answer  that  purpose  as  well  as 
any  thing  which  I  had  at  m}'  command.  As  this  was  an  ex- 
periment, hpwever,  I  proceeded  cautiously,  applying  the  so- 
lution on  one  of  the  lower  extremities,  previous  to  the  perfect 
filling  of  the  pustules,  four  times  daily  for  four  successive  days. 
From  the  time  of  the  first  application  the  pustules  retrograded, 
the  itching  and  irritation  in  the  part  subjected  to  this  treat- 
ment was  allaj^ed,  and  after  the  recovery  of  the  patient,  it 
presented  a  uniform,  smooth  surface,  while  the  contiguous 
skin,  to  which  collodion  had  not  been  applied,  was  deeply 
pitted. 

Shortly  after  this  I  had  another  patient,  laboring  under  the 
same  disease,  and  being  greatly  encouraged  at   the    result  in 
the  previous  case,  concluded  to  make  a  more  extensive  appli- 
cation of  the  remedy.     At  the  same  period   in  the   course  of 
the  disease,  as  previously  mentioned,  I  brushed  the  surface  of 
the  face,  neck  and  hands  of  the  patient,  thoroughly,  three  or 
four  times  daily,  for  four  days.     The  result  was,  as  in  the  for- 
mer case,  a  perfect  prevention  of  the  disfiguring  effects  of 
the  disease,  although  both   patients  had  the   affection  in  a 
severe,  confluent  form.     In  the  latter  case,  also,  the   remedy 
succeeded  most  admirably  in  alleviating  the  irritation  and  con-  § 
sequent  unpleasant  results,  usually  attending  the  progress  of 
the  disease.     Not  having  notes  of  the  cases,  I   cannot  enter 
into  a  minute  description  of  the  appearances  present'^d  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  and,  therefore,  only  give  the  mode  and  lime  of 
the  application,  and  the  result.     The  only  unpleasant  circum- 
stance in  the  treatment  was,  that  the  first  (small  pox)  patient 
appeared  extremely  chagrined  that  his  face  had  not  been  sub- 
jected to  the  experiment  instead  of  his  leg^  and   hinted,  omi- 
nously, maZ-practice.     From  the  experience  attained  in  these 
cases,  I  am   inclined   to  think  collodion  the  most  eflectual 
means  of  preventing  pitting  in  the  disease  referred  to.     It  only 
remains  to  be  tested  by  future  experiment,  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  it  can  be  applied  without  producing  ill  consequences. 
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As  no  bad  results  folluwed  the  application  to  the  face  and 
hands,  ia  the  above  case,  this,  in  itself,  is  a  great  consideration 
if  it  should  be  found  to  act  as  Favorably  in  regard  to  the  marks 
of  the  pustules  hereafter.  The  collodion  has  the  advantages 
over  all  other  agents  hitherto  employed  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned, that  it  is  cheaper,  more  easily  applied,  and  adapts 
itself  closely  to  the  the  inequalities  of  the  surface,  besides  be- 
ing so  eminently  useful  in  allaying  the  itching  and  irritation* 


ARTICLE   VL 

Clinical  Lectures  and  Cases  in  the  ttedical  Wards  of  the  Illi- 
nois General  Hospital.  By  N.  &  Davis,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Rush  Medical  College, 
and  one  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Hospital.  Reported  by 
B.  F.  White,  Interne. 

■ 

Case  1st.  T.  Y.,  Male,  aged  about  35  years,  admitted  this 
day  Dec.  9th,  1S50  ;*  occupation  a  sailor  on  the  Lakes.  The 
patient  before  us,  remarked  the  doctor,  is  a  strong  laboring 
man,  in  the  middle  period  of  life,  and  externally  presents  us 
with  a  flushed  face  of  arterial  hue,  an  active  or  excited  expres- 
sion of  countenance ;  a  hot  and  dry  skin  ;  a  hurried,  laborious, 
and  painful  respiration ;  the  pain  sharp  and  severe,  and  re- 
stricted chiefly  to  the  left  axillary  and  sub-axillary  regions  ; 
cough  frequent,  painful,  and  suppressed  ;  expectoration  pret- 
ty free,  and  consisting  of  a  red,  liquid  mucous  which  is  gen- 
erally known  as  the  bloody  or  brick  dust  sputa.  The  patient- 
complains  of  great  oppression  or  sense  of  fullness  and  tight- 
ness across  the  chest,  and  of  a  heavy  sore  pain  in  the  frontal 
region,  much  aggravated  by  coughing.  The  pulse  is  90  per 
minute,  full,  and  only  moderately  firm  ;  there  is  much  thirst ; 
the  tongue  covered  with  a  whitish  fur ;  and  the  bowels  slight- 
ly costive. 

The  position  of  the  patient  is   dorsal,  with  the  head  and 
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shoulders  somewhat  elevated.     These  sjmptomSt  continue? 
the  Dr.,  are  fairly  and  fully  characterislic  of  inftammatory  or 
symptomatic  fever,  dependent  on  active  inflamtnation  in  some 
important  organ;  and  the  acute  pain  located  in  the  lateral  part 
of  the  chest,  the  difficult  breathing,  and  the  red  or  bloody  ex- 
pectoration sufficiently  point  to  the  Lungs  as  the  suffering  or- 
gans.    But  they  neither  inform  us  of  the  precise  location,  ex- 
tent or  stage  of  the  disease,  nor  of  the  particular  tissues  in- 
volved.    It  is  true,  that  the  colorof  the  expectoration  is  regar- 
ded as  diagnostic  of  pneumonia  or  inflammation  of  the  air  cells 
and  parenchyma  of  the  lungs  ;  while  the  acute  lateral  pain, 
and  suppression  of  respiration  and  cough  aru  much  more  char- 
acterislic of  Pleurisy.     For  more  precise  information,  howev- 
ever,  we  must  resort  to  the  means  of  phj^sical  diagnosis.     As 
I  place  my  hands  on  the  two  sides  of  the  chest,  you  see  that 
it  is  broad  and  full,  but  the  right  side  moves  much  more  freely 
than  the  left   during  each  inspiration.     There  is  no  enlarge- 
ment or  contraction  of  either  side  appreciable  to  the  ej'e  alone. 
By  preserving  silence,  you  will  distinguish  a  pretty    fair  de- 
gree of  resonance  on  percussion  over  the  whole  of  the  right 
lung,  the  upper  lobe  of  the  left,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
middle  lobe  also,  especially   anteriorly.     As   we  pass  the  in- 
ferior border  of  the  pectoralis  major  towards  the  axilary  re- 
gion we  get  decided  dulness,  increasing  as  we  go  downwards 
and  backward  until  we  reach  the  attachment  of  the  diaphragm 
to  the  walls  of  the  chest.     Indeed,  as  we  cause  the  patient  la 
turn  on  the  right  side  and  extend  our  percussion  posteriorly, 
you  perceive  the  dulness  occupying  both  the  axillary  and  sul)- 
axilary  regions,  and  the  space  below  the  margin  of  the  scapu- 
la on  the  left  side. 

This  degree  of  dulness  occupying  the  lateral  and  inferior 
part  of  the  chest,  accompanied  by  the  active  febrile  symptoms, 
already  detailed,  indicates  one  of  two  pathological  conditions, 
viz  :  the  accumulation  of  a  fluid  in  the  cavity  of  the  pleura, 
separating  the  lung  from  the  thoracic  parieties,  or  inflamma- 
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tory  infiltration  into  the  pulmonary  texture,  constituting  hepa- 
tization. Or  we  may  have  both  these  conditions  existing  in 
the  same  case,  the  consequence  of  a  a  pleuro-pneumonia. 

On  applying  my  ear  now  to  different  parts  of  the  chest,  I 
find  the  respiratory  murmur  in  the  right  side  and  the  upper 
part  of  the  left,  simply  exaggerated  or  puerile^  as  it  is  termed ; 
over  the  middle  lobe  of  the  Ipft  side  there  is  a  variable  degree 
of  coarse  mucous  rhoneus,  and  on  a  level  with  the  lower  edge 
of  the  Pecloralis  major  muscle,  a  pretty  distinct  vesicular  or 
crepitant  rattle^  while  as  we  pass  into  the  axilla,  we  loose  all 
sound  except  a  moderate  whiflBng  or  tubular  murmur  pro- 
duced by  the  air  passing  in  the  larger  branches  of  the  bron- 
chial tube.  While  the  patient  is  coughing  or  articulating 
sounds,  as  by  counting  aloud,  with  my  ear  over  the  left  axilla- 
ry region,  I  hear  an  obscure  and  somewhat  vibratory  trans- 
mission of  the  voice,  rather  intermediate  between  ordinary 
broncophony  and  oegophony.  You  will  have  noticed  that  the 
dulness  on  percussion  is  most  complete  in  the  most  dependent 
part  of  the  left  side. 

Now  if  we  compare  these  signs  with  the  ordinary  symp- 
toms previously  stated,  we  shall  be  able  to  draw  some  \ery 
clear  and  reliable  conclusions.  Thus,  the  more  or  less  com- 
plete dulness  on  percussion  over  the  axillary  and  sub-scapular 
regions,  with  distinct  vesicular  murmur  somewhat  intermixed 
with  coarse  mucous  rhoneus  along  the  upper  margin  of  the 
dulness,  taken  in  connection  with  the  laborious  and  painful 
breathing,  the  bloody  expectoration,and  the  active  febrile  symp- 
toms, leave  no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  pneumonic  infiam- 
mation  occupying  the  greater  part  of  the  lower  lobe  of  the 
left  lung,  which  has  passed  already  into  the  second  stage, 
or  that  of  hepatization  in  the  part  first  attacked,  while  it 
is  still  actively  extending  as  indicated  by  the  vesicular 
murmur  on  the  margin  or  circumference  of  the  diseased 
part.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  acute  lancinating  nature  of 
the  pain,  located  in  the  extreme  lateral  part  of  the  chesti  coup- 
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led  with  the  most  complete  dulness  in  the  lower  or  most  de* 
pendent  part  of  the  side  affected,  and  the  entire  absence  of  all 
respiratory  sounds  at  the  same  point,  render  it  very  ccrtaio 
that  the  inflammation  implicated  early,  the  pleural  covering  of 
the  diseased  lobe  of  the  lung,  which  has  resulted  in  a  moder- 
ate amount  of  pleuritic  effusion. 

Our  diagnosis  now  becomes  plain  and  deflnite*  The  pa- 
tient is  laboring  under  an  acute  plruro-pneumoniaj  implicating 
chiefly  the  lower  lobe  of  the  left  lung. 

In  regard  to  the  Prognosis,  you  must  consider,  first,  the 
length  of  time  since  the  onset  of  the  disease.  The  patient 
says  he  was  attacked  four  days  since  with  chilliness,  followed 
by  high  fever,  cough,  pain  in  the  chest,  and  all  the  symptoms 
before  stated ;  and  that  they  have  continued  unabated  until 
the  present  time.  You  are  aware  that  the  length  of  time  re- 
quired for  pneumonic  inflammation  to  run  through  its  succes- 
sive stages,  of  congestion,  infiltration  or  hepatization,  and  sup- 
puration or  resolution,  is  very  various,  according  to  the  age 
and  previous  condition  of  the  patient's  health,  and  the  activity 
of  the  disease.  In  childhood,  the  first  stage  is  much  more  pro- 
tiacted,  than  in  the  middle  and  later  periods  of  life.  In  the 
case  before  us,  the  four  days  it  has  continued,  have  given  am- 
ple time  for  the  parts  first  affected  to  have  passed.into  the  sec- 
ond stage  of  the  disease.  While  the  parts  immediately  sur- 
rounding those,  or  at  least  above,  are  still  in  the  first  stage, 
as  indicated  by  little  or  no  perceptible  dulness  and  plain  ve- 
sicular murmur  or  crepitation.  Second — the  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease. As  a  general  rule  the  longer  pneumonia  or  pleurisy 
has  continued  without  adequate  treatment,  the  less  favorable 
will  be  the  prognosis.  Third :  You  must  note  the  location 
and  extentof  the  disease.  Inflammation,  fully  formed,  affec- 
ting the  greater  part  of  one  lung,  must  always  be  regarded 
as  dangerous.  If  both  lungs  are  affected  the  danger  is  greatly 
increased. 

Again,  dnflammation  of  the  same  extent  and  intenaiiyi  aP 
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fectrag  the  upper  and  iLiddle  lobes,  is  more  serious  than  if  lo* 
cated  in  the  inferior  lobes.  In  this  respect  the  case  before  us 
is  favorable.  And  if  we  add  to  this  the  previously  good 
heakh,  the  vigorous  sanguine  temperament,  and  the  present 
condition  of  the  pulse,  and  muscular  strength  of  our  palienti 
we  shall  predict,  that  with  judicious  treatment  he  will  recov- 
er. 

But  in  what  shall  this  judicious  treatment  consist?  Before 
answering  this  question  you  shoul^  see  clearly  the  indications 
to  be  fulfilled.  Now  what  are  the  objects  to  bo  accomplished 
in  the  case  before  us  ?  I  answer,  first,  to  arrest  the  det(*rmi- 
nation  of  blood  to  the  inflamed  organ,  and  relieve  the  cotigct- 
tion  in  those  parts  still  in  the  first  stage  of  disease.  Sccondi 
to  prevent  a  return  of  this  determination,  and  cause  the  mat- 
ter infiltrated  or  effused  in  parts  farther  advanced  in  dis(;asOf 
to  be  absorbed  or  expectorated.  And  third,  to  keep  up  an 
active  state  of  those  secretions,  which  by  their  highly  carbo- 
naceous composition,  may  in  some  manner  compcnsatis  fur  the 
diminished  function  of  respiration.  To  this  class  belong  the 
hepatic,  intestinal,  and  cutaneous  secretions.  If  these  objecU 
can  be  fully  secured,  complete  resolution  of  the  inflammation 
will  soon  follow.  As  there  is  nothing  in  the  case  licfore  us  to 
forbid  !t,  I  shall  attempt  to  accomplish  the  first  objf;ct  by 
bleeding  from  the  arm  to  an  extent  sufficient  to  lessr;n  the  paiOf 
diminish  the  febrile  heat  of  the  skin,  and  remove  the  great  sense 
of  oppression  and  tightness  across  the  chest,  whether  the 
quantity  required  be  one  pint  or  two.  I  bleed  such  a  ca>K5  not 
to  take  away  a  given  quantity  of  blood,  but  tr;  produce  a  given 
eflect  on  the  circulation.  To  keep  up  the  sedative  efKxl  in- 
duced by  the  bleeding,  and  to  favor  the  abik/rption  of  infiltra- 
ted and  effused  matters  into  the  pulmonary  tissue  and  pleural 
cavity,  I  shall  follow  the  bleeding  immediately  by  full  nauseas- 
ting  doses  of  a  solution  of  Tartrate  of  Antimorjy  and  IV/(a«bf 
repeated  every  two  hours,  with  two  grains  of  Caiz/cuel  be- 
tween the  doses  of  the  Antimony* 
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If  the  bowels  become  freely  movedi  as  is  generally  the 
case,  in  the  course  of  six  or  eight  hours,  I  shall  add  to  each  al- 
terative dose  of  the  Calomel  one  grain  of  Opium  to  aid  in 
quieting  irritability  and  causing  the  Antimony  to  be  better 
borne.  The  third  indication  will  thus  be  fulfilled  by  the  same 
means  as  the  second.  If,  in  opposition  to  the  sedative  influ- 
ence of  the  Antimonial,  the  febeile  symptoms  again  increase 
in  activity,  a  few  hours  after  the  first  bleeding,  I  shall  direct 
the  latter  to  be  repeated  under  the  same  rules  as  at  first.  The 
further  progress  of  the  case  and  the  influence  of  treatment  we 
will  note  when  we  meet  in  the  wards  to-morrow  morning  at  9 
o'clock. 

Dec.  10th,  9  o'clock  A.  M.  In  carrying  out  the  treatment 
directed  for  this  patient  yesterday,  he  was  bled  nearly  30  oz. 
before  the  pain,  diflScult  breathing,  and  sense  of  oppression 
were  relieved  to  the  extent  desired.  The  relief,  however, 
from  the  abstraction  of  that  quantity  was  very  decided,  al- 
though no  sense  of  syncope  ensued.  The  heat  of  the  skin 
was  diminished,  the  pulse  more  soft,  and  the  patient  capable 
of  taking  quite  a  full  breath  with  but  little  pain.  Having 
gained  a  decided  impression  and  for  the  time  being  arrested 
the  determination  of  blood  to  the  inflamed  lung,  ten  grains  of 
Tart.  Ant.  et  Pot.  were  dissolved  m  half  a  tumbler  of 
cold  water,  of  which  a  tea-spoonful  was  given  everj'  two 
hours  and  two  grains  of  Calomel  between  each  dose.  The 
firsj  spoonful  of  the  Antimonial  solution  being  given  immedi- 
ately after  the  abstraction  of  blood,  caused  pretty  free  vomit- 
ing, accompanied  by  perspiration  and  still  further  relief  of 
the  breathing.  The  subsequent  doses  were  borne  with  very 
little  nausea,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  small  doses  of  Calomel, 
operated  freely  as  physic  at  the  end  of  six  or  eight  hours. 
Immediately  after  the  free  movement  of  the  bowels,  four 
grains  of  Calomel  combined  with  one  of  Opium  were  given 
and  the  solution  of  Antimony  alone  continued  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  If  you  now  look  at  the  patient,  his  face  is  less  flush- 
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ed;  if  you  feel  of  the  skin  you  will  find  it  not  much  above 
the  natural  temperature;  his  pulse  is  still  about  90  per  minutCt 
but  soft;  his  breathing  you  perceive  is  much  less  hurried  than 
yesterday^  with  pain  only  on  coughing  or  taking  a  long 
breath. 

If  you  look  -in  the  vessel  here  you  see  that  the  expecto- 
rated matter  is  still  vei^  red  or  bloody  and  abundant,  but 
thicker  than  before,  and  the  cough  less  frer{uent.  Per- 
cussion shows  but  little  alteration  since  yesterday,  but  the 
vesicular  murmur  or  crepitation  has  entirely  subsided  leaving 
in  its  place  only  the  mucus  rboncus  caused  by  the  bloody 
mucus  in  the  air  passages. 

The  patient  is  still  thirsty  and  the  tongue  covered  with  a 
yellowish  white  fur.  The  bowels  have  been  evacuated  once 
•this  morning.  Now  I  shall  direct  a  continuance  of  the  solu- 
tion of  Antimony -every  three  hours,  and  a  powder  composed 
of  Calomel  4  grs.  Opii  1  gr.  every  six  hours,  with  toast  wa- 
ter for  drink,  and  if  the  pain  remains  ptetty  severe  in  the 
^ide  on  coughing,  a  blister  must  be  laid  over  the  aflfected  part 
this  evening. 

Dec.  11th,  9  o'clock  A.  M.  Now  gentlemen,  you  see  the 
breathing  ot  this  patient  is  quite  easy,  his  skin  cool,  his  pulse 
not  over  85  per  minute  and  soft;  b6  expectorates  quite  easy, 
«the  sputa  being  thicker  and  much  less  bloody^  on  taking  a 
ibrced  inspiration,  the  affected  lung  fills  more  readily  and  with 
little  pain;  the  coat  on  the  tongue  is  loosening  along  the  edges 
and  is  moist;  there  is  a  slight  mercurial  fetor  to  the  breath; 
.and  the  bowels  have  been  opened  once  or  twice  during  the 
night.  The  blister  mentioned  yesterday  was  applied  last 
evening  and  has  drawn  well. 

I  shall  now  give  the  patient  nothing  but  a  solution  of  Anti- 
mony with  the  addition  of  five  or  six  drops  of  Laudanum  to 
each  dose,  repeated  every  ihiee  or  four  hours.  A  little  gruel 
and  mucillages  may  be  allowed  during  the  day. 

Dec.  12th,  9  o'clock  A.  M.    You  will  see  in  examining  this 
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patient  now,  that  all  his  symptoms  are  still  further  improved. 
His  skin  is  cool;  tO!jgue  moist  and  nearly  clean;  the  expecto- 
ration is  less  copious,  more  thick,  and  nearly  destitute  of  red- 
ness; his  breathing  while  quiet,  is  easy,  but  still  the  left  side 
of  the  chest  expands  less  freely  than  the  other,  and  you  per- 
ceive as  we  apply  percussion,  that  there  is  considerable  dul- 
ness,  though  occupying  a  smaller  s{^e  than  at  first.  These 
circumstances  show  that  the  inflammation  proper  has  nearly 
subsided,  and  what  remains  to  be  done  is  to  cause  a  removal, 
by  absorption,  of  its  consequences.  For  this  a  continuance 
of  external  irritation  by  repeating  the  blister,  the  exhibition 
of  the  Compound  Honey  of  Squills,  Senega,  and  Antimony 
with  Paregoric  to  allay  the  cough;  keeping  the  bowels  regular 
by  the  mildest  laxatives;  and  as  the  patient  begins  now  to 
manifest  some  appetite,  restricting  him  to  a  very  simple  diet 
consisting  of  soft  boiled  rice,  weak  animal  broths  &c.,  will  be 
all  that  is  needed  to  complete  the  cure. 

14:lh,  9  o'clock  A.  M.  Here  is  our  patient,  lying  in  bed 
reading  a  newspaper.  A  glance  at  his  general  aspect  is  suf- 
ficient to  show  that  he  is  rapidly  improving.  The  respiratory 
murmur  has  returned  over  the  greater  part  of  the  affected  lobe 
of  the  lung;  he  coughs  little  and  the  sputa  aie  thick,  yellow, 
and  entirely  destitute  of  blood;  but  still  there  is  some  dullness 
at  the  lower  margin  of  the  chest,  and  a  forcible  icspiration 
gives  a  slight  sense  of  soreness.  We  shall  continue  the  same 
treatment  mentioned  on  the  ]2ih  inst. 

Dec.  16th.  Patient  sitting  up  with  a  good  appetite,  and  ap- 
pears entirely  convalescent.  No  further  medical  treatment 
required. 

There  gentlemen,  is  a  case  which  one  week  since  present- 
ed all  the  phenomena  of  an  acute  Pleuro-Pneumonia,  in  the 
fourth  day  of  its  progress.  Now  the  patient  is  well.  [He 
was  discharged  well  on  the  19tn,  three  days  after.]  Yet  you 
will  find  some  high  authorities  in  Medicine,  who  will  tell  you 
that  Pneumonia  cannot  be  cut  short  by  bleedings  and  will  ar- 
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ray  abundance  of  numerical  statistics,  gathered  up  promiscu- 
ously without  reference  to  ihe  class  of  patients  or  their  previous 
tone  of  vitality,  as  evidence  of  their  assertion.  But  gentlemeni 
such  evidence  is  scarcely  worth  a  serious  examination.  Pneu- 
monia, as  in  the  case  before  us,  may  be  characterized  by  an 
active  and  vigorous  state  of  the  functions  of  innervation  and 
circulation,  when  little  else  than  a  judicious  application  of 
bleeding  and  antimony  is  required  to  subdue  it;  or  it  may  be 
accompanied  by  an  enfeebled  condition  of  these  functions, 
manifested  by  an  early  appearance  of  dullness  and  dingiucss 
of  the  face,  a  more  rapid  and  easily  compressed  pulse,  and 
by  a  less  forcible  or  sustained  impulse  of  the  heart,  in  which 
the  same  amount  of  bleeding  and  Antimony  would  speedily 
induce  a  dangerous,  if  not  fatal  degree  of  prostration,  or  an 
equally  dangerous  degree  of  intestinal  irritation.  But  we 
shall  have  abundant  opportunities  to  illustrate  these  varieties 
in  our  wards  before  the  present  term  expires. 

I  intended  to  embrace  in  this  report  two  or  three  other 
cases,  but  I  have  already  tilled  more  space  than  is  desirable, 
and  yet  have  not  done  justice  to  the  very  minute  and  excellent 
practical  instruction  of  the  attending  phyaician. 
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Collodion  in  Chilblains.     Bv  Jxo.  Evans  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Ob- 
stetrics,  &c.,  in  Rush  Medical  College. 

Chilblains  result  from  the  excess  of  reaction,  following  ex- 
posure to  cold,  and  in  the  early  stage  may  be  regarded  as  sim- 
ply congestions  of  the  parts.  The  hyperemia  affecting  the 
skin,  brings  the  blood  so  closel}^  in  contact  with  the  air,  that 
oxygenizationinan  unnatural  degree  goes  on,  feeding  the  flame, 
and  producing  the  intolerable  itching  and  burning  sensations 
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characterislic  of  this   affectioni   and  the  troublesome  inflam- 
mation that  generally  follows. 

To  diminish  the  congestion  and  protect  the  surface  from  ex- 
posure to  the  atmosphere,  seeming  to  be  the  prominent  points 
to  be  attendefl  to  in  the  treatment  in  the  early  stage,  I  have 
resorted  to  the  application  of  the  etherial  solution  of  gun  cot- 
ton in  a  number  of  cases ;  which  by  its  contractility  and 
compression  upon  the  part  filled  the  first;  and  by  its  close 
adaptation  to  the  surface,  and  the  imperviousness  to  trie  air 
of  the  coating  that  it  made,  answered  well  the  other  indica- 
tion. 

I  have  been  highly  gratified  by  the  results  of  this  practice. 
The  suffering  of  the  patient  being  promptly  relieved  and  the 
progress  of  the  diseased  action  speedily  arrested. 

Feb.  3.  ISol. 
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Inoculation  in  Rubeola.  By  JohnE.  McGinn,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
L.  L.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Physiology,  &c.,  in  the 
University  of  St.  Mary's,  Physician  to  the  Catholic  Male 
and  Female  Orphan  Asylums,  Chicago. 

Inoculation  in  Rubeola  is  no  new  experiment.  As  to  the 
advantage  of  the  process,  diversity  of  opinion  exists.  Dr«. 
Home,  in  Edinburg,  Dewees,  and  Chapman,  at  the  I)is|H?ii- 
sar}'  in  Philadelphia  in  1801,  practiced  inoculalimi  without 
any  satisfactory  results,  while  the  experiments  of  Prof.  Spor- 
anza  of  Mantua,  and  others,  were  varied,  decisive  and  suc- 
cessful. Having  no  opinion  of  my  own  to  confirm,  wishing 
only  to  arrive  at  the  truth,  if  possible,  1  determined  when  the 
very  favorable  opportunity  presented,  by  the  breaking  out  of 
Rubeola  in  these  Asylums,  to  test  this  point.  The  Asylumsare 
situated,  (the  female  in  north,  and  the  male  in  south  Chicago.) 
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without  the  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  cityt  having  the  ad- 
vantage of  healthy  locations.  The  houses  are  larg^t  well  veu- 
tillated,  and  are  under  the  charge  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  ; 
thus  the  best  nursing  could  be  secured,  and  the  best  opportu- 
nity which  might  ever  again  occur  to  me  of  watching  every 
stage  of  the  progress  of  the  disease.  Early  in  December  the 
first  case  of  measles  was  brought  into  the  female  asylum.  I 
proceeded  to  inoculate  from  this  case,  when  the  eruption  was 
at  its  height.  Blood  was  drawn  from  a  vivid  exanlhemutous 
patch  on  the  diseased  child's  arm,  and  inserted  into  the  arms 
of  the  three  children  first  mentioned  in  the  list  below.  On 
the  fourth,  sixth  and  seventh  days,  after  the  inoculation,  the 
measles  appeared,  pursuing  a  regular  and  mild  course.  The 
result  of  these  cases  determined  me  to  carr}-  the  experiment 
farther,  and  that  the  trial  might  be  a  fair  one,  I  selected  for 
comparison  those  whose  physical  conformation  and  constitu- 
tional idiosyncracy,  seemed  most  nearly  alike,  giving  the  dis- 
advantage of  age  to  the  inoculation.  The  following  table 
contains  the  names,  ages,  and  results  of  all  the  cases  whether 
inoculated  or  not : 


NOT  INOCULATED. 

INOCULATED. 

< 

Died. 

Age. 

Recovered. 

Age 

KlleA  Brown, 

3  y'rs.Ellen  Kehoe, 

llj'rs. 

Kaly  Russell, 

2 

Ellen  Grant, 

4 

Philomena  Kehoe, 

3 

Mary  M'Cariy, 

8 

Eliza  belli  Patton, 

2 

Rose  Mack, 

6 

Ellen  Crowly, 

Recovered. 

5 

Mary  Grant, 
Eliza  Hurley, 

9 
4 

Mary  Carroll 

9 

Ann  Cahill, 

8 

Ann  Brennan, 

6 

Ella  Welsh, 

5 

Mary  Patton, 

7 

Ann  Mulhall, 

9 

Johanna  Cahill, 

5 

Ann  Hagan, 

3 

Emeline  Hurley, 
Mary  Nugent 
Mary  Brain, 

4 
5 

10 

Mary  Mulhall, 
Ellen  McCarty, 
Anna  O'Brien, 

4 
10 
13 

Elvira  Gilmartin, 

5 

Cath.  Power 

9 

Fanny  Mooney, 
Mary  Ann  Tell, 

12 
10 

• 
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This  table  gives  us  29  names,  34  recoveries  and  S  deaths, 
all  occuring  among  those  not  inoculated.  The  cases  of  all 
those  inoculated,  commencing  from  the  fourth  to  the  ninth  day 
after  inoculation,  proceeded  regularly,  with  the  ordinary  symp- 
toms of  simple  measles,  to  convalescence,  which  was  speedy 
and  complete,  with  one  exception  viz,  the  first  case.  This 
child  entered  the  asylum  about  a  year  ago,  suffering  with  vi- 
olent ophthalmia.  She  had  been  cured.  On  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  measles,  the  ophthalmia  returned,  and  though  the 
sight  was  much  endangered,  yet  there  now  only  remains  a  lit- 
tle weakness  which  is  disappearing.  AH  these  cases  occurred 
consecutively  from  the  first  week  of  December  to  the  second 
week  of  January. 

Four  children  who  were  known  to  have,  had  measles  in  the 
spring  of  1850,  were  inoculated;  nothing  else  was  observed 
than  the  inflammation  which  would  follow  any  ordinary  lan- 
cet puncture. 

Of  those  not  inoculated  with  four  exceptions,  the  antece- 
dent symptoms  were  very  severe.  The  fever  was  violent; 
distressing  vomiting  occurred  in  three  cases.  The  catarrhal 
symptoms  were  violent;  throat  sore,  hoarseness,  rigors,  cough 
almost  continuous,  dry,  the  whole  chest  sore,  difficult  respira- 
tion, delirium  at  night  in  some  of  the  cases. 

Four  had  the  ''congestive  modification,"  the  eruption  ap- 
peared slowly  and  imperfectlj';  one  of  these  died.  Two  oth- 
ers presented  the  Typhoid  variety;  one  died  of  diarrhea,  the 
other  recovered,  but  afterwards  four  dangerous  ulcerations  ap- 
peared on  the  limbs,  and  gangrenous  stomatitis,  in  the  left 
lower  jaw.  All  of  the  teeth  of  that  part  of  the  jaw,  feil  out, 
the  left  side  of  the  tongue  and  the  cheek  were  involved  in  the 
disease.  This  case  ultimately  recovered.  Bronchitis  super- 
vtMied  in  six  cases.  Three  hud  partial  aphonia,  one  complete ; 
this  one  died. 

When  these  last  mentioned  cases  attempted  to  swallow  anv 
liquid,  it  was  thrown  back  through  the  mouth  and  nose  with 
violent  expulsiv  effort. 
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In  the  male  Asylum,  there  were  !&8  cases  and  6  dcatlis. 
None  were  inoculated,  but  3  of  the  whole  number  hud  tho 
disease  mildly,  and  these  were  the  three  first  attacked.  The 
others  had  violent  antecedent  symptoms,  and  tedious  conva- 
lescence. Five  of  those  who  died  had  the  uphonia  and  dilli- 
cult  deglutition  before  spoken  of,  the  othei  died  of  Phthisis. 

In  review  of  these  facts  much  mi^ht  be  said.  I  have  cho- 
sen, however,  to  give  them  as  they  occurred,  without  com- 
ments, leaving  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal,  to  estimate  thctti 
at  what  they  are  worth  ;  merely  adding,  that  if  there  is  no  ad- 
vantage in  inoculationf  the  result  which  the  second  column  furnish* 
eSy  would  be  a  strange  anomaly* 


ARTICLE  IX. 

A  Family  poisoned  by  eating  a  Gar.     By  Dr.  W.  Brooks,  of 
Circleville,  Illinois.  # 

Amid  the  many  and  varied  forms  of  diseased  action  the  de- 
structive ravages  of  which,  the  Physician  is  called  upon  to 
aid  in  counteracting,  it  is  rare  to  meet  with  such  a  case  as  I 
am  about  to  relate. 

April  27,  1S50,  I  was  called  at  1 J  o'clock  A.  M.,  to  attend 
upon  a  family  residing  in  this  village,  said  by  the  messenger  to 
have  been  poisoned.  I  immediately  hastened  to  their  assist- 
ance, and  on  entering  their  apartments  the  scene  that  presen- 
ted was  one  well  calculated  to  elicit  the  sympathies  of  the 
most  obdurate  heart.  There  were  no  less  than  five  persons 
sufifering  in  all  the  agony  that  pain  could  inflict.  I  inquired 
into  the  cause  and  got  the  following  history  :  A  party  had 
been  on  a  fishing  excursion  the  day  before,  and  had  been  so 
unsuccessful  as  to  return  with  nothing  but  what  is  vulgarly 
called  a  Gafi  (a  species  of  fish  quite  abundant  in  many  of  the 


438  )lE  VAMILY  POISONED  BY  BATING   A  OAR. 

western  rivers,  which  has  a  long  pointed  horny  mouth  like 
the  shark,  and  a  hard  scaly  skin.)  The  family  being  anxious 
for  fresh  fish,  llio  Gar  was  skinned,  dressed  and  par-boiled,  it 
together  with  the  eggs  were  then  fried  and  served  up  for  the 
table.  The  whole  family  pailook  heartily  of  the  rare  delica- 
cy  and  admired  the  dish.  At  11  o'clock  in  the  evening  they 
felt  a  burning  sensation  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  which  was 
soon  succeeded  by  vomiting,  purging,  and  cramping,  in  their 
most  aggravated  forms.  The  pulse  was  small  and  frequent. 
Tongue  somewhat  swollen,  with  a  red  serrated  margin,  and  a 
dark  yellow  fur  along  its  centre.  The  matter  ejected  from  the 
stomach  was  very  green,  and  verj*  offensive.  Stools  not  dis- 
similar in  appearance  from  those  of  a  case  of  dj-senierj'.  Cold 
sweats,  allenmling  with  flushed  and  suffused  countenance. 

Treatment.  I  ordered  a  sinapism  applied  to  the  epigastri- 
um, and  administered  the  following  :Ii  camph.  3grs,,  Flos, 
sulph.  3  grs.  opii  J  gr.  The  first  second  and  third  doses  were 
rejected  as  soon  as  they  came  in  contact  with  the  irritated  stom- 
ach, the  fourth  was  retqioed  longer.  I  found  that  they  were 
effecting  some  good,  and  persisted  in  their  use,  giving  anoth- 
er as  soon  as  the  previous  one  had  been  ejected  from  the  stom- 
ach. Within  an  hour  from  the  time  I  gave  the  first  dose  of 
the  above  mixture,  all  of  the  alarming  symptoms  had,  excep- 
ting one  case,  disappeared.  I  left  orders  for  the  powders  to 
be  given  every  two  hours  until  I  should  see  them  again. 

At  10  o'clock  the  same  day,  all  better  but  tlie  one  lh;i: 
seemed  most  obstinate  to  manage  in  the  morning.  This  Pa- 
tient vomits  and  purges  still,  occasionally,  with  some  fevers 
fured  tongue,  and  offensive  breath,  complains  of  pain  in  the 
stomach  and  bowels.  Prescribed  cal.  campih.,  and  sulph. 
morphia  In  small  doses  every  two  hours. 

2Sih.  Found  patient  this  morning  in  a  comatose  slate,  but 
had  rested  easy  all  night.  Pulse  hardly  perceptible  at  ihr 
wrist,  free  from  all  pain,  the  surface  of  the  body,  hands  ariJ 
feet,  very  dry.    Tongue  slightly  furred   and  a  foul  breath. 
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Prescribed  cal.  camp,  and  morphia,  in  order  to  procure  on 
action  from  bowels,  as  there  had  been  no  evacuation  from  4 
o'clock  on  the  previous  evening.  This  to  bo  followed  by 
enemata  should  it  be  deemed  necessary. 

29tb.  Patient  this  morning  suffering  only  from  general  pros- 
tration, put  her  on  Dover's  powders  and  quinine,  and  dismiss- 
ed her  as  cured.  I  had  neglected  to  say  that  my  other  pa- 
tients were  similar  in  most  respects  in  symptoms  and  treat- 
ment to  the  one  already  described.  The  foregoing,  peculiar 
and  novel  as  it  is,  nevertheless  is  a  true  **fi3h  story." 


ARTICLE  X. 

History  of  Cholera  in  the  viciniti^  of  Victoriuj  n^nox  Co,  III.  By 
J.  W.  Spading,  M.  D. 

In  compliance  with  my  promise,  I  proceed  to  give  a  history 
of  the  cholera  as  it  occurred  in  this  vicinily  in  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1849.  It  was  observed  and  commonly  remarked  by 
the  profession,  that  there  was  an  uncommon  tendency  to  irri- 
tation of  the  bowels,  accompanied  with  diarrhoea  during  the 
spring  and  summer.  In  fact  almostevery  case  of  disease  had 
the  above  complication. 

In  a  colony  of  Swedes  fifteen  miles  from  here,  the  disease 
broke  out  in  August,  and  the  mortality  was  uncommonly 
great.  Out  of  a  population  of  about  250,  there  was  115  fatal 
cases  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks.  They  were  treat- 
ed by  one  of  the  steam  and  pepper  gentry,  and  he  had  excel- 
lent luck  in  running  his  patients  into  the  ground,  for  not  one 
recovered,  and  he  pronounced  the  malady  incurable.  The 
above  colony  had  frequent  communication  with  the  river  towns 
where  the  disease  was  prevalent.  In  addition  to  this,  a  com- 
pany of  Norwegians  arrived,  by  the  Lakes,  and  Illinois  canal, 
when  the  disease  spread  over  tle.naswith  the  besom  of  destiuc- 
tion. 
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On  Sept  12th,  I  was  called  to  see  a  Swede  woman,  (who 
had  just  arrived  by  the  above  route,  and  was  stopping  with  a 
Swedish  family  two  miles  from  this  place,)  and  found  her  with 
a  train  of  symptoms  that  satisfied  me  it  was  Cholera.  Her 
disease  was  controlled,  and  in  two  days  she  was  convales- 
cent. On  Sunday  morning,  Sept.  16lh,  I  was  called  to  see  a 
young  Swede  man  at  the  same  place,  and  found  him  in  the 
stage  of  collapse.  He  was  taken  that  morning,  and  when  I  ar- 
rived he  was  cold,  with  profuse  cold  perspiration,  no  pulsation 
at  the  wrists,  his  eyes  sunken  to  the  bottom  of  the  sockets,  the 
skin  of  the  face  drawn  tight  over  the  bones,  the  hands  very 
much  corrugated.;  the  vomiting  had  ceased,  but  he  was  pass- 
ing rice  water  from  the  bowels.  The  treatment  was  external 
warmth  with  frictions,  cal.  opii.  camp.,  with  stimulants.  He 
continued  to  sink  and  died  in  the  evening.  Another  man  liv- 
ing at  the  same  place  was  attacked  on  Wednesday,  Sept,  19th, 
at  4  A.  M.,  and  died  Pt  10  A.  M.  On  Friday,  Sept.  21st,  the 
wife  of  the  last  was  attacked,  and  died  the  same  day.  Two 
other  Swedes  at  the  same  place  were  attacked  but  recovered. 

The  disease  subsided  until  about  the  lOih  of  October,  when 
on  the  arrival  of  some  Swedes  from  the  east,  it  broke  out  again, 
and  a  number  of  cases  proved  fatal.  Being  absent  I  cannot 
give  you  particulars.  Only  one  American,  however,  died.  I 
am  not  much  of  a  contagionist,  but  must  confess  the  above  ca- 
ges favor  the  idea  that  it  originated  in  that  way. 

There  has  been  but  one  case  of  cholera  at  the  Swedish  col- 
ony this  season.  A  man  returned  from  St.  Louis  and  died 
with  it  without  propagating  the  disease. 


|)art  2— BtDietoa  anl>  iJQioticta  of    Sttm  tDorka. 


ARTICLE  I. 

TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  AS- 
SOCIATION, FOR  1860. 

The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  Cincinnati  in  May  lasti 
were  reported  in  the  Journal  for  July ;  and  reviews  of  two  of 
the  reports,  those  on  ^^Medical  Science,'*  and  ^'Practical  Medi- 
cine," were  published  in  our  last  issue,  and  it  now  remains  for 
us  to  notice  the  other  portions  of  the  volume,  which  contains 
499  pages  octavo. 

The  Report  on  Medical  Education^  by  Dr.  Robt,  CbairmaOt 
when  presented  was  very  severely  criticised,  and  the  opinions 
advanced  condemned  by  some  members  of  the  committee 
who  bad  not  been  consulted  by  the  chairman,  although  he  bad 
sent  it  up  with  a  request  that  it  be  laid  before  tbem  before  it 
should  be  presented.  It  may  therefore  be  regarded  as  em- 
bodying the  sentiments  of  the  chairman  alone. 

After  a  n^hearsal  of  the  main  features  cf  the  discussion  on 
Medical  Education  as  heretofore  carried  on  by  the  Association 
and  the  profession  at  large,  the  report  briefly  examines  tbe 
subject,  under  the  heads  of  Preliminary  Educatiatif  FMie  Inr 
struettoHi  and  The  tesis  of  admienam  itUo  the  FrafevMrn. 

The  generally  admitted  fact  that  stadeots  io  this  ooonlry 
enter  upon  their  studies  without  suflScient  preliminary  traioiog 
claims  an  enquiry  into  tbe  causes,  which  is  made,  with  tbe 
conclusion  that  they  are  dependent  opoo  the  Profession,  tbe 
Schools,  and  tbe  Students  tbemsebres. 

It  seems  to  yx%%  that  one  great  difficulty  io  the  way  of  im« 
proving  the  character  and  qoalificalioos  of  those  eoteoqg  /be 
profession,  which  has  generally  been  overlooked,  \%  tbe  lak^ 
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warm  attachment  of  physicians  to  their  calling ;  which  leads 
them  to  speak  slightingly  and  often  disrespectfully  of  it.  This 
will  necessarily  drive  from  its  ranks,  young  men  of  high  aims 
and  qualifications. 

If  we  would  take  pains  to  lay  before  the  young  men  of  lib- 
eral education,  in  our  respective  communities,  the  high  claims 
which  medicine,  as  a  noble  science  and  a  useful  art  undoubt- 
edly possesses,  and  the  wide  field  it  opens  for  investigation, 
with  the  opportunities  and  prospects  it  affords  for  high  and 
honorable  distinction,  it  would  do  more  to  call  into  our  ranks 
such  as  are  worthy,  than  all  the  tirades  against  ignorance  in 
students,  and  denunciations  against  medical  schools  for  ad- 
mitting the  unqualified,  that  have  issued  from  all  the  reformers 
and  all  the  conventions  of  our  times.  While  we  continue  to 
dwell  upon  the  dark  side  of  the  picture  in  our  representations 
of  the  profession  to  the  world,  we  will  continue  lo  drive  from 
it  those  who  alone  can  elevate  it,  and  leave  the  field  with  all 
its  richness  to  those  of  more  humble  aims,  and  more  limited 
qualifications. 

And  in  reference  to  the  education  of  those  who  are  designed 
by  their  parents  and  guardians  for  the  study  of  Medicine,  there 
is  a   most  important  error  generally  commuted.     However 
limited  the  means  of  the  student,  a  thorough  college  course  of 
academical  instruction  is  commenced,  in  which  one  routine  is 
too  generally  followed,  whether  to  qualify  for  Medicine,  Di- 
vinity, Law,   Literature,  or  Commerce.     And  after  two  or 
three  years  of  laborious  study,  devoted  to  the  acquisitioa  of 
the  dead  languages,  (which  are  generally  soon  forgotten,)  thej 
are  deemed  highly  qualified,  and  ready  to  take  Uie  first  rank 
among  students  of  Medicine.     Now  we  submit  that  this  time 
is  mostly  wasted,  and  that  if  spent  in  as  systematic  a  course  of 
training,  in  the  study  of  the  important  facts  and  truths  of  oat* 
nral  science,  with  simply  knowledge  enough  of  the  languages 
to  enable  him  to  understand  the  derivation  and  meaning  of 
terms,  it  would  give  the  student  a  preliminary  edocation  that 
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would  do  more  toward  qualifying  him  foi  undorstnndingtho  prin- 
ciples ofour  science,  and  store  his  mind  with  facts  that  would  aid 
iiicii  in  his  investigations,  and  continually  be  called  into  uioful 
rerjuisition  in  his  subsequent  practice. 

As  to  public  or  college  instruction  for  studentSf  which  con- 
tains some  of  the  objectionable  features  of  the  report,  tlic  doc- 
ument does  not  seem  to  favor  the  wholesale  charges  of  ••schtu)!** 
badly  situated,  scantily  officered,  and  meagerly  equippesd. 
as  heretofore  made,  and  thinks  if  there  are  such,  they  should 
be  pointed  out.  Allusion  to  the  lengthening  of  the  term  of 
the  college  session  in  the  "Model  School,"  is  also  made,  and  a 
query  instituted  whether  the  amouut  of  instruction  is  increase<l 
or  not. 

An  error  in  reference  to  colleges  of  Pharmacy,  that  called 
forth  ^ome  criticism  in  the  association,  which  made  the  state- 
ment that  there  were  none  in  active  operation,  is  corrected  in 
the  printed  report,  and  an  explanatory  note  appended. 

The  report  only  extends  over  eight  pages  of  the  volurse. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Literature  by  Dr.  Stil- 
ls, Chairman. 

This  is  a  well  written  document  characterized  by  fairness, 
«ound  discretion,  and  an  independent  expression  of  opinion. 
Though  from  the  extent  of  ground  travelled  over  in  a  review 
of  the  Medical  Literature  of  this  country  during  a  year,  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  all  that  might  be  worthy  of  con- 
sideration could  be  examined  thoroughly,  so  as  to  be  adjudg- 
ed fairly ;  this  report  comes  as  near  filling  the  design  of  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee  as  could  be  expected,  and  is 
altogether  the  best  one  upon  the  subject  that  has  yet  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Association. 

Thirteen  pages  are  devoted  to  a  notice  of  the  Medical 
Journals,  their  merits  and  defects,  with  numerous  suggestions 
on  criticism. 

Of  the  original  books  issued  from  the  American  Medical 
press  during  the  year,  the  first  volume  of  Dr.  Drake's  Treaties 
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is  very  properly  regarded  aa  the  most  eaitensive  and  import-^ 
ant.  A  well  merited  compGmeDt  is  paid  to  the  author's  re^ 
search,  learning,  and  ability,  as  displayed  in  this  great  work. 

The  other  original  works  nq(|c(|d  aie»  *'Tbe  Pby^iqian  and 
Patient,"  by  Worthington  Hooker  ML  D.,  of  Coon.  **Baths 
and  the  Watery  Regimen,"  by  John  Bell  M.  I>.  •*The  Uni- 
versal Formulary,"  by  R.  £•  Griflkhy  M.  D«  '^American 
Mec^ical  formulary,"  by  X  J.  Reese  M.  D.  ^Mioor  Sur- 
gqry,"  by  Dr.  Ha^tingf,  a^d  h^%\^,  I^seases  of  Infiints,"  by 
Dr.  Churchill. 

After  general  considerations  of  the  importance  and  nature 
of  literature,  the  sut^ect  of  cqpy  rights,  individual  and  inter-^ 
national,  is  pretty  fully  discussed. 

The  report  closes  by  the  following  resolutions* 

Resolved^  That  the  Association  regards  the  cultiration  of 
Medical  Literature  as  essential  to  professional  iraprovemeot, 
and  as  adapted  to  form  one  of  the  broadest  lines  of  distioc- 
tion  between  physicians  and  all  pretenders  to  the  name. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  it  is  equal- 
ly the  duty  and  the  interest  of  the  profession  to  sustain  its  pe- 
riodical literature  both  by  literary  contributions  and  subscnp- 

tion. 

Resolved,  That,  since  literaiy  exceUence  is  best  developed 
by  literary  studies,  the  formation  of  Medical  Beadiog  Clubst 
after  the  plan  set  forth  in  this  report,  is  urged  especially  upon 
physicians  in  places  where  the  perrodical  and  other  medical 
publications  ot  the  day  are  not  readily  accessible  upon  other 
terms. 

Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committee  on  Medical  Litera* 
ture  be  instructed  to  report  to  the  Association  at  its  next  meet- 
ing what  American  medical  work,  published  daring  the  year 
of  their  service,  in  their  judgment  is  the  most  valuable,  and 
that,  with  the  consent  of  the  Association,  such  work  shall  be 
formally  proclaimed  by  the  President. 

Resolved,  That  State  and  local  societies  are  hereby  recom- 
mended to  offer  pecuniary  rewards  or  other  distinctioQ  for  the 
best  memoirs  founded  upon  original  observatiotK 

Resolved,  That  Medical  Colleges  are  hereby  recommended 
to  distinguish  the  best  inaugural  thesis  of  every  year  by  a  pub- 
ic announcement  of  its  subject,  and  the  name  of  its  author, 
tnd  by  such  other  names  as  they  may  deeni  appropriate 
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Rtsolvei^  That  the  sum  of  onb  huxdrbd  i>ollar8,  raised 
by  voluntary  contribution  be  oflfered  in  the  name  of  this  As- 
sociation for  the  best  expenmental  essay  on  a  subject  connected 
cither  with  physiology  or  medical  chemistry,  and  that  a  com- 
mittee of  ^even  be  appointed  to  cany  out  the  objects  of  this 
resolution;  said  committee  to  receive  the  competmg  memoirs 
until  the  first  day  of  March,  1851 ;  the  authors*  name  to  be 
concealed  from  the  committee,  and  the  name  of  the  successful 
competitor  alone  to  be  aibnooaced  after  the  publication  of  the 
decision. 

Appended  is  a  table  of  original  articles  of  interest  publish- 
ed in  American  Journals  during  the  year. 

The  report  of  the  Special  CommiUee  appointed  to  consider 

the  means  of  improving  our  Medical  Literature  suggested  in 

the  report  on  Medical  Literature  for  1849,  of  which  Dr.  W. 

£.  Homer  was  Chaixman,  closes  with  the  following, 

'^Resohedi  That  in  the  opinion  of  ttis  Association  the  only 
legitimate  means  within  our  reach  for  the  encouragement  and 
maintenance  of  a  National  Medical  Literature,  are  to  in- 
crease the  standard  of  preliminary  and  professional  education 
required  of  those  who  would  enter  the  medical  profession;  to 
promote  the  circulation  among  the  members  of  the  profession 
of  the  medical  journals  of  the  day;  to  encourage  the  estab- 
lishment of  district  medical  libraries,  and  to  induce  every 
practitioner  to  cultivate,  with  care,  tke  fields  of  observation 
and  research  that  are  within  his  reach.'* 

Next  follows  the  Memorial  of  the  Association  to  Congress 
on  the  subject  of  an  internatiooal  copy  right  law  as  reported 
by  the  special  Comosittee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  compos- 
ed of  Drs.  George  B.  Wood  and  Isaac  Hays  of  Phila- 
delphia. .  It  is  well  drawn  up  and  presents  to  Congress  one  of 
ihe  most  important  measures  that  have  claimed  the  attention 
of  the  Association.  As  showing  the  position  of  American 
Authors  at  present,  and  the  necessity  of  a  change  of  this 
<;ondition,  we  quote  the  following  paragraph: 

*'As  the  law  at  present  stands,  British  literary  works  mny 
I>e  published  in  this  c^>untry  without  any  compensalion  to 
their  authors.  It  is  obvious  that  Americaa  worfcsf,  tttppmiTifi 
cbeflf  to  be  uf  tlie  same  grade  of  meritf  io  order  to  coropefe 
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with  those  from  abroad  f  raust  be  published  on  the  same  terras^ 
The  American  author,  tberefote,  can  expect  no  compensation* 
for  his  labors,  unless  these  are  better  in  themselves*  or  better 
fitted  to  our  peculiar  wads  than  the  British.  Thus*  tiot  only 
is  our  native  literal  ore  without  encouragement;  it  it  really 
discouraged;  and  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  American 
authorship  can  never  flourish,  as  it  ought  to  do.  We  afibrd  to 
the  world  the  example  of  a  nation  repressing  the  struggles  of 
its  own  aspiring  literature;  of  a  nation  doing  what  best  it  may 
to  nip  in  the  bud  those  energies,  which,  if  allowed  to  expand 
into  full  bloom,  would  do  more  than  can  be  done  by  any  other 
means  to  set  off,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  and  of  posterity,  its 
substantial  greatness/' 

The  Reports  of  the  Committee  on  Publication  and  of  the 

Treasurer  follow. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Hygiene,  Dr.  Joseph   M. 
Smith,  Chairman. 

This  is  mostly  devoted  to  a  consideration,  of  the  causes  of 
Typhus  Fever. 

The  conclusions  of  the  Committee  appear  to  be  that  this 
disease  originates  in  the  poisonous  effects  of  the  excretions 
of  the  bodyi.  mostly  from  the  skin  and  lungs;  when  concen- 
trated, from  pefsons  in  health,  but  more  particularly  from 
those  affected  with  the  disease. 

Appended  to  the  main  report  are  two  lengthy  and  weU 
drawn  up  papers;  one  by  Dr  Edward  Jarvfs  on  the  Sanitary 
Condition  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  other  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Sy- 
mpnds  on  the  Hygienic  Characteristics  of  New  Orleans. 

The  paper  by  Dr.  Jarvis,  especially,  is  full  of  interest,  and 
but  for  the  want  of  space  should  receive  an  extended  notice. 
From  it  we  learn  more  fully  the  great  importance  of  laws  for 
the  registration  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  in  acquiring 
correct  information  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  different  lo- 
calities. 

As  illustrative  of  this  we  quote  two  passages  which  give 
some  idea  of  the  kind  of  information  that  inight  be  gained 
were  such  laws  in  force  generally  in  this  country.    By  Mcor- 
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rect  knowledge  of  the  mortality  from  th^  vmitMU  «lt«0H««^  m 

each  district  of  country,  much  might  Uc  \\K\k%p  %%\  hm^iaiihu^  \\w^ 

causes  and  to  avoid  or  remove  thrm. 

From  an  examination  of  tho  doulhs  in  th<)  oiUo«  Hiu)  yy\s\\\- 

try  in  New  York  and  MnssnchusolU  Ur«  Jmiau  itMU*htit»i« 

that 

''The  diseases  connected  with  rc^pirntiiMi  nr«^  \w\\\A\  \\\\\^ 
prevalent  in  the  country  than  in  tho  rition  of  K«iih  MlMit^ni  iwm^ 
m  Massachusetts  an  excess  of  thirty^iwo  iH^r  \>^\\\x%  \^\\^\  \s\ 
New  York  twenty-eight  [)er  centi  of  tho  nuiiuotmi,v  di«itH«04 
that  are  not  of  the  endemic  or  opidnmit^  rUiiiit  7W#  «^«i^'v'«v#v^ 
in  favor  of  the  citte$  in  rapect  to  Ctmnnmiiti^i^  i$  $9iH  gk'<ikht\ 
The  deaths  from  this  disonso  worn  thirty-c^i^ht  f^^ro^lUi  luuin 
in  the  rural  districts  of  both  Htntra  timn  in  HoAlun  MhU  Nuw 
York." 

This  result  is  contrary  to  tho  gnnoriil  opinltuu 

But  when  better  facilities  nro  oflornd  for  ihVdati||ulioM  ilm 

conclusions  are  more  important  and  corrtici.    Thi«  in  illmi- 

tratedby  the  following: 

''The  sanitary  inquiries  made  in  Kn^liind  nnd  Prance  hava 
discovered  very  great  inequalities  of  life  and  health  aniong 
people  of  different  classes,  and  in  dilTerent  oonditiiins«  Thii«i 
according  to  several  tables  in  the  'Unnort  on  the  HHuitary 
Condition  of  the  Laboring  Classes  of  Knglmid  and  WaleSi* 
prepared  by  PIdwin  Chadwitk,  Esq.,  of  London,  in  the  fa* 
milies  of  the 

Prosperous  classes  1088  died  at  an  average  age  of  49.0  years. 
Middling  classes     4791  "  ••  fiO         •• 

Poor  classes         19,849  "  "  fiO.4      •• 

In  the  families  of  the  more  comfortably  situatedi  only  SO 
per  cent,  died  under  the  age  of  five  years;  while  among  the 
poor,  fifty  per  cent,  of  those  who  died  had  not  passed  that 
age. 

Among  the  prosperous,  46  in  every  100,  and  among  the 
poor  only  8  in  100,  lived  to  their  61st  year* 

1  have  had  an  opportunity  to  make  some  limited  inquiries 
in  this  State  relative  to  the  life  and  mortality  of  the  various 
classes  of  people ;  and  these  have  led  me  here  to  the  same 
results  as  Mr.  Chadwick  reached  in  England  :  that,  wherever 
there  is  a  diversity  of  outward  circumstaoces»  ibeie  is  a  di^ 
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ity  of  Tital  force,  a  diflmooe  of  beakh  aad  of  bMgeritf  ; 
that  external  povertj  is  but  a  sign  of  inwaid  poverty,  of  a 
weak  body  and  feeble  mental  and  mocal  power;  and  that, 
geDeraIly«  what  the  worid  calls  povec^*  the  waiit  of  estate* 
or  destitution,  is  not  a  thing  of  accident,  or  of  external  cir- 
comstance,  but  it  grows  oat  of  the  man,  and  is  a  necessuy 
consequence  of  the  quantity  of  Tital  force  that  belongs  to  him 
— to  bis  body  and  to  his  mind." 

The  Rtpart  am   Adukerrui  Drwgi   ific  1^   Dr.  HiTaroa 

which  follows  is  a  Tery  TaloaUe  docnoiieiit;  showing  that  al- 
though  we  have  stringent  laws  now  in  force  regulating  the  for> 
eigu  importation  of  Drugs  &c.,  there  is  yet  something  neces- 
sary to  prevent  the  knavery  of  their  adokeraiioa  and  sopbis*- 
tication  in  this  country. 

As  of  especial  interest  to  our  readers  in  the  West,  we  qaote 
the  conclusions  of  the  Committee  and  heartily  recommend 
the  suggestions  to  their  consideration. 

^^Extensive  inquiries  among  physicians,  manofiictoring 
chemists,  and  druggists  have  led  to  the  following  oooclu- 
sions : — 

1st*  That  the  wholesale  druggists  in  the  large  cities, 
equally  in  the  South  and  West  as  in  the  Eastern  States,  who 
are  not  specially  engaged  in  selling  nostrums,  either  as  pro- 
prietors or  agents,  conduct  their  business  on  fair  and  honor- 
,able  principles.  As  a  general  rule,  they  boy  ibeir  choice 
chemicals  from  those  who  manufacture  them,  and  either  im- 
port other  articles,  or  get  them  directly  from  those  who  do, 
and  are  always  disposed  to  supply  good  articles  to  customers 
who  are  willing  to  pay  a  remunerating  price.  At  the  same 
time,  many  of  this  class  keep  inferior  articles,  which  they  dis- 
pose of  for  a  corresponding  price  to  physicians  and  storeseep- 
ers  who  insist  on  buying  at  reduced  rates. 

2d.  That  the  inferior  and  adulterated  drugs  are  chiefly 
disposed  of  in  the  southern  and  western  portions  of  the 
United  States — to  the  physicians  and  people  residing  in  the 
small  towns  and  villages,  and  sparsely  populated  districts. 
That  in  the  large  cities,  particularly  in  the  Atlantic  States, 
bad  drugs  are,  as  a  very  general  rule,  dispensed  only  by  in- 
ferior apothecaries. 

There  is  ground  to  hope  that  we  shall  hereafter  be  protect- 
ed from  the  mtrod  notion  of  spurious  drugs  from  abroaa  ;  and» 
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if  effectual  means  cati  be  devised  to  prevent  their  sophUlwm* 
lion  and  sale  at  hoise«  a  great  boon  will  be  conferrtwl  on  the 
community.  It  is  not  probable  that  this  can  be  fully  wcotmi- 
plished;  but  the  evil  may  certainly  be  very  much  limiKHK 
How  shall  this  be  done?  Various  plans  have  l)oon  su^c.u<**'f^'» 
of  which  the  following  may  be  considered  as  the  miml  im- 
portant : — 

1st.  To  apply  to  the  State  Legislatures  to  pass  laws  nuthoi^ 
izing  the  appointment  of  inspectors,  and  making  it  a  penal  ol« 
fence  to  deal  in  adulterated  druss  and  medicines* 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  wny  fraud  in  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  medicines,  which  have  so  important  an  influence 
on  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people,  should  not  bo  punishovl 
with  the  same  severity  as  debasing  and  counterleitin^s;  money* 
which  merely  affects  their  pecuniary  interests.  The  |>{Ut 
history  of  State  legislation,  in  relation  to  the  practice  of  mcil^ 
icine,  affords  little  hope,  however,  that  any  salutary  laws  on 
this  subject  can  be  procured  in  many  or  all  of  tiie  States  t>i^ 
the  Union;  and  without  a  genenil  concurrancc  of  action^  no 
good  will  be  accomplished.  It  is  to  the  mcml>ers  of  our  own 
profession,  therefore,  in  conjunction  with  the  resptnuable 
druggists  and  apothecaries,  that  we  must  look  for  whatever 
reformation  is  to  be  accomplished. 

2dly.  It  has  been  suggested  that  physicians  shouUi  feel  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  inspect  the  medicines  in  the  drug  stores 
from  which  they  are  in  the  habit  of  obtaining  supplies  for 
themselves  or  their  patients.  This  would  exercise  a  wliole- 
some  influence,  if  submitted  to  by  the  apothecary,  and  fre- 
quently performed  by  the  physician,  neither  of  which,  how- 
ever, is.  very  probable.  A  more  efiectual  plan,  because  of  its 
being  more  lilcely  to  be  carried  out,  would  be  for  the  various 
State  Medical  Societies  annually  to  appoint  a  board  of  exam- 
iners, who  should  procure  samples  of  different  articles  from 
the  drug  stores  within  their  limits,  analyze  and  otherwise  ex- 
amine them,  and  publish  the  resuhs.  If  this  were  impartial- 
ly and  skilfully  done,  it  would  excite  the  ambition  of  the  mer- 
itorious and  control  the  less  scrupulous. 

Properly  to  carry  out  this  plan,  as  well  as  for  their  own  se- 
curity in  making  purchases,  ph3'sicians  should  become  better 
acquainted  with  the  physical  character  of  drugs,  and  be  able, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  good  treatise  on  Chemist?  v,  to  an- 
alyze the  various  chemical  articles  recognized  in  the  Phar- 
macopoeia.    The  requisite  apparatus  for  this  purpose,  which 
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need  not  be  costly,  shoald  be  in  every  physician's  office,  and 
gpod  specimens  of  the  various  articles  or  the  materia  medica, 
vrith  samples  of  the  inferior  or  adukerated.  TbU  is  especial- 
ly desirable  in  offices  into  which  students  of  medicine  are  re* 
ceived« 

ddly.  The  co-operation  of  the  druggists  and  apothicaries  in 
discountenancing  and  putting  down  the  traffic  iii  inferior  and 
adulterated  medicines  should  be  solicitefi.  For  this  purpose, 
they  should  be  encouraged  to  institute  pharmaceutical  associ- 
ations in  every  considerable  town  throughout  the  coantry* 
which,  more  than  anything  else,  would  tend  to  elevate  the 
professional  and  moral  standing  of  their  craft.  Men  who  are 
m  the  habit  of  meeting  together  for  laudable  purposes  are  far 
less  liable  to  plunge  into  bad  practices  than  the  isolated  being 
whose  better  feelings  are  not  warmed  by  association.  The 
establishment  of  such  societies  has  always  been  salutary.  In 
Philadelphia,  the  institution  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy, 
with  its  cabinets,  its  lectures,  and  excellent  quarterly  Journal, 
which  is  published  regularly,  has  raised  the  character  of  the 
apothecaries  to  an  enviable  hight;  and  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  where  a  like  organization  has  been  more  recently  form- 
ed, similar  effects  are  observable. 

4thly.  In  making  their  purchases  of  medicines,  physicians 
should  be  willing  to  pay  fair  prices,  and  be  careful  to  procure 
them  only  from  the  most  respectable  druggists.  Men  of  this 
character,  selling  in  large  quantities,  never  demand  exhorb- 
itant  profits,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  will  sell 
good  articles  at  a  loss." 

The  report  on  Indigenous  Medical  Botany,  Dr.  Ives  Chair- 
man, is  made  up  of  two  papers.  One  by  Dr.  Ives  ion  the 
virtues  of  Isnardia  palustris,  Senecio  aureus,  Nebttia  pube- 
scens,  Cypripedium,  Cornus  circinata,  Cornus  florida,  and 
the  Epigra  repcns. 

The  other  by  Dr.  Frost  is  made  up  of  ''Extracts  from  Dr. 
Bnrrntt's  notes  on  the  Indigenous  Plants  of  Abbeville  district, 
S.  C.  The  report  altogether  is  brief  but  contains  some  use- 
ful facts  nnd  suggestions. 

The  Rrport  on  Surgery  by  Dr.  MassEY,  Chairman,  is  a 
very  full  accMjunt  of  the  important  suggestions,  facts  and  ope- 
rations thai  have  transpired  in  this  country  duiing  the  year. 
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It  is  a  model  of  what  we  conceive  such  a  document  should 
be,  giving  all  that  could  be  collected,  that  was  deemed 
worthy  by  the  author. 

It  extends  through  sixty  pages  of  the  report  and  is  too  mul- 
tifarious in  its  topics  to  admit  of  analysis  in  our  pages.  Ap- 
pended to  it  are  three  papers  on  Anesthesia,  one  by  Dr.  J.  C. 
Warren,  one  by  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  and  one  by  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee, 
and  a  paper  on  operations  for  the  cure  of  Cancer  by  Dr.  J. 
C.  Warren. 

In  an  appendix  to  the  volume  are,  a  paper  read  before  the 
Associatiop  by  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis  which  was  given  to  our  read- 
ers in  the  last  number  of  the  Journal.  A  paper  read  before 
the  Association  by  Dr.  J.  Evans  on  *'The  Obstetrical  Ex* 
tractor."  ''A  Brief  Notice  of  some  of  the  Physicians  of  the 
U.  S.  who  have  died  within  a  few  years  ;  by  Dr.  Stephen  W. 
Williams,"  and  a  '^Catalogue  of  the  Otficem  and  Permanent 
Members  of  the  American  Medical  Association.*'  E. 


ARTICLE  II. 

Southern  Medical  Reportn^  Edited   bv  E.  D.  Fbxnkr,  M.  D., 
of  New  Orleans,  Volume  1st,  1849. 

(CONCLITDED.) 

Our  notice  of  this  volume  in  the  Inst  number  of  this  Jour- 
nal was  con6ned  exclusively  to  those  papers  which  related  to 
the  Topography  and  Meteorology  in  connection  with  the  dis- 
eases of  particular  localities.  Two  papers  of  the  same  char- 
acter remain,  which  were  not  particularly  noticed  in  the  pre- 
vious number.  The  first  purports  to  be  a  "General  Report  on 
the  Topography,  Meteorology  and  Diseases  of  Jackson,  the 
Capitol  of  Mississippi,  by  S.  C.  Farrar,  M.  D.,**  and  the  sec- 
ond, "Report  on  the  Topograpy  of  San  Antonio,  and  the  Ej>- 
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iiietnic  Cholera  that  prevailed  there  in  the  Spring  of  1849»  by 
J.  J,  B.  Wright,  Surgeon  U.  S.  Army." 

The  Topographical  part  of  Dr.  Farrar's  paper,  is  comprised 
in  IHtle  more  than  one  page  and  a  half,  furnished  to  him  by  bis 
friend  Rev.  A.  Morris.  Following  this  is  a  Meteorological  ta- 
ble obtained  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oakley,  Principals  of  the  Oak- 
land Institute,  and  nearly  two  pages  of  ^^obiervations*^  on  the 
weather  of  each  month.  The  following  are  specimens  of 
these  observations,  viz : 

••February.— A  few  of  the  earlier  days  of  this  month  were 
so  genial,  that  butterflies  came  out',  and  mocking  birds  began  to 
stng.  Then  on  the  19lh  the  thermometer  fell  to  19  deg.  This 
killed  peas  and  many  other  early  vegetables.'' 

•♦June.— Gave  a  continuation  of  the  showery  cloudy  weath- 
er of  May.  The  whole  quantity  of  rain  was  not  exceedingly 
great*  but  falling  on  fourteeft  different  days  it  produced  much 
inconvenience  to  the  planter." 

There  is  no  mention  made  of  the  diseases  which  prevailed 
during  each  month,  as  influenced  by  the  meteorological  chan- 
ges, or  the  special  Topography  of  each  locality;  but  all  the 
references,  whether  to  soil,  water,  or  air,  are  so  general  as  to 
admit  of  no  practical  application.  Indeed,  for  all  practical 
purposes,  the  whole  of  this  part  of  Dr.  Farrar's  paper,  might 
as  well  have  been  omitted.  In  this  respect  Dr.  Wright's  pa- 
per is  still  more  defective.  The  following  is  the  sum  total  of 
his  account  of  the  Topography  of  San  Antonio. 

'*  The  city  of  San  Antonio  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  val- 
ley, of  unequal  dimensions,  through  which,  in  a  general  direc- 
tion runs  the  serpentine  river  of  that  name,  having  its  origin  in 
several  beautiful  springs  four  or  five  miles  northeast  of  the 
city.  The  Rio  San  Pedro  also  takes  its  rise  in  a  spring  two 
miles  north  of  the  town,  and  running  in  a  direction  nearly  par- 
allel with  the  San  Antonio,  it  skirts  the  city  on  its  western  bor* 
der,  and  forms  a  junction  with  the  latter  two  miles  below  the 
city.    A  large  portion  of  the  town  is  in  proximity  to  San  An- 
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tonio,  in  some  parts  of  ita  course  as  it  runs  west  and  soutki 
and  west  again,  and  in  its  meanderings  leaves  the  precincts  of 
the  city,  pursuing  a  course  east  of  south.  The  San  Antonio  is 
a  rapid  stream,  having  a  celerity  of  three  oi*  ibur  miles  an 
hour,  varying  in  depth  from  three  to  six  or  seven  feet,  and  av- 
eraging fifty  feet  in  width. 

The  San  Pedro  is  less  by  one  half  than  the  San  Antonio* 
but  resembles  it  in  the  qualities  of  its  water^  and  in  general 
character.  The  river  water  is  pretty  strongly  impregnated 
with  lime,  but  is  agreeable  to  the  taste,  and  is  almost  exclu- 
sively used  for  culinary  purposes  and  all  other  purposes.  Sto- 
ries were  told  and  got  admission  into  the  newspapers,  repre- 
senting the  water  as  having  acquired  a  foetid  smell,  and 
changed  appearance  during  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic. 
This  statement  seems  founded  in  error,  at  least  the  alleged 
fact  is  not  in  accordance  with  my  observation,  and  a  constant 
and  exclusive  use  of  the  water  authorizes  me  to  speak  posi- 
tively on  the  subject.  The  superstratum  included  between 
the  rivers,  and  comprising  the  limits  of  the  city,  consists  of  a 
dark  rich  mould,  vegetable  debris,  with  large  admixture  of 
disentangled  limestone,  rendering  the  mud  after  rains  almost 
as  viscid  as  bird-lime. 

It  is  remarkably  fertile  when  well  watered,  but  without  irri- 
gation in  seasons  of  dnmght,  the  surface  acquires  a  stifiened 
exsiccated  condition,  which  unfits  it  for  cultivation.  Almost 
the  only  rock  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Antonio,  consists  of  rotten 
and  fossiliferous  lime-stone,  much  of  which  has  become  disin- 
tegrated on  and  near  the  surface,  rendering  the  soil  in  some 
places  almost  incapable  of  sustaining  vegetable  life." 

We  have  thus  quoted  the  whole  of  Dr.  Wright's  remarks  on 
Topography,  first,  because  it  serves  as  an  example  illustrating 
the  general  and  indefinite,  and  consequently  valueless,  charac- 
acter  of  too  mai\y  such  reports ;  and  second,  because  without 
the  report  itself  before  them,  our  readers  might  deem  our  sub- 
aeqaent  remarks  unjust  or  hyperoriticaL    W^o  mse  Sad  a 
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paper  beaded,  '^Report  on  the  Topography  and  Diseases"  of 
aoygiven  locality  we  very  naturally  look  for  such  an  exposi- 
tion of  the  former,  as  will  show  its  influence,  direct  and  indi- 
rect, on  the  prevalence,  specific  character,  and  results  of  the 
latter.  To  this  end,  we  mast  be  informed,  first,  of  the  snrfooe 
of  the  district  included  ;  its  altitude  both  absolute  and  relative 
to  surrounding  districts ;  the  water  resting  on  it,  whether  mov- 
ing or  stagnant ;  the  depressions  and  elevations,  and  their 
character  for  dryness  or  moisture ;  second,  the  composition  of 
the  soil,  sub-soil,  and  underlaying  strata  of  rocks ;  the  relative 
position  of  such  strata  in  reference  to  their  permeability  to  wa- 
ter, thereby  showing  whether  the  surface  water  readily  drains 
off,  or  is  retained  bv  horizontal  strata  of  rocks  or  tenacious 
clay,  until  re-evaporated  into  the  atmosphere,  carrying  along 
with  it,  perhaps,  more  or  less  deleterious  matter  from  the  soil ; 
thir^,^he  qualities  of  the  water,  both  that  naturally  found  in 
the  soil,  and  that  used  by  the  inhabitants;  and  also  whether 
such  qualities  vary  with  the  varying  temperature  of  the  sea- 
sons ;  fourth,  the  number,  character,  and  habits  of  the  inhab- 
itants ;  their  positions  relative  to  standing  waters,  low  grounds, 
prevailing  winds,  &c. ;  and  if  a  city  is  included,  we  must  be 
informed  in  regard  to  the  houses  and  streets,  in  reference  to 
cleanliness,  ventilation,  drainage,  and  light;  and  fifth,  the 
comparative  prevalence  and  severity  of  particular  diseases, 
in  special  localities  or  streets;  among  particular  classes  of  the 
people ;  and  at  particular  seasons,  having  reference  to  cold, 
heat,  dryness,  winds,  character  of  food,  water,  &c.  With 
such  information  before  us,  we  can  judge  of  the  influence  of 
local  causes  on  the  prevalence  and  character  of  diseases — a 
subject  of  the  greatest  importance  and  most  intense  interest ; 
a  subject  indeed,  which  must  be  carefully  and  most  patiently 
studied,  not  in  loose  generalities,  but  with  the  greatest  minute- 
ness, before  etiology  can  be  stripped  of  its  present  vagueness 
and  made  to  approximate  a  satisfactory  degree  of  clearness 
and  certainty.     The  reader  will  see,  howevert  that  Dr.  Wright 
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has  eDteivd  upon  no  such  exposition  of  the  Topography  of  San 
Antonio.     He  has  not  even  told  us  the  number  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, much  less  their  habils  and  noodes  of  life ;  nor  in  the  sub- 
sequent part  of  his  paper,  has  he  made  even  a  remote  allusion 
to  the  inBuence  of  any  local  conditions  or  circumstances,  on 
the  developement  and  character  of  the  diseases  of  which  he 
speaks.     Very  nearly  the  same  remarks  are  applicable  to  the 
paper  of  Dr.  Farrar,  and  indeed  (o  all  the  others  in  this  vol- 
ume, except  those  of  Drs.  Pendleton  and  Fenner.     We  will 
not  characterize  all  such  reports  as  entirely  useless  in  their  re- 
lation to  Medical  Topography,  but  we  must  style  them  very 
unsatisfactory,  and   unworthy  the  name  they  bear.     But  we 
shall  look  to  Dr.  Fenner's  project,  in  publishing  an  annual  vol- 
ume of  original  papers,  with  no  little  expectation  of  seeing  it 
produce  a  marked  improvement  in  this  respect. 

The  papers  to  which  we  have  now  alluded,  as  containing 
more  or  less  of  Topography  and  Meteorology,  make  up  about 
one  third  of  the  entire  volume.  Of  the  remaining  papers  five 
are  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  Epidemic  Cholera,  writ- 
ten by  Drs.  C.  H.  Stone  of  Natches,  C.  S.  Magoun  oi  Natch- 
es,  Lewis  Shanks  of  Memphis,  N.  S.  Jarvis  of  Texas,  and  the 
Editor,  Dr.  Fenner  of  New  Orleans.  These  papers  make  up 
seventy-eight  pages,  and  though  interesting  and  valuablCf  as 
embodying  the  opinions  and  experience  of  individuals,  yet  we 
find  nothing  in  them  in  relation  to  the  causes,  pathology,  or 
treatment  of  that  dreaded  pestilence  which  has  not  already 
found  its  way  into  the  Medical  Journals,  and  been  extensively 
distributed  thtough  the  profession. 

Indeed,  the  papers  before  us  present  the  usual  diversity  of 
views  in  regard  to  all  these  points.  Yet  their  diflerences  are 
more  apparent  than  real,  relating  more  to  the  detail  of  means 
for  the  accomplishment  of  certain  objects,  than  to  the  objects 
themselves.  It  is  true  that  soodc  like  Dr.  Wright,  of  the  U. 
S.  Army,  distrust  the  utility  of  all  medicine,  and  declarCf  as 
they  allege,  '*in  a  spirit  of  honesty  and  candoTf  thai  If  (tfa^,) 
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very  much  doubt,  in  the  language  of  Prof.  Watson,  4f  the  ag- 
gregate mortality  from  Cholera,  (fully  developed)  was  in  any 
"^y  disturbed  by  our  craft.* " 

The  following  remarks  of  Dr.  Fenner  on  this  point,  are  so 
just,  and  so  well  calculated  to  inculcate  right  feelings,  and  en* 
courage  right  action,  that  we  quote  them  at  the  risk  of  being 
tedious.    He  says : 

•*We  are  not  among  those  who  admit  ihej  Jcnaw  nothing 
about  cholera  or  its  remedies*  On  the  contrary,  we  contend  that 
the  profession  knows  a .  great  deal  about  both.  We  do  not 
know  what  the  remote  cause  of  cholera  is  ;  neither  do  we  know 
what  are  the  remote  causes  of  fever,  dysentery,  measles,  &c. ; 
but  we  are  well  acquainted  with  the  effects  of  all  these  causes. 
We  know  how  cholera  attacks  people,  how  the  disease  pro- 
gresses in  its  destructive  march,  how  it  terminates  in  conva- 
lescence or  death ;  and  also  what  remedies  will  cure  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  if  applied  judiciously  and  at  the  proper 
time.  Is  all  this  knowledge  worth  nothing?  If  so,  we  bad 
as  well  confess  our  ignorance  of  all  diseases,  and,  with  folded 
arms,  resign  ourselves  and  the  community  to  inexorahle  fate  ! 
But  it  is  not  so.  Our  Omnipotent  and  Merciful  Creator  has 
not  left  us  in  this  helpless  and  powerless  state.  •  •  •  There 
can  be  but  little  doubt  that  at  least  eight  tenths  of  the  victims  of 
cholera  in  New  Orleans  have  diedunnecessarHy  ;  i.e.,  they  have 
been  lost  on  account  of  their  neglect  of  the  plainest  dictates  of 
prudence  and  common  sense.  Ought  this  to  be  charged  to  the 
discredit  of  the  medical  faculty  ?  Or  ought  we  tocontess  that 
so  many  people  have  died  of  cholera  because  we  did  not 
know  how  to  treat  the  disease  f  Certainly  not.  We  do  know 
how  to  treat  it,  and  as  the  best  evidence  of  the  fact,  we  have 
seldom  failed  to  cure  our  patients,  if  called  in  before  they  are 
beyond  the  curable  stage.^^ 

These  sentiments  fully  accord  with  my  own  experience  dur- 
ing two  successive  years  of  practice  in  the  treatment  of  epi- 
demic cholera.     Thus,  during  the  past  summer  and  autumn 


80UTRBRN   MBDXOAL   RBPOBTS*  M7 

96  well  marked  cases  of  cholera  occurred  in  my  private  prac- 
tice, a  majority  of  whom  were  among  our  Norwegian  and 
Swedish  populations.  Of  these  96,  twenty^our  died*  Of 
these  24«  eleven  were  in  complete  collapse,  I  might  say,  in  cir*- 
ticulo  mortisf  before  medical  aid  was  either  sought  for  or  ob- 
tained. Five  others  died  from  consecutive  afiections,  occa- 
sioned by  neglect  or  marked  imprudence  ;  leaving  only  eight 
deaths  under  fair  and  reasonable  opportunity  for  treatment. 
And  such  will  always  be  the  result  when  judicious  and  ration- 
al means  are  faithfully  applied  at  any  stage  of  the  disoato* 
prior  to  that  loss  of  capillary  action  and  organic  nervous  sen- 
sibility, which  render  the  system  incapable  of  receiving  the 
impressions  of  medicinal  agents.  But  in  all  populous  commu- 
nities) there  are  thousands  who  never  think  of  sending  for 
medical  aid  until  they  have  exhausted  a  list  ot  noHrum$i  or 
spent  the  whole  curable  period  of  the  disease  in  toping  whit-^ 
key  or  brandy^  and  then  because  the  physician  can  do  little 
else  than  arrive  in  time  to  see  them  die,  it  is  gravely  conclu- 
ded that  he  knowd  little  or  nothing  about  the  disease.  A  con- 
clusion as  absurd  as  it  is  discouraging  to  all  rational  inquiry. 
Time  and  space  however,  admonish  us  to  hasten  on.  The 
remaining  papersof  most  interest  to  the  profession,  are :  **8po^ 
cial  Report  on  the  Fevers  of  New  Orleans,  particularly  the 
Yellow  Fever  of  1849,  by  the  Editor."  "Reports  on  the  ori- 
gin and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Orphan  Asylums  of  New  Oi^ 
leans  and  La  Fayette/*  And,  "Observations  on  the  Fever 
which  is  developed  in  the  City  of  Charleston,  after  exposure 
to  the  country  air,  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  and  hence 
called  country  fever,  by  Thos.  Y.  Simmons,  M.  D."  This  last 
paper  is  one  of  much  interest.  It  was  first  published  in  the 
Charleston  Medical  Journal  and  Review  for  Sept.  1849,  and 
has  consequently  been  sometime  before  the  profession.  The 
other  two  appear  for  the  first  time  in  the  volume  before  us, 
and  are  not  only  interesting  and  important,  but  must  be  read 
throughout  to  be  properly  appreciated.  The  Orphan  Asy- 
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lomi  alladeJ  to  in  tbe  second  p^^er,  are  the  Poydras  Female 
Oq>ban  Asylmn  ;  the  New  Orleaps  Female  Orphan  Asylum  ; 
and  tbe  Male  Orphan  Asylum  o(  La  Fayette*  The  first  con- 
tained at  the  time  of  tbe  report  about  160  children,  and  though 
a  protestant  institution,  its  benefits  are  extended  alike  to  all 
classes ;  the  second  is  under  tbe  care  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity, 
and  numbers  about  200  inmates*  While  the  cholera  was  rag- 
ing violently  in  the  city  and  tbe  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
Asylum,  the  attending  physician  directed  special  attention  to 
tbe  diet  of  the  children,  and  caused  each  to  take  a  small  quan- 
tity of  a  solution  of  common  table  salt  every  morning.  No 
case  of  cholera  originated  in  tbe  institution  during  tbe  year. 

The  Male  Orphan  Asylum  was  founded  in  1824,  and  con- 
tamed  at  tbe  close  of  tbe  year  1849,  eighty-six  boys*  Thus 
•making  a  total  in  tbe  three  asylums  of  436.  These  institu- 
tions seem  to  be  admirably  managed,  and  are  truly  an  honor 
•to  their  generous  founders  and  patrons.  To  tbe  practical  read- 
'er,  perhaps  no  part  of  the  whole  volume  is  more  interesting 
than  Dr.  Tenner's  paperon  the  Fevers  of  New  Orleans.  Con- 
trary to  the  generally  received  opinions  of  tbe  profession,  Dr. 
Fanner  denies  tbe  sui  genius  character  of  Yellow  Fever,  and 
regards  it  simply  as  a  variety  of  the  ordinary  Intermittent  and 
Remittent  forms  of  Fever.  Thus  be  spys :  "Cases  are  seen 
every  sickly  year,  commencing  as  intermittent  or  mild  remit- 
tent, and  wanting  those  strongly  marked  diagnostic  symptoms 
which  have  been  said  to  distinguish  yellow  fever,  yet  which, 
if  neglected  or  mal-treated,  terminate  in  hemorrhage  and  bUick 
vomiu  In  these  cases,  the  advocates  of  tbe  specific  character 
of  Yellow  Fever,  contend  that  the  patients  contract  a  new  and 
different  disease  ;  but  we  think  improperly.  We  believe  it  is  all 
the  same  disease^  differing  only  in  grade  and  staged  Again  he 
says  :  **Seeing  then  that  all  the  forms  of  idiopathic  fever  met 
with  in  this  locality,  premil  together^  and  are  frequently  seen 
Co  interchange  or  run  into  each  other j  we  are  irrcsistably  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  they  are  merely  modifications  of  diMe<uc 
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9pnngingfrom  one  and  essentially  the  same  general  remote  cause* 
•    •    ♦    •    Our  posiiion  is,  that  yellow  fever  is  only  one  of 
the  forms  of  endensic  fever,  (malarious  if  you  wiU,)  which  de* 
rives  its  characteristic  features  from  the  locality  and  attendant 
circumstances  where  k  prevails.     The  fevers  of  the  country 
cause  death  by  infiaaunation  of  the  brain,  or  the  gastro-intesti- 
nal  canal,  or  by  that  strange  lesion  of  the   nervous  system 
which  is  called  congestion.     The  fevers  of  the  city  produce 
such  an  alteration  of  the  blood  and  the  solids  as  leads  to  fatal 
hemorrhage  and  jaundice."     These  views  of  Dr.  Fenner  ac* 
cord  very  nearly  with  those  promulgated    by  Dr.  Rush,  and 
are  entertained  by  a  few  of  the  ablest  members  of  the  profes- 
sion both  in  Europe  and  America;  and  we  have, little  doubt 
of  their  correctness.    Indeed,  we  are  more  than  half  con- 
vinced that  the  same  comprehensive  view  of  all  the  parts  in 
relation  to  ordinary  cholera  morbus  and  epidemic  cholera,  will 
lead  to  the  conclusion   that  tliey  bear  the  same  relation  to 
each    other,    as   is   here    set  forth  io    regard  to   intermit- 
ting, remitting  and  yellow  fevers.     We  think  there  is    far 
too  great  a  tendency  in  the  profession  to  look  after  distinct  un- 
recognized and  unrecognizable  or  supposititious  remote  causes, 
instead  of  investigating  with  patience  and  accuracy  the  local 
influencies  and  agencies  which  modify,   and  often  control  the 
most  malignant  forms  of  disease.     In   regard  to  the  treatmenx 
of  yellow  fever.  Dr.  Fenner  is  a  strong  advocate    of  what 
he  terms  the  '^abortive  method  of  quinine^    He  says  :  "When 
called  to  a  case  within  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours  of  the 
attack,  we  seldom  failed  to  cut  short  the  fever  by  large  doses  of 
the  sulphate  of  quinine  in  combination  with  opium  or  morphia, 
frequently  followed   by  a  little  blue  mass  or  calomel.     Our 
usual  mode  of  proceeding  in  this  stage  is,  to  order  at  first,  a 
hot,  mustard  foot  bath,  and  a  purgative  enema — then  give  to 
an  adult  20  or  30  grains  of  quinine,  with  25  or  30  drops  of  lau- 
danum, or  one  or  two  grains  of  opium,  or  the  fourth  of  a  grain 
of  sulphate  of  morphia,  a/  one  dose.     This  would  generally  re- 
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duce  the  vascular  and  nervous  exciteraent  completely  m  a  few 
hours,  throw  the  patient  into  a  profuse  perspiration,  relieve  alt 
pain  and  produce  sleep.  The  bowels  were  kept  open  by  some 
gentle  means,  and  more  or  less  quinine  was  repeated  as  occa* 
sion  required.  We  recollect  of  but  one  fever  patient  that  re- 
quired cupping,  and  we  did  not  have  a  single  one  bled  from 
the  arm."  It  will  be  remarked  that  this  treatment  has  refer- 
ence to  the  early  stage  of  the  disease.  **In  the  advanced  sta- 
ges," says  Dr.  Fenner,  ''it  is  altogether  a  difierent  afl&ir— or- 
ganic lesions  have  then  tctken  place  and  the  Mood  is  alteredJ^ 

There  is  one  other  paper  in  this  volume  of  high  scientific 
merit  and  local  interest.  It  is  entitled  **A  chapter  on  the  Hy- 
drograpy  of  the  Misssissippi  River,  by  Caleb  6.  Forshay,  A. 
Mm  Civil  Engineer."  It  does  not,  however,  come  within  our 
province  to  analyze  it.  We  have  now  glanced  over  the  con- 
tents of  this  first  volume  of  the  Southern  Medical  Reports, 
and  though  we  have  found  some  fault  with  the  character  of 
some  of  the  papers  contained  therein,  and  might  justly  have 
found  more  with  the  style  of  others,  yet  we  deem  it  a  most 
valuable  volume,  and  we  commend  the  enterprise  of  its  able 
Editor  to  the  patronage  of  the  whole  profession.      N.  S.  D. 

Chicago,  Feb.  25th  1861. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

Anniversary  DUcoune  before  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medi^- 
cine.    By  Josbph  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  56  pp.  octavo,  1851. 

IrUrodvctory  Address  delivered  before  the  Students  and  Trustees 
of  the  New  York  Medical  College.  By  Horace  Grbbn,  A.  M., 
M,  D.,  Presideat  of  the  Faculty,  and  Prof,  of  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine.     (From  the  author.) 

Introductory  Address  to  the  Class  of  the  Pennjsylvania  College^  ses* 
sion^  1860-51.  By  Washington  L.  Atlbb,  M.  D.,  Prof, 
of  Medical  Chemistry.     (From  the  author.) 

The  discourse  of  Dr.  Smith  is  devoted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  peculiar  mental  phenomena  of  the  soldier,  and  is  rich 
in  historical  reminisences  illustrating  the  subject.  Striking 
incidents  in  the  lives  of  celebrated  warriors,  that  class  of  men 
who  have  in  all  ages  claimed  the  largest  share  of  public  con- 
sideration, could  scarcely  fail  to  interest ;  and  as  these  are  ju- 
diciously  introduced  to  show  the  diSerent  mental  conditions 
of  the  soldier  under  varied  circumstances,  the  author  has  made 
a  very  interesting  discourse. 

The  lecture  of  Dr.  Green  was  given  at  the  opening  of  a  new 
Medical  College  in  the  City  of  New  York,  and  will  be  gener- 
ally regarded  with  interest,  as  laying  down  the  course  the  new 
school  has  proposed  to  pursue.  With  the  finest  building  of 
anj  Medical  School  in  the  great  State  of  New  York,  and  a 
faculty  embodying  much  talent  and  energy,  and  the  regular 
and  systematic  course  proposed  by  Dr.  Green,  the  N.  Y.  Med- 
ical College  can  scarcely  fail  of  a  successful  career. 

The  lecture  of  Dr.  Atlee  is  well  conceived,  being  advice  to 
those  entering  upon  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  institution ; 
giving  them  rules  for  their  guidance  in  the  acquisition  of  the 
knowledge  they  seek,  and  sound  admonition  in  reference  to 
the  dangers  of  yielding  to  the  temptations  to  immorality ;  and 
commending  the  beauty  of  principles  of  virtue  and  piety  com- 
bined with  learning  and  Blill  in  the  profession.  £. 
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ARTICLE   IV. 

The  eurabilky  cf  ConsumpUan^  considered  in  reference  to  a  new 
method  of  ascertaining  the  healthy  or  diseased  condition  of  the 
Lungs,  Qfc.  By  M.  Mattson,M,  I>.,  Fellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts.Medical  Society  &c.,  Boston,    (Prom  the  author.) 

This  is  a  pamphlet  of  16  pages,  reprinted  from  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  It  treats  of  the  nature  and 
uses  of  the  Spirometer  as  a  means  of  detecting  diseases  of  the 
lungs  ;  giving  the  laws  of  its  use  proposed  by  Dr.  Hutchinson 
of  London,  who  is  the  discoverer  of  some  of  the  relations  of 
the  capacity  of  .the  lungs  to  disease,  and  the  inventor  of  this 
instrument  for  measuring  that  capacity,  by  measuring  the  air 
expired.  It  also  treats  briely  of  the  principles  of  cure  of  con- 
sumption, referring  to  the  astiology  and  pathology  of  the  dis- 
ease. It  is  a  very  interesting  paper.  We  shall  refer  to  the 
subject  again  on  another  page,  by  quoting  Prof.  Jackson's  clin- 
ique. 


ARTICLE  V. 

Ranking* s  Half-yearly  Abstract  of  Medical  Science^  for  Decem- 
ber,  1850. 

This  excellent  compend  of  Medical  Science,  comes  to  us 
regularly,  and  is  always  welcome  to  our  table.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  valuable  medical  publications  of  the  times  ;  giving  a 
synopsis  of  the  departments  of  the  profession,  well  collated 
and  concisely  reported  for  each  succeeding  six  months. 

It  furnishes  about  six  hundred  pages  of  closely  printed 
matter  annually,  and  is  furnished  by  the  republishers,  (Lind- 
say &  Blackiston  of  Philadelphia,)  for  the  low  price  of  one 
loUar  and  fifty  cents. 


Part  3.— ^eltctione. 

ARTICLE  I. 

THE  SPIROMETER. 

The  foliowiog  clinical  remarks  of  Prof.  Jackson,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  are  interesting,  as  elucidating  a  new 
and  as  we  believe  most  important  means  of  Diagnosis  in  dis- 
eases of  the  lungs.  E, 

Medical  Science  finds,  in  almost  every  department  of  knowl- 
edge, some  portion  of  its  facts  or  laws  applicable  to  itself,  and 
lays  them  under  contribution  for  its  own  advancement,  or  the 
augmentation  of  its  resources. 

The  introduction  of  physics  into  the  practice  of  medicine, 
applied  to  the  diseases  of  the  thoracic  organs,  belongs  to  the 
present  time,  and  is  the  most  valuable  improvement  that  has 
yet  been  made  in  the  diagnosis  of  disease. 

Percussion  and  auscultation  are  means  of  ascertaining  and 
interpreting  the  physical  causes  of  sounds  which  can  be  de- 
termined bv  them  as  belonging  to  the  thorax  and  its  contents. 

Skill  in  these  processes  imparts  a  degree  of  certainty  to  the 
diagnosis  of  thoracic  affections,  that  nearly  reaches  perfection ; 
it  almost  equals  th^t  of  ocular  inspection.  There  is,  howev- 
er, this  defect  attending  them ;  disease  must  have  made  some 
progress,  and  change  of  structure  have  taken  place  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  before  physical  pathological  signs,  that  is,  altera- 
tion in  the  normal  sounds,  or  production  of  abnormal  sounds 
would  be  produced.  They  do  not  avail  us  in  indicating  the 
approach  of  disease,  or  its  forming  stages,  except  to  a  very 
limited  extent. 

Another  contribution  from  the  domain  of  physics  has  been 
made,  by  Dr.  Hutchinson,to  the  investigation  of  the  respiratory 
functions  in  health  and  disease.  It  consists  in  an  instrument 
he  has  invented,  by  which  may  be  measured  the  amount  of 
air  that  can  be  taken  into  and  expelled  from  the  lungs  by  vol- 
untary effort ;  or  what  he  calls  "  the  vital  capacity"  of  the 
lungs.  By  this  instrument  Mr.  Hutchinson  believes  that  incip- 
ient disease  may  be  detected  before  physical  signs  exist  This 
instrument  he  names  spirometer. 
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On  the  table  ia  an  instrument  of  the  kind.  It  is  simple  and 
less  expensive  than  that  of  Mr.  Hutchinson.  It  was  planned 
by  a  gentleman  of  this  city,  Mr.  Charles  McEuen,  who  has 
been  confined  to  bia  room  for  some  months  by  a  pulmonary 
afiection ;'  possessing  an  active  mind,  with  a  turn  for  philo- 
sophical pursuits,  he  occupies  his  time  in  scientiBc  observa- 
tions and  investigations.  I  gave  him  Mr.  Hutchinson's  paper, 
published  in  the  Medico  Chirurgical  Transactions,  containing 
a  diagram  of  his  instrument.  Mr.  McEuen  constructed  the 
instrument  now  before  you  on  the  same  principles.  I  think  it 
preferable  to  the  original. 
-  The  instrument  will  be  seen  to  consist  of  a  cylinder  co 
tainingwater,in  which  is  immersed  another  cylinderinverted in- 
to which  the  expired  airtindsits  way.  This  cylinder  is  coun- 
terpoised by  a  weight  attached  to  a  cord  passing  over  a  wheel 
of  large  diameter,  and  which  rotates  with  the  ascent  of  the 
cylinder,  caused  by  the  entrance  of  the  expired  air,  and  on 
which  a  scale  indicates  the  amount  that  has  been   introduced. 


The  person  using  this  instrument  mast  loosen  any  part  of 
8  dress  that  may  restrain  the  movementaof  the  chestor  aW 
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domen.  He  then  deliberately  expands  bis  cbest  to  its  great- 
est extent,  and  expires  through  the  mouth  piece  and  air-tube 
into  the  cylinder.  As  this  rises  the  wheel  turns  round)  and  an 
index  marks  on  the  scale,  in  inches,  the  amount  expired. 

To  understand  the  use  of  this  instrument,  it  is  requisite  you 
should  possess  some  preliminary  information  on  the  respirato- 
ry actions,  and  to  what  extent  they  influence  the  air  in  the 
lungs. 

Inspiration  and  expiration  are  performed  by  muscular  pow- 
er, and  are  both  voluntary  and  involuntary  actions.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  they  may  be  carried  varies  in  difierent  individ- 
uals, and  in  the  same  individual  at  different  times.  They  have 
a  limit  which  cannot  be  surpassed  ;  the  lungs  can  never  be 
emptied,  by  the  most  strenuous  efforts  of  expiration. 

The  air  m  the  lungs  is,  therefore,  divisible  into  two  portions. 
The  first,  which  is  a  fixed  quantity,  is  that  over  which  the  will 
has  no  control,  but  remains  after  the  strongest  expiration,  and 
is  contained  in  healthy  lungs  after  death.  Its  amount  must 
correspond  with  the  size  of  the  thorax.  Mr.  Hutchinson  calls 
this  the  residual  air. 

The  second  portion  is  that  which  is  controlled  by  the  will  and 
muscular  action.  This  portion  Mr.  Hutchinson  divides  into 
three  sub-portions.  1st.  Reserve  air,  or  that  portion  which, 
after  an  ordinary  expiration,  may  still  bo  thrown  out  by  a 
voluntary  effort.  2d.  Breathing  air,  or  the  portion  inhaled  and 
exhaled  in  ordinary  breathing,  when  at  rest ;  and  3d.  Com- 
plemental  air,  or  that  portion  that  can  be  inhaled,  by  the 
strongest  effort,  beyond  the  amount  of  ordinary  inspiration. 

The  three  last  are  included  in,  and  designated  by  the  term 
**  Vital  Capacity."  It  is,  in  fact,  the  highest  eflbri  of  the  mus- 
cles producing  respiration.  The  spirometei  measures  the 
*'vital  capacity"  of  an  individual,  and,  it  appears  to  me,  is  the 
measuteof  the  muscular  respiratory  power. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  was  struck  with  the  fact,  that  the  vital  ca- 
pacity had  no  relation  to  the  size  of  the  thorax.  On  the  con- 
trary t  he  found,  by  experiment,  that  persons  of  the  largest 
thorax  possessed  a  less  vital  capacity  than  others  with  chests 
much  smaller. 

In  the  course  of  his  observations  he  remarked  that  there 
appeared  to  prevail  a  very  close  relation  between  the  height 
of  individuals  and  their  vital  capacity.  This  circumstance 
was  the  more  strange  and  unaccountable,  as  height  depends 
most  commonly  on  the  length  of  the  lower  extremities,  and 
not  on  that  of  the  chest  or  trunk  alone. 


466  THE    SPlROlfETBrn. 

From  observation  made  on  a  large  nomber  of  individuals, 
taken  indiscriminately  from  various  classes  of  society«  amount- 
ing to  3150,  he  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  the  vital  capa- 
city is  a  constant  quantity,  and  holds  a  close  relation  with  the 
height. 

From  the  result  of  direct  examination,  in  near  2»000  cases, 
Mr.  Hutchinson  felt  authorized  to  announce  the  following  rule, 
"  For  every  inch  of  height  (from  5  feet  to  6  feet)  eight  addi- 
tional cubic  inches  of  air,  at  60®  are  given  out  by  a  forced  ex- 
piration." 

He  further  states,  "here  is  a  guide  for  the  operator,  and  a 
rule  given  that  will  enable  us  to  compare  men  of  diflfetent 
statures  and  conditions  of  health,  one  with  another.** 

If  this  result  should  be  found  accurate,  the  spirometer 
would  be  unquestionably  a  most  valuable  addition,  to  aid  the 
physician  in  deciding  the  state  of  health  in  many  cases,  that 
are,  by  our  common  mode  of  examination,  enveloped  in  great 
uncertainty. 

The  following  table  shows  the  relation  between  height  and 
vital  capacity  : 

Total  Capacity. 

Cubic  inches* 

174 
182 
190 
198 

-  206 

-  214 

-  222 
230 
238 
246 

•  264 
262 

Before  making  any  further  comment  on  the  rule  laid  down 
authoritatively  by  Mr.  Hutchinson,  I  will  test  by  the  instrument 
the  vital  capacity  of  some  patients  affected  with  pulmonary 
disease,  who  are  now  present. 

(Several  patients,  cases  of  chronic  pleurisy,  phthsis  pulmo- 
nalis  in  various  stages,  and  emphy.^ema,  were  tested,  the 
height  and  age  being  first  ascertained.) 

They  vary,  you  perceive,  from  80  to  120  cubic  inches  ex- 


Height. 

Ft. 

In.     Ft. 

In. 

5 

0  to  5 

1 

6 

1  to(» 

2 

6 

2  tod 

3 

5 

3  to  5 

4 

5 

4  to  5 

6 

6 

6  to  6 

6 

5 

6  to  6 

7 

5 

7  to  6 

8 

6 

8to6 

9 

5 

9  to  6 

10 

6 

10  to  5 

11 

6 

11  to  6 

0 

piled.     JiA  out  nT  tbc  above   pBttnnts  npprnnch?$i  t^  th^  nor- 
mal vhal  capacity^  in  acrnrdance  with  his  height  and  age. 

Tbre  are  frmn  BO  to  20D  cubic  inches  bebw  the  $tandartl 
acconiixig  to  tbe  taiiie. 

I  must  confess  thai  I  hnve  some  mi^irrvincrs  ^5=  to  thr  aocnrft- 
cj  of  ihfe  nilft,  and  cunnoi  but  suspcci  ihnt  finmlier  rlomenl 
than  iha:  of  beiglit  regruiate?  the  rxtrnt  nf  vitnl  oapaoiiy,  und 
that  element  is  ibe  muscular  force  of  the  rc:Jsplrator^'  mn^oW. 

1  express  ibis  cmly  as  a  suspicirm.  Thr  extent  o(  Mr.  Hntvh- 
insoD^s  inqniries,  ibe  evident  care,  labor  and  oon^ioieniion^n^ps 
with  wbich  he  poi^ned  his  inrestiiraiinnii,  ontiile  thorn  v>  \ht 
highest  coDsideraiicui,  and  ihry  should  not  be  lightly  ques- 
tioned. 

But,  in  a  considerable  number  ofexaminationst  hax^e  made 
on  healthy  individuals,  of  the  same  height  and  a^,  with  slight 
difference  of  weight,  there  is  manifest  such  >x-id»*  diftoiN^io?  iM* 
vital  capacity,  that  I  cannot  but  hesitate  in  adopting  the  vnle 
as  universally  applicable. 

1  have,  for  instance,  examine*!,  within  24  houi^^,  thtve  fter\- 
tlemen  in  perfect  health,  one  a  menil)or  «>f  o«r  pmtej^fsit^rt,  who 
have  all  been  and  are  engaged  in  active  nutTi»i«i«?.  1'hey  aiv, 
respectively,  5  feet  Jl  inches,  5  feet  Hi  inehe«,  and  0  ftvi  \\\ 
height;  the  vital  capacity  of  the  inai  two  i»  only  170r«bir 
inches,  and  of  the  last  190  cubic  in<lic!t»  Aoconlinij  to  Mr. 
Hutchinson's  table  they  ought  lo  have  a  vital  eapariiy  ol  i^AO 
to  260  cubic  inches. 

Now,  these  gentlemen  have  a  peonlinr,  and  1  Hiav  m\\  an 
American  conformation.  I  am  under  \h(*  impt-ession  it  U  tn^t 
common  in  England.  They  are  l(dl,  long  titnbpit,  thitii  with 
very  slender  muscles. 

The  highest  vital  capacity  I  have  rnnt  with,  n<»  ypt,  U  \u  n 
young  gentleman  6  feet  8  iiicbes  in  li'M^lit,  iti  whom  It  i<»  *i^n 
cubic  inches.  He  is  of  sanguine  teiiipnrnni«tit,  hirg",  l»Mnf 
framed,  and  with  well  developed  inu-tclfvQ.  F^o  fnt  Mq  al'Mijf 
100  observations  have  been  made,  I  Inive  not  foutid  \)\ni  utu- 
form  relation,  as  stated  in  the  rule,  bf'twr>r>n  hoi^bt  arr  I  v<ffd 
capacity.  The  differences  from  yo  Ut  10^9 /fiblr  iriebe::«  frr^ 
too  great  to  be  attributed  lo  aeeirlrnf^d  'irr'ufOrslrin/M*.  'Vhf- 
individuals  I  S[>eak  (tl  are  all  in  bi/j^b  liealfb. 

More  numerous  and  exfende/l  obiiervntKm^  are,  how^v^r^  r^- 
qaired,  beff>rc  a  positive  conolosi/m  o/i  r^K;  ivubj/vr  /ran  fr^  jrrt. 
tified. 

It  has  occorred  to  me  that  the  rfiier^pftty^i^nr  b^ft^'AArr  Mt. 
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Hutchinson's  statements  and  my  own  observations,  should  they 
be  confirmed  by  more  numerous  experiments,  may  depend 
on  difierences  of  race.  The  English  are  far  more  homogen- 
eous than  the  Americans.  In  this  country  races  are  mingled, 
and  continue  to  be  more  blended  every  day.  As  a  race  the 
English  are  bony,  muscular,  sinewy.  Experiments  'with  the 
Dynamometer  have  shown  that  they  possess  a  superiority  of 
muscular  force. 

■ 

In  a  homogeneous  population  the  average  height  and  weight 
would  be  in  accordance  with  an  average  developement  of  the 
muscular  system.  But  in  a  mixed  population  the  same  nde 
would  not  apply. 

I  believe  there  can  hardly  be  a  question  as  to  the  very 
marked  diSerence  in  the  general  aspect  and  structure  of  the 
native-born  Americans,  who  are  generally  a  mixed  race,  and 
those  of  the  English,  Germans,  Irish,  and  French. 

In  examining  Mr.  Hutchinson's  Table  A,  exhibitmg  the  to- 
tal capacity  of  15  different  classes,  there  are  very  striking  dif- 
ferences to  be  seen.  Pugilists,  seamen,  fire  and  police  men, 
and  grenadier  guards,  have  the  greatest  vital  capacity.  This 
is  shown  in  the  column  of  the  table  for  the  height  of  6  ft.  8  in. 
to  5  ft.  9  in.,  and  from  5  ft.  9  in.  to  5  ft.  10  in. 

Table  of  the  Mean  Vital  Capacity  of  15  different  Clares. 

5  ft.  8  in.  to  5  ft.  9  io.  5  ft.  9  in.  to  5  ft.  10  in. 


Seamen, 

239 

258 

Fire  Brigade 
Police,  Metrop.,    - 
Ditto  Thames, 

231 
226 
250 

237 
248 
240 

Paupers, 
Mixed  Class, 

199 
23S 

262 
246 

Grenadier  Guards, 

233 

240 

Compositors, 
Pressmen, 

■      '  214 
245 

231 

239 

Draymen, 
Gentlemen, 

223 
208 

245 
236 

Pugilists,  &c., 

243 

273 

Chatham  Recruits, 

251 

266 

Woolwich  Marines, 

240 

246 

In  this  table  the  vital  capacity  certainly  does  not  correspond 
to  height  as  it  respects  different  classes.  Those  classes  com- 
prehending individuals  whose  occupations  require  athletic,  ro- 

itt,  and  picked  meUf  exhibit  a  vital  capacity  varying  from 
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20  to  40  cobic  inches  higber  than  paupers,  compositors»  and 
gentlemen. 

This  table  appears  to  sustain  the  conchision  which  seems  to 
follow  from  the  observations  I  have  made  here  with  the  Spi* 
rometer,  that  it  is  muscular  power,  and  not  height,  that  gov- 
erns the  "vital  capacity." — Medical  Examiner^ 


ARTICLE  II. 

Dr.  Davis's  ^^ History  of  Medical  Education  and  Instittuions^^^ 
and  the  Reviewer  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine. 

Out  of  sheer  justice  to  Prof.  Davis  we  give  the  following 
from  some  unknown  author  who  has  had  acumen  enough  to 
see,  as  every  candid  observer  must,  that  the  critique  referred 
to  was  instigated  by  personal  feelings  ngainst  him.  The  en- 
dorsement of  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Register  of  Medi- 
cine and  Pharmacy,  of  the  position  of  his  correspondent,  con- 
trasts strongly  with  the  course  of  a  certain  medical  editor  out 
West  of  us,  whose  morbid  desire  to  criticise  the  work,  had 
led  him  to  claim  to  have  received  a  copy  from  the  author, 
who  informs  us  he  never  sent  it  to  him,  and  with  a  preface  of 
balderdash  quotes  the  New  York  Journal's  strictures,  either 
not  knowing  or  not  caring  to  know  that  they  were  unfair  in 
their  representation  of  the  nature  and  design  of  the  work, 
and  unjust  and  illiberal  in  their  comments  opon  iu  But  as 
we  understand  the  reviewer  is  to  be  reviewed,  we  shall  see 
whether  our  cotemporarj  will  have  the  fidmess  to  give  its 
readers  both  sides  of  the  question. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Register: 

In  the  January  number  of  The  Sew  Tori  JowrntJ  of  Mei^ 
ichUf  I  notice  what  pnrports  to  be  a  review  of  Professor  Da- 
vis's Work  on  Medical  Edncatioo,  but  which  i^  nK>re  strictF7 
an  ill  tempered  tirade  ofxm  Br.  Davia't  character. 
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nim  '.viih  !^r;oronce  r,f  rhe  ^abject  he  treats,  and  his  work  a 
^'•raricnt^irn  .\nf\  ^  f*M  lonn  '.he  orofession/'  which  ihe  re- 
viewf  r  asserts  lo  be  "respectable.  * 

D'isirou^  of  knowing  how  far  these  charges  are  correct,  I 
have  ob'aifjcd  a  copy  of  '.he  i>ook.  and  from  it  I  find  abun- 
dant f.\[iU'nre  :hat  critics  ife  liable  to  magnify  trifling  errors. 
In  •f!'';  fini.  rihce  \he  '.vriter.  in  orrier  ^.o  show  cause  for  sav- 
ini?  '.vh^it  *^.v\fUrni\v\^  :il-  tir^t  'ie?ire.  :\nds  it  iiecessarv  to  mis- 
represent  the  object  of  f.he  '.vork  ;»v  ^eating  it  to  be  a  '•History 
of  Medicine,''  whereas  the  very  title  of  the  book  restricts  it 
to  ?t  "Hi-»ory  of  Medical  Education/'  and  on  such  ground, 
chrircff^  r^r.  Divis  with  having  failed  from  ignorance  in  what 
ho  not  only  «ior'«  iiot  riaim,  but  never  intended  to  do:  und 
wliich  ire  rljatin'^tlv  -trite*  in  aliuflinff  -o  medical  hislorv  nrop- 
er,  thfit  *tich  topios  are  incidentally  introduced,  consiituiing 
no  pJirt  of  the  main  object  of  the  work. 

In  ?flliidin^  ?o  the  ?ocond  chri pier,  the    reviewer   as   usual, 
pvf'hnn^  what  he  hafl  to  say  of  the  woik  with  reflections  up- 
on the  atilhor,  introduces  rhe  following  quotation  from  its  last 
{>a;5C:  **I  have  not  been  able  to  tind  a  single  volume  on    any 
>ranch  of  medical  science  or  practice  published  by  an  Ameri- 
can phyyici^in  during  the  first  twenty  year?  after  the  close  of 
the  rrvolniionnry  wjtr."     And  he  adds,  "This  is  a  precious 
confession  for  the  historian  of  our  profession,  and  we  give  him 
full  credit  for  his  honesiy !     What  will  the  reader  think,  how- 
ever, of  Mr.  Davis's  knowledge,  or    his  competency  for  the 
task  of  nn  historinn,  when  he  is  told  that  the  period  mentioned 
by  hirri  rd)onn(ls  in  f)riginal  publications;"  and  then  follows  a 
list  of  sixteen  works  triumphantly  brought  in  to  show  the  re- 
Tiewer's  learning  and    the  author's  ignorance.      Now   it   is 
hardly  possilde  thnt  there  arc  any  who  would  be  deceived  by 
this  [irirafle,  anil  wilful  mi3inler(>rctation  ol  this  sentence,  not- 
withslnndifig  it  is  carefully  expressed.     It  must  be  remember- 
ed thnt  Or.  i)avis's  book  is  a  Hntory  of  Medical  Education^ 
ntid  tin;  works  referred  to  in  the  above  quotation,  were  only 
such  as  nre  embracful  utider  that  head,  viz.— works  on  Physi- 
olotrv,  Anatomv,  Suinerv,  Practice,  etc.  etc.,  or  in  other  words, 
*Mcxt  books,"  (f  which  ihcie  is  tiol  one  in  the  list  of  sixteen 
introilnctMl  by  the  reviewer."     That  it  was   possible   for  the 
author  oi  this  review  to  have  mistaken  the  import  of  the  sen- 
tenet*  \\v  cnnnot  believe,  wiiho\it  we  are  assured  that  he  does 
not  «M>mpirhend  the  meaning  ot  English  words,  or  else,  that 
he  docs  not  tell  the  truth  when  he  states  that  he  has  read  the 
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book  through,  for  io  the  very  chapter  which  he  passes  over  Co 
fiod  this  isolated  sentence,  there  is  frequent  allusions  to  oriffi- 
nal  works  upon  general  and  special  subjects,  and  particulany 
tiie  '*  Medical  Inquiries  and  Observations  of  Dr.  JrctuA,*'  with 
tlie  titles  in  full  and  quotations  credited  to  the  same;  yet  this 
last  heads  the  ^*  list  of  sixteen"  which  are  brought  forward  as 
works  which  Dr.  Davis  could  never  have  seen. 

There  are  other  points  equally  at  variance  with  the  true 
spirit  of  justice  and  candor;  but  we  trust  the  examples  al- 
ready given  are  suflScient  to  show  that  the  article,  in  the  Jour- 
nal of  Medicine,  was  inaituted  by  any  other  than  a  desire  to 
give  an  impartial  criticism  of  the  merits  of  the  work. 

New  York,  February,  1851.  ••• 

[We  publish  the  above  communication,  although  not  in  or- 
der, as  the  Journal  of  Medicine  is  the  proper  medium  fur 
answers  to  articles  it  contains;  yet  as  we  believe  our  corre- 
spondent has  the  right  of  the  matter,  we  do  not  consider  it  a 
good  reason  why  we  should  refuse  his  article. — Ed.  Itegisttr.^ 
— New  York  Register  of  Med*  and  Phar. 


ARTICLE  III. 

California  Quicksilver. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  gold  may  be  found  to  constitute 
but  a  small  proportion  of  the  wealth  derivable  from  California. 
It  has  for  some  time  past  been  known  that  quicksilver  abounds 
in  that  locality  to  an  enormous  extent.  About  twelve  months 
ago  a  capitalist  embarked  with  the  requisite  machinery  for 
working  a  mine,  and  the  result  has  more  than  realized  bis 
most  sanguine  expectations.  On  his  return  to  England  in 
quest  of  additional  machinery,  we  are  informed  that  he  found 
a  letter  from  the  great  Rothschiid*-the  present  mercury  mo- 
nopolist— requesting  an  interview  with  him  in  London — for 
what  purpose  it  is  easy  to  guess.  We  believe  this  request 
was  not  acceeded  to.  The  reports  respecting  the  extent  of 
the  supply  in  the  new  mines  are  almost  incredible*  We 
have  been  informed  that  within  a  few  weeks  of  the  com- 
mencement of  operations  by  the  party  alluded  to,  assisted  by 
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five  men,  a  quantity  of  mercury  was  raised  equal  in  value  to 
^ J  00,000  at  the  present  market  price.  Even  allowing  a 
large  discount  for  exaggeration,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  the  supply  is  almost  unlimited,  and  that  the  metal  can  be 
profitably  sold  at  less  than  half  its  present  price.  The  silver 
mines  in  Mexico,  which  have  for  years  been  unproductive,  on 
account  of  the  prohibitory  price  of  mercury,  may  now  be  sup- 
plied on  reasonable  terms,  and  everj  branch  of  trade  and 
manufacture  in  which  mercury  is  used,  will  acquire  a  similar 
stimulus. — Pharmaceutical  Journal^  Nov.  1,  1850.,  in  Amer, 
Jour  Far. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

SU  Louis  Probe. 

The  following  is  a  rare  specimen  in  the  valedictory  line. 

Our  JournaL — The  present  number  closes  the  first  volume, 
and  ends  the  publication  of  the  Probe.  During  a  years  ex- 
perience in  journalism,  wo  have  been  convinced  that  neither 
fame  nor  funds,  can  be  acquired  by  conducting  a  medical 
monthly,  and  that  many  members  of  the  medical  profession 
are  miserably  poor  in  pocket,  and  more  are  deficient  in  moral 
principle,  however  well  they  may  be  imbued  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  profession.  We  are  inclined  to  believe  inat  a 
large  number,  who  have  received  our  journal  without  paying 
for  it,  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  study  of  scorbutus,  witl 
some  success ;  for  we  must  say  they  have  treated  us  most 
scurvily,  and  not  a  few  have  shown  a  thorough  acquaintanoe 
*-not  with  abstract  principles — ^but  with  the  principles  of  ab- 
straction, which  would  entitle  them  to  the  consiaeration  of 
the  judiciary.  For  the  kind  favors,  and  warm  support  wic 
have  received,  however,  from  the  better  portion  of  our  breth- 
ren, we  return  our  hearty  thanks,  and  thus  take  leave  of 
them.  Our  hearts  are  so  very  full,  and  our  pockets  so  very 
empty,  that  we  are  unable  to  say  more.— iS^  Louis  Probe.. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

On  the    treatment  of    Scarlatina    by     Inunction ,   by    Dr. 
ScHNEEMAN.     (Londofi  Joumol  of  Medicine^  Sept.  1S50.) 

[In  Vol  IX,  p.  15,  of  our  **Abstract,"  we  briefly  mention- 
ed this  treatment  on  the  authority  of  Mauthner,  a  physician  of 
high  repute  in  Vienna.  We  here  present  our  readers  with  a 
more  detailed  accounnt;  premising,  that  however  puerile  this 
treatment  may  appear,  prima  facia,  its  harmlessness  may  en- 
title it  to  a  trial  where  a  more  hazardous  proposition  might 
reasonably  be  rejected.  The  following  account  is  abridged 
from  the  "Lancet,"  Sept.  15,  1849.] 

Description  of  the  Treatment, — As  soon  as  we  are  certain  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  illness,  the  patient  must  be  rubbed  everj- 
morning  and  evening,  over  the  whole  body,  with  a  piece  of 
bacon,  in  such  a  manner  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  face  (?) 
and  hairy  scalp,  a  covering  of  fat  is  everywhere  applied.  In 
order  to  make  this  rubbing-in  somewhat  easier,  it  is  best  to 
take  a  piece  of  the  size  of  the  hand,  choosing  a  part  still  armed 
with  the  rind,  that  we  may  have  a  firmer  grasp.  On  the 
soft  side  of  this  piece,  slits  are  to  be  made  in  various  direc- 
tions, in  order  to  allow  the  oozing  out  of  the  fat;  and  this  is 
still  further  promoted  by  placing  the  bacon,  for  some  time  pre^ 
viously  to  using  it,  near  tne  stove,  in  the  oven,  or  on  the  hob. 
But  the  fat  must  be  allowed  to  cool  before  being  used. 

The  rubbing  must  be  so  performed,  that  the  skin  may  be 
regularly,  but  not  too  quickly  saturated  with  fat.  During  the 
process,  only  that  part  being  rubbed  is  to  be  uncovered,  or  the 
whole  can  be  done  under  the  bedclothes;  but  this  precaution 
is  unnecessary.  Although  this  plan,  from  the  mess  it  makes, 
is  not  calculated  to  find  favor,  as  it  dirties  bed  and  hnen,  as 
well  as  the  persons  of  the  children,  yet  the  first  few  days 
yield  results  which  make  all  this  forgotten,  and  inspire  the 
mothers  with  enthusiasm.  With  rapidity  the  most  painful 
symptoms  of  the  disease  are  allayed;  quiet,  sleep,  appetite^, 
and  good  humor  return.  Other  things,  however,  are  neces- 
sary besides  infriction  with  fat;  but  still  the  most  important 
share  of  the  merit  may  be  imputed  to  this  treatment.  The 
truth  of  this  will  appear  from  a  citation  of  the  first  results 
which  follow : 

5 
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1.  The  improbability,  I  might  say  impossibility,  of  ihe  pa- 
tient getting  cold.  Were  this  the  sole  benefit  of  the  inunction, 
it  would  be  great. 

2.  The  dry  britlleness  of  the  skin,  and  the  tormenting  itch- 
ing, are  not  only  materially  alleviated,  but,  for  the  most  part, 
fully  put  a  stop  to.  Hence  children  generally  like  the  rub- 
bing-in,  and  often  ask  for  a  repetition  of  it  before  the  time  is 
come. 

3.  The  influence  on  the  physiological  functions  of  the  skin 
is  still  more  important.  During  thie  coming  on  of  scarlet  fe- 
ver, the  skin  becomes  diseased,  in  consequence  of  which  it 
dies  off;  and,  until  a  new  covering  is  prepared  for  tb^  surface, 
the  functions  of  the  skin  are  ill  performed,  or,  during  the  des- 
quamation, probably  not  performed  at  all.  To  appreciate  the 
importance  of  the  imperceptible  functions  of  the  skin,  merely 
mechanically  viewing  the  matter,  I  refer  to  the  experiments  of 
Seguin,  which  fix  the  quantity  of  matter  thrown  off  from  the 
outer  skin  at  eleven  grains  pei  minute  in  a  grown  person,  and 
theretore  more  than  two  pounds  per  day.  What  effort  it  must 
cost  the  organism  to  lead  so  large  a  quantity  into  other  paths, 
in  order  to  throw  it  off  when  the  skin  is  incapable  of  doing  so! 
To  give  a  striking  proof  of  the  bad  influence  which  the  inter- 
rupted functions  of  the  skin  prodiacp  on  the  healthy  activity  of 
relative,  even  of  distant  orgap3»  I  may  cite  the  fact,  that  death 
is  always  the  result  where  more  than  one  half  of  the  skin  has 
been  destroyed  by  fire  or  boiling  liquid.  A  similar  destruc- 
tion of  the  skin  ensues  in  scarlet  fever,  with  this  diflference, 
that  it  takes  place  gradually,  and  thereby  the  organism  is  bet- 
ter enabled,  by  employing  all  the  activity  of  the  body,  to  find 
aid  against  the  mischief  which*  to  the  ir\jury  of  the  patientt 
must  result  from  the  cessation  of  the  functiqns  of  the  skin. 

4.  The  oxidation  of  the  blood  is  thus  considerably  promot- 
ed, the  interrupting  of  which  is  the  cause  of  suph  serious  phe- 
nomena. As  the  disease  of  the  throat  is  not  improbably*  in 
great  part,  due  to  the  interruption  of  the  funetioDS  of  the  ^ 
and  lungs,  it  must  natuially  disappear,  ornot  present  itseK 
where  these  are  continued  in  integrity;  and  such  is  found,  i& 
practice*  to  be  the  case. 

5.  Owing  to  the  fatty  covering*  the  skin  is  Ib^pt  moist,  sod 
the  cuticle  cannot  be  drivea  about  the  rpom  by,  ciineiAs  of 
air;  and.thuAPriQ  fertile!  source  of  iofeotipq  i#  kept  closed  ap* 
it  beii^  w^U  known  tba^infectioo  is  most  eo^ilgr.aoqiotiuiMpauri 
iX  the  period  of  desquamation.     The  danger  of  iujiiptipB,  m^ 
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<ler  any  ciroumstances  is  materially  lessened  with  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  eruption  from  the  skin,  inasmuch  as  the  pro- 
cess of  generating  infectious  material  is  interrupted  by  restor- 
ing the  skin  to  its  normal  state. 

6.  By  shortening  the  period  of  desquamation,  and  protect- 
ing against  the  sequela  of  the  disease,  the  duration  of  the 
treatment  can  be  shortened  to  a  period  of  from  six  to  ten 
days. 

7.  The  remedy  is  (cheap,)  harmless,  practical,  and  is  per- 
haps never  counter-indicated.  The  linen  must  not  be  loo 
frequently  changed,  as  a  clean  shirt  takes  up  more  of  the  fatty 
matter  than  one  already  saturated,  and  hence  the  skin  is  soon- 
er deprived  of  its  fatty  covering.  The  rubbing-in  is  to  be 
kept  up  twice  a  day  for  three  weeks,  and  once  a  day  during 
the  fourth.  The  patient  is,  after  this,  to  be  washed  daily  with 
cool  water  and  soap,  and  then  only  is  the  warm  bath  to  be 
commenced.  This  process  does  not  interfere  with  the  natu- 
ral course  ot  the  malady,  and  expose  the  individual  to  second 
and  third  attacks.  In  severe  cases,  the  remedy  may  be  re- 
peated three  or  four  limes  within  the  iwentj'-four  hours.  The 
main  point  is,  to  keep  the  skin  always  cool  and  moist;  and 
here,  even  with  all  possible  precaution,  the  skin  will  some- 
times come  off  in  certain  places.  The  practitioner  will  do 
well  to  fix  the  exact  hours  at  which  the  rubbing-in  is  to   take 

1>lace :  it  will  then  most  probably  be  better  and  more  regular- 
y  performed. 

Other  points,  which  are  also  important  enough,  now  remain 
to  be  noticed. 

8.  Temperature. — Experience  proves  that  it  requires  no 
great  daring  to  keep  the  patient  cold  instead  of  hot.  Cold 
washing  is  not  to  be  employed,  as  it  promotes  desquamation. 
Cool  air  seems  to  have  a  bracing  influence  on  the  system,  and 
a  soothing  one  on  the  respiration;  and  all  danger  is  avoided 
by  the  fatty  covering.  The  temperature  of  the  bedroom 
should  never  be  above  13^R.  The  idea  of  throwing  back 
the  eruption  by  mere  cold  air  is  an  error.  Great  heat  is  much 
more  likely  than  cold  to  throw  in  the  eruption.  In  fact,  the 
fatal  cases  of  this  kind  are  principally  those  where,  through 
keeping  the  patient  too  hot,  the  cerebral  aflection  has  been 
brought  on;  this  has  given  rise  to  paralysis  which  appears 
sooner  in  the  skin  than  in  other  parts,  and  thus  to  the  with* 
drawal  of  the  eruption — for  the  skin  dies  sooner  than  other 
puts,  as  shown  in  coUapser  where  mastard  poaltices  do  not 
act  as  io  other  states. 
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9.  Bed^ — The  patient  should  not  remain  in  bed  any  longer 
than  is  absolutely  necessary.  As  soon  as  the  fever,  head-' 
ache,  and  a  desire  to  remain  in  bed  are  gone,  he  may  quit  it, 
for  in  bed  the  skin  is  between  two  fires,*  and  the  functions  of 
the  body  do  not  go  on  so  well  as  in  moving  about.  Hence, 
even  when  the  patient  must  lie  down  an  hour  or  two  daily, 
he  should  stillgo  about  the  rest  of  the  time. 

10.  Diet. — The  diet  should  be  light,  but  there  must  be  no 
stj^rvation,  and  as  rapid  a  return  as  possible  to  the  usual  food. 

11.  Washing.-^ Although  it  brings  on  desquamation,  it  will 
be  as  well  to  let  the  patient  occasionally  wash  his  hands  and 
face  with  water  and  soap.  It  reconciles  him  to  the  dirt  at- 
tendant on  the  rubbing-in. 

12. — If  constipatian  ensue,  it  must  only  be  combated  with 
medicines;  when,  at  the  end  of  forty-eight  hoars,  it  makes  no 
semblance  of  disappearance,  then  a  clyster  of  poppy  oil  is  the 
best  remedy. 

The  author  er.ters  his  protest  against  a  partial  employment 
of  his  remedies. 

Complications  require  a  modification  of  the  system. — I.  Severe 
cerebral  symptoms  at  the  commencement, — The  above  treatment 
can  only  be  applied  where  time  is  allowed  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  restorative  process.  Occasionally  the  case  is  ac- 
companied at  its  very  outset  by  severe  cerebral  affection,  and 
convulsions.  Here  bleeding  may  be  employed,  and  if  neces- 
sary, unhesitatingly  repeated.  To  support  this  view.  Dr. 
Schneemann  instances  the  authority  of  Armstrong,  Bernd, 
Stieglitz,  Hammond,  Hingeston,  &c.  Venesection  is,  accord- 
ingly, the  sheet  anchor.  The  other  remedies  are : — The  ap- 
S)hcation  of  concentrated  cold  to  the  head;  and  the  best  form^ 
or  this  is  ice.  The  cold  dash  is  often  more  hurtful  than  use- 
ful, on  account  of  the  serious  reaction  which  follows  it,  and 
exposes  the  patient  more  to  the  dangers  of  an  apoplectic  at- 
tack, although  its  results  for  the  minute  are  often  very  flatter- 
ing. At  the  end  of  evcnj  two  hours  the  bladder  of  ice  should  be 
removed^  in  order  that  the  uninterrupted  effect  of  the  cold  may 
not  weaken  too  much  the  tone  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain^ 
Warm  mustard  plasters  to  the  shins  are  a  most  valuable  rem- 
edy. Internal  remedies  are  generally  of  little  use  where  the 
above  given  remedies  fail;  the  only  one  of  any  importance  is 
the  carbonate  of  ammonia.     Mercury  is  of  little  value,  except 

*  Here  it  will  be  ai  well  to  ttat*  that  in  Germany  a  feather  bed  is  frequently  anbati' 
tuted  for  bed<otothe9^ 
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just  to  open  the  bowels;  for  its  specific  action  never  comes  in- 
to full  play  till  the  system  is  throwing  off  the  affection*  There 
are,  however,  much  better  purgatives  than  calomel;  the  sa* 
line,  for  instance.  Emetics  ought  not  to  be  tried  in  cases 
complicated  with  cerebral  affection;  in  others  they  may. 
The  aconite  failed  in  the  autbor'^s  hands,  both  in  tincture  and 
solution.  With  regard  to  the  treatment  by  leeches  and  am- 
monia, so  many  writers  have  already  pointed  out  its  good  re« 
suits,  that  the  author  can  safely  recommend  it,  but  with  the 
proviso  that  in  urgent  cases  bleeding  be  substituted  for  leeches. 

2.  The  Affection  of  the  Throat. — Primary.  As  this  is  but  a 
link  in  the  whole,  so  must  the  measures  taken  for  its  removal 
be  such  as  will  remedy  the  general  affection.  Secondary.  For 
this,  the  rubbing-in,  as  it  acts  by  prophylaxis,  is  the  best  pos- 
sible remedy;  but  where  this  has  not  been  brought  into  use, 
or  where,  from  keeping  the  patient  too  warm,  desquamation 
has  come  on,  and  the  secondary  sore  throat  has  set  in,  the 
best  remedy  is  the  use  of  emetics.  They  not  only  remove 
the  tough  glazy  slime,  but  excite  the  secretions  and  excretions 
to  more  normal  disposition^  and  this  is  especially  the  case  if 
the  disorder  have  a  gastric  character.  Many,  by  confounding 
the  employment  of  emetics  in  the  early  and  latter  stages, 
have  brought  xhem  into  discredit.  For  the  swelling  of  the 
tonsils,  an  excellent  remedy  is  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 
^twenty  grains  to  an  ounce  of  water),  with  which  they  and 
the  soft  palate  are  to  be  painted;  but  so  many  varieties  pre- 
sent themselves  in  these  secondary  attacks  following  on  scar- 
let fever,  that  no  general  rules  can  be  laid  down.  Here  ev- 
erything depends  on  the  discrimination  and  judgment  of  the 
practitioner. 

Prophylaxis. — Warm  clothing,  separation  from  school,  and 
above  all,  light  diet,  are  the  best   preventatives.     That  the 

Jounger  children,  as  more  predisposed  than  the  others,  must 
e  more  carefully  separated  from  ihe  sphere  of  infection,  is 
doubtful  practice.  Not  only  are  many  children  never  infected, 
who,  however,  by  adopting  this  system,  require  to  be  as  care- 
fully secluded  as  the  others,  thus  causing  great  inconvenience; 
but  the  mildening  influence  and  actual  advantage  of  a  gradu- 
al accustoming  to  the  infection  are  thereby  lost,  and  conse- 
^ently  the  attack  when  it  comes,  is  so  much  the  more  severe. 
The  free  communication  with  the  patient  is  good,  in  order 
sthat  constant  exposure  may,  as  in  the  case  of  physicians  and 
DurseSt  blunt  ana  wear  out  the  disposition  to  the  disease;  for 
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as  it  now  is,  children  are  separated  from  the  patient  during 
the  first  period,  which  is  the  mildest,  and  exposed  to  contact 
wiih  him  during  the  process  of  desquamation,  which  is  the 
source  of  the  most  dangerous  infection.     Many  preservatives 
have  been  vaunted  against  this  malady  during  its  epidemic  ap- 
pearance; of  these,  however,  the  only  one  apparently  deserving 
of  much  credit  is  the  belladonna.     Its  action  appears  to  be,  "by 
altering  the  relation  of  the  nervous  system,  to  diminish  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  disease."     The  author's  prescription  is — Take  of 
extract  of  belladonna  one  to  two  grains;  distilled  water,  one 
ounce.     Mix.     Give  to  each  child,  morning  and  evening,  as 
many  drops  as  it  has  years,  and  continue  to  do  so   at  least 
fourteen  days.     But  not  to  confine  himself  to  his  own  testi- 
mony. Dr.  Schneemann  gives  that  of  Jordens,   Ettmuller, 
Hedenus,  Gumpert,  Hufeland,  Martins,  Pormey,  Behr,  Bene- 
dix,  Thaer,  &c.,  who  have  testified  to  the  value  of  belladon- 
na; and  though  he  admits  that  as  many  opponents  might  be 
found,  he  thinks  it  scarcely  credible  that  all  the   former  bad 
deceived  themselves.     In   certain  sections  of  the   circle  of 
Bayeux,  Dr.  Feron  preserved  from  scarlet  fever  all  the  chil- 
dren who  had  not  been  attacked  before  he  commenced  opera- 
tions.    In  400  cases  near  Valenciennes,  treated  with  bella- 
donna, not  one  person  was  attacked. — Ranking^s  Ab^ract. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women. 

Hemorrhage^  Uterine. — Mr.  J.  GriflSth  brings  again  into  no- 
tice the  great  value  of  oil  of  turpentine  in  uterine  hemorrhage. 
He  says  the  most  convenient  way  of  giving  it  is  5  j  of  turpen- 
tine to  Iss  of  oil  of  sweet  almonds  as  a  draught,  and  repeated 
in  five  minutes  if  the  symptoms  are  urgent,     (p.  87Qw) 

Lactation, — Incases  of  child-birth  where  the  appearance  of 
milk  is  delayed,  a  decoction  is  made  by  boiling  well  a  hand- 
ful of  the  white  Bofareira  (Ricinis  Communis  of  botanists)  in 
six  or  eight  pints  of  spring  water.  The  breasts  are  bathed  in 
♦his  decoction  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  Part  of  the  boil- 
d  leaves  are  then  spread  thinly  over  the  breasts,  and  allowed 
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to  remain  trotil  all  moisture  has  been  removed  from  them  by 
evaporation,  and  probably,  in  some  mrasure,  by  absi>r{vtior). 
This  operation  is  repeated  at  short  intervals,  until  the  milk 
flows  upon  suction  by  the  child,  which  it  usually  does  in  th^ 
course  of  a  few  hours.  If  the  milk  is  required  to  be  pnxlue- 
ed  in  the  breasts  ot  women  who  have  not  given  birth  to  or 
suckled  a  child  for  years,  the  mode  of  treatment  is  as  foV 
lows : — A  similar  decoction  is  made,  and  it  is  poured  while 
yet  boiling,  into  a  large  vessel,  over  which  tlie  woman  sit^  so 
as  to  receive  the  vapor  over  her  thighs  and  generative  organs, 
cloths  being  carefully  tucked  around  her,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  the  steam.  In  this  position  she  remains  for  ten  or 
twelve  minutes,  or  until  the  decoction  cooling  a  little,  she  is 
enabled  to  bathe  the  parts  with  it,  which  she  does  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes  more.  The  breasts  are  then  similarly 
bathed  and  gently  rubbed  with  the  hands,  and  the  leax^es  are 
after >vards  applied  to  them  in  the  manner  descril)ed.  These 
operations  are  repeated  three  times  during  the  first  day,  on 
tne  second  the  process  is  repeated  as  to  the  breasts  three  or 
four  times,  on  the  third  day  the  whole  process  is  repeated.  A 
child  is  now  put  to  the  nipple,  and,  in  the  majority  of  instan- 
ces, it  finds  an  abundant  supply  of  milk.  In  the  event  ol 
success  not  following,  the  treatment  is  continued  for  another 
day;  and  if  there  be  still  want  of  success,  the  case  is  aban- 
doned.    (Dr.  J.  O.  M'WiHiam,  p.  316.) 

Oxyloxic. — -The  administration  of  the  Indian  hemp  seems 
markedly  and  directly  to  increase  parturient  action,  and  Dr. 
Churchill  states,  that  it  possesses  powers  similar  to  those  of 
the  ergot  of  rye  in  arresting  hemorrhage,  when  depcMulent 
upon  congested  states  of  the  impregnated  uterus.  [Prof. 
Sunpson,  p.  316.] 

Placenta  Pravta. — If  the  os  uteri  is  not  dilated  nlug  the 
vagina  accurately,  to  produce  a  coagulum  and  stay  trie  rt(X)d- 
ing,  to  save  the  child,  to  prevent  the  powers  of  the  mother  be- 
ing exhausted  by  loss  of  blood,  and  to  favor  the  dilation  of 
the  OS.  As  soon  as  the  state  of  theos  allows,  introduce  the 
hand  immediately,  separate  sufficient  of  the  attachment  of 
the  placenta  to  the  uterus  to  allow  the  hand  to  pass  to  turn 
and  deliver.  We  believe  that  where  the  cessation  of  hem- 
orrhage takes  place  from  the  separation  of  the  placental  at- 
tachment, the  placenta  being  still  left  in  situ,  as  advocated  by 
Professor  Simpson,  it  is  owing  to  the  placenta  forming  a  j)lug 
upon  ibe  uterine  orifices.    For  the  arguments  in  the  deionoi 
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of  the  use  of  the  plug  and  the  explanation  of  its  aclion,  see  p» 
268.     [Mr.  W.  Braithwaite.] 

Sponge  Tents. — An  improvement  upon  Dr.  Simpson's  tneth- 
od  of  making  sponge  tents  has  been  introduced,  which  con- 
sists mainly  in  not  steeping  the  sponge  in  a  solution  of  gum  ; 
and  the  advantages  of  this  method  are,  that  <*they  are  made 
with  much  greater  facility,  their  being  thus  compressed  into  a 
smaller  compass,  and  that  the  expansion  of  the  tents  is  equal- 
ly gradual,  never  requiring  the  aid  of  tepid  water  injections, 
the  moisture  of  the  surrounding  parts  being  quite  sufficient*'^ 
(Mr.  C.  Coates,  p.  306.) 

Sterility. — Dr.  E.  Williams  has  described  a  Japanese  rem- 
edy for  sterility.  The  tree  is  one  of  the  order  of  the  Terns- 
tromaceae  of  Jessieu,  with  leaves  somewhat  larger  than  those 
of  the  congou  tea,  emitting  an  odour  when  bruised  resembling 
pulegium  and  sabina.  The  mode  of  preparation  is  to  take  a 
quantity  of  the  leaves,  macerate  them  in  as  mucfi  rice  spirit 
as  will  just  moisten  them,  forsix  hours  ;  then  express,  and  give 
about  a  teaspoonful  every  hour,  and  two  or  three  doses  will 
invariably  bring  on  the  menstrual  secretion,  which  can  be 
maintained  by  a  dose  or  two  daily,  for  any  length  of  time, 
(p.  320.) 

Uterine  Neuralgia. — Apply  blisters  to  the  hypogastric  re- 
gion, cauterization  of  the  cervix,  narcotic  injections,  with  ab- 
solute rest  and  general  treatment.     (M.  Valleix,  p.  307.) 

Warty  Excrescences. — Mr.  T.  W.  Nunn,  acting  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  Dr.  Arnott,  of  using  congelation  as  an  anaesthetic 
agent,  has  recently  applied  little  wedged-shaped  pieces  of  ice 
to  the  necks  of  large  warty  growths  depending  from  the  labia 
minora,  till  they  became  blanched  and  cold  ;  and  he  then  re- 
moved a  great  many  of  them  with  a  single  stroke  of  the  knife, 
without  causing  the  patient  any  but  very  slight  pain.  [p.  814.] 
Braithwaite^  s  Retrospect. 


ARTICLE  VII. 
Venereal  Affectiwis. 

Gonorrhaa. — Give  acetate  of  potash  in  half  drachm  doses 
every  four  hours.     Even  where  the  disease  has  not  yielded,  it 
has  been  repeatedly  found,  that,  after  a  few  doses  of  copaiba» 
^he  cure  has  been  completed,  and  a  relapse  prevented.     (Mr* 

Hilton,  p,  264.) 
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The  severe  forms  of  gonorrhoea  which  are  so  exceedingly 
obstinate,  are  owing  to  the  inflanamation  spreading  along  we 
entire  canal,  extending  over  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
bladder  itself,  nay,  even,  in  some  cases  to  the  ureters  and 
kidneys;  and  puss  discharged  through  the  urine  is  an  indica- 
tion  of  it.  There  is  no  speciSc  remedy  for  this  form,  but 
when  pus  has  once  appeared  in  the  urine,  the  antiphlogistic 
treatment  must  be  more  strictly  enforced;  and  when  the  in* 
flammatory  symptoms  have  subsided,  then,  and  not  until, 
specific  remedies,  as  balsams  and  cubebs,  may  be  resorted  to. 
(Mr.  W.  Colies,  p.  265.) 

Syphilis, — Surround  the  patient  with  an  atmosphere  of 
mercurial  vapor,  in  a  moist  state,  by  the  following  method : 
Place  the  patient  on  a  chair,  covering  him  with  oiUcloth  lined 
with  flannel,  then  fumigate  him  with  the  bisulphuret  of  mer« 
cui^,  or  the  grey  oxide,  or  binoxide*  The  patient  may  re- 
main in  this  mercurial  atmosphere  for  ten  minutes  or  half  an 
hour.  Let  the  patient  then  repose  in  an  arm  chair  for  a  short 
time,  and  let  him  drink  a  cup  of  warm  decoction  of  guaiacum, 
sweetened  with  syrup  of  sarsaparilla.  (Mr.  Langston  Park- 
er, p.  261.) 

Indurated  Chancre. — M.  Ricord  gives  the  prolo-ioduret  of 
mercury,  but  this  does  not  seem  to  agree  with  patients  in  this 
country,  which  may  be  attributed  to  climate  and  difference  in 
diet.  Ho  says  mercury  must  be  persisted  in  three  or  six 
months  after  the  disease  has  disappeared  to  prevent  a  re- 
lapse. He  uses  fumigations,  also,  much  on  the  same  plan  as 
Mr.  Langston  Parker,  but  thinks  a  spirit-lamp  does  not  give 
out  sufficient  heat.     (p.  i?61.) 

Phagedenic  Chancre. — Iron  is  the  remedy,  its  effects  afc 
most  magical.  It  is  much  used  by  M.  Ricord.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  best  mode  of  giving  it.  Potassio-tartarate  of  iron, 
one  ounce;  water  six  ounces.  Mix.  Two  table-spoonfuls 
three  times  a  day.     (p.  262.) 

Tertiary  Symptoms, — Give  the  iodide  of  potash  in  large  doseSf 
which  will  benefit  when  small  ones  are  of  no  avail.  (Mr.  W. 
Acton,  p.  263.) — Ibid. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  Salts  of  Morphia. 

M  Mialhe,  of  Paris,  is  of  the  opinion  that  Opium,  either  in 
the  shape  of  extractor  tincture,  ought  to  be  entirely  discBfdl- 
ed  from  practice,  as  the  proportion  of  active  principles  in  this 
drug  is  extremely  uncertain,  both  from  natural  causes,  and 
through  aduherations.  He  has  found  that  in  the  various 
kinds  of  opium  of  commerce,  morphia  varies  from  seven 
grains  and  a  half  to  eight  scruples  per  three  ounces  and  a 
half;  or  in  other  words,  from  one-half  to  ten  per  cent.  In 
adulterated  specimens,  namely  in  a  substance  that  merely 
imitated  opium,  he  has  found  only  six  parts  of  morphia  in 
6000.  M.  Mialhe  infers  that  morphia  alone  should  be  used  in 
medicine,  and  ihat  this  principle  should  drive  away  opium,  as 
quinine  has  replaced  bark. — London  Lancet.^  in  ibid. 


ARTICLE  IX. 


Analysis  of  Prairie    Soil* 

Although  not  strictly  professional  in  its  character,  the  fol- 
fowing  paper,  taken  from  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office- Report,  for 
1849-50,  will  be  found  of  interest,  especially  to  those  who  are 
studying  the  influence  of  the  soil  upon  the  health  in  different 
localities.  E. 

(We  insert  with  pleasure  the  following  analysis  of  a  speci- 
men of  prairie  soil,  from  the  farm  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Kennicott,  of 
The  Grove,  111.,  made  by  Prof.  James  V.  Z.  Blaney;  of  Chi- 
cago.) 

The  soil  analyzed  was  taken  from  a  "roll"  of  the  prairie,  at 
or  near  the  summit  of  the  **roir'  or  elevation.  A  sod  two  inch- 
es thick  was  first  removed,  and  the  specimen  then  taken  up 
with  a  spade,  about  6  inches  deep ;  the  central  portion  of 
vhich  was  used  for  the  analysis. 


ininEse  bl^Bck  <oiijff  wbMi  aioi^»  gr^jfUMvl^uk  wIihmIi.V*  I^ 
oiotajEBevf  josBse  ;»hJ!1  l&ib«t^  ruo^i  HuU  lU^  4}lHVi*|.       I 

Afrr4uiai/  Jjtt§l^  vnjis  firs4  m»Je>  na  K4low«  )  A  NVt^iyhiul 
pofftiooot  iJae  :$oAil  vras  Ireaitxl  wilh  t)i;iti)UMl  wtUi^fi  \\\\\\  \\i^\U\- 
ted  Sat  some  time:  then  alloweiUo  ^eule  loruh0  luiuulu  |  {Ua 
water  pouted  off  into  another  vessel,  luul  Hllowtiil  (it  iiiMnl  |o 
deposit  the  pulverulent  matter  wliich  it  halil  ill  iiMii|iuM4iHii. 
This  process  was  continued  unlil  the  \viiiiliiii|^!i  I'ltiiBuil  in  Itnlil 
any  particles  in  suspension.  The  sniuly  iimlUT  h;U|  himI  Ihu 
pulverulent  matter  washed  over  wer«  mwU  (uiWpr-ltil  mh  *♦ 
weighed  filler,  washed,  dried  at  21S'>  F.,  immJ  wrj^h'-d.  'ri»«^ 
filtrates  of  both  were  mixed,  evaporftUid  loilryiM-ao  »>  sil?^", 
and  weighed,  giving  mailer  »oIul>l«  in  cold  v/mtUt  A  »*  (^'O- 
ale  portion  of  ihn  soil,  which  hmJ  <>eefi  #^X|Ki«Ad  (nr  h  hfhH  Unth 
to  a  moderately  dry  air,  wa«  dried  ut  VU'',  hh'i  Oh-'  >^>4/»''"''  * 
trie  moisture  thus  ascertained*  Ttie*e  (ir/A<;^*»*.«  (j*^  vi.  il*'-  ^/i- 
lowing 

Results  of  (fie  MecluiMloal  Ajudtf^u, 

Hygrometric  moMure,  s^>>/ 

Sandy  particles,  <^>^>^ 

Finely  divided  do.  «Wf//^ 

Matter  soluble  in  colrj  •raiv^f,  ^-^V 


Lost  V'^ 


A   separate  aaaV^if   irftf    ittM<b  u    V.^  4,*j^i^^   ^^a\   U^a-^ 
ang  restiltf : 


f* 


*••    ,*#* 
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Analysis  of  the  finely  divided  particles  gave 

Per.  cent. 

Organic  matter  and  combined  water,  10.00 
Matter  insoluble  in  hydrochloric  acid,  say,  sifica,  76.00 
Combined  silica,  (a  trace) 

Alumina,  AJ25 

Sesquioxide  of  iron,  4*25 

Carbonate  of  lime,  1.50 

Magnesia  and  alkalies  together,  2.50 

9S.50 

The  error  in  the  former  analysis  is,  I  think,  in  a  measare, 
due  to  the  fact,  that  the  iron  exists  in  the  sandy  matter  as  a 
protoxide,  probably  in  combination  with  silica ;  heuce,  when 
calculated  as  a  sesquioxide,  it  gives  too  much  by  about  0.40 
per  cent. 

In  the  latter  analysis,  I  presume  that  the  iron  exists  in  the 
form  of  a  protocarbonate.  If  such  be  the  case,  nearly  two 
per  cent  should  be  added,  to  obtain  a  correct  result. 

The  analysis  of  the  soil  as  a  whole,  as  calculated  from  the 
above,  would  give  the  following  as  a  very  close  approximation 
to  the  truth  : 

Hygrometric  water,  3.500 

Organic  maiter  and  combined  water,  8.166 

Silicious  matter  insoluble  in  hydrochloric  acid  77.286 
Silica  combined,  0.328 

Alumina,  2.880 

Sesquioxide  of  iron,  3.45S 

Carbonate  of  lime,  1.094 

Mnttcr  soluble  in  cold  water,  (not  examined)  1.000 

Magnesia  and  alkalies,  (not  separated)  2.369 


100,081 

Had  a  little  more  lime  been  allowed  to  me,  I  would  have 
ascertained  with  accuracy  the  amount  of  alkalies,  and  also  in 
what  slate  of  combination  they  exist,  as  carbonates,  sulphates, 
or  silicates.  I  would  also  have  critically  examined  the  organ- 
ic matter,  and  tested  for  the  presence  of  phosphates.  I  have 
ascertained  that  nitrogen  is  present  in  the  organic  matter,  as 
ammonia  is  evolved  at  a  high  temperature. 

For  the  absorbent  power  of  the  soil,  I  find  that  a  specimen, 
which  had  been  exposed  for  some  time  to  dry  air,  when  ex- 
posed 48  hours  over  water  at  60©  F.,  gains  3  per  cent,  of  wa- 
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ter  by  capillary  absorption.    Another  portion,  of  the  same  de- 

free  of  dryness,  exposed  in  vacuo  over  sulphuric  acid  at  C0«» 
'.,  lost,  in  48  hours,  3.20  per  cent,  of  water,  by  cvaporaliou 
into  a  perfectly  dry  atmosphere. 

The  difference  in  the  amount  of  water  retained  by  cnpilhiry 
attraction,  in  an  atmosphere  saturated  at  GO©  F.,  and  Iniit  in 
perfectly  dry  air  at  the  same  temperature,  may  be  slated  ut 
6.20  percent* 


■kM^ii^i^b 


ARTICLE  X. 

New  Method  of  Operativg  for  the  Radical  Cure   of  iNguinal 

Hernia.     By  M.  Varette. 

In  a  note  to  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences,  by  M.  Va- 
rette, which  was  referred  to  a  select  commission,  composed  of 
Messrs.  Velpeau  and  Lallemand^  we  find  the  following  con- 
cerning the  radical  cure  of  inguinal  hernia  :    . 

•*  I  had  the  honor,"  said  M.  Varette,  *•  to  address  to  the 
Academy,  in  May  and  November  of  1849,  some  observations 
on  the  radical  cure  of  inguinal  hernia,  obtamed  by  a  method 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  novel.  I  have  not  yet  sufficient 
facts  to  treat  of  the  matter  in  all  its  details ;  nevertheless,  I 
hope  the  Academy  will  receive  the  announcement  of  an  ope- 
ration which  I  have  conceived  for  the  cure  of  an  affection, 
which  has  as  yet  defied  all  the  resources  of  art.  This  opera- 
tion consists — firstly,  in  folding  about  the  whole  extent  of  the 
inguinal  canal,  and  even  beyond  it,  a  tegumentary  pluff ;  sec- 
ondly, in  retaining  it  in  sitUy  for  a  sufhcient  length  of  time ; 
and,  thirdly,  in  obtaining  by  means  of  cauterization,  solid  ad- 
hesions over  a  large  surface." 

M.  Varette  then  gives  a  description  of  an  apparatus  for  op- 
eration, the  engraving  representing  which  is  not  given  by  the 
Academy  in  its  transactions,  and  consequently  we  should  be 
unable  to  convey  its  merits  fully  by  description.  It  is  enough 
to  say,  however,  that,  the  hernia  being  reduced,  and  the  sur- 
geon with  his  index  finger,  having  pushed  into  the  canal,  a  spe- 
cies of  blunt  tampon  of  the  neighboring  integuments,  a  part  of 
the  apparatus  alluded  to,  acts  as  a  finger,  in  maintaining  the 
tampon  in  place,  and  pressing  it  strongly  against  the  anterior 
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wall  of  the  canal — its  point  of  support  being  another  piece, 
which  to  a  certain  extent  represents  the  thumb  of  the  opera- 
tor. This  second  piece  is  metalic  and  moves  at  pleasure  to 
the  middle  of  the  nrst,  which  is  composed  of  wood.  This  is 
hollowed  out  with  a  curved  canal>  in  which  plays,  like  a  trocar 
in  its  sheath,  an  armed  needle,  which  when  pushed  out,  op- 
poses itself  very  easily  to  the  retrograde  action  of  the  tampon 
in  the  canal.  The  metalic  piece,  instead  of  being  smooth, 
is  grooved  in  the  centre,  so  as  to  permit  the  application  of  caus- 
tic to  produce  a  slough.  This  cauterization,  performed  by 
means  of  the  chloride  of  zinc,  is  applied  sufficiently  extensive- 
ly to  include  the  thickness  of  the  anterior  wall  of  the  inguinal 
canal,  and  that  portion  of  the  plug  which  is  in  contact  with  it. 

When  the  slough  was  healed,  strong  adhesions  will  have 
been  performed  between  those  portions  of  the  ping,  and  of  the 
canal  subjected  to  cauterization.  The  apparatus  is  removed, 
when  the  slough  falls  off  (from  the  seventh  to  the  tenth  day) 
the  sore  heals  rapidly,  and  the  nodular  tissue  adds  force  to  the 
adhesions  sought  for. 

'•  I  have  performed  this  operation,"  continues  M.  Varette, 
*«  on  five  patients  in  my  wards,  and  I  may  affirm  it  so  easily 
done,  and  so  free  from  danger  as  to  astonish  the  many  students 
who  have  observed  my  operations.  In  fine,  its  efficacy  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  certain.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  publish  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  cases,  to  convince  the  minds  of  those  who 
may  read  them.  By  that  time,  my  method  will  probably  have 
excited  some  prejudice  against  it ;  but  this  will  fall  before  the 
force  of  the  facts.  What  I  have  seen  authorizes  me  to  pro- 
nounce without  hesitation,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  surgeon  will  radically  cure  a  disease,  which  is  at  present 
treated  only  with  palliatives." 

We  think  that  the  operation  of  M.  Varette  merits  careful 
notice  on  the  part  of  the  profession,  though  the  principle  upon 
which  it  is  based  is  not  new,  and  it  is  somewhat  similar  to  the 
radical  cure  of  varicocele  by  amputation  of  a  portion  of  the 
scrotum. — Philadelphia  Ln*ncet. 
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\RTrCLR  \l. 

On  the  Treatmrntof  Brtmchoctle  fcy  C^»m|ifr*w\Hi%     Hv  \Vm»  T. 

DWIOHT,  M.  D%,  of  Alo:5t^>\V|  N%  Y% 

Ahhough  Goitre  is  by  iw>  Qioant  t^)mmon«  vol  il  i*  \\o\  n^y 
rare  io  some  districts  ol  our  country  ttt  not  In  m|nitT«  aMph 
tion. 

Many  cases  were  brought  umler  my  noiirn  wlirn  ttxiinp  h««l 
become  the  fashiouablo  rcmcdv*  luid  my  pnlirntf)  \%tip  rid- 
vised  in  regard  to  its  use.  All  the  prrcnutionii  Wrrf?  trtknn  •«» 
have  them  guarded  from  tho  eflectii  of  imprndrni  n^f>  f^f  tln«i 
medicine,  yet,  more  than  once,  I  wa«  f<irnrd  to  \vitnni»«i  di<i- 
tress  for  breath,  and  palpitation  of  tho  hi^nrf,  which  t  could  at- 
tribute to  nothing  but  the  Iodine,  and  thin  tcio«  before  thrre 
was  any  sensible  diminution  of  the  deformity*  If  waa  fonndi 
moreover,  that  this  was  an  evil  to  be  oxpectrdi  n«i  nriidencjff  »« 
not  common  at  the  age  of  pattentu  of  \h\§  clnnn,  under  fiiirjh 
circumstances,  it  was  desirable  to  look  abotit  for  n  t^nfrr  rf*tth' 
edy,  and  it  was  determined  to  try  prcf«i»ufe«  To  prrKhiff?  »nf- 
ficient  pressure  without  impeding  re<«piraf  ion,  rew;rt  wa*  hn#l  to 
the  following  mode  of  proceeding: 

Three  straps  of  good  glazed  brown  rambrio  w^e  nfffml 
with  Emp.  OI.  Lioi  cum  IMamb*  Urm*  Vil«  Oxf/iiH*  ea^;h  of 
half  tbjB  width  of  the  tuooor,  and  of  l^^gth  sofficient  to  t^mh 
from  the  lower  edge  of  the  scapula  of  one  m4\e  ot^liqryely  ipp 
the  opposite  side  of  the  neck  and  acro<i*  the  lower  pftft  m  the 
tumor,  passing  thence  onward  in  retnm  to  ihe  i»pwffr/l  fhrec- 
lion  down  to  the  lower  edge  of  oppo^le  acapnia,  crrt^\f>i^  Jiko 
suspenders.  The  strap  ia  drawn  anite  lligbtSy,  prM'Viin?  v^- 
rv  considerable  inrjjesetiCe  of  the  r>loo<l  7e?^k  ^(  *b^  f^^. 
The  palieol  will  sbrzg  np  hh  ^hnnMers  5>f  a  {"iw  mir^'^^^-?  ii^ 
til  tbe  Tbrrrad  veaeU  ?)ecoiii«^  cnmor**^**/!!  f»>tfi^*«ntiy  to  «?>- 
able  him  to  breathe  oooie  cotnfiMtaWyr  ^»>^  the  coonten^in^a  «- 
somes  its  oasanil  appeacuxee.  Fiipe  acuivotes  i»a^  tb^  r>m^ 
ordioaxilj  fie«{XL£»L  TlKt  secnoci  §ir3»p  isi  th^m  fimmed  «r>  the 
suiie  mannrr  aczoas  :iK  Joper  pan,  :rDai>  ha4f  di^  incH.  to  9» 
kicfa^  fircoidbe  iotr  ■■■■iriii^ja:bec«CTiiiirtBwrri»ofth«  zmmK. 
lodk  aa  Scaisdi  ac  oeckr  -sa^  at  UMaor  or  mamMn  tHhd  :orm. 
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This  strap  is  drawn  as  tightly  as  the  first.  Afier  waiting  un- 
til the  countenance  allows  a  new  application,  the  tbird  strap 
is  put  on  in  the  same  manner  over  the  immediate  space  in  like 
fashion.  « 

Ordinarily  the  y>lasters  will  adhere  in  cool  weather  from  ten 
days  to  a  fortnight,  when,  becoming  loose  and  non-adherent, 
they  ought  to  be  removed.  If  the  pressure  has  been  well  ap- 
plied, the  tumor  will  be  found  to  have  become  slightly  less, 
the  skin  somewhat  reddened  and  tender.  In  "such  case  it  is 
prudent  to  wail  until  it  assumes  its  natural  appearance  befi^re 
a  new  application  of  the  plasters. 

The  first  application  has  in  one  case  been  sofhcient,  but  the 
average  has  been  as  high  as  four  times  in  each  case.  When 
the  Bronchocele  has  become  diminished  to  half  its  size  at  the 
time  of  its  first  application,  it  will  continue  to  disappear  with- 
out further  care.  The  success  which  has  attended  this  treat- 
ment is  such  as  to  warrant  confidence.  In  twenty  cases  there 
has  been  no  fliilure.  In  the  first  four,  Iodine  was  used  in  con- 
junction with  the  plasters,  and  in  the  twelfth  it  was  used  an- 
tecedently for  several  weeks  without  diminuation  of  the  dis- 
ease. In  these  cases  the  progress  was  no  more  rapid  than 
when  no  Iodine  was  used.  In  two  of  the  cases  the  disease 
returned  at  the  end  of  two  years  each,  baton  a  new  applica- 
tion of  the  straps  was  immediately  overcome,  and  although 
ten  years  have  elapsed  since  the  last  application,  all  is  as  well 
as  though  there  had  never  been  any  deformity.  It  is  proper 
to  add,  also,  that  in  both  of  these  cases  Iodine  was  freely  ta- 
ken as  well  as  pressure  used  at  the  commencement. — Buffalo 
Medical  Journal. 

Moscow,  Dec,  1850. 


ARTICLE  Xir. 

Cholera  at  Jamaca. 

The  city  of  Kingston  is  Wald  to  have  lost  not  fewer  than 
5,000  inhabitants  by  the  cholera.  The  scourge  was  beginning 
to  slacken  at  the  last  accounts.  The  Kmgston  JonrnnI  says : 
It  has  appeared  at  Radner,  a  properly  3,000  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  and  the  finest  climate  known  on  the  face  of 
creation ;  and  it  has  touched  similar  altitudes  in  the  parishes 
f  Port  Royal  and  St.  Andrew.     It  has  been  frightfully  ma- 


at  GbarioUenborg,  Chester  Vale,  Nevtom  «i^  ^^oWr  y^Mpev^ 
"  ntuated  at  an  aiutiMie  Ubai  bu  }l)lheltK^  ^MmvI  H*N:'»)r 
. — ScalpeL 


ARTICLE   Xllt. 

Amarieam  Meikol  AnoeMm^ 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  leque^it  all  jmoic^k'a  an\( 
other  institutions  authorized  to  send  dolegatc«»  to  Iv^rwAtxt  a 
correct  list  of  those  selected  to  attend  the  next  annual  mottl- 
ing, to  the  Secretaryt  Dr.  H.  W.  De&iussurri  at  OharloikUui» 
8*  C.f  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  ApriK 

In  consequence  of  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Stilloi  one  of  the 
Secretaries,  from  ill  health,  all  communications  iiUrndrd  t\^ 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Associatbn  must  bo  addrrsseil  to  the 
remaining  Secretary,  Dr.  IL  W.  DeSaussuro»  Charleston, 
South  Carolina. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  As* 
aociation  will  be  held  at  Charleston,  S.  C.»  on  the  1st  Tuesday 
of  May  next. 

Editors  of  Medical  Journals  will  please  give  the  above  no- 
tice an  early  insertion  in  their  respective  journals.— -CAaWe«l#ii 
Medical  Journal* 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

Collodion  in  ErynpeUu.    A  Singular  Coincidence. 

In  the  December  number  of  this  Journal,  we  noticed  the 
successful  treatment  of  a  case  of  Erysipelas  by  the  applica* 
tkm  of  CoUodion,  the  report  of  which,  with  that  of  four  oth- 
«r  cases  was  published  m  the  Lancet  of  January.  We  have 
since  that  time  employed  this  agent  in  very  many  instances, 
«nd  with  the  most  prompt  and  flattering  results. 
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In  the  Eclectic  Department  of  tlus  Number,  our  readerv 
will  find  a  paper  from  the  London  Lancet  of  Decembery  re- 
porting the  use  of  Collodion  in  the  same  affection  by  the  well 
known  Surgeon,  Mr.  Luke.  It  is  somewhat  aingulary  that 
probably  about  the  same  time,  and  with  the  same  intentions, 
the  Collodion  was  employed  by  us  both.  And  the  coincidence 
is  the  more  remarkable,  that  the  great  similarity  of  expres- 
sion and  pathological  deductions,  might  lead  some  to  suppose 
that  we  were  in  telegraphic  communication  with  Mr.  Pete,  the 
Reporter  of  the  London  Hospital.— AfonAem  Lancet  for  Feb- 
ruary, 1861. 

We  quote  the  above  to  give  our  readers  another  illastration 
of  the  intensity  with  which  the  Medical  public,  in  this  country, 
keep  their  eyes  fixed  upon  the  East ;  scarcely  surpassed  by 
the  superstitious  devotions  of  the  Arabs  towards  Mecca* 

By  reference  to  the  filea  of  our  Journal  il  will  be  found 
that  just  one  year  before  the  publication  of  the  article  above 
referred  to,  in  the  London  Lancet,  Dr.  J.  W.  Freer,  (now 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  Rush  Medical  College)  published 
the  result  of  a  number  of  cases  of  Erysipelas,  which  had  been 
treated  by  the  Application  of  Collodion  ;  his  use  of  it  com- 
mencing  eight  months  previously  to  the  publication.  His 
reasoning  was  the  same  as  Mr-  Luke's.  It  is  a  remarkable 
coincidence  that  Dr.  John  Snow  of  London,  reported  the  same 
treatment  in  the  ^London  Lancet,  April  29th,  1860 ;  just  four 
months  after  the  article  of  Dr.  Freer  was  given  to  the  public 
incur  Journal.  We  are  not  apprized  of  the  precise  length  of 
time  it  takes  our  Journals  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  but  should 
think  it  ought  not  to  be  over  four  months*  £. 

*8ee  Braithwiite'f  Betroipect  of  Jily  ISSt. 


ARTICLE  I.  * 

VALBDICTORT. 

With  this  number  ceases  the  editorial  coooecdon;  of  the  un* 
deraigned  with  thd  N*  W.  Medical  aid  Sorgical  Joiinial.  In 
parting  with  those  wbom  be  has  been  so  long  accnslointd  to 
address  and  frona  many  of  whom  he  has  received  such  do* 
merons  tokens  of  good  will  and  friendship  the  editor  feele 
tbat  he  would  be  dereUot>  in  dutj  were  he  to  dissoWe  tbis- 
connection  witboiit  signifjring  bis  sense  of  obligMea  to  those 
of  his  friends  who*  have  faAforaUy  regarded  hie  labors  in  be<^ 
half  of  the  profession. 

It  is  notnecesaary  to  enter  into  the  history  of  this^  Jomnal 
under  the  management  of  the  present  editors,  further  than  to 
observe,  that  when  they  undertook  to  conduct  it,  it  labored 
under  very  considerable  embarrassment.  From  that  embar* 
rassment  the  profession  generously  stepped  forward  and  re- 
lieved it ;  thus  placing  it  in  a  poaitioa  to  render  more  effective 
aid  in  the  cause  of  medical  science.  In  dissolving  his  con- 
nection with  it,  the  subscriber  is  deeply  gratified  in  being 
able  to  assert  tbat  the  Journal  is  mere  -prospenwe'  than  at  any 
former  period  of  itaesistence.  How  far  biaiowiir  eflbrts  have 
coQtribated  to  biiiq;  this  about*  it  does  not  beoeme  the  iiadm^ 
signed  to  say.  It  is  enough  for  him  to  know  that  he  baa*  re^ 
ta(bed  the  good  wilk  and  coofidoQce  of  hie  ^  eGneUent  and 
esteemed  colleagae^'— for  wiiesei  friendeWp  he^- ceit  never  bis^ 
sufficiently  grateftilr->-eodt  a»  be^  bsKevai^'  thei  respeoC  of'» 
great  majority  of  those  for  whose  benefit  hie  editorial  labore" 
have  been  performed. 

Whatever  of  good  wiU  or  friendbhlp  faoHP  beev  nnmilested 
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towards  the  writer,  during  his  editorial  career,  he  takes  pleas- 
ure in  bespeaking  a  continuance  of  it  to  the  senior  editor, 
whose  labors  in  behalf  of  medical  science  render  him  worthy 
the  esteem  of  every  true  son  of  iEsculapius ;  and  certainly 
there  is  no  one  who  more  heartily  than  the  undersigned,  wish- 
es him  brilliant  success  m  his  future  editorial  career. 

Amongst  those  who  are  and  have  been  readers  of  this  Jour- 
nal, the  writer  numbers  many  warm  and  personal  friends^ 
whose  ''old  familiar  faces,"  he  will  in  all  human  probability 
never  be  again  privileged  to  see.  He  begs  to  assure  them 
that  he  will  carry  with  him  to  his  new  home  on  the  Pacific  a 
most  grateful  appreciation  of  their  kindness  and  partiality. 
And  to  them  as  well  as  to  those  who  without  personal  acquain- 
tance have  manifested  a  generous  interest  in  our  enterprise, 
the  writer  in  bidding  them  farewell,  desires  to  reiterate  his  as- 
surance of  respect  and  esteem,  and  his  sincere  wishes  for 
their  future  prosperity  and  happiness. 

February  16,  1851.  Edwin  G.  Mkek. 


ARTICLE  II. 

ILLINOIS   OBRERAL   HOSPITAL. 

This  institution  has  now  been  open  for  the  reception  of  pa- 
tients since  November.  The  project  of  opening  it  in  the  Tip- 
picanoe  Hall,  was  abandoned  and  the  Lake  House  was  se- 
cured in  its  stead. 

This  establishment  known  throughout  the  North  West  as  one 
of  the  largest  and  finest  tavern  edifices  in  the  western  coun- 
try, will  afibrd  ample  room  and  admirable  conveniences  for  the 
care  of  SOO  patients. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  by  which  the  '^Sisters  of 
Mercy"  have  the  care  of  the  Institutioni  who  took  chaise  of 
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it  in  February  ult.  The  admirable  neatness  and  air  of  com- 
fort that  are  everywhere  manifest  in  the  Institution  prove  the 
wisdom  of  their  appointment. 

The  Physicians  and  Surgeons  that  have  been  appointed  are 
D.  Brainard,  M.  D.,  Surgeon;  N.  S.  Davis,  M.  D.,  and  Levi 
D.  Boone,  M.  D.,  Physicians ;  John  Evans,  M.  D.,  Physician 
to  treat  diseases  of  females. 

Other  appointments  it  is  understood  will  be  made  in  a  few 
days. 

The  institution  has  the  care  of  the  sick  paupers  of  the  coun- 
try who  are  suitable  objects  of  hospital  treatment,  and  also  of 
the  marine  patients,  until  the  Marine  Hospital  shall  be  opened 
for  their  reception. 

We  would  advise  our  readers  in  Illinois  that  by  the  law  es- 
tablishing the  Institution,  (which  may  be  found  in  the  acts  of 
the  extra  session  of  1S49)  the  county  boards  of  each  county 
in  the  State,  are  authorized  to  send  patients  to  the  Institution 
at  county  charge,  which  will  enable  them  to  put  under  the 
treatment  of  the  Institution  any  cases  that  may  be  thought  ad« 
visable.  The  price  of  admission  to  such  patients,  including 
board,  medical  treatment,  &c.,  has  been  fixed  at  $2,60  per 
week. 

Private  patients  can  have  separate  apartments,  and  will  be 
received  at  prices  varying  according  to  the  accommodations 
at  from  $2,50  to  $4,00  per  week. 

Our  friends  may  rest  assured  that  patients  whom  they  may 
send  to  the  Hospital  will  receive  every  necessary  attention 
and  comfort. 

Our  readers,  too,  may  expect  regular  reports  of  clinical  lec- 
tures, and  interesting  cases  in  the  Journal. 

Students  are  admitted  to  witness  practice  in  the  wards. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

MBDICAL   SOCISTIBS. 

Winmhago  County  McdiecU  Society. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  this  coun- 
ty,  at  Ilockford,  on  the  30th  day  of  January  1851,  pursuant 
to  former  notice  it  was  resolved  to  form  a  County  Medical 
Society.  After  the  appointmentt  and  report  of  a  Committee, 
a  Constitution,  By-Laws,  and  a  Code  of  Medical  Ethics  was 
adopted.  The  Society  is  to  be  called  the  '*  Winnebago  Coun- 
ty Medical  Society."  The  officers  are  a  President,  two  Vice 
Presidents,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  a  Board  of  Censors. 

It  is  made  auxiliary  to  the  State  Medical  Society,  of  this 
State.  It  is  to  hold  its  annual  meetings  at  Rockford  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  April  of  each  year,  and  quarterly  meetings 
on  the  first  Tuesdays  of  July,  October,  and  January,  at  a 
place  to  be  chosen  at  the  previous  meeting,  at  which  meetings 
Physicians  of  other  counties  are  invited  to  be  present.  Two 
members  of  the  society  are  appointed  at  each  meeting  to  de- 
liver dissertations  at  the  next  meeting,  the  persons  appointed, 
and  the  subject  chosen  l)y  the  President.  Di.  Andrews  was 
appointed  to  speak  on  Typhoid  Fever,  and  Dr.  Ames  on  con- 
tagion. The  President  is  also  to  deliver  an  address  at  each 
annual  meeting. 

The  officers  elected  were  as  loUows :  Dr.  Wm.  Lyman, 
President,  Drs.  Lucius  Clark,  and  A.  E.  Ames,  Vice  Presi- 
dents, Dr.  J.  Blount,  Secretary,  Dr.  N.  S.  Andrews,  Treasur- 
er, and  Drs.  Charles  Richings,  G.  P.  Ranson,  and  S.  Clark> 
the  Board  of  Censors.  Adjourned  till  Tuesday,  the  first  day 
of  April  at  Rockford,  HI. 

J.  Blount,  Sec. 
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Stark  Ctmmty  Medical  Society. 

We  hav^  a  Socaenr  in  die  tMrA  ^-ear  of  its  exisitence,  called 
eke  &tmxk  CoBsnr  Medical  Societ^^  wlucli  «ieeta  ^eaiterly  at 
Toolozk    Tke  ofiioen  we  Dr.  J.  W^  S^pl^i^g  l^resident, 

Dx. Pinney,  Vice  PxmidenU  Dr.  H*  Nance,  Secretar5\ 

Drs.  J.  G.  Qaiian,  Tbo&  Smith,  ainl  Wm«  Chambeilain,  Oen- 


Yours  respectfully, 

John  W.  SPAtbnm. 

ITeffeni  Medical  Sodefy  ef  At  StOJtt  tf  WiHtmmn. 

A  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  spirited  As80cialion,held 
Dec  3d.  1860,  has  been  forwarded  to  us  by  the  atiet^lion  of  th^ 
Secretary,  Dr.  G«  D.  Wilber,  from  which  we  make  the  follow- 
ing extracts  : 

The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year arei  **  A.  P.  Ladd* 
Sfaollsburgb,  President;  H.  Van  Dusen,  Mineral  Point,  Vice 
President ;  O.  D.  Wilber,  Mineral  Point,  Rec.  Secretary  $  T . 
IL  Kibbe,  Hazle  Green,  Con  Secretary  |  J.  8.  Russell,  Plat- 
terville.  Treasurer;  G.  W.  Easlmun,  PlatlBSville,  ().  D.  Wil- 
ber, Mineral  Point,  and  A.  Sampson.  Fair  Play,  Censors. 

H.  Van  Dusen,  J.  S.  Russell,  and  T.  R.  Kibbo  were  cho- 
sen by  ballot  to  represent  this,  in  the  State  Medical  Bfioietyi 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Reports  of  standing  committees  being  in  orderi  only  one 
was  presented,  and  that  by  Dr.  Will^er  •*0n  llie  dottdlllmi  of 
the  Medical  Profession  in  this  District/*  By  this  rifport  it 
appears  that  there  are  upwards  of  sixty  persmii  ertg^jt^f'd  ?rf 
practicing  medicine  in  the  counties  of  Iowa,  (itnuU  d^'l  '>4- 
fayette  ;  and  of  this  number  only  twelve  «re  grttdo^tei*,  or  httref 
the  title  of  Df»cfor.  It  isthe  tnieniioo  of  the  society  Itf  piAf- 
lish  the  names  of  the  regular  pr^^'titi/wwrs,  and  ({ntU^  f<^«f- 
ding  in  the  three  mentioned  cfmntic^f  ini}te  pfiblio  pfiMfi  ffffh^, 
district* 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

PROFESSOR  HBRRICK's  VALBDICTORT  ADDRSSS  TO   THB    GRA^ 
UATINO' CLASS  IN    HUSH    MBDlOAL  COLLBGB. 

We  have  received  a  copy  of  this  appropriate  and  well 
written  lecture,  through  the  attention  of  the  Publishing  Com- 
mittee of  the  class.  As  we  were  present  in  the  crowded  as- 
sembly that  listened  to  it»  we  can  not  only  testify  to  the  beauty 
of  its  style  and  sentiment,  but  also  to  the  happy  and  eSectlve 
manner  of  its  delivery. 

The  claims  of  medicine  are  briefly  urged,  the  inconsis- 
tencies of  pretenders  referred  to,  and  the  graduates  pointed  to 
the  rich  field  open  before  them  for  cultivation.  In  the  closing 
paragraph  is  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  N.  C.  Wells,  one  of 
the  students  whose  funeral  had  been  attended  the  day  beforet 
reminding  the  class  that  ^'the  wreath  about  to  ornament  the 
brows  of  many  here  present,  is  on  this  occasion,  constituted 
with  twigs  of  the  laurel  mingled  with  those  of  the  cypress  !'" 


ARTICLE  V. 

AMERICAN    MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

The  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  this  National  Medical  As- 
sembly is  drawing  near,  and  by  the  time  of  our  next  issue  of 
the  Journal,  Delegates  will  be  wending  their  way  to  Charles- 
ton, S.  C. 

We  hope  our  State  will  be  fully  represented  by  delegates 
from  her  various  medical  societies. 

There  is  now  no  time  to  be  lost  in  preparation  for  sending 
representatives  by  those  bodies  that  have  not  already  made  ap- 
pointments. 


t 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

NBW   MEDICAL   JOURNALS. 

The  Philadelphia  LanceU 

We  are  in  the  receipt  of  this  new  candidate  for  public  iavor 
which  is  published  semi-monthly  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
at  one  dollar  per  annum,  and  is  edited  by  Thomas  Dunn 
English  M.  D. 

'  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  newspaper  and  contains  much  practi- 
cal information,  being  filled  with  clinical  lectures,  original 
communications,  and  editorial  articles.  It  appears  to  be  con- 
ducted with  spirit  and  ability,  and  we  hope  it  will  have  a  long 
and  prosperous  career. 

The  Stethoscope. 

We  observe  by  our  exchanges  that  a  new  Medical  Journal 
called  **  The  Stethoscope"  has  been  issued  by  Dr.  Gooch, 
Editor^  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  but  not  having  seen  a  copy  we 
are  unable  to  speak  of  its  character  or  appearance. 

It  would  seem  to  us  that  the  Great  State  of  Virginia  ought 
to  have  and  support  at  least  one  good  medical  periodical. 


ARTICLE  Vir. 

MISCELLANEOUS    MEDICAL     INTELLIOENCB. 

The  distinguished  Surgeon,  B.  W.  Dudley,  M.  D.,  of  Lex- 
ington, Kentucky,  is  afflicted  with  irritability  of  the  eyes, 
which  prevents  a  continuation  of  his  Surgical  Memoin  in  the 
Transylvania  Medical  Journal. 

There  were  100  students  in  attendance  upon  the  first  course 
of  lectures  in  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine. 
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There  were  644  deaths  from  cholera  in  New  Orleans,  be- 
tween November  1st  and  December  23,  1850,  from  which 
time  it  entirelj^  disappeared.  ^ 

From  June  to  November,  1860  inclusive,  there  were  10,928 
admissions  into  the  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  and  818 
deaths.  A  little  less  than  eight  per  cent,  of  the  deaths,  162, 
were  from  cholera. 

The  Editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Dental  Science,  es- 
timates that  there  are  6,600  ounces  of  gold  used  for  filling 
teeth  in  the  United  States  annually  worth  $198,000. 

There  were  202  students  in  attendance  at  the  Cleveland 
Medical  School  the  past  winter,  about  25  per  cent  less  than 
last  year.  So  far  as  we  can  learn  there  has  been  a  great  falling 
off  of  the  number  of  students  generally,  probably  owing  to 
the  influence  of  the  California  emigration. 

Medical  students  have  increased  very  much  in  Paris  and 
London. 

A  boy  nine  years  old,  says  the  Provincial  Journal^  swal- 
lowed a  silk  handkerchief,  a  foot  square,  and  passed  it  by  the 
bowels  three  days  after,  perfect  in  every  respect,  except  being 
soiled.     The  boy  sufiered  no  injury  from  being  "wiped  out.* 

Dr.  A.  Stille,  of  Philadelphia,  is  travelling  in  Europe  for 
his  health.  He  has  resigned  the  post  of  Secretary  of  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  which  he  has  filled  with  ability  for 
several  years.  Dr.  H.  W.  De  Sausseur,  of  Charleston,  S.  C, 
is  the  Secretary,  to  whom  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  office 
should  be  directed. 

Measels  and  hooping  cough  have  been  quite  prevalent  in 
Chicago  during  the  winter  just  passed. 

Th^  demand  for  cod  liver  oil  seems  to  be  on  the  incregse, 
indicating  its  more  general  employment. 

There  were  about  1600  students  in  Philadelphia  during  the 
past  winter  and  700  in  New  York. 
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Professor  Wbite,  of  Buflfalo,  has  gone  to  Europe  on  bosi* 
ness  connected  wUh  the  Bufl&lo  Medical  College. 

Professor  Howard,  of  Cokmbss,  Ohio,  is  also  to  start  in  a 
few  days. 

The  Homceopaths  have  instituted  a  Hospital  in  London. 
The  cholera  is  reported  to  be  prevailing  on  the  Ohio  Riven 

A  census  of  the  Physicians  of  Erie  County,  New  York,  has 
been  taken  by  the  County  Medical  Society ;  there  are  seventy- 
nine.  Twenty  are  members  of  the  Society.  Six  are  reported 
graduates  but  not  members.  Ten  are  neither  gradutes  nor 
licentiates,  but  are  respectable  practitioners.  Thirteen  pro- 
fess to  be  regular  but  are  the  veriest  quacks.  Four  practice 
Homoeopathy,  Allopathy,  or  any  thing  else  to  get  business. 
Two  are  "simon  pure"  Homoeopaths.  Four  are  Seroscopists. 
There  are  ignorant  females  pretending  to  general  practice. 
Five  Eclectics,  and  ten  are  Botanic,  Thorn  sonian  or  Herb 
Doctors. 

The  New  York  Register  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  pub- 
lishes a  table  of  the  mortality  of  the  City  of  New  York  for 
J850,  by  which  it  appears  there  were  16,854  deaths.  The 
largest  number  of  deaths  from  anyone  disease  was  from  con- 
sumption, it  being  1801.  The  proportions  from  some  of  the 
other  diseases  is  remarkable.  It  was  from  convulsions,  1280. 
From  Inflammation  of  the  Lungs,  922.  From  Dysentery,  786. 
From  Dropsy  in  the  Head,  729.  From  Marasmus,  729.  From 
dholera  Infantum,  717.  From  Apoplexy,  561.  And  from 
Cholera,  only  47.  The  number  of  deaths  for  1847,  was  16,- 
499 ;  for  1848  it  was  15,919,  and  for  1849,  when  the  Cholera 
was  epidemic,  it  was  23,785. 

Mr.  Haslem,  of  Boston,  has  invented  and  manufactured  a 
new  vaginal  speculum  made  of  glass,  covered  with  silver  on 
the  outside  and  the  silvering  protected  by  a  <:oai  of  gutta  per- 
cha.  Its  advantage  is  that  the  mirror  formed  reflects  the  light 
better  than  any  heretofore  in  use. 
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Mr.  J.  P.  Cook  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry 
in  Harvard  University  in  place  of  Professor  Horsford. 

The  dumber  of  deaths  in  Boston  in  the  year  1850,  was 
3,667. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

OBITUARY. 

Died  in  Chicago,  February  18,  of  Typhoid  Fever,  Mr.  N. 
C.  Wells,  Medical  Student  in  Rush  Medical  College,  from 
Hancock  County,  Illinois.  Mr.  Wells  had  earned  a  good  rep- 
utation as  a  student  and  gentleman  amongst  bis  acquaintances 
in  this  city. 

Died  in  Paris,  December  15,  1850,  IL>yer  Collard,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Hygiene,  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

IMPORTANT   ERRATUM. 

Dr.  B.  Woodward,  of  Sharon,  Illinois,  calls  our  attention  to 
the  error  in  the  formula,  at  the  close  of  Dr.  Nelligau's  article 
on  the  treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  published  in  No.  4, 
of  this  volume,  page  243.  The  water  should  have  been  put 
f.  ^  ss  instead  of  f.  3  ss. 

We  should  think  the  dose  of  arsenic  full  large,  even  after 
this  correction,  as  the  dose  given  wonld  contain  about  one- 
fourth  of  a  grain  of  arsenic.  Better  begin  with  a  tea-spoonful 
than  a  desert-spoonful. 
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»''     FRESH  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES ! 

S.  SAWYER, 


124  LAKE  STREET,  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS, 

Havinn^  received  recently  a  fresh  Stock,  now  offers  for  sulo  an  aiif«i»rl« 
ment  the  most  complete  in  this  business,  consistin/;^  of 

Drugs f  Medicines,  Paints,  Oils,  Glass-TVare,  French  Chemicals 

Perfumery,  ^'c,  ^'c. 

Physicians  and  conntry  dealers  can  now  be  8ap])liGd  with  all  articlt»s  in 
the  above  line  for  cash,  on  as  ^ood  terms  as  in  eastern  cities,  cxchaii^o 
freight,  dec,  being  taken  into  account.     All  who  may  favor  us  with  th  « 
orders  may  rely  upon  having  them  filled  in  a  manner  that  cannot  fail  to 
give  entire  satisfaction,  both  as  to  quality  of  article  and  prices. 

Powdered  jalap,  ipecac,  rhubarb,  calomel,  blue  mass,  qTiininc,  and  nil 
other  preparations  on  which  the  ])hysician  depends  in  the  treatment  o 
diseases,  will  always  be  furnished  in  their  pure  and  unadulterated  stati*. 


NE¥  DRUG  STORE ! 

H.  BOWMAN,  &  Co,  133  Lake  street 

WHOI.ESALE  Ain>  RETAIL  BEALEB8  IN 

DRUGS,  CHEMICALS,  SURGICAL  AND  DENTAL 
INSTRUMENTS,  DRUGGISTS'  GLASS  WARE,    &c., 

Would  inform  tho  Pnblic  thattlicy  are  now  proparod  to  fizniihli  Ph\'8iciRna  Studouta 
and  oChcra  with  every  tbiug  in  tbeiV  Hue  on  as  roasunnblc  terms  as  any  house  in  tlio 
Went. 

Our  Dmgshavc  been  eclectcd  with  strict  reference  to  their  purity  and  quiility,  tbey 
are  fresh,  and  niav  be  fully  relied  on. 

PUKECHEXilCALS,  French  and  Enfl^lish,  a  large  assortment  constantly  on  haad. 

INSTRUMKXT.'*,  Pocket,  Dissectiuir.  Tooth,  *r.,  a  larsre  vnrioty 

t-S^  Orders  faithfully  oxcruted.    Anything'  uusntisfnctor}*  as  to  piiceur  qualik\-, 
bo  rotoraed.    Goods  carefully  tracked  for  the  country. 
Julv.1819— Iv. 

HOISINGTON  86  STACY^S 

BOOK-BINDERY  &  BLANK  BOOK  MANUFACTURY 

First  Door  East  of  the  Trcmont  Block.  No.  79  Lake  Street. 

Where  every  description  of  BLANK  BOOKS  will  be  ruled 
and  bound  in  the  most  elegant  and  improved  manner. 

Particular  attention  ^iven  to  Binding  and  repairin":  Medical 
and  Law  Libraries.  Periodicals  and  Music  Bound  in  every 
Variety  of  Stj'Ie. 

Also  every  description  of  Books  bound  with  neatness  and 
dispatch. 
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PFBE  MEDICINAL  EXTMCTS. 


We  would  call  the  attention  of  Physicians,  Druggists  and  Apoihot^a- 
ries  to  our  list  of  Pure  Extracts  and  annexed  testimonials. 

TILDEN  &  CO., 

98,  John-st.,  N.  Y. 

Inspissated,  Alcoholic,  and  Hydro-Alcoholic  Extracts. 


Aconite, 
Butternut, 
Belladonna, 
Bitter  Root, 
Boneset, 
Burdock. 
Blood  Root, 
Blue  Flag, 
Boxwood, 
Conitfm, 
Chamomile, 
Cohosh,  black, 
**         blue, 
Clover, 
Cowparstoip, 
Dandelion, 


Digitalis, 
Dulcamara,    * 
Dock,  yellow, 
Garget,  or  Poke, 
Gentian, 
Hyoscyamus, 
Hardback, 
Hops, 

Hellebore,  black, 
•♦  white, 

Horehound, 
Indian  titemp, 
Lettnce,  Garden, 

Wild, 
Lobelia, 


•« 
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Malefern, 
Mullein, 
Oak,  white, 

black, 

red. 
Poppy, 
Princess  Pine, 
Rue, 
Savin, 

Sarsap*a,  Amrr., 
Rio  Negro 
Compound 
Thomapple, 
Wormwood. 
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^  Mandrake, 

And  other  varieties  frequently  used,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  reached. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  Prof.  Clark,  of  the  College  of  Physicians  ond 
Surgeons  of  N.  Y.,  to  the  Editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Medicine: 

•*  I  have  lately  visited  the  manufactory  of  these  extracts.  After  in- 
•pecting  the  whole  process  and  examining  a  large  number  of  preparations, 
I  became  so  fully  persuaded  that  these  gentlemen  have  fallen  upon  the 
best  plan  of  concentrating  and  preserving  the  active  principles,  especially 
pf  the  narcotic  vegetables,  that  I  have  voluntarily  ofiered  to  them  any  as- 
vutance  that  I  can  render  them  in  introducing  their  medicines  to  the  notice 
of  the  profession ;  being  persuaded  that  these  extracts  must  possess  the 
efficiency  and  the  uniformity  ot  strength  necessary  to  the  successful  use 
of  this  class  of  remedies,  and,  I  may  add,  so  lonsjought  for  in  vaiti. 


asuMX 


4f 


**  Should  yotir  cmivictimi  of  the  valae  of  thtee'^preparatio&s  ooivi^d 
with  my  own,  after  you  have  examined  thetn  and  tried  them  in  prv^, 
])erhap8  you  may  thmk  it  due  alike  to  the  profession  and  to  the  geifj^ 
men  who  are  improving  the  instruments  hy  which  we  work,  to  callthcau 
tention  of  your  readers  to  the  improvements  which  I  cannot  doubt  thisptO" 


cess  secures." 


**  Mkdical  Society  or  thk  State  of  New  Yom. 
Rtsolvedj  That  this  Society,  having  seen  and  examined,  and  several  o 
them  havinc  used,  the  various  vegetable  Extracts,  made  by  Messrs.  Tilden 
&  Co.,  of  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  and  being  satisfied  of  the  valuable  chtr- 
acter  of  these  preparations,  hereby  recommmend  them  to  the  profesion 
generally.  P.  VAN  BUREN,  Searetan. 

Massachusetts  Med.  Soc.  for  the  Berkshire  Dist.,) 

June  2,  1850.  j 
Bxeolved^  That  this  Society,  having  seen  from  various  sources -entitled 
to  respect  and  confidence,  commendatory  notices  of  the  excellenc?  ind 
purity  of  the  various  medicinal  extracts  prepared  by  the  Messrs.  TiHens, 
of  New  Lebanon  N.  Y.,  and  having  tested  and  used  them  ourselwSfdo 
most  cordially  recommend  them  to  the  medical  profession. 

H.  H.  CHILDS,  Pres.,  Pro.  Toil, 

And  Pres.  of  the  Berks.  Med.  Col. 

BRINKEMOFF  &  PENTON, 

HmggiSts, 

(opposite  the  tremont  house.) 
WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  DEALERS  IN 

DRUGS   MEDICINES  &c. 

And  Liquors  expressly  for  Medical  Purposes; 

TRUSSES; 

A  Large  and  Extensive  Assortment. 

Our  selection  is  composed  of  such  only  as  are  approved  by  the  most  mwMNt  Pkft^ 
eurfi9  in  the  United  SStates.    ALL  articles  sold  by  as  are  warranted  of  the  belt  quiV 

OUR  PRICES,  AS  USUAL,  LOW. 

(Orders  filled  accurately  and  promptly,) 

Persons  in  the  coimtry,  sending  orders,  will  havc^em  pat  ap  with  as  n  Jch  caft  lii 
despatch  as  if  they  were  present  Physician's  preteriptiom  tmd  fanUlf  mnUtf  H 
np  with  care  at  all  hoars  of  the  day  and  night 

BRINKERHOFF  &  PENTOxN, 
DruggitU  94  Zioke  Street. 


MEDI€AL  BOOKS, 


FOR SALE  B7 


S.  C.     Q  R  I  O  O  S    &    Co 

121 LAKB     T&BBTi  OHIO  AGO  ZLZiltfOIS . 


llorton^B  Haman  Anatomy-'new  work 
Cravelhiera  Anatomy. 
WiLiou*8  Anatomy. 
Preston*8  Anatomical  Preparation. 
Smith  and  Homer's  Anatomical  Atlai. 
Magendio*B  Physiology*. 
Carpenter's    "    "    "  iVols 
Muller.s  «    •*    " 

Dun^lison's    "    ••    " 
Gardner'^  Med.  Chemistry. 
Cbaimin^'s  Med.  Electricity. 
Fownes*  Chemistry'. 
Simon's  Chemistry  of  Man. 
Graham's  Chemistry. 
Kane's  "    " 

Gardner's  Med.  Botany- 
Bird's  Elements  of  NatnralPhiloaopby- 
Watson's  Practice  of  Med. 
Eliotson's    ••    "  *• 

Bell  and  Stoke'i    '  "    " 
Wood's  "  "    *' 

Eherle's  *•  "    "    new  edition 

William's  Principles  of  Medicine. 
Neliji^n  on  Med. 
Hooper's  Medical  Diet. 
Dunglison's  *'     *'     " 
Hoblyu's        "     "    " 
Cooper's  Sanncal    " 
Fergusson's  Surgery. 
Miller's  ••    •« 

Cooper's  '*     '• 

Velpeau'a  Operative  Sorgery. 
Maury's  Oentid  "    " 

Droods  Lecturea  on  Surgery. 
Bnitt's  Surgery. 
Gibson  s        ** 

Liston's  Element!  of  Snrgtry. 
Wood  and  B ache's  Dispensatory. 
Wilson's  Dissector. 
Dublin         «*    " 
Smith  on  Parturition. 
Day  on  Diseases  of  Old  Age. 
Ellis's  Medical  Formulary,  by  Morton. 
Noad's  Chemical  Analysis,  GUulitative 
and  duantitative. 


Homer's  Dissector. 
Ramsbottham's  Midwifery 
Chailly's  *'     " 

Lee's  "     * 

8tew^  on  Diseases  of  Children, 
pon'he  onChildreu. 
Underwood  on  " 
Billard  on  Infants. 
Bonnet  on  tlie  Uterus. 
Etherization  in  Childbirth — a  now  and  val 

uable  work. 
Coopor  ou  tlio  Breast. 
Dewctfson  Females. 
Churchill  ou  Diseases  of  Females. 
Dixon  on  "     "     ••        •• 

Dixun  on  Diseases  of  the  Sexnal  Oi^ana 
Ricord  on  Vcnercnl  Diseases. 
Pereira's  Materia  Medica. 
Peroira's  Foo<i  and  Diet. 
Hope  on  the  Heart. 
Aborcrombie  on  the  Stomach. 

Abercronibio  on  the  Brain. 

Solly  on  the  Brain. 

Blalciston  on  theChest 
Gerhard,    "  " 

Stoke  on  Discnscs  of  the  Chest. 
Lawrence  ou  the  Eye. 
Grocn  on  Bronchitis. 

Chapman  on  Fevers. 
Clvmer  on        "     *• 

Bartlett  "        '*    " 

Mitchell  on  Fevers. 

Lugol  on  Scvofula. 

Smith  on  Epidemics. 
Ferries  on  Epidemic  Cholera. 

Reeae    "        "       **       " 

Reese's  Medical  Lexicon. 

Hooper's  Physicians  Vade  Mecum 

Cooper  on  IKslocationB. 

Lawrence  on  Ruptures. 

Homer's  Anatomyjand  Histology. 

Hasse' a  Pathological  Anatomy. 

Vogcl's 

Kirke  and  Paget'*  Physiology. 


Bowman'f  Chemistry. 

S,  C.  Griggs  &  Co..  by  their  connection  with  the  celebrated  publishinf^  honiei  of 
Maik  H.  Newmandc  Co.  of  N.  York,  are  enabled  to  receive  all  new  publications  aa 
soon  as  issued  and  have  facilitiea  for  selling,  at  low  prices,  onoqaalled  by  any  other  finti 
in  the  Western  States. 

An  extensive  assortment  of  general  and  miscellaneous  literatnre  will  be  found  at  this 
■tore ;  and  by  far  the  larvest  coUection  of  Theological  Works  ever  offered  the  Western 
Public. 

Physicians  and  Students  of  Medicine  ordering  book's  from  this  establishment  w^ 
oceive  the  latest  and  best  editions  of  works  ordered  and  at  N.  Yor  and  Philadelphia 
prices.  S.  C.  GRIGGS,  dc  Co. 

Ckiemgo* 

MARK  H.  NEWMAN  &  Co., 

Aigoit  1. 1848.  ^  Nem  Y^k. 


CHICAGO   BOOI  STOEE. 

OLD  ESTABLISHMENT, 

AT  122  LAKE  STREET      \ 

A.  H.ac  C.  BURLEY,  PUBLISHERS.  BOOKSELLERS,  AND  STATIONERSfe 
Have  coiiAtantly  ()n  hand  every  variety  of  i^cliool,  Law,  Theological  Mucenanceu  and   v 
MEDICAL  BOOKS.    Amonf?  the  latter  may  be  foand,  \ 

Wataon'f  Practice  of  Medicine.  Deweea'  Midwifery.  \ 

Dnii^liion'i  "  "  Mcil's'  Midwifery. 

Elliotnon'i  ••  "  Lcc'ii  Midwifcrj'. 

ElM!rlft'«  "  "  Newed.    (Jhailly'B    •' 

Wood**  "  New  work.  C(>Ioiubat  on  Difleaaea  of  Femalea 

DewiM-'n  "  "  Mor«an*g  Midwiferv. " 

/?eli  fc  HtokcB    "  "  Uiid.;rwood  on  Children. 

CVclopcdia  of  Practical  Medicine.  4  vola.    »Stewnrt 
WfK>d  and  Bachfl^B  TJ.  S.  Diipenaatoay.      MuUer^s  Dictionary 
Graham's  Chumistry.  Wilsowi  Anatomy. 

F6wn*i    iH-miiitry.  C'ruveilheir's  " 

Dublin  DisbOcLor.  Corlin^  on  the  Testii. 

Pocket  Anatomist  Pruitt's  Sur^'cry. 

Rirord  on  Venereal  Dtseaaes.  Liston's        '• 

Cooper  on  DislocHtions.  iMnnc'n        " 

Kamsbotham's  Mi<iwifery.  McCIcllan's  " 

6*hur<?hiirN  Midwifery.  Smih*8  Minor  Surgery. 

Pcreirn's  Materia  Modica.    S  vols.  Miller's  ** 

Lawrence  on  tlie  eye..  Coopers  "        Diet. 

Kane's  hemistr}*.  Hooj)er's  Medical  Dictionaiy. 

Bell  on  Teeth.  Gardener's     "  " 

i^jreira's  Food  and  Diet  Dunprlison's  Med.  Diet 

Lmnnec  on  tlie  Chost.  Ueese's  Pocket  Lexicon. 

Mendonhall's  Vado  Mecnm.  Dewoos  on  Females. 

A/boner's  Physicians  Vade.Mei-am  ('hurrhill  " 

^'tudents  VaHe  Mucnm.  Ashwell    "        " 

Dunglisons's  Physiolo/yy.  Ferguson's  Practical  iSnrgery. 

Carpenti'r's  "  2  vols.  Thompson's  Conspectns. 

Ellis'  Medical  Formnlary.  Maury's  Dental  iSai^ery. 

Hooper's    "      Dictionary.  1/arris'  Dental  Surgery. 

Cooper's  Surp.  •• 

The  alx)ve,  tourethi^r  with  the  1  armrest  stock  ot  Miscellanoona  Books  to  be  foond  in  tho 
West,  can  be  boapfht  on  the  most  reasonable  terms. 

Chicago,  Ang.  1«  19-  A.  H.  &C.  BURXEY. 

DRUGGISTS  &  APOTHECABIES, 

No.  159  LAKE  STREET,  CORNER  OF  LA  SALLE 

CHICASO,  IIIINOIS, 

WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  DEALERS  IN 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  DRUOa  MEDICINES,   CHEMICALS,  INSTRtT 

MENT8,  Ac,  Ac. 

J.  H.  Reed  &  Co.,  would  respectfully  solicit  orders  from 
Physicians,  and  promise  to  execute  their  favors  with  artcles 
of  undoubted  purity.  They  will  also  promise  toexecute  orders 
with  promptness  and  at  as  low  prices  as  if  the  purchaserwas 
personally  present. 

Goods  packed  9||bfully,  and  every  thing  warrantied  to  suit* 

Chicago,  Augm^it,  1849. 


JTo.    213    30T7T23E    'V.i-'.'ya*     i.- a'^o.c*-, 


k.(  .:-i 


II"  ■         •  •■  m  • 


WlmifisaiB  mii  Joboinx  '5;is«.€i<;ass 


■I'lr    111;  ■  Kr»iT:r^m:i»     'T'ii.ih-      n-*.- .       »» 
'..--171  : ;  .  ris  ■•  ■  •• 


3 WS* "S^r^ 2J.-ii JPASr    -*«     'f>?4ci^:.   '-^^ 


Pits  Wines  II  ^.iqumrs    ^^^^    J'tx^-^^^^^^^i 


lU£fI«  liCiSfJ^  iiill:ilia:iiil 

*".  iiT  T:i»*t'4  :•  T  7."  ?i*.'.*  »i  •'■■'   *.•«••.*••.    «    *    *  •»      '  .  ,    • 

_      •  •    • 

ne<s  wti.'.'.   r..-*  orV.iT  •?:>•.•. -.i--.-.  •■.     '.••--.•».■   ... 
The  ma^etie  onrroiir  ^mwI-.u-*  ,i,    •.>  .  .-uui,*..' .»    . 
strnngly  upon  the  musi'ic-*  nu.l  .m  ..lu'.  »» ;.t,. •»».  .t 
oftt?n  render  tho  ap;ih«':ir:i>!(  ,»r   I'L  .i...   M.»^4», .      |^ 
ant  and  somrrimr^i  dun ••I'l >>!(-• 

Electro-Mni^iU'ti.Mii  imi  in-mui.    n  lu.-  i   i...|.-.>.   • 
dial  apfeiit  for  tht*  ciiii-  ni   \iiiiiiu.'>  .li  . .« •.  ■•    .    ,.    i.n       .  .•  -       -.1.    .i 

the  ticrvrs    iind  imisrlt  .■»,  ..^m  Ii  d-.   Kli.  t.i....ii.  i,.    I  i     •      •«     ...ii.^t.     i. 

Doiili'Dunruiix,  S|iiiinl  ( 'ill  MiiitM  <-,  I  |>'>l>  c- >^^^M^ 

For   Hii]«>  Ji^liis   nnitf    A;:iiil{>    lii    ( 'i.<i  ••^•'[fI^V*    1    .\Jihi.    A     \ 
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